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THE 


PREFACE 


HE Subjett of the enſuing Diſ- 
' courſes is of that aneſtimable 
MM. excellency and importance, that 
it deſerves our deepeſt refleions, and care 
to conſeder and apply it : 'T is thegreat My- 
ſtery of Godlineſs, the deſign of Eternal 
Wiſdom, the chiefeſt of all Gods Works, 
that contains the Glorious Wonders of 
bis Mercy and Power, wherein be ren- 
ders himſelf moſt worthy of our Supreme 
V prac fu: ogy the ac 
raiſed Thoughts are infinitely beneath its 
Dignity. Though the Light of the Go- 
A 3 ſpel 


The Preface. 
ſþel hath clearly reveaF'd ſo much of it 


as is requiſzte to be known in our earthly 
ſtate, yet the ſublimer parts are ſtill ſecret, 
and reſeryd for a full diſcovery by the 
brightneſs of our Saviour's Appearance. 
Now if the Excellency of things ex- 
cites our Spirits to. be attentive in ſearch- 
ing into their nature, this Divine Ob- 
jet ſhould awaken all our Powers, and 
arreſt our «NAinds, in the ſerious ſteady 
contemplation of it, being alone capable to 
ſatisfy their immortal appetite. 

T he Importance of it is correſpondent 
to its excellency : for "tis no leſs than the 
recovery of us from extream and eternal 
miſery, and the Reſtoring of us to the en- 
Joyment of the Bleſſed God, a felicity 
without compariſon. or. end... If we have 
eny regard to Salvation, (and who would 
be ſo unhappy as to negle(t it for. uncon- 
cerning frivolous. Vanities ? ) it will be 


: delightful 


The Preface: 


delightful to know the means by which we 
may obtain it ; and to employ the flying 
moments of our ſhort time in thoſe things 
that are profitable for our laſt End, that 
we may not loſe T emporal and Eternal Life 
together. 

Many of the. « Ancient and Modern 
Divines have written of this noble Ar- 
gument, from whom I have received be- 
nefit in the following compoſure. But 
none, as I know, hath conſidered all the 
parts, together, and preſented them in one 
view. There ſtill remains a rich abun- 
dance for the perpetual exerciſe of our Spi- 
Tits. The Eternal Word alone was 
able to perfe# all things by once ſpeak- 
ing. Humane words are but an Echo 
that anſwers the Voice of God, and can- 
not fully expreſs its Power, nor paſs ſo 
zmmeazately through the ſenſe tothe Heart, 
but they muſt be repeated. May theſe 

SE Diſcourſes 


The Preface. 
Diſcourſes be effeFual to inflame us with 


the moſt ardent Love to our Saviour, who 
ranſon'd us with rhe unvaluable price of 
his own blood, and to perſwade us to live 
for Heaven, the purchaſe of that Sacred 
Treaſure, I ſhall for ever acknowledge 
the Divine Grace, and obtain my ut- 


moſt aim. 


(1) 
DABARRADBBRRABRRNDY 


CHAP. I 


The IntroduGtion. A ſhort vigw of Mans primitive ſtate. 
His Conformity to God: natural, moral, and in Happi- 
neſs and Dominion over the Creatures. The moral re- 
ſemblance, as it refers to all the faculties. The happi- 
neſs of Man with reſpe# to h# ſenſitive and ſpiritual 


Natare. Of all ſublunary Creatures he is only capable of 


a Law. What the Law of Nature contains. God entred 
into a Covenant with Man. The Reaſons of that Diſ- 
pen ſation. The Terms of the Covenant were becoming 
God and Man. The ecoa clauſe in the Covenant 
concerning the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. 
The Reaſons of the Prohibition. 


HE felicity which the Lord Jeſus procu- 
red for Believers, includes a perfect free- 
dom from Sin, and all afflictive evils, the 
juſt conſequents of it : and the fruition 
of Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Foy, where- 

in the Kingdom of God conliſts. In this the evangel1- 
cal Covenant excels the natural; the Law ſuppoſes Man 
upright, and the happineſs it promiſes to exact Obedi- 
ence, is called Life; it rewards Innocence with Immor- 
tality : but the Blefſedneſs of the Goſpel is (til'd Salva- 
tion, which ſignifies the reſcuing of lapſed Man from a 
ſtate of miſery, and the inveſting of him with unpe- 
rithing Glory. 

In order to the Diſcovery of the excellency of this Be- 
nefit, and the endearing Obligations laid on us by our 
Redeemer, 'tisneceflary to take a view of that dreadful 
and deſperate Calamity which ſeiz'd upon WR 

B - the 


John 8. 36. 


Rom. 14 19» 


2 


Chap. I 
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the wretchedneſs of our Captivity illuſtrates the Glo- 


LY NS Ty of our Redemption. And fince the miſery of Man 


Gen, 9. 6, 


was not the original condition of his nature, but the 
effc& of his guilty choice, 'tis requiſite to make ſome 
reflection upon his firſt ſtate, as he came out of the 
pure handsof God; that comparing our preſent miſery 
with our loſt happineſs, we may revive in our breaſts 
the affeCtions of Sorrow, Shame and Indignation againſt 
our ſelves; and conſidering that the Heavenly Ada 
hath purchaſed for us a title to a better Inheritance than 
was forfeited by the Earthly one, we may with the more 
affectionate gratitude, extol the Favour and Power of 
our Redeemer. | 
God who is the living Fountain of all Perfections, 
ſpent an intire Eternity in the Contemplation of his 
own Excellencies, before any creature was made. In the 
moment mrs by his Wiſdom, he gave the f7/# 
Being tothe World. Three diſtinct orders of Natures 
he form'd, the one purely Spiritnal, the other purely 
Material, and between both one M7ixt, which unites 
the extremes in it ſelf, This is Maz, the abridgment of 
the Univerſe, ally'd to the Angels in his Soul, and to 24- 
terial things in his Body, and capable of the Happineſs 
of both 5 By his z#ternal Faculties enjoying the felicity 
of the TrtelleFual, and by his external taſting the Plea- 
ſures of the Sexſtive World. Man's greateſt exeellency 
was a perfect Conformity to the Divine Pattern, God 
created Man in his own Likeneſs, in the Image of God 
created he him. This includes, 

Firſt, The Natural $imilityde of God inthe ſubſtance 
of the Soul, as it is an 7ztell;gent, free, ſpiritual and 
Immortal Being. This 1s aſigned to be the Reaſon of 
theLaw, That Whoſo ſheds Mans Blood, by Man ſhall 
his Blood be ſhed ; for in the Image of God made he Man. 

Secondly, A moral Reſemblance in its Qualities and 
Perftections. Thirdly, 


in Contriving Man's Redemption, 


3 


Thirdly, That Happineſs and Dignity of Mans ſtate, Chap. 1. 


which was the coxſequert, and acceſſeor to his Holineſs. CLWN/ 


The Natural reſemblance [ ſhall not inſiſt on. For the 
diſtinct Illuſtration of the other, we muſt conlider God 
in a threefold reſpet : 

I. In reſpe& of his abſolute Holinels, unſpotted Puri- 
ty, infinite Goodnels, incorraptible Jury and what- 
ever we conceive under the notion of #woral Pertetions. 

2. With reſpect to his compleat Bleſſednels, (the re- 
ſult of his infinite Excellencies ; ) as he is perfettly ex- 
empt from all evils which might allay and leflen his 
felicity, and enjoys thoſe pleaſures which are worthy 
of his pure Nature and glorious State. 

3. In regard of his ſupreme Dominion, which ex- 
tends it ſelf to all things in Heaven and Earth. Now in 
the Participation of theſe, the Image of God did prin- 
cipally conliſt. The Holineſs of Man was the copy of 
the Divine Purity : his Happineſs a repreſentation 
of the Divine Felicity : and his Dominion over the 
lower World the reſemblance of Gods Soveraignty. 

I will take a particular ſurvey of them. 

I. Man was conformed to God in Holineſs. This 
appears by the expreſſions of the Apoſtle concerning 


the Sanctification of corrupt man; which he ſets forth,” 


by the renewing of him in knowledge, righteouſneſs and Col.z, 10. 


holineſs, after the image of the Creator. The Renova- 


tion of things is the reſtoring of themto their Primei- Eph. 4. 24 


tive ſtate, and is more or leſs perfect, by its proporti- 
on to, or diſtance from, the Original. Holineſs, and 


Righteouſneſs are the comprehenſive Sx of the Moral Luke. 15. 


Law, which not only repreſents the will but the Na- 
ture of God in his Supreme Excellency, and in confor- 
mity to it the Divine likeneſs eminently appear'd. Adam 
wascreated with the perfection of Grace : The progrels 
of the moſt excellent Saints is incomparably ſhort of his 

B 2 begin- 
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Chap. I. 


YM Beauty of Ho 


Gen. 2. 19, 
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beginning : By this we may in part conjeQure at the 

ineſs in him, of which one faint ray ap- 
pearing in renewed perſons is ſo amiable. This primitive 
Beauty 1s exprelt in Scripture by re&itude: God made 
Man upright. There was an univerſal entire reFitudein 
his Faculties, diſpoſing them for their proper Operati- 
ons. This will morefully appear by conſidering the di- 
ſtin{& powers of the Soul, in their regular Conſtitutions. 

1. The underſtanding was inrich'd with knowledge. 
Nature was unveiled to Adam, he enter'd into its San- 
Quary, and diſcoyer'd its zyſterious Operations. When 
the Creatures came to pay their Homage to him, what ſo- 
ever he called them, that was the name thereof And 
their Names expreſt their Natures. His Knowledge 
reach'd through the whole compaſs of the Creation, 
from the Sx the glorious veſlel of Light, to the Glo- 
worm that ſhines in the hedg. And this knowledge was 
not acquir'd by Study, *twas not the fruit of anxious in- 
quiry, but as the z//aumination of the Ay 1s in an inſtant 
by the light of the Morning, ſo his Underſtanding was 
enlightned by a pure beam Tom the Father of Lights. 

Beſides, He had ſucha knowledge of the Deity, as 
was ſufficient for his Duty and Felicity. His mind did 
not ſtick in the xzaterzal part of things, but aſcended by 
the ſeveral ranks of Beings to the Univerſal Cauſe. He 
diſcover'd the Glory of the Divine Eſſence and Attri- 
bates by their wonderful effeFs - 

1. Almighty Power. When he firſt open'd his eyes, 
the ſtupendious Fabrickof Heaven and Earth preſented 
it ſelf to his view, and in it the moſt expreſs and clear 
charaFers of that Glorious Power which produced it. 
For what could overcome the Infinite diſtance" be- 
tween not being and being, but infinite Power? As there 
is no proportion between not being and being, ſo the 
cauſe which unites thoſe terzzs, muſt be without /[imits. 

Now 
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Now the Divine Word alone, (which calls the things &qT— 
that are not, as if they were.) cauſed the World to rile pF 
from the 4byſ+ of empty nothing. At Gods Command op _ 
the Heavens, and all their Hoſt were created. And this ©'53 ® 
led him to conſider the Immenſity of the Divine Ef- 
ſence z For Infimte Power is 7compatible with a finite 
Effence, and by the conſideration of the Tmmernſity he 
might aſcend to the Eternity of God, To be Eternal 
without beginning, and Infinite without bounds, ifer 
one another, and neceſſarily exiſt in the ſame ſubje@. 
For 'tis impoſlible that any thing which is form'd by 
another, and hath a beginning, ſhould not be limited in 
its Nature by the cauſe that produced it. Therefore the 
Apoſtle declares, that the Eternal Power of God 1s ſet gy, 1. 20, 
forth in the Creation of the World; joyning with the 
diſcoyery of his Power, that of his Eternity. 

2. Admirable Wiſdom appear'd to Manin the Crea- 
tion. Forby conſidering the Variety and Union, the 
Order and Efficacy, the Beauty and Stability of the 
World, he clearly diſcerned that Wiſdom which lo re - 
gularly diſpoſed all. *Tis thus that F;ſdom ſpeaks in 
the Book of Proverbs; When he prepared the Heavens, Prov. 8. 27, 
I was there : When he ſet a compaſs upon the face of the ***9 
depth : When heeitabliſhed the Clouds above : When he 
ſtrengthened the Fountains of the Deep + When he gave 
the Sea his Decree, that the Waters ſhould not paſs his 
Commandments: When he appointed the Foundations of 
the Earth: I was with him,contriving all in the beſt man- 
ner for Ornament and Uſe. The | kar or of this, 
fl'd his Soul with wonder and delight. The P/almiſt 
breaks forth with aſtoniſhment, as one in the midſt of 
innumerable Miracles, O Lord, how manifold are thy y,, —_ 
works ! in Wiſdom haſt thou made them all : And it he 
diſcovered ſuch wonderful and Divine Wiſdom in the 


Works of God, when the vigour of the humane Un- 
derſtanding 


+. 
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Chap. I. derſtanding was ſo much impair'd by the Fa; how 
WYYNLY) much more did 4dam, who perfeftly underſtood Unz- 


verſal Nature, the offices of its parts, fine. harmony of the 
whole, and all the juſt Laws of Vrioz by which God 
hath joined together ſuch a multitude of beings fo 
diſtant and diſagreeing, and how the Pxblick Peace is 
preſerved by their Private Enmity ? This diſcovery 
cauſed him to acknowledge, that Great is the Lord, 
and of great Power : his Underſtanding is infinite. 

3. Infinite Goodneſs ſhin'd forth in the Creation. 
This is the leading Attribute, that call'd forth the reſt 
towork. As there wasno matter, ſo no motive to in- 
duce God to make the World, but what aroſe from his 
Goodneſs : For he is an A/-ſuffcient Being, perfettly 
bleſſed in himſelf. His Majeſty 1s not encreaſed by the - 
Adoration of Angels, nor his Greatneſs by the Obedi- 
ence of Nature; neither was he leſs happy, or con- 
tent, in that Eternal Duration before the exiſfence of 
any Creature, than he is ſince. His - — Felicity 
is equally incapable of acceſſion , as of diminution. 
'Tis evident therefore, that only free and unexcited 
Goodneſs moved him to create all things, that he might 
impart being and happineſs to the Creature, not inrich 
his own. 

And as by contemplating the other works of God, ſo 
eſpecially by refle&ting upon himſelf, Adam had a clear 
ſight of the Divine Attribates which concurr'd in his 
Creation. Whether he confider'd his loweſt part, the 
Body, 'twas form'd of the Earth, the moſt artificial and 
beautiful piece of the viſible World, The contrivance 
of its parts was with that proportion and exaQuneſs, 
as molt conduc'd to Comelineſs and Service. Its ſtature 
was ered and raiſed, becoming the Lord of the Crea- 
tures, and an obſerver of the Heavens. A Divine 
Beauty and Majeſty was ſhed upon it. And this was no 
vaniſhing 


- "\n Confriving Man's Redemption; 


vaniſhing ray, ſoon eclipsd by a Diteaſe, and extin- Chap. 
guiſht by Death, but ſhin'd in the countenance without Cox 


any declination. The Tongue was Man's peculiar glory, 
being the interpreter of the mind, and capable to 
Gqnite all the Aﬀections of the Soul. In ſhort, the 
Body was fo fram'd, as to make a vilible diſcovery of 
the Prerogatives of his Creation. And when he re- 
- fleged upon his Soul that animated his duſt, its excel- 
lent endowments wherein 'tis comparable to the An- 

ls, its capacity of enjoying God himſelf for ever, he 
Pad an internal and moſt clear teſtimony of the glorious 


perfeQions of his Creator. For Man, who alone ad- Miratur alis 


mires the works of God, 1s the moſt admirable of all. 


homo, cam fit 


2. The Image of God was reſplendent in mans Con- maximum 
ſcience, the ſeat of praftical Knowledge, and Treaſury Tiraculum. 
of moral Principles. The direFive faculty was ſin- © © 


cere and incorrupt, not infeted with any diſguiſing 
tincture: *twas clear from all prejudices, which might 
render it an incompetent Judge of good and evil. It 
inſtracted Man in all the parts of his relative Obligati- 
ons to God, and the Creatures. *Twas not fetrer'd 
and confin'd, fearfully reſtraining from what is law- 
ful; norlicentious and indulgent in what is forbidden. 
Briefly, Conſcience in Adam upright, was a ſubordi- 
nate God, that gave Laws, and exacted obedience to 
that glorious Being who is its Superior, 

3. There was a Divine Impreffion on the Will. Spi- 
ritual Reaſon kept the Throne, and the inferiour Fa- 
culties obſerved an ealy and regular ſubordination to 
Its diFates, The Afﬀections were exercis'd with pro- 
portion to the quality of their Objects. Reaſon was 
their inviolable Rule. Love the moſt noble, and Ma- 
ſter-attetion, which gives being and goodneſs to all 
thereſt, even to hatred it ſelf; (tor ſo muck we hate 
an objec, as it hinders our enjoyment of the good we 
love:) 
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love :) this precious Incenſe was offer'd up to the excel- 
lent and ſupreme Being, which was the Author of his 
Life. Adam fully . obeyed the ff and great Com- 
mand, of loving the Lord with all his heart, ſoul, and 
ſtrength. His love to other things was regulated by 
his loveto God. There was a perfte& accord between 
fleſh and ſpirit in him. They both joyn'd in the ſer- 
vice of God, and were naturally mov'd to their hap 

pineſs. As the two Eyes conſent in their motion, {3 
reaſon and ſenſe agreed for the ſame end. In ſhort, 
the image of God in Adam, was a living, powerful 
Principle, and had the ſame relation to the Soul 
which the Soul hath to the Body, to animate and order 
all its Faculties, in their Offices and Operations, accor- 
ding to the Will of his Creator. 

2. The Image of God conſiſted (though in an infe- 
riour degree) 1n the happy ſtate of man. Hereinhe 
reſembled that infinitely Bleſſed Being. This happineſs 
had relation to the two Natures, which enter into 
Mans Compoſition : 


I. To the Animal and Senſitive, and this conſiſted 
in zwo things. 1. In the excellent diſpoſition of his 
Organs. 2. In the enjoyment of convenient Objedts. 

I. In the excellent diſpoſition of the Organs. His 
body was form'd immediatly by God and ſo not liable 
to thoſe defects, which proceed from the weakneſs of 
ſecond cauſes. No blemiſh, or diſeaſe, which are the 


_ effets and footſteps of fin, were to be found in him. 
His health was not a frail inconſtant diſpoſition, eaſily 


ruin'd by the jarring elements, but firm and ſtable. 
The humours were 1n a juſt temperament, to prevent 
any diſtemper which might tend to the diſſolution of 
that excellent frame. Briefly, all the ſenſes were quick 
and lively, able to perform with facility, vigour and 
delight their operations. 2, There 
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2. There were convenient Objects, to entertain his Chap. 1. 
CE Yd 


ſenſitive faculties. 

He enjoyed Nature in its origizal Purity, crown'd 
with the bexediFion of God, before 'twas blaſted with 
the curſe, The World was all Harmony and Beauty, 
becoming the goodneſs of the Creator ;. and not as 
'tis ſince the Fall diſorder'd and deform'd in many parts, 
the effect of his Juſtice, The Earth was liberal to 
Adam of all its Treaſures; the Heavens of their Light, 
and ſweeteſt Influences. He was ſeated in Edey, a place 
of ſo great beauty and delight, that it repreſented 
the Celeſtial Paradiſe which 1s refreſht with Rivers of 
Pleaſure. And as the ultimate End of the Creatures 
was to raiſe his mind, and inflame his heart with the 
love of his great Benefactor; ſo their firſt and natural 
uſe was the ſatisfa&tion of the Senſes, from whenee the 
felicity of the Animal Life did proceed. 

2, His ſupreme Happineſs conſiſted in the exerciſc 
of his moſt noble Faculties on their proper Objects. 
This will appear by conſidering, that as the ſpiritual 
Faculties have objeFs which infinitely excel thoſe of 
the ſexſetive 3 ſo their capacity 1s more inlarged, their 
union with objeFs is more intimate, and their percep- 
tion 1s with more quickneſs and vivacity : and there- 
by are the greateſt inſtruments of pleaſure to the r4- 
tional being. Now the highelt Faculties in Man are 
the VUnderſtanding and will and their happineſs con- 
hſts in union with God by Knowledge and Love, 

I. In the Knowledge of God. As the defire of 
Knowledge is the moſt natural to the humane Soul, fo 
the obtaining of it produces the moſt noble and ſweet- 
eſt pleaſure. And proportionably to the degrees of 
excellency that are in objeFs, ſo much of rational Per- 
fection and Satisfaction accrues to the mind by the 
knowledge of them. The diſcovery of the Works of 

C God 
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Chap. I. God greatly affe&ed Man, yet the excellencies fcat- 
LYN terd among them are but an imperfett and mutable 


» 


ſhadow of God's infinite and unchangeable PerfeQions. 
How much more delightful was it to his pure under- 
ſtanding, tracing the footſteps and impreſſions of God 
in Natyral-»things, to aſcend to him who 1s the glo- 
rious Origipal of all PerfeCctions? And though his 
finite underſtanding could not comprehend the Divine 
excellencies, yet his knowledge was anſwerable to the 
degrees of Revelation wherein God was manifeſted. 
He ſaw the admirable Beauty of the Creator through 
the tranſparent vail of the creatures. And from hence 
there aroſe in the Soul a pleaſure pure, ſolid and ſa- 
tisfying, a pleaſure divine ; for God takes infinite con- 
tentment in the contemplation of Himſels. 

2.* The Happineſs of Man conſiſted in the Love of 
God. *Twas not the naked ſpeculation of the Deity 


. that made him happy, but ſuch a knowledge as raviſht 


his Aﬀections ; For happineſs reſults fromthe fruzti- 
o#® of all the Faculties. *Tis true, that by the media- 
tion of the underſtanding the other Faculties have 
acceſs to an objeF; the Will and Aﬀections can't be 
enclin'd to any thing, bur by vertue of an a& of the 
mind which propounds it as worthy of them : It fol- 
lows therefore that when by the diſcovery of the #tran- 
fſeendent excellencies in God, the Soul is excited to 


' love and to delight in Him as its Supreme Good , 'tis 


then really and perfectly happy. Now as Adam had a 
perfe&t knowledge of God, fo the height of his love 
was an{werable to his knowledge, and the compleat- 
neſs of his enjoyment was according to his Love. All 
the Divine Excellencies' were amiable to. him. The 
Majeſty, Purity, F pow drone power of God, which 
are the terrour of guilty creatures, fecur'd his happi- 


neſs whileſt he continued in his Obedience. His Con- 
ſcience- 
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ſcience was clear and calm, no unquiet fears diſcom- Chap. I. 


pos'd its Tranquillity, *twas the ſeat of Innocence CLVNJ 
and Peace. Briefly, his love to God was perfect, with- 1 John 4. 18. 


out any allay of tormenting fear; and Delight its in- 
ſeparable attendant was pure, without the leaſt mixture 
of Sorrow. 

3. There was in Mans dominion and power over the 
Creatures a ſhining part of God's Image. He was ap- 
pointed God's Lieutenant in the world, and adorn'd 
with a Flower of his Crown. God gave him the 


ſolemn Inveſtiture of this dignity, when he brought Pal-#. s, 5. 


the Creatures to receive their zaxes from him, which 
was a mark of their homage, and a token of his ſu- 


preme Empire to command them by their names. As - 


this Dominion was eſtabliſht by the order of God, fo 
'twas exerciſed by the mediation of the Body. In his 
Face and Words there was ſomething ſo powerful, as 
commanded all the hoſts of the lower world. And 
as their ſubjection was moſt eafie without conſtraint 
or, reſiſtance, ſo 'twas moſt equal without violence and 
oppreſlioh. 


Thus holy and bleſſed was Adam in his Primitive 
ſtate. And that he might continue ſo, he was obliged 
for ever to obey the Will of God, who beſtowed up- 
on him Life and Happineſs. By the firſt negle& of 
his Duty he would moſt juſtly and inevitably incur 
the loſs of both. This will appear by conſidering the 
deſign of God in the Creation: 

God did not make the World and Man for the meer 
exerciſe of his Power, and ſo left them; but as the 
production of all things was from his Goodnefls, ſo 
their reſolution and tendency is for his Glory. He 15 
as univerſally the final, as the efficient caule of all crea- 
tures, For that which receives its being from another, 
C 2 can't 
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Chap. 1. 


YN In the mind of the Creator ſets 


Prov. 16. 4. 


Rom, 1 I, 36, 


Pia!, 145.10. 


Rom. 12. 1, 
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can't be an end to it ſelf: for the 72 of the end 
im a work, and is 

antecedent to the being of the creature. Therefore 
the Wiſeman tells us, that God made all things for him» 


ſelf. And the Apoſtle, that Of him, and to hin, and 


through him are all things : to whom be glory for ever. 
The lower rank of Creatures objeFively gloritie God, 
as there 1s a viſible demon(tration of his excellent At- 
tributes in them : Man 1s only qualified to know and 
love the Creator. And as the benefit of all redounds 
to him, *tis his duty to pay the tribute for all. By 
his mouth the world makes its acknowledgment to 
God. HKHeisthe Interpreter of the ſilent and uninter- 
rupted Praiſes, which the full £xire of Heaven and 
Earth renders to him. O Lord, all thy works praiſe 
thee, (trom the molt noble to the lealt worthy) thy 
Saints bleſs thee. Thanktulneſs 1s the homage due from 
underſtanding Creatures, 

And from hence it follows, that Man only was in a 
ſtate of oral dependance, and capable of a Law. For 


. a Lay being the declaration of the Superiour's Will 


requiring Obedience, and threatning Puniſhment on 
the __ thereof, there muſt be a principle of 
Reaſon and choice in that nature that is govern'd by it, 
1. To diſcover the Authority that enjoins it. 2. To 
diſcern the matter of the Law. 3. To determine it ſelf 
out of judgment and election to Obedience, as moſt 
excellent in 1t ſelf and advantageous to the performer. 
Now all inferiour Creatures are moved by the ſecret 
force of zatural inclinations; they are inſenſible of 
moral engagements, and are not wrought onin an 7//u- 
minative 'way by the foreſight of rewards and puniſh- 
ments : But Man who is a reaſonable creature owes 2 
reaſonable ſervice. And it is impoſſible that Man 
ſhould be excmpt from a Lay ; For as the notion of a 
God, 


LIMI 
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God, that is, of the firſt and ſupreme Being, excludes 
all poſſibility of obligation to another, Who hath firſt 


a, 


Chap. I. 
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given to the Lord, and it ſhall be recompenſed to hins Rom. 11. 35, 


again 2 and of ſubjection to a Law; for ſupremacy 
and ſubjeftion are incompatible: ſo the quality of a 
Creature includes the relation of dependance, and na- 
tural ſubjeftion to the Will of God. This is moſt 
evident from that common Principie which governs the 
intelligent Creation: 'Tis a mora! Afaxime to which 
the reaſonable xatzre neceflirily iilcats, that the dil- 
penſing of benefits acquires to the Giver a-Right to 
command, and lays on the Receiver an Obligation to 
obey; and theſe rights and duties are meaſured by the 
nature of the benefits as their juſt Rule. This is vi- 
ſible in that Dominion which 1s among(t men. 

If we aſcend to: the firſt Springs of Humane Laws, 
we ſhall find the oziginal Right of Power to ariſe ei- 
ther from Generation in Nature, or Preſervation in 
War, or ſome publick, Good accruing to the Society 
by the prudent care of the Governour. Now the be- 
ing and blefſedneſs of the creature are the greateſt and 
molt valuable benefits that can be received ; and in the 
beſtowing of them is laid the moſt real foundation 
of Power and Authority. Upon this account Man 
who derives his life and felicity from God, is under a 
natural and ſtrong obligation to comply with his will. 
From this right of Creation God aflerts his univerſal 


Dominion: I have made the Earth, and created Man 10. 45. 12. 


pon it, even my hands have ſtretcht out the Heavens, 


and all their hoſts have Tcommanded. And the Pſal- Pal. ico. 3: 


mit tells us, Know ye that the Lord he js God, it is He 
that made ws, and not. we our ſelves, we are his people 
and the ſheep of his paſture. His Juriſdiction 1s groun- 
ded on his propriety in Man; and that arifes from 


his giving being to him: Remember, O. Iſrael, for 1%. 44-21; 


thou. 
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Chap. 1. hon art my ſervant, T have formed thee. From hence 

YN he hath a ſupreme Right to-impole any Law, for the 
performance of which Man had an original power. 
Uniperſal Obedience is the juſt conſequent of our ob- 
ligations to the Divine Goodneſs. 

Suppoſe that Man were not the work of God's 
hands, yet the iafinite excellency of his nature gives 
him a better title to command us, than Man hath upon 
the account of his reaſon to govern thoſe Creatures 
that are inferiour to him. Or ſuppoſe that God had 

$i plus fir pre. "Of created the matter of which the Body is com- 
riiin opere POs'd, but only inſpir'd it with a living Soul, yet his 
qua in mate- right over us had been unqueſtionable. e Civil 
eſt ejus qui Law determines, That when an Artificer works on rich 
econ teciſ- materials, and the engraving be not of extraordinary 
quod pluris Yalue, that the whole belongs to him who is the 
eſt, id przva- Owner of the materials : But if the matter be mean, 
lentia ſua quod 4nq the workmanſhip excellent, in which the price 


Cr wholly lies; as if a Painter ſhould draw an admirable 


Conan. PiQureon a piece of Canyas, the Picture of right be- 
Piftirur. Faſtin. longs to him that drew it. So if according to the er- 
Plato, rour of ſome Philoſophers, the matter of which the 


World was made had been Eternal, yet God having 
infuſed a reaſonable Soul into a piece of clay which 1s 
the principle of its life, and gives it a tranſcendent va- 
lue above all other beings which were made of the 
ſame element, it is moſt juſt he ſhould have a property 
in him, and dominion over him. 

The Law of Nature to which Man was ſubje&t upon 
his Creation, contains thoſe oral Principles concern- 
ing good and evil which have an eſſential equity in 
them, and are the meaſures of his duty to God, to 
himſelf, and:#o his fellow creatures. This was pub- 
Rom, 7.12. Jiſhtby the v6ice of Reaſon, and is holy, ju5? and good : 
Holy, as it enjoins thoſe things wherein there 1s a con- 
formity 


>. 
; 
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formity to thoſe Attributes and Actions of God which Chap. ue 


are the pattern of our imitation : ſo the general Rule 


LVWNS 


is, Be holy, as God is holy, in all manner of converſa- 1 Pet, 1, 15, 


#ion; and this is muſt honourable to the humane na- 
ture. 'Tis juſt, that is, exa&ly agreeable to the frame 
of mans faculties, and moſt ſuitable to his condition 
in the world, And good, that 1s, beneficial to the ob- 


ſerver of it; Tn keeping of it there is great reward, Pal, 19.11, 


And the obligation to it 1s eternal; it being the un- 
changeable will of God, grounded on the natural and 
unvariable relations between God and: Man, and be- 
tween Man and the Creatures. 


Beſides the particular direCtions of the Law of Nas 
ture, this general Principle was planted in the reafo-- 
nable Soul, to obey God in any inſtance- wherein he 
did preſcribe his pleaſure. 

Moreover, God was pleaſed to enter into a Coye- 
nant with Adam, and with all his Poſterity naturally 
deſcending from him. And this was the effect, 

1. Of admirable Goodneſs : For by his Supremacy 
over Man he might have fignified his Will meerly by 
the way of Empire, and requir'd Obedience; But he 
was pleaſed to condeſcend ſo far as to deal with Man 
ina ſweeter manner as with a Creature capable of his 
Love, and to work upon him by rewards and puniſh- 
ments congruoufly to the reaſonable Nature. 

2. Of Wiſdom to ſecure Man's obedience: For the 
Covenant being a mutual engagement between God and 
Man, as it. gave him infallible aſſurance of the reward to- 
ſtrengthen his Faith, fo it was the ſureſt bond to pre- 
ſerve his Fidelity.. *Tis true the Precept alone binds 
by vertue of the authority that impoſes it,. but the 
conſent of the Creature increafes the Obligation; it 
#ww5/ts the cords of the Law, and binds more ſtrongly 
tO» 
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Gen, 2.19. 


Gal. 3, 10, 


Ezek. 18. 4. 
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to Obedience. Thus Adam was God's ſervant as by 
the condition of his nature, ſo by his choice, accept- 
ing the Covenant from which he could not recede 
without the guilt and infamy of the worſt perfidi- 
ouſneſs. 

The terms of the Covenant were becoming the Par- 
ties concern'd, God and Man; It eſtabliſhed an inſe- 
parable Connexion between Duty and Felicity. This 
appears by the Sanction, Tn the day thor eateſt of the 
forbidden fruit, thou ſhalt die: In that particular ſpe- 
cies of Sinthe whole geras is included ; according to 
the Apoſile's Expoſition : Curſed is every one that doth 
n0t continue in all the works of the Law to do them. 
The threatning of Death was. expreſt, it being more 
difficult to be conceiv'd : The promiſe of Life upon 
his Obedience was implied, and eaſily ſuggeſted it ſelf 
to the rational Mind. Theſe were the moſt proper 
and powerful zotives to excite his Reaſon, and affect 
his Will. For Death primarily ſignifies the diflolu- 
tion of the vital union. between the Soul and Body, 
and conſequently all the preparatory diſpoſitions there- 
unto; Diſeaſes, Pains, and all the AfﬀeCtions of Mor- 
tality, which terminate in Death as their cexter. This 


| 15s theextremeſt of temporal Evils, which innocent Na- 


ture ſhrunk from, it being a deprivation of that excel- 
lent ſtate which Man enjoyed. But principally it fig- 
nified the ſeparation of the Soul from God's reviving” 
preſence, who is the only Fountain of Felicity. Thus - 
the Law is interpreted by the Law-giver, the Soul that 


ſons ſpall die. Briefly, Death in the threatming is-comr- 


prehenſive of all kinds and degrees of evils, from the 
leaſt Pain to the compleatneſs of Damnation. Now 
'tis an inviolable Principle deeply ſet in the Hamanxe 
Nature, to preſerve its being and blefſedneſs 3 ſo 
that nothing could be a more powerful reſtraint from 
Sin 
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Sin than the fear of Death which is deſtructive to .o— 
both. | WH NJ 

This conſtitution of the Covenant was founded not 
only inthe Will of God, but in the nature of the things 
themſelves: And this appears by conſidering, 

1. That Holineſs is more excellent in it ſelf, and 
ſeparately conſidered, than the reward that attends it. 
'Tis the peculiar glory of the Divine Nature, God is 
glorious in Holineſs, And as He prefers the infinite 
purity of his Nature, before the immortal felicicy of 
his State; ſo he values in the reaſonable Creature the 
Vertues by which they repreſent his Holineſs, more 
than their perfect Contentment by which they are like 
Him in Bleſſedneſs. Now God is the moſt juſt eſteemer 
of things, his judgment is the infallible meaſure of 
their real worth z 'tis therefore according to natural 
order that the Happineſs of Man ſhould depend up- 
on his Integrity, and the Reward be the fruit of his 
Obedience. | 

And though it is imÞoſfible that a meer Creature 
in what ſtate ſoever, ſhould obtaia any thing from God 
by any other title but his voluntary Promiſe the effe& 
of his Goodneſs; yet 'twas ſuch Goodneſs as God 
was invited to exerciſe by the conſideration of Man's 
obedience. And as the negle& of his Duty had dif- 
charged the Obligation on God's part, ſo- the per- 
formance gave him a claim by right of the Promiſe to 
everlaſting Life. 

2. As the f7// part of the alliance was moſt reaſo- 
nable, ſo was the ſecond, that Death ſhould-.be the 
wages of Sin. Jt is not conceivable that God ſhould 
contiaue his fayour to Man, i he turn'd Rebel againſt 
Him: For this were to diſarm the Law, and expoſe 
the Authority of the Law-giver to contempt, and 
would reilect upon the Wiſdom of God. —— 

D the 
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the reaſonable Creature violates the Law, it neceſla- 


LYN rily contracts an obligation to puniſhment. So that if 


Gen, 2, I To 


In minimis 0= 
bedientiz pe- 
riculum faci- 
unt Legitlato- 
res, qvia Le- 
giflacoris ad 
Obedientiam 
obl ganris 
potiuvs haben- 
da eſt ratio, 
quam re! de 
qva lex lata 
eſt, 


the Sinner who deſerves death ſhould enjoy life, with- 
out ſatisfaftion for the offence, or Repentance to 
qualifie him for pardon, ( both which were without 
the compaſs of the fr Covenant) this would infringe 
the unchangeable rights of Juſtice, and diſparage the 
Divine Purity. 

In the fri# Covenant there was a ſpecial clauſe, 
which reipeted Man as the Inhabitant' of Paradiſe, 
that he ſhould 9 eat of the Tree of Knowledge of good 
and evil upon pain of Death. And this Prohibition 
was upon moſt wiſe and juſt reaſons. 

1. To declare God's Sovereign Right in all things. 
In the quality of Creator he is Supreme Lord. Man 
enjoyed nothing but by a derived title from his Bounty 
and Allowance, and with an obligation to render to 
him the Homage of all. As Princes when they give 
Eſtates to their $#bje@s, ſtill retain the Royalty, and 
receive a ſmall Rent, which though inconfiderable in 
its value, is an acknowledgment of dependance upon 
them: So when God placed Adam in Paradiſe, he reſer- 
ved this mark of his Sovereignty, that in the free uſe of 
all other things Man ſhould abſtain from the forbid- 
den Tree. 

2. To make trial of Man's Obedience in a matter 
very congruous to diſcover it. If the Prohibition had 
been grounded on any oral internal evil in rhe na- 
ture of the thing it ſelf,” there had not been ſo clear 
a teſtimony of God's Dominion; nor of 4A4am's Sub- 
jeftion to it. But when that which in it ſelf was 1n- 
different , became unlawful meerly by the Will of 
Cod, and when the Command had no other excellency 
but to make his Authority more ſacred; this was a 
confining of Man's liberty,and to abſtain was pure Obe- 
dience, Beſides, 
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Beſides, The reſtraint was from that which was ve- Chap. I. 
ry grateful and alluring to both the parts of Mans com- C&W YN 
pounded Nature. The Serſitive Appetite is ſtrongly 
excited by the Luſt of the Eye; and this fruit being 
beautiful to the ſight, the forbearance was an excellent Gen. 3.6. 
exerciſe of vertue in keeping the lower appetite in 
obedience. Again, The defire of Knowledge is ex- 
tremely quick and earneſt, and in appearance moſt 
worthy of the rational Naturez Nullus animo ſuavior Ladan, 
cibus, Tis the moſt high and luſcious food of the 
Soul. Now the Tree of Knowledge was forbidden; So. 
that the obſervance of the Law was the more eminent, 
in keeping the zztelleFual Appetite in Mediocrity. 

In ſhort, God required Obedience as a Sacrifice. For 

the Prohibition being in a matter of natural Pleaſure, Obſcquii glo- 
and a curb to Curiolity, which is the Luſt and Con- CRE 
cupiſcence of the Mind after things conceal'd ; by a quis minus 
reverent regard toit, Man preſented his Soul and Body © Pin. 
= God as aliving Sacrifice, which was his reaſonable Rom. 12. r. 
ervice, 
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Man's Natural ſtate was mutable. The Devil, moved by 
hatred and envy, attempts to ſeduce him. The Tem- 
ptation was ſuitable to Mans compounded Nature. The 
IWoman being deceived, perſwades her Hysband. The 
quality of the firſt Sin. Many were combin'd in it, 
'Twas perfetly voluntary. Man had Power to ſtand. 
The Devil could: only allure, not compel him. His 
Underſtanding and Will the cauſes of his Fall. - The 
puniſhment was of the ſame date with his Sin. He 
forfeited his Righteouſneſs and Felicity. The loſs 
of original Righteouſneſs, as it ſignifies the purity 
ard liberty of the Soul. The torment of Conſcience 
that was conſequent to Sin. A whole Army of Evils 
enter with it into the World. 


AN was created perfedtly holy, but in a natu- 

ra], therefore mutable ſtate. He was inveſted 

with power to prevent his Fa//ing; yet under a poſ+ 

ſibility of it. He was compleat in his own order, but 

receptive of ſinful impreſſions. An invincible_Perſe- 

verance in Holineſs belongs to a ſupernatural ſtate 3 

tis the priviledge of Grace, and exceeds the deſign of 
the f-/# Creation, 

The rebellious Spirits, who by a furious ambition 
h2d raiſed a war in Heaven, and were fallen from 
their obedience and glory, deſigned to corrupt Man, 
and to make him a companion with them in their re- 
volt. The molt ſubtile amongſt them ſets about this 
work, urged by two ſtrong pathtons, Hatred-and Envy. 

I. By Hatred. For being under a final and irrevo- 
cable Doom, he lookt on God as an irreconcileable 
Enemy : And not being able to injure his Eſſence, he 
{truck 
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ſtruck at his Image: As the fury of ſome beaſts dif- Chap. 11. 


charges it ſelf upon the Picture of a Man. He ſingled pv 


out Adar as the mark of his malice, that by ſedu- 
cing him from his Duty, he might defeat God's de- 
ſign, which was to be honoured by Man's free obe- 
dience, and ſo obſcure his Glory as if He had made Man 
in vain. 

2. He was ſollicited by Exvy, the frſt Native of Hell : 
For having loſt the favour of God, and being caſt 
out of Heaven the Region of Joy and Bleflednefs, 
the ſizht of Adam's Felicity exaſperated his Grief. 
That Man who by the condition of his nature was be- 
low him, ſhould be Prince of the world, whilſt he was 
a Priſnner under thoſe chains which reſtrain'd and 
torm-1+ed kim, the power and wrath of God, this 
mas 15 hate more intolerable. His torment was in- 
carable of allay, but by rendering man as miſcrable ag 
him e!f, And as hatred excited his envy, ſo envy in- 
flam'd his hatred,and both joyn'd in miſchief. And thus 
puſht on, his Subtil:y being equal to his Malice, he 
coatrives a Temptation which might be moſt taking 
and dangerous to Man in his raiſed and happy ſtate. 
He attempts him with art, by propounding the Iure of 
Knowledge and Pleaſure, to inveigle the Spiritual and 
Senſitive Appetites at once. And that he might the 
better ſucceed, he addrelles to the Woman the weak- 
eſt and moſt liable to ſeduction. He hides himſ=lf in 
the body of a Serpent, which before Sin was not ter- 
rible unto her : And by this inſtrument 1n{inuates his 
Ter ptation, He firſt allures with the hopes of im- 
prnity, Te ſhall not die; then he promileth an univer- 
ſal knowledge of good and evil. By thele pretences he 
ruin'd Innocence it (elf. For the Woman deceived 
by thoſe ſpecious 4ZeFives, fwallowed the poiſon of 


the Serpent, and having taſted Death ſhe perlwaded 
her. 
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her Husband by the ſame motives to deſpiſe the Law 
of their Creator. Thus Sin enter'd and broug{!it con- 
fuſion into the World. For the oral Harmony of 
the World conſiſting in the juſt ſubordination of the 
ſeveral ranks of beings to one another, and of all to 
God ; When Man who was placed next'to God, broke 
the Union, his Fall brought a deſperate diſorder into 
God's Government. 

And though the matter of the Offence ſeems ſmall, 
yet the Diſobedience was infinitely great; it being 
the tranſgreſſion of that command, which was giver to 
be the inſtance and real proof of Mans ſubjeCtion to 
God. Totam legem violavit in illo legalis obedientie 
precepto. The Honour and Majeſty of the whole Law 
was violated in the breach of that ſymbolical Precept. 
"Twas a direct and formal Rebellion, a publick renun- 
ciation of Obedience, an univerſal Apoſtaſie from God, 
and change of the laſt End, that extinguiſht the habit 
of original righteouſneſs. Many Sins were combin'd 
in that ſingle act. : 

I, Infidelity: This was the firſt ſtep to ruine. Tt 
appears by the order of the Temptation : 'twas firſt 
ſaid by the Devil Te ſhall not die, to weaken their 
Faith ; then Te ſball be like gods, toflatter their ambi- 
tion. The fear of Death would have controuled the 
efficacy of all his Arguments; till that reſtraint was 
broke, he could faſten nothing upon them. This ac- 
count the Apoſtle gives of the Fall ; The woman being 
deceivd, was in the _—_ As Obedience 1s 
the effet of Faith, ſo Diſobedience of Infidelity : And 
as Faith comes by hearing the Word of God, ſo Inti- 
delity by liſtening to the words of the Devil. From 


the deception of the Mind proceeded the depravation 
of the Will, the intemperance of the Appetite, and 
the defeFion of the whole Man. 


Thus as the zmatr- 
ral, 
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ral, ſo the ſpiritual Death made its j;rſ# entrance by 
the* Eye. And this Infidelity is extremely aggravated, 
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as it implies an accuſation of God both of Envy and * primiin ho- 


Falſhood. 

1. Of Envy; As it he had deny'd them the perfeCti- 
ons becoming the humane Nature; and they might 
aſcend to a higher Orb than that wherein they were 
placed, by eating the forbidden fruit. And what 
greater diſparagement could there be of the Divine 
Goodneſs, than to ſuſpe& the Deity of fuch a low and 
baſe Paſſion, which is the ſpecial chara@Fer of the 
Angels of Darknels ? 

2. 'Twas equally injurious to the honour of God's 
Truth. For it is not eaſy to conceive that Adam who 
was ſo lately the effect of God's Omnipotence ſhould 
preſently diſtruſt it as unable to inflict the puniſhment 


threatned, but his aſſent was weakened as to the truth. 


of the threatning : He did not believe the danger to 
be ſo great or certain upon his Diſobedience. And he 
that believes not God, makes him a Liar. Animpiety 
not to be thought on without horror. And that 
which heightens the affront, is, that when he diſtruſted 
the Fountain of Truth, he gave credit to the Father 
of Lies;z as appears by his compliance the real evi- 
dence of his Faith. Now what viler contumely could 
be offered to the Creator ? 


mine moriun- 
tur ocu!t, Pins 


1 Johns. 16, 


2. Progigious Pride. He was ſcarce out of the The promiſe of 


ſtate of nothing, no ſooner created, but he afpir'd to 


the Tempter 
that they ſhuld 


be as God. Not content with his Image, he affeCted no die,encou- 
an equality, to be like him in his inimitable Atributes, [44 2m # 


believe that he 


He would rob God of his Eternity to live without fault enjoy an 


end; of his Sovereignty, to command without depen- 
dance ; of his Wiſdome, to know all things without 


Immortality, 
not depending 
on Gods Will, 


reſerve. Infinite Inſolence! and worthy of the moſt 5 abfalure; 


which is proper 


fiery indignation! That Man, the Son of the Earth, j,g,z 4... 


forgetful 


Cove amie ad obſer- 
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Chap. II. forgetful of his Original, ſhould uſurp the Prerogatives 
WON) Which are eſſential to the Deity, and ſet up himſelf a 
real Idol, was a {train of that arrogancy which corrup- 

ted the Angels. 
3. Horrid Igratitude, He was appointed Heir ap- 

Precoptum de PAEEN of all things ; yet undervaluing his preſent por- 

uno cibi gene- tion, he entertains a proje# of improving his Happi- 

renon eder- neſs, The excellent ſtate newly conferr'd upon him 
do ubi aliorum om 

tanta copia Was a ſtrong obligation to pay ſo ſmall an acknow- 

ſuvjacebarzram ledgment to his Lord, The ule of all the Garden was 

vandum, tam 2llowed to him, only a Tree excepted. Now in the 
breve ad me- midſt of ſuch variety and plenty, to be inflam'd with 
rage po the intemperate appetite of the forbidden Fruit, - and 
ſerrim non- to break a Command fo equal and eafie, what was it 
dum yoluntati Hyg a deſpiſing the rich Goodneſs of his great Bene- 

m_—_ fator? Beſides, Man was endued with a diviner Spirit 

majori injuſti- than the inferiour order of Creatures : Reaſon and 

ef omofa, Liberty were the ſpecial priviledges of his Nature, 
ciliori poſer and to abuſe them to Rebellion renders him as more 

ooo] unreaſonable, ſo more difingenuous than the Creatures 

Avg. de civii, below him, who inflexibly obey the Will of God. 

Dei lib, 1 4. 4. The viſible Contempt of God's Majeſty, with a 
ſighting his Juſtice. For the Prohibition was ſo expreſs 
and terrible, that till he had caſt off all reſpe&ts to the 
Law-giver, 'twas not poſſible he ſhould venture to diſ- 
obey him. The Sin of Adam 1s therefore called by 

Rom. 5.19. the Apoſtle, Dzſobedience, as eminently ſuch ; it be- 
ing the fſ# and higheſt inſtance of it, and virtually a 
breach of all the Laws at once in that contempt of the 
Law-giver. 'Twas the prophanation of Paradiſe it ſelf, 
the place of _God's ſpecial preſence : There he fell, 
and trampled on God's Command before his face. 
What juſt cauſe of aſtoniſhment is it, that a reaſonable 
Creature ſhould bid open Defiance to the Author of its * 
Life! That a little breathing duſt ſhould contemn its 

Crea- 
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Creator ! That Man ſhould prefer ſervile compliance Chap. 11. 
to the will of the Tempter, before free ſubje&ion to gp NV 


his Father and Sovereign! To depole God and place 
the Devil in his Throne, was double Treaſon, and pro- 
vok'd his infinite jealouſie. 

5. *Unaccountable aad amazing Folly, What a de- 
ſpicable acquiſition tempted him out of Happineſs ! 
IF there had been any poſlible compariſon between 
them, the choice had been more excuſable. But that the 
pleaſures of Taſte and Curioſity ſhould outvie the fa- 
vour of God which is better than Life, that the moſt 
pernicious evi/ gilded with the thin appearance of 
good ſhould be preferr'd before the ſubſtantial and 
ſupreme Good, 1s the reproach of his Reaſon and 
makes the choice ſo oi#zinal., And what leſs than 
voluntary Madneſs cou!d encline him to deſire that, 
which he ought infinitely to have fear'd, that is, the 
knowledge of evil? for nothing could deſtroy his 
Happineſs but the experience of Evil. What but a 
wiltul difFraFzior could induce him to believe, that 
by defacing God's image he ſhould become more like 


him? Thus Afar being in honour, but without under- Pal. gg. 12+ 


ſtanding, became like the beats that periſh. 

6. Abloody cruelty to himſelf, and all his Poſterity. 
When God had made him a depoſitary in a matter of 
iafinite moment, that is, of his own Happineſs, and all 
mankinds, this ſhould have been a powerful motive to 
have kept him vigilant : But giving a ready ear to 
the Tempter, he betrard his truſt, and at once breaks 
both the Tables of the Law, and becomes guilty of 
the higheſt Impiety and Cruelty. He was a Murderer 
before a Parent, he difinherited all his Children before 
they were born,and made them Slaves before they knew 
the price of Liberty. 

And that which increaſes the malignity of this = 
E an 


25 


25 


Chap. II. 


WY ND 


Deſeruit, & 
deſcrtus eſt, 
Ang. 


In merito ex- 
aminanda ye- 
niunt, Cauſa 
quz impulir, 
cauſa quz re- 
rrahere debu- 
it, & perſor# 
idonietas ad 
utrumque, 
Greet, 


* Quanto po- 
reſtas vitandi 
fuir facilicr, 
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and adds an infinite emphaſes to it, 1s, that 'twas per- 
fetly voluntary, his Will was the ſole cauſe of his 
Fall. And this is evident by conſidering 

I. That Adam innocent had a ſufficient power to 
perſevere in his holy State. There was no ſubſtracti- 
on of any Grace which was requiſite to his ſtanding z 
He left God before he was forſaken by Him. Much 
leſs was there any internal impulſion from God. *Tis 
inconſiſtent with the Divine Purity to encline the 
Creature to fin: As God cannot be tempted to evil, 
neither tempts he any man. 'T1s mjurious to his Wif- 
dom to think that God would ſpoil that work, which 
he had compos'd with ſo much deſign and counſel. And 
*tis diſhonourable to his Goodneſs; He loved his Crea- 
ture, and Love is an inclination to do good; 'twas 
impoſiible therefore for God to induce Man to fin, or 
to withdraw that power which was neceſlary to reſiſt 
the Temptation, when the conſequent muſt be his in- 
evitable ruine, 

2. The Devil did only allure, he could not raviſh 
his conſent. Though his malice is infinite, yet his 
power is ſo reſtrain'd that he can't faſten an immediate, 
much leſs an irreſiſtible 1mprefſion on the Will : he 
therefore made uſe of an External Object to invite him. 
Now 0bje&s have no conſtraining force, they are but 
partial Agents, and derive all their efficacy from the 
Faculties to which they are agreeable. And although 
ſince Sin hath diſordered the fleſh, there is difficulty 
in reſiſting thoſe objeFs which pleaſantly infinuate 
themſclves; yet ſuch anuniverſal rectitnde was in 4daz, 
and ſo entire a ſubjection in the ſenſual Appetite to 


rantd contu- the ſuperiour power of Reaſon, that he might have 
maciz crimine 
oneratur, Dit- 
ficilium facilis 
venia, Tertul. 

I, 2. ad uxor. 


obtain'd an *eafie conqueſt. A reſolute Negative had 
made him victorious : by a ſtrong Denial he had bat- 
fled that proud Spirit. Ag the Heavenly Adam, when 
he, 


in Contriving Man's Redemption. 


27 


be, who is only rich in promiſes, offer'd to him the Chap. 11. 


Monarchy of the World with all its glory, diſdain'd LEW 


the offer, and caſt oft Satan with contempt. The true 
Rock was unmov'd, and broke all the proud waves 
that daſht againl(t it, 

3. It will fully appear that the Diſobedience was 
Voluntary, by conſidering what denominates an ation 
to be ſo. The two ſprings of hymrane ations are the 
Underſtanding and Will; and as there is no particular 
good but may have the appearance of ſome difficult 
unpleaſant quality annexed, upon which account the 
Will may reject itz ſo any particular evz/ may be ſo 
diſguiſed by the falſe luſtre of goodneſs, as to encline 
the Will to receive it. This 1s clearly verified in 
Adam's Fall. For a ſpeciows Object was conveighed 
through the unguarded Senſe to his Fancy, and from 
that to his Underſtanding, which by a vicious care- 


leſneſs neglecting to conſider the danger, or judging ' 


that the excellency of the end did out-weigh the evil 
of the means, commended it to the Will, and that re- 
ſolved to embrace it. It is evident therefore, that 
the ation which reſulted from the direCftion of the 
Mind, and the choice of the Will was abſolutely free. 

Beſides, As the regret that is mixt with an action 1s a 
certain CharaFer that the perſon is under con(traint z 
ſo the delight that attends it is a clear Evidence that 


he is free. When the Appetite is drawn by the lure of jo, i. 14. 


Pleaſure, the more violent the more voluntary 1s its 
motion. Now the repreſentations of the forbidden 
fruit were under the notion of Pleaſure. The Wo- 
man ſaw the Frnit was good for food, that is, pleaſu- 


rable tothe Palate, and pleaſant to the Eyes, and to be Gen; 3. 6. 


deſired to make one wiſe; that is, to increale Know- 
ledge which is the pleaſure of the Mind, and theſe 
AlleFives drew her into the ſnare. Adam with com- 

E 2 placency 
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placency receiv'd the temptation, and by the entice- 
ment of Satan committed adultery with the Creature, 
from whence the curſed race of Sin and Mileries 
proceed, 

Suppoſe the Devil had (o diſguis'd the Temptation, 
that notwithſtanding all circumſpeCtion and care Adam 
could not have diſcovered its evil; his invincible 7gno- 
rance had rendered the action involuntary : But A- 
dam was conſcious of his own aCtion, there was light 
in his mind to diſcern the evz/, and ſtrength in his will 
to decline it, For the manner of the defe#;on, whe- 
ther it was from affected Ignorance, or ſecure Neg- 
le&, or tranſport of Paſſion, it doth not excuſe: The 
action it ſelf was of that moment, and the ſupreme 
Law-giver ſo worthy of Reverence, that it ſhould 
have awakened all the powers of his Soul to beware of 
that which was Rebellion againſt God, and ruine to 
himſelf: . 

Or ſuppoſe he had been tried by Torments, whoſe 
extremity and continuance had vehemently oppreſt his 
nature 3 this had only lefſen'd the guilt, the ation 
had ſtill been voluntary : for no external force can 
compel the Will to chooſe any thing but under the 
notion of comparative goodneſs. Now to chooſe Sin 
rather than pains, and to prefer eaſe before obedience, 
is highly diſhonourable to God, whoſe Glory ought to 
be infinitely more valuable to us than Life and all its 
endearments. And though ſharp Pains by diſcompo- 
—_— Body make the Soul unfit for its higheſt and 
nobleſt Operations, ſo that it cannot perform the afts 
of Vertue with delight and freedom 3 yet then it may . 
abſtain from ev;/. But this was not Adam's caſe: The 
Devil had no Power over him ( as over Fob who felt 
the extremity of his rage, and yet came off more than 
conqueror) to diſturb his felicity, he prevailed. by a 
ſimple 
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ſimple ſuaſiov. Briefly, though Adam had ſtrength ſufhcient to 
repel all the Powers of Darkneſs, yet he was vanquilhr by thc 
aſlault of a ſingle Temptation. Now that Man ſorichly {.:- 
niſht with all the PerfeCtions of the Mind, and the excellc: 
Vertues of which Original Righteouſneſs was compos'd ; tha: 
cndued with knowledg to foreſee the incomparable Evil that 
would redound to himſelt,and the univerſal to his poſterity by 
his diſobedience ; that being ſo well tempered in his Conſti- 
tution that all his Appetites were ſubject to Reaſon ,, that not- 
withſtanding theſe preſervatives he ſhould be deceived by the 
falſe perſwaſion of an erring mind, and overcome by Carnal 
Concupiſcence,as the evil effects of it will not ceaſe to the end 
of the World, nor the juſt wonder how it was poſſible to hap- 
pen: Theſe are the circumſtances which derive a crimſon-guilt 
to his rebellious Sin, and render it above meaſure ſinful. 

This will more fully appear in the dreadful effets that en- 
ſued. By his diſobedience he loſt Original Righteouſneſs, and 
made a deadly forfeiture of Felicity, 

1. Heloſt Original Righteouſneſs: for that ſo depended on 


the humane faculties; that the aRtual violation of the Law, 


was preſently attended with the privation of it. Befides,the na- 
ture of his Sin contained an entire forſaking of God as envious 
of his Happineſs, and a converlion to the Creature as the ſu- 
preme Good, And whatever is defir'd as the laſt end perfecire 
of man, virtually includes all ſubordinate ends, and regulatey 
all means for obtaining it, So that that being chang'd, a uni- 
yerſal change of moral qualities in Adam neceſſarily followed, 
In ſtead of the recitude and. excellent holineſs of the Soul, 
ſucceeded a permanent Viciouſneſs and Corruption, Now Ho- 
lineſs may be conſidered in the notion of Purity and Beauty, 
or of Dominion and Liberty,in oppoſition to which Sin is re- 
preſented in Scripture by foul Detormity, and Servitude, 

I, His Soul degenerated from its Purity ; the facultics re- 
main'd, but the moral Perfections were loſt wherein the bright- 


neſs of Gods Image was moſt conſpicious, The holy Wiſdom of 
: his 
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Ch11, his mind, the divine Love that ſanRified his will, the ſpiritw- 
UAV al Power to obey God were totally quencht, How is man diſ- 


figur'd by his fall « How is he transtorm'd in an inſtant from 
theImage of God into theImage of the DevileHe is defiled with 
the filthineſs of fleſh and ſpicit ; he is aſhamed at the ſight of 
his own nakedneſs that reproached him for his crime but the 
moſt ſhametul was that of the Soul: The one might be covered 
with leaves, the other nothing could conceal. To ſee a Faceof 
exquiſite Beauty devoured by a Cancer, how doth it move com- 
paſſion? But were the Natural Eye heightned to that clearneſs 
and perſpicacity, as to diſcover the deformity which Sin hath 
brought upon the Soul, how would it ſtrike us with grief, hor- 
rour and averſation * : 

2, He was deprived ofhis Dominion and Liberty, The Un- 
derſtanding was fo wounded by the violence of the fall,that not 
only its Light is much impaired,but its Power is ſo weakened 
as to the lower faculties,that thoſe which according to the or- 
der of Nature ſhould obey, have caſt off its juſt Authority and 
uſurp the Government, The Will hath loſt its true Freedom, 
whereby *twas enlarg'd to the extent and a»plitde of the Di- 
vine Will, in loving whatſoever was pleaſing to God, and is 
contracted to mean and baſe Obje&ts, What a furious diſor- 
der is in the Aﬀections ? The reſtraint of Reaſon to check their 

olent courſe provokes them to ſwell higher, and to be more 
mpetuous; and the more they are gratified the more inſolent 
and outragious they grow. 

The Sexſes, whoſe office is to be the Intelligencers of the 
Soul, to make diſcovery, and to give a naked report without 
diſturbing the higher Faculties, they ſometimes miſtake dif- 
guiſcd enemies for friends ; and ſometimes by a falſe a/arm 
move the lower Appetites, and fill the Soul with diſorder 
and confuſion, that the voice of Reaſon can't be heard. 
By the #rritation of Grief, the in/inzation of Pleaſure, 
or ſore other perturbation, the Soul is captivated and 
wounded through the Senſes, In ſhort, when Man w_—_ 

| e 


tn Contriving Man's Redemption, 31 
Rebel to God, he became a ſlave to all the Creatures. Cp. jr, 
By their primitive Inſtitution they were appointed to p< 
be ſubſervient to the Glory of God, and the ule of 
Man, to be motives of Love and Obedience to the 
Creator: but Sin hath corrupted and changed them in- 
to ſo many inſtruments of vice, they are ade ſubject Rom. 8. 20. 
unto vanity : And Man is ſo far ſunk into the dregs of 
Servitude, that he is ſubje&t to them. For by for- 
faking God the Supreme 0bje# of Love with as much 
injuſtice as folly, and chooſing the Creature in his ſtead, 
he becomes a Servant to the meaneſt thing upon which 
he places an 1gordinate affection, 

Briefly, Man, who by his Creation was the fon of God, 
is made a (lave to Satar that damned ſpirit and moſt 
curſed creature. Deplorable Degradation ! and wor- 
thy of the deepeſt ſhame and ſorrow. 

2. Man loſt his Felicity. Beſides the trouble that 
Sin hath in its own nature, which I have toucht on be- 
fore, there is a conſequent guilt and torment attends it. 
Aday whileſt obedient enjoyed peace with God, a 
{weet ſerenity of mind, a divine calm in the Conſeci- 
ence, and full ſatisfaction m himſelf. Burt after his 
Sin, he trembled at God's Voice and was tormented 
at his Preſence. 7 heard thy woice,” and was afraid, Gen 3.10, 
ſaith guilty 4dazz. He lookt on God as angry, and 
arm'd againſt him, ready to execute the ſevere Sen- 
tence. Conſcience began an early Hell within him: 
Paradiſe with all its Pleatures could not ſecure him 
from'that ſting in hisBreaſt, and that ſharpen'd by the 
hand of God. What confuſion of Thoughts, what a 
combate of Paſſions was he in? Whenthe Temptation 
which deceived him vaniſht, and his ſpirit recovered 
out of the ſurpriſe, and took a clear view of his Guilt 
in 1ts true horrour, what indignation did it kindle in 
his Breaſt > How did Shame, Sorrow, A De- 
pair, 
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ſpair, thoſe ſecret Executioners torment his ſpirit. 
"The iztelligent Nature, his peculiar excellency aboye 
the Brutes, arm'd miſery againſt him, and put a keener 
edge toit: - 1. By reflecting upon the fooliſh exchange 
he made of God himſelf for the Fruit of a Tree ; That 
ſo (lender a Temptation ſhould cheat him of his Ble(- 
ſedneſs. His preſent miſery is aggravated by the ſad 
compariſon of it with his primztive Felicity. Nos 
thing remains of his firi# Innocence, but the vexati- 
ous regret of having loſt it. 2. By the foreſight of 
the Death he deſerved. The conſcience of his Crimes 
rackt' his Soul with the certain and fearful expectation 
of Judgment, 

Beſides the inward torment of his Mind, he was ex- 
pos'd to all miſeries from without. Sin having made 
a breach into the World, the whole Army of Evils en- 
ter'd with it ; the Curſe extends it ſelf to the whole 
Creation. For the World being made for Man, the 
place of his reſidence, in his puniſhment it hath felt 
the effets of God's diſpleaſure. The whole courſe 
of Nature is ſet on fire. Whereas a general Peace and 
amicable Correſpondence was eſtabliſht between Hea- 
venand Earth, whileſt all were united in ſubjeQtion to 
the Creator : Sin that broke the firſ# Union between 
God and Man, hath ruin'd the ſecond, As in a State 
when one part of the $#bje&s fall from their Obedi- 
ence, the reſt which are conſtant in their Duty break 
with the Rebels and make war upon them till they re- 
turn to their A/egiance - Souniverſal Nature was arm'd 
againſt rebellious Man, and had deſtroyed him without 
the merciful interpoſition of God. 

The Angels with flaming Swords expell'd him from 
Paradiſe. The Beaſts who were all innocent, whilſt 
Man remained innocent, eſpouſe Gods intereſt, and 
are ready to revenge the quarrel of their — 
The 
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The inſenſible Creation which at firſt was altogether Chao. It. 

beneficial to Man, 1s become hurtful. The Heavens were 

ſometimes are hardened as Braſs in a long and obſ{ti- 

nate ſerenity - Sometimes are diſlolyed in a Deluge 

of rain + The earth 1s barren, and unfaithful to the 

Sower, it brings forth Thorns and Thiſtles inſtead of Gen.3,19,18. 

Bread. In ſhort, Man is an enemy to Man. When 

there were but two Brothers todivide the World, the 

one ſtain'd his hands in the Blood of the other. And Ferarum ifte 

fince the Progeny of Adam is increaſt into vaſt Socie- —_—_—— 

ties, all the Alalters of the world, as Famine, Peſti- inter ſc placi- 

lence, Deluges, the fury of Beaſts have not been fo 8 I 

deſtructive of Mankind, as the ſole malignity of Man I hi. 

againſt thoſe that partake of the humane Nature, murua lacers- 
To conclude, Who can make a liſt of the evils to 2a, 

which the Body is liable by the diſagreeing Elements 1-4. 

that compoſe it? The fatal Seeds of Corruption are 

bred in it ſelf. *Tis a prey to all Diſeaſes from the 

torturing Store to. the dying Conſumption. It feels 

the ſtrokes of Death a thoxſand times before it can die 

once. At laſt, Life is ſwallowed up of Death. And 

if Death were a deliverance from miſeries it would 

leſſen its terror, but *tis the conſummation of all. The 

firſ# Death tranſmits to the ſecond. As the Body dies 

by the Souls forſaking it, to the Soul by ſeparation 

from God its true Lite, dies to its Well-being and 
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All Mankind is involu'd in Adam's guilt, and under the 
penal cor ſequences that follow upon it. Adam the 
natural ad moral Principle of Mankind. Am here- 
ditary Corruption is tranſmitted to all that are pro- 
pagated from him. The account the Scripture gives 
of the Conveyance of it. 'Tis an innate Habit, Tis 
aniverſal. Corrupt Nature contains the ſeeds of all 
Sins, though they do not ſhoot forth together. 'Tis 
voluntary and culpable. The permiſſion of the Fall 
3s ſuitable to the Wiſdom, Holineſs, and Goodneſs of 
God. The imputation of Adam's Sin to his Poſterity 
is conſiſtent with God's Fuſtice. 


- H E Rebcllionof the Firi# Man againſt the great 
Creator wasa Sin of #x7ver ſal efticacy,that derives 
a guilt and ſtain to Mankind in all Ages of the World. 
The account the Scripture gives of it, is grounded 
on the relation which all men have to Adam as their 
#atural and moral Principle. 

I. Their Nataral. God created ove Man in the be- 
ginning, from whom all others derive their beings : And 
that the anity might be the more entire, he form'd 
of him that aid which was neceſſary for the commu- 
nicating his kind to the world. He made of one Blood 
all Nations of Men, to dwell on the face of the earth. 
And as the whole race of Mankind was virtzal/y in 
Adam's Loins, ſo it was preſumed to give virtual con- 
ſent to what he did. When he broke, all ſuftered ſhip- 
wrack, that were contain'd in him as their natural Ort- 
ginal. The Angels were created immediately and di- 
ſtinttly, without dependance upon one another as to 
their Original ; therefore whena great number mane 
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from God, the reſt were not complicated in their Sinand Chap. III. 


Ruine. But when the univerſal Progenitour of men Tg N 


fian'd, there was a Conſpiracy of all the Sons of Adam 
in that Rebellion, and not one Subject left in his Obe- 
dience. 
2. He was the moral Principle of Mankind. In the 
rſt Treaty between God and Man, Adax was confi- 
der'd not as a ſingle perſon, but as capt gertis, and 
contracted for all his Jeſcerdants by ordinary gene- 
ration. His Perſon was the Fountain of theirs, and 
his Will the Repreſentative of theirs. From hence his 
vaſt Progeny became a party in the Covenant, and had 
a title to the Benefits contain'd in it upon his Obedi- 
ence, and was liable to the Curſe upon his violation 
of it. Upon this ground the Apoſtle inſtitutes a pa- 


rallel between Adam and Chriſt; That as by one Mans Rom, 5.19; 


diſobedience many were made ſinners; ſo by the obedi- 
ence of One, many were made righteons. As Chriſt in 
his Death'on the Croſs did not ſuffer as a private per- 
ſon, but as a ſurety and ſpoſor repreſenting the whole 
Church, according to the teſtimony of Scripture, 7 


one died for all, then all were dead : ſo the firlt 2 Cor. 5-15: 
Adam who was the figure of hine that was to come, 1 gom. $. 14 


his 'Diſobedience was eſteem'd a -prblick Perſon, re- 
preſenting the whole race of Mankind; and by a juſt 
Law it was not reſtrain'd to himſelf, but 1s the Sin of 
the common nature. Adam broke the firſt link in 
the chain whereby Mankind was united: to God, and' 
all the other parts which depended upon it are necef- 
farily ſeparated from him. From hence the Scripture 


ſaith, that by Nature we are Children of wrath, that phe. a. 3. 


1s, liable to puniſhment, and that hath relation to 
guilt. . | 

\ And of this we' have convincing R—— in the 
common Evils which aflidt Mankind, beforethe com- 
F 2 miſſion 
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Chap. III. miſſion of any aFxal Sin. The Cries of Infants who 
YN are only eloquent to grief, but dumb to all thingselſe, 
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Plin.Prol. 1, 9, 


dicover that Miſeries attend them. The Tears which 
arc born with their Eyes {ignifie they are come into a 
ſtate of Sorrow. How many Troops of Deadly Diſ- 
caſes are ready toſeize on them immediately after their 
Entrance into the World? which are the apparent ef- 
fects of God's diſpleaſure, and therefore argue Man 
to be guilty of ſome. great-crime from his Birth. The 
Ignorance of this made the Heathens accuſe Nature, 
and blaſpheme God under that magk, as leſs kind and 
indulgent to Man than to the Creatures below. him. 
They are not under ſo; hard a, Law of coming into 
the World. They are preſetitly-inſtructed to Swim, to 


. Flye, to Run for their preſervation:: They are cloathed 
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Rom. $. 12, 
14, 37» 


by Nature, and their Habits grow-1n proportion with 
their Bodies, ſome with Feathers, ſome with Wool, 
others with Scales which are both Habit.and Armour : 
But Manwhois alone ſenſible of ſhame, is bornnaked, 
and though of a more delicate temper is more expoſed 
to injuries by diſtemper'd Seaſons, and utterly unable 
to repel or avoid the evils that encompaſs him, Now 
the account the. Scriptare gives of 0#7ginal Sin filenges 
all theſe complaints, Man js a Tranſgreſſor from the 
Womb, and how can he expe a favourable Receprti- 
on into the Empire of an offended God ? Briefly, Some- 
times Death enters into the retirements of Nature, and 
changes the Womb into a Graves which proves, that 
ailoon as we partake,of the humane Nature,we are guil- 
ty of the Sin that is common to it; For the wages of 
Sinis Death. Adam in his innocent ſtate had the Pri- 
viledge of Immortality, but by him $iz entred into the 
world, and death by ſin, and ſo death paſſed upen all 
men,. as... juſt, Sentence upon the 'guilty, ' for that-all 
men have [inned. | 
2, An 
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2. An Hereditary Corruption is tranſmitted to all 
that naturally deſcend from him. If Adam had con- 
tinued in his Obedience, the ſpiritual as well as the 
natural Life had been conveighed to his Children, but 
for his Rebellion he loſt his primitive Reftitude, and 
contracted an univerſal Corruption; which he derives 
to all his Poſterity. And as in a Dileaſe there is the 
defe of Health, and a diſtemper of the hyumonrs that 
afte&s the Body; ſo 1n the depravation of Nature 
there is not the meer want of holineſs, but a ſtrong 
proclivity to ſin. This privation of original Righteoul- 
neſs con{ider'd as a Sin, 1s naturally from Adam, the 
principle of lapſed and corrupt Nature : But as a pu- 
niſhment, 'tis meritoriouſly from him, and falls under 
the ordination of Divine Juſtice, Man caſt it away, 
and God righteouſly refules to reſtore it. *Tis a ſol- 
licitous impertinency to enquire »zicely about the man- 
ner of conveying this #»iverſal Corruption. For the 
bare knowlede of it is ineffeftual to the care. And 
what greater folly than to make our own evils the 
obje@ of ſimple Speculation? I ſhall conſider only that 
general account of it, which is ſet down 1a the Serjp- 
Fare. 

'Tis the univerſal and unchangeable Law of Nature, 
that every thing produce its like, not only in regard 
of the ſame nature that 1s propagated from one #d7- 
vidual to another, without a change of the ſpecies, but 


in reſpe&t of the qualities with which that nature is. 


eminently affe&ted. This is viſible in the ſeveral kinds, 
of Creatures in the world, they all prelerve the nature 
of the principle from whence they are derived, and 
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retain the vein of their original, the quality of their. 


 extraFion. Thus our Saviour tells us that #he fruit 


partakes of the rottenneſs of the Tree : and what- 
ever is born of the fleſh, is fleſh. 


The title of Fleſh 
doth 
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doth not fignifie the zaterial part of our humanity, but 
the Corruption of Sin with which the whole nature is 
infefted. This 1s evident by the deſcription the A4po- 
file gives of it 3 That the fleſh is not ſubjeF to the Law 
of God, and that which aggravates the evil is, that it 
can't be. Sinful Corruption 1s expreſt by this title, 
partly in regard it is tranſmitted by the way of carnal 
propagation; Behold 7 was ſhapen in iniquity, and in 
Sin did my Mother conceive me ; And partly in regard 
ris exerciſed by the carnal members. This Corrupti- 
on is a poiſon ſo ſubtle that it pierces into all the 
powers of the Soul ; ſocontagiousthat it infects all the 
ACtions ; ſo obſtinate that only Oxznipotent Grace can 
heal it. More particularly ; 


I. 'Tis an 72»ate Habit, not meerly acquir'd by 7- 
»itation. The root of bitterneſs is planted in the 
Humane Nature, and produces its fruits in the various 
ſeaſons of Life. No age is free from its working 3 
Every imagination of the thoughts of Mans heart are 
only evil, and continually evil. We ſce this'verified 
in Children, when the moſt early acts of their Reaſon, 
and the #7 inſtances of their Apprehenſion are in Sin. 
If we aſcend higher, and conſider Man in his Infant-ſtate, 
the vicious inclinations which appear in the Cradle, the 
violent motions of anger which diſturbs S«cklings, 
their endeavour to exerciſe a weak revenge on thoſe 
that difpleaſe them, convince us that the Corruption 
Is zatural, and procceds from an infeted Original. 

2. As 'tis Natural, ſo Univerſal. ho can bring 4 
clean thing out of an unclean? That is, How can a 
Righteous perſon be born of a Sinner > The Anſwer 


1s peremptory, Not oe. The Fountain was poiſon'd 


in Adam, and all the Streams partake of the infection. 
All that are derived from him in a nataral Oy 
ave 
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have a relation to him as their commons, Father, are 
ſharers in this depravation. What difidrence loever 
there is in their C/;imates, Colours and external cnn- 
ditions of life, yet the Blood from wheace they ſpring 
taints them all. 

3. Corrupt Nature 1s pregyant with the ſeeds of all 
Sin, though they do not ſhoot forth together: And 
for this ſeveral accounts may be given. 1. Though 
all Sins agree in their caſe and exd, yet ſome are con- 
trary in their exerciſe. 2. The hamane (pirit 1s not 
capable of many Paſſions in their height at the ſame 
time; and 'tis the art of our ſpiritxal Enemies to ſuit 
their Temptations to the capacity of Man. 3. As the 
ſame Poiſon produces different effeFs in different Bo- 
dies, according to thoſe various Hamours which are 
predominant in them; ſo the ſame Corruption of Na- 
ture works variouſly according to the different tem- 
pers of Men. For though the conception of Sin de- 
pends immediately upon the Soul, yet to the bringing 
of it forth the concurrence of the external Faculties is 
requiſite, Thus a Yolxptuary who 1s reſtrain'd from 
the groſs atts of Senſuality by a Diſeaſe, or Age, may 
be as vicious in his Deſires, as another who follows the 
pernicious {wing of his Appetite having a vigorous 
Complexion. Briefly, The variety of circumſtances 
by which the inward corruption 1s excited and drawn 
forth, makes a great difference as to the open and vi- 
ible aFs of it. Thus an ambitious perſon who uſes 
Clemency to accompliſh his deſign, would exerciſe 
Cruelty it 'twere neceſlary to his end. 

'Tis true, ſome are really more fexperate, and cx- 
empted from the tyranny of the fleth than others; 
Cicero was more vertuous than Catiline, and Socrates 
than Ariſtophanes : But theſe are priviledged perlons, 
in whom the efficacy of Diyine Providence either by 

| formiag 
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Chap. III. forming them in the Womb, or in their Education, or 
WON by conducting them in their matrrer Age, hath cor- 
rected the malignity of Nature. AU men have ſind 
and come ſhort of the glory of God's Image. And that 
Sin breaks not forth ſo outragioully in ſome as in others, 
the reſtraint 1s from an higher Principle than common 
and corrupt Nature. 

4. This Corruption though Natxral, yet 'tis Volun- 
tary and Culpable. ——S_ 

I. In ſome reſpects *tis Yoluntary: 1. Inits principle 
and cauſe, the will of 4dam that Originally wag ours. 
All Habits receive their charaFer from thoſe a&s by 
which they are produced; and as the Diſobedience of 
Adam was voluntary, fo is the Depravation that ſprun 
from it. 2. *'Tis inherent in the Will. If Adam had 
derived a Leprofie to all Men it were an involuntary e- 
vil; Becauſe the Diſeaſes of the Body are forreign to the 
Soul : But when-the Corruption invades the 7ternal 
Faculties, 'tis denominated from the ſubje# wherein 
'tis ſeated. 3. *Tis voluntary in its effects, the num- 
berleſs aftual Sins proceeding from it: and if the as 
that freely flow from this corruption are voluntary, 
the principle muſt be of the ſame nature. 

2. *Tis Culpable. The formality of Sin conſiſts in 
its oppoſition to the Zaw, according to the definition 
of the Apoſtle, Sr is a tranſgreſſron of the Law. Now 
the Law requires an entire reFztudein all the Faculties. 
It condemns corrupt inclinations, the originals as well 
as the a&Fs of Sin. Belides, Concupiſcence was not i#- 
herent in the humane Nature in its Creation, but was 
contracted by the Fa//. The Soul is ſtript of its 24- 
tive Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, and inveſted with 
contrary qualities. There 1s as great a difference be- 
tween the corruption of the Soul in its degenerate 
ſtate, and its primitive purity, as between the loath- 

ſomneſs 


Rom, 3. 23, 


in Contriving Man's Redemption, 
ſomneſs of a Carcaſs, and the beauty of a living Bo- 
dy. Sad change! and to be lamented with tears of 
confulion, 

That the ſin of 44a: ſhould be ſo "ga to all his Po- 
ſterity, is the moſt difficult part in the whole order of 
Divine Providence. Nothing more offends carnal 
Reaſon, which forms many ſpeczous Objections againſt 
it, I will briefly conſider them. 

Since God {aw that Adam would not reſiſt the Tem- 
ptation,and that upon his Fa// the whole race of Man- 
kind, which he ſupported as the foundation, would 
ſink into ruine, why did he not confirm him againſt it, 
was it not within his Power, and more ſuitable to his 
Wiſdome, Holineſs and Goodnels ? 

To this I anſwer. 

1. The Divine Power could have preſerved Man in 
his Integrity, either by laying a reltraint on the apoſtate 
Angels that they ſhould never have made an attempt 
upon him ; or by keeping the Underſtanding waking 
and vigilant to diſcover the danger of the Temptation, 
and by fortifying the Will, and rendring it impenetra- 
ble to the fiery darts of Satan, without any prejudice 
to its freedom. For that doth not conliſt in an abſo- 
lute Indifference, but in a judicious and deliberate 
choice; ſo that when the Soul is not led by a blind 
inſtin&t, nor forc'd by a forreign power, but embraces 
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what it knows and approves, it then enjoys the moſt ſariabitur 


true Liberty. Thus 1n the glorthed Spirits above, by 
the full ond 
indeclinably fixt upon its ſxpreme Good, and this is its 
Crownand Perfection. 

2. It was moſt ſuitable to the Divine Wiſdom, to 
leave Man to (ſtand or fall by his own choice : 

1. To diſcover the neceſſary dependence of all ſe- 
cond Cauſes upon the firſk, No Creature 1s abſo- 
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conſtant Light of the Mind, the Will 1s mavitur Cha- 
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lutely ;-2peccable, but the moſt perfeRis liable to imper- 


YN fetion. He that is eſſentially, is _ unchangeably 
c 
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Good. Infinite Goodneſs alone excludes all poſlibility 
of receiving Corruption. The Fall of Angels and 
Man convince us, that there 1s one ſole Being 1immuta- 
bly Pure and Holy, on whom all depend and without 
whoſe Infixence they cannot be, or muſt be eternally 
miſerable. | 
2, 'Twas very fit that Adam: ſhould be f7/t in a ſtate 
of Trial, before he was confirm'd in his Happineſs. The 
reaſon of it is clear, he was left to his own judgment 
and eleFion that Obedience might be his choice, and 
in the performance of it he might acquire a #ztle to 
thereward. A determinating vertue over him had croſt 
the exd of his Creation, which was to glorihe God in 
ſuch a free manner. Therefore in Paradiſe there were 
amiable objeFs to allure the lower Faculties, before 
they were diſordered by Sin. The forbidden Fruit 
had beauty toinvite the Eye, and ſweetneſs to delight 
the Palate. And if upon the competition of the Ser- 
ſaal with the TnteeFual Good he had rejected the one 
and choſe the other, he had been rais'd to an un- 
changeable ſtate; his Innocence had been crown'd 
with Perſeverance. As the Angels who continued 1n 
their Duty, when the reſt revolted, are finally eſtabliſht 
in their Integrity and Felicity. And the Apoſtle gives 
us an account of this order, when he tells us, That was 
firſt which was natural, then that which is ſpiritual and 
ſupernatural. Man wascreatedin a ſtate of perfection, 
but 'twas Natural, therefore mutable, the confirming 
of him immediately had been Grace, which belongs to 
a more excellent Diſpenſation. Now to bring Man 
from not being to a ſupernatural ſtate, without trial 
of the riddle ſtate of Nature, was not ſo congruous 
to the Divine Wiſdome. | 
3. The 
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1. Man was made Upright ; He had no inward Cor- 
ruption to betray him 3 There was Antidote enough in 
his Nature to expel the ſtrongeſt Temptation. 

2. God was not bound to hinder the commiſſion of 
Sin: *Tisa true Maxime, that in debitis cauſa deficiens 
efficit moraliter : But God is not only free from ſub- 
jection to a Law, as having no Superiour, but was 
under no voluntary Obligation by Promiſe to prevent 
the Fall. 

3. Neither doth that frſ# AQ of Sin refle& on God's 
unſpotted Providence which ſuffer'd it, as if Sin were 
in any degree allowed by Him. The Holy Law which 
God gave to direct Man, the terrible Threatning an- 
next to warn him, declare his irreconcileable Hatred 
againſt Sin, He permits innumerable Sins every day, 
yet He is as jealous of the Honour of his Holineſs 
now, as in the beginning. 'Tis the worſt impiety for 


3. The permiſſion of the Fall doth not refle& on the Chap. !1l. 
Divine Purity ; For LAWNS 


the Sinner to think God like himpelf, as if he took pral. go. 21; 


complacency in Sin, becauſe he is ſilent for a time and 
ſuffers the commiſſion of it. In the next ſtate he will 
fully vindicate his Glory, and convince the whole 
World of his eternal averſation from Sin, by inflicting 
on ſinners the moſt dreadful and durable torments. 

4. The goodneſs of God isnot diſparag'd by permit- 
ting the fall : This appears by conſidering, 

1. That God beſtowed on Man an cxcellent being, 
and a happineſs that might ſatisfie his Nature, conſt- 
der'd as humane, or holy. But he perverted the favours 
of God to his diſhonour, and this doth not leflen the 
goodneſs that gave them. *Tis unreaſonable to judge 
of the value of a Benefit by the ingrateful abuſe of 
the receiver, and not from its own Nature. *'Tis a 
choſen 24; ſery that is come upon Man, and not to be 
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Chap. 111, imputed to any defet of the-Divine Goodneſs. 
LYN) 2. God is infinitely Good notwithſtanding the en- 
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trance of Sin and Miſery into the World. We muſt 
diſtinguiſh between Natxrat and Voluntary Agents. 
Natural Agents have no power to ſuſpend their A&Fs, 
but are entirely determin'd, and their Operations are 
ad extremum virium, to the utmolt of their efficacy. 
If there were infinite degrees of Heat there would be 
no Cold, it being overcome by the force of its con- 
trary. But God 1s a wiſe and free Agert, and as he is 
Infinite in Goodneſs z ſo the exerciſ2 of it is voluntary, 
and only ſo far as he pleaſes. 

3. Godis an oxmipotent Good, and 'tis his peculiar 
glory to bring Good out of Evil, that by the oppofi- 
tion and luſtre of Contraries his Goodneſs might be the 
more conſpicuous. To ſpeak ſtrictly, Sin 1s the only 
evil-in the world : for all the reſt which appear ſo to 
our fancies and appetites, are either ablolutely good, 
orupon the ſuppoſal of Sin : viz. either for the refor- 
»ration of Sinners, or for the rai#e of the Obſtinate. 
Now the Evil of Sin God permitted as a fit occaſion 
for the more glorious diſcovery of his Attributes, in 
ſending his Son into the world to repair his Image 
which was defac'd, and to raiſe Man from an Farrhly 
to Celeſtial Happineſs. TI ſhall conclude with the excel- 
lent Anſwer of St. 4#ſtiz tothe adverſary of the Law 
and the Prophets : £uibws auterm videtur fic hominen 
fieri debuiſſe ut peccare nollet, non eis diſpliceat ſic eſſe 
faFum, ut non peccare poſſet, þ nollet. Nunquid enim fi 
melior efſet qui non poſſet peccare, ideo non beneſaFus eft 
qui poſſet &* non peccare ? . An vero unſque adeo deſipi- 
endum eſt, ut homo videat melins aliquid fieri debuiſſe, 
& hoc Deum vidiſſe non putet £ Ant putet vidiſie & cre- 
dat facere noluiſſe * Aut voluiſſe quidem &» minime po- 
tuiſſe? Avertat hoc Dews 4 Cordibas piorum. The ſub- 
{tance 
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ſtance of which is this, That 'tis an impious folly to Co. 17 
imagine that God was either defective in wiſdom, not IND 


to know what was the beſt ſtate for man in his Creati- 
on; or defeGive in goodneſs that knowing it, he would 
not confer it upon him; or defective 1in power that 
willing, he was unable to make him better, 

There is another Objection vehemently urg'd, that 
the imputation of Adam's Sin to all his poſterity who 
were not exiſtent at that time, and did not give their 
perſonal conſent to the Treaty between God and him, 
15s inconſiſtent with Juſtice; To this I anſwer. 

1. The terms of the firſt Covenant are ſuch, that 
the common Reaſon of Mankind cannot juſtly refuſe. 
For ſuppoſe all the Progeny of Adam had appear'd 
with him before their Creator, and this had been pro- 
pounded, that God would make an agreement with 
their common Father on their behalf, that if he conti- 
nued in his Obedience, they ſhould enjoy a happy Im- 
mortality ; it he declined from it, they ſhould be de- 
priv'd of Blefſedneſs: What ſhadow of exception can 
be form'd againſt this propoſal? For God who 1s the 
Maſter of his own favours, and gives them upon what 
terms he pleaſes, might upon their refuſal have juſtly 
annihilated them. The Command was equal, and his 
Obedience for all was as eafie, as that of every parti- 
cular perſon for himſelf. 

Beſides, Adam was as much concern'd to obſerve 
the Conditions of the Covenant, for ſecuring his own 
intereſt, as theirs, and after a ſhort time of trial they 
ſhould be confirm'd in their Bleſſeduels, By all which 
'tis apparent how reaſonable the conditions of the 
original Agreement between God and Man are. 

2. God hath a power over our Wills ſuperiour to 
that we our ſclves have. If God offers a Covenant 


to the Creature, the terms being equal, 1t becomes a 
Law, 


45 _ThehHarmony of the Divine Attributes, 


Chap. Ill. Law, and conſent is due as an a#'of Obedence. And 
if a Community may appoint one of their number to 
be their Repreſentative, to tranſact affairs of the greateſt 
moment, and according to his management, the be- 
nefit, or damage, ſhall accrue to them, becauſe he is 
reckon'd to perform the wills of them all; May not 
God who hath a ſupreme dominion over us, conſti- 

vid. Ward de tute Adam the Repreſentative of Mankind, and unite 

Peccat.origin. the conſent of all in his general Will, fo that as he ful- 

filled or neglected his Duty, they ſhould be happy or 
miſerable? This Conſideration alone, that the f7ſ# Co- 
venant was order'd by God, may perfectly fatisfie all 
enquiries. As Salvian having confeſt his Ignorance in 
the reaſons of ſome diſpoſitions of Providence, filences 

Salv.lib.z, de all ObjeFions with this 5 Nihil in hacre opus eft aliquid 

Proy. . andire, ſatis ſit pro univerſis rationibus Author Deus. 
Neither is this a meer extrizſck, Argument, as Au- 
thority uſually is, becauſe there is an intrinſick reaſon, 
of this Authority, the abſolute Reftitude and Juſtite 

Plal, 145.19. Of Gods nature, Who 3s righteous in all his ways, and 
holy in all his works. 


in Contriving Man's Redemption. 
CHAP. IV. 


The impoſſibility of Mans Recovery by his Natural Power. 
He cannot regain his Primitive Holineſs. The Un- 
derſtanding and Will the ſuperionr Faculties are de- 
prav'd. The Mind is ignorant and inſenſible of our 
Corruption. The Will x more deprav'd than the 
Mind. Jt embraces only Senſual Good. Carnal 
Objetts are wonnding to the Conſcience, and unſa- 
tis fying to the Attections, yet the Will eagerly purſues 
them. The moral Impetence, that ariſeth from a per- 
verſe Diſpoſition of the Will, 7s culpable. Neither 
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the Beauty nor the Reward of Holinels can prevail 


upon the unrenewed Will. Guilty Man cannot reco- 
ver the Favour of God. He is unable to make Sa- 
tisfaction to Juſtice, He is incapable of real Reper- 
tance, which might qualifie him for Pardon. 


Hen Adam was expell'd from Paradiſe, the en- 
trance was guarded by a flaming Sword, to 
{ignifie, That all hopes of Return by the way of Nature 
are cut off for ever. ' He loſt his Right, and could not 
recover it by Power. The chiefeſt ornaments of Pa- 
radiſe are the Image and Favour of God, of which 
he 1s juſtly depriv'd : and there is no poſlibility for 
him to regain them. What can he expect from his awn 
Reaſon that betrayed him to ruin ? If it did not ſup- 
port him when he ſtood, how can it raiſe him when he 
is fallen? If there were a power in /apſed Man to re- 
{tore himſelf, it would exceed the original Power he 
had to will and obey : It being infinitely more difficult 
for a dead man to riſe, than for a /iving man to put 
torth vital Adtions. 
For the clearer opening of this Point, concerning 
Mans 
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Ephel. 4. 24. 
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Mans abſolute Diſability to recover his Primitive State, 
[ will diſtin#ly conſider. it, with reſpeCt to the Image 
and Favour of God, upon which his Bleſledneſs de- 
pends. 

1. He cannot recover his Primitive Holineſs, This 
will appear by conſidering, that whatſoever is corrup- 
ted in 1ts noble parts, can never reſtore it ſelf; the 
power of an External Agent is requiſite for the recove- 


Ting of its Integrity. This is verified by innumerable 


inſtances, in things Artificial and Natwral, If a Clock 
be diſorder'd by a fall, the Workman muſt mend it, be- 
fore it can be uſeful. If Wine that is rich and gene- 
rous declines by the loſs of Spirits, it can never be ye- 
vived without a new ſupply. In the humane Body, 
where there is a more xoble form, and more powerful 
to redreſs any evil that may happen to the parts, if a 
Gangrene \(eize on any Member, nothing can reſiſt its 
courſe but the application of outward means; it can- 
not be cured by the zxternal principles of its conſtitu- 
tion. And proportionably in moral Agents, when the 
Faculties which are the principles of a&7oz are cor- 
rupted, it is impoſſible, without the virtue of a Di- 
vine cauſe, they ſhould ever be reſtor'd to their origi- 
al Refitude. As the Image of God was at firſt im- 
printed on the Humane Nature by Creation, ſo the 
renewed Image is wrought in him by the ſame creating 
Power. This will be moreevident by conſidering that 
inward and deep depravation of the Underſtanding 
and Will, the two Superiour Faculties which command 
the reſt, , 

I. The Underſtanding hath loſt the right apprehen- 
fion of things. As $7# began in the darkneſs of the 
Mind, fo one of its worſt efe&s is, the encreafing that 
Darkneſs which can only be diſpell'd by a ſupernatural 
Light. Now what the Eyeis to the Budy, that is the 
Mind 
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Life. And if the light that is in ws be darkneſs, how 


4.3 
Mind for the direting the Will and conducting the Chap. IV. 


LEV Yo! 


great is that darkneſs * How irregular and dangerous wa. s. 23. 


muſt our motions be ? Not only the lower part of the 


Soul is under a dreadful diſorder; but the Spirit of Ephel, 4. 23 


the mind, the divineſt part is depraved with Ignorance 
and Error. The Light of Reaſon is not pure ; But 
as the Sun when with its bears it ſends down _ 
tial Influences, and corrupts the Azy in the enlightning 
it, ſothe carnal Mind corrupts the whole Man, by re- 


preſenting good as evil, and evil as good, The Wiſ- Rom. 11. 9. 


dome of the fleſh is enmity againſt God. And the Apo- 


{tle deſcribes the (tate of the Gentile World, That their tphel, 4.11. 


underitandings were darkened, being alienated from the 
life of God, through the ignorance that is in them, be- 
cauſe of the blindneſs of their hearts, The corrupti- 
on of their Manners proceeded from their Minds. For 
all Vertues are directed by Reaſon in their Exerciſe, 
ſo that if the Underſtanding be darken'd, all vertuous 
Operations ceale. 

Beſides, corrupt Man being without Light and Life 


can neither diſcern, nor feel his Miſery; The carnal eph. g. 19. 


Mind is infenfible of its Infirmity, ignorant of its Ig- 
norance, and ſuffers under the incurable extreams of 
being blind, and imagining that 'tis very clear-ſighted, 
More particularly the Reaſons why the carnal Mind 
hath not a due ſenſe of ſinful Corruption are, 

I. Becauſe 'tis zatural, and cleavegto the principles 
of our being, from the Birth and Conception, and »a- 
tural things do not affect us, 

2. Tis confirm'd by Cxſtome, which is a ſecond Na- 
ture, and hatha ſtrange power to ſtupifie Conſcience 
and render it inſenſible, As the Hiſtorian obſerved 
concerning the Roman Soldiers, that by conſtant uſe 
their Arms were no more a burthen to them than their 
natural Members, H 3. In 


1 Cor. 2.14, 
2 Cor. 4-5. 
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3. Inthe tra»ſtiox from the Infant-ſtate, to the age 
of diſcerning, Mareis incapable of obferving his native 
Corruption: ſince at f-# he a&tsevilly, and is in con- 
ſtant converſation with Sinners, who bring Vice into 
his acquarntance; and by making it famihiar, lefſen the 
horrour and averfation from it. Befides, thoſe corrupt 
and numerous examples wherewith he is encompalt, 
call torth his ſinful inchnations, which as they are 
heightened by repeated acts, and become more ſtrong 
and ob\tinate, ſo leſs ſogſible to him. And by this we 
may underi{tand how irrecoverable Man is by his own 
Reaſon. The firſ# ſtep to our Cure 1s begun 1n the 
knowledge of our Diſeaſe, and this diſcovery is made 
by the Underſtanding, when 'tis ſeeing and vigilant, 
not when 'tis blind. A Diſeafe in the Body is perceived 
by the Mind, but when the Soul is the affected part, 
and the reFitude of Reaſon is loft, there is no remain- 
ing principle to give notice of it. And as that Diſeaſe 
1s moſt dangerous which ſtrikes at the Lite, and 1s with- 
out Pain; for Pain isnot the chief evil but ſuppoſes it, 
'tis the ſpur of Natare urging us to ſeek for Cure: Sothe 
corruption of the Underſtanding 1s very fatal to Man; 
for although he labours under many pernicious Luſts 
which in the iſſue will prove deadly, yet he is inſenſible 
of tnem, and from thence follows a Careleſneſs and 
Contempt of the means for his Recovery. . 

2, The Corruption of the Will is more incurable 
than that of thaAMind. For 'tis full not only of Impo- 
tence, but Contrariety to what is ſpiritually good. 
There are ſome weak ſtriFyres of Truth in lapſed Man, 
but they dye in the Brain, and are powerleſs and inet- 
fectual as to the Will, which ruſhes into the embraces 
of worldly 0bjeFs. This the univerſal Experience of 
Mankind (ince the Fall doth evidently prove, and the 
account. of it is in the following Conliderations, 


t.. There- 


nels. 


Nature. 


ing, every one deſires to be happy: As the great 
flames and the little ſparks of fire all naturally af 
. to their ſphere. 
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I. There is a ſtrong inclination in Man to Happi- 
This deſire is 


From the Prince to the pooreſt wretch ; 
from the molt knowing to the meaneſt in underſtand- 


cend 


'2, The conſtituting of any thing to be our Happi- 
nels, is the frſ# and univerſal Maxime, from whence 


all zzoral conſequences are deriv'd. 
our Deſires, and the end of our a&7ons. 


'Tis the rule of 
As in natural 


_ the principles of their production operate ac- 
cording to their quality, ſo in oral things the end is 
as powerful to form the Soul for its Operations in order 
to it. Therefore as all deſire to be happy, ſo they ap- 
ply themſelves to thoſe means, which appear to be con- 


venient for the obtaining of it. | 
3. Every one frames a Happineſs according to his 


temper. 


etween the Obje& and the Appetite. 


The apprehenfions of it are anſwerable to 
the diſpoſitions of the perſon. For Felicity is the 7uire 4 73 
o__— which ariſes from the harmonious agreement 


Now Man by 


gn 


_ HapPt- Chap. IV. 
born and brought up with him, TLV WW 


and is common to all that partake of the reaſonable 


67010r wo 
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Arift. Lib. 3. 


his original and contracted corruption is altogether Erhic 
carnal, he inherits the Serpents curſe to creep on the 
earth, he cleaves to defiling and debaſing obje&s, and 
1s only qualified for ſex ſual ſatisfations. The Soul is 
incarnated, and it ſhapes a Happineſs & it ſelf, in the 
enjoyment of thoſe things which are delicious to the 
The ſhadow of felicity is purſued with equal 


Senſes. 


ardour, as that which is real and ſubſtantial. 


preme part of Man, the Underſtanding, is employ'd to 
{erve the lower Faculties, Reaſon is uſed to make him 
more 1ngemous and luxurious in Serſuality : So much 
more brutiſh than the Brutes is he become, when be- 
H 2 


The /u- 


(1des 


62 


Chap. 


LV YN 


Tit. 3. 3: 


The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 


Ty. ſides that part which is ſo by its natural condition, the 


moſt noble part is made ſo by unnatural choice and 
corruption. From hence the Apoſtle gives an univer- 
ſal CharaFer of Men in their corrupt ſtate, That they 
are fooliſh and diſobedient, deceived, ſerving divers 
luſts and pleaſures. This purſuit of Senſual pleaſure, 
is the ſervice of a Slave, which hath no other Law of 
his Life but the Will of his Maſter. The Servitude is 
divers, but all are Slaves, the Chains are not the ſame, 
ſome are more glittering but not leſs weighty , and 
every one is deprived of true Liberty. 

But the Bondage is ſo pleaſing, that corrupted Man 
prefers it before Spiritual and real Freedom. Senſual 
Luſts blind the Underſtanding, and bind the Will fo, 
that he is unable becauſe unwilling to reſcue himſelf. 
He is deluded with the falſe appearance of Liberty, and 
imagines that to live according to Rule is a (laviſh 
Confinement. As if the Horſe were free, becauſe his 
Rider allowes him a full career in a pleaſant Road,when 
the Bridle is in his Month, and he 1s under its impe- 
rious check at pleaſure. Or a Galley-{lave were free, 
becauſe the Veſlel wherein he rows with ſo much toil, 
roams over the vaſt Ocean. And whereas there are 
two Conſiderations which are proper to convince Man 
that the full and uncontin'd enjoyment of Worldly 
things cannot make him happy, becauſe they are 
wounding to the Conſcience, and unſatisfying to the 
AﬀeCtions; yet theſe are ineffectual to take him off 
from an eager purſuit of them. I will particularly con- 
ſider this, to ſhew how unable Man in his lapſed con- 
dition 1s to diſintangle himfelf from miſerable vanities, 
and conſequently to recover his loſt Holineſs. 

I. Senſual Pleaſures are wounding to the Conſci- 
ence, There 1s a ſecret ackaowigdamont: in every 
Mans Breaſt of a Superiour Power to whom he mult 
give 
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give an account, and though Conſcience be much im- Chap. 1V. 
pair'd in its Integrity, yet ſomtimes it recoils upon COA. 
the Sinner by the- foulneſs of his aGtions, and its teſti- 

mony brings ſuch terrour, as makes Sin very unplea- 

ſant. The Poet tells us, that of all the Torments of Hell, 

the moſt cruel and that which exceeds the reſt is, 


NoGe dieque ſuum geſtare in pefore teſtem. 


And how can the Sinner delight freely in that which 
vexes and frets the molt vztaland tender part? He can- 
not enjoy his charming Lulſts without guilt, nor embrace 
them without the relaFancy of a contradicting Prin- 
ciple within him. As the fear of Poiſon will imbit- 
ter the ſweeteſt Cup, ſo the pureſt Pleaſures are allay- 
ed with affliting apprehenſions of the frture, and the 
preſage of Judgment to come. Now Man in his Ser- 
ſaal [tate tries all ways to diſarm Conſcience, that he 
may pleaſe the lower appetites without regret. I will 
inſtance in the principal. 

1. He uſes many pleas and pretexts to juſtifie, or 
extenuate the evil, and if poſſible to ſatisfie carnality, 
and Conſcience too. Self-love, which is theeloquent 
advocate of Senſe, puts a varniſh upon Sin, to take off 
from its horrid appearance; and endeavours not only 
to colour the object, but to corrupt the Eye by a dil- 
guiling tiFure, that the (ight of things may not be 
according to truth, but the deſpre. Thus the Heather 
allowed Intemperance, Uncleanneſs, and other infamous 
Vices as innocent gratifications of Nature. Now it 
the Principles in Man are poiſoned, ſo that evil 1s 
eſteemed good, he then lives 1a the quiet practice of 
Sin without refleftion or remorſe. There 1s no ſting 
remains to awaken him out of Security. But it he 
cannot ſo far bribe Conſcience as to make it fitent, or 

tayourable 


54 


The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 


Chap. IV- favourable to that which delights the Senſe, if he can- 
CLWVYN not eſcape its internal condemnation, the next wethod 


is by a ſtrong diverſion to leſſen the trouble. 

2. When the carnal Mind ſees nothing within but 
what torments, and finds an intolerable pain in con- 
verſing with it ſelf, it runs abroad, and uſes all the 
arts of oblivion to loſe the remembrance of its true 
ſtate. As Caix, to drown the voice of Conſcience, 
fell a building Cities; and Saul, to diſpel his Melan- 
choly, call'd tor Muſeck, : The buſineſs and pleaſures of 
this life are dangerous amnuſemerts to divert the Soul, 
by the repreſentation of what 1s profitable or pleaſant, 
from conſidering the moral qualities of good and evil, 
Thus Conſcience, like an intermitting Pulſe, ceaſes for 
a while. Miſerable conſolation! which doth not re- 
move, but conceal the evil till it be paſt remedy. But 
if Conſcience, notwithſtanding all theſe evaſions, (till 
purſues a Sinner, and at times ſomething diſturbs his 
reaſon, and his reſt, yet he will not part with carnal 
Pleaſures. For being only acquainted with thoſe things 
that affect the Senſes, and having no reliſh of that 
Happineſs which 1s ſublime and ſupernatural, it he 
parts with them he 1s deprived of all delight, which is 
to him a ſtate more intolerable than that wherein there 
is a mixture of delight and torment. From hence it 
appears that the interpoſition of Conſcience, though 
witha flaming Sword between Man carnal, and his be- 
loved objeFs, 15 not cfigctual to reſtrain him. 

2. All worldly things are unſatisfying to the Aﬀecti- 
ons. There are three Conſiderations which depreciate 
and leſſen the value of any good, 

1. The ſhortneſs of its duratior. 

2, If it brings only a {light pleaſure. 

3. If that pleaſure be attended with tormernts. 

All which are contrary to the eſſential properties is 
the 
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the ſupreme Good , which is perpetual, and fincere 
without the leaſt mixture of evzl, and produces the 
higheſt delight to the Soul. Now all theſe concur to 
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vilifie worldly things: 1. They are ſhort in their 4zra- 17. 40. 6, 1. 


tion: Not only the voice of Heaven but of the Earth ! _ "=p 


PIL-IELIEM 


dzclares this, That all fleſh is graſs, and the glory of it as 


the flower of the graſs. Lite the foundation of all Texe- Pinder. 


poral enjoyments is but a Span: The longeſt Liver can 
meaſure in a thought the ſpace of time between his 
Infant-ſtate and the preſent hour : how long ſoever, it 
ſeems as ſhort to him as the twinkling of an eye. And 
all the glory of the fleſh, as Titles, Treaſures, De- 
lights, areas the flower of the graſs, which is the moſt 
tender among(t Vegetables, and fo weak a ſubſiſtance, 
that alittle breath of Wind, the hand of an Infant, the 


teeth of a Worm can deſtroy it. The pleaſures of Sin Heb. 11. u5, 


( under which Secular Greatneſs and Wealth are com- 
prehended) are but for. 4 ſeaſon. They are ſo ſhort- 
liv'd, that they expire in the birth, and die whiltt they 
are taſted. Again; they bring only a flight pleaſure, 
being diſproportionable to the defires of the Soul. 
They are confin'd to the Sexſes, wherein the Beaſts 
are more accurate than Max, but can't reach tothe up- 


per and more comprehenſive Faculties. Nay they can- Eccle(.: 


not ſatisfie the greedy Senſes, much leſs quiet the ſpi- 
ritual and immortal Appetite, What the Poet ſpeaks 
with aſtoniſhment of Alexander's inſatiable Ambition. 


A tuat infelix anenito limite mund!, 


That the whole World ſeem'd to him as a narrow Pri- 
fon, wherein he was miſerable, and as it were ſuffoca- 


ted, is true of every one. If the World was ſeated 
m the Heart of. Man, it can no more fatishe it, than 


the Picture of a Feaſt can fill the Stomach. Beſides, 


VEexation: 
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vexation is added to the vanity of worldly things. 
And that either becauſe the vehement delights of Senſe 
corrupt the temperament of the Body in which the v3- 
tal complexion conſiſts, and expoſe it to thoſe ſharp 
Diſeaſes, that it may be ſaid without an Hyperbole, 
That a thouſand Pleaſures are not equal to ove Hours 
pain that attends them: or, becauſe of the inward tor- 
ture of the Mind, ariſing from the ſenſe of Guilt and 
Folly, which 1s the anticipation of Hell it ſelf, the be- 
ginning of etcrnal Sorrows. 

Now theſe things are not obſcure Articles of Faith, 
nor abſtrafted DoFrines, to be conlider'd only by re- 
fined Reaſon, but are manifeſt and clear as the Light, 
and verifhed by continual Experience : 'Tis x Wha 
ſtrange to amazement, that Man ſhould fearch after 
Happineſs in theſe things where he knows 'tis not to be 
found, and court real T»felicity under a deceitful ap- 
pearance, when the Fa/acy is tranſparent. Who from 
a principle of Reaſon would chooſe for his Happineſs a 
real Good, which after a little time he ſhould be de- 
priv'd of for ever? or a ſlight good for ever? as the 
lightof a Pi@xre, or the hearing of 24uſick, Yet thus 
unreaſonable is Man in his corrupt ſtate, whoſe Soul is 
truly izz-z0rtal, and- capable of infinite Bleilednels, 
yet he chooſes thoſe delights which are neither ſatisfy- 
ing nor laſting. And becauſe the Humane Under- 
ſtanding from time to time is convinc'd of the vanity 
of all ſublunary things, therefore to leflen the vexa- 
tion which ariſes from Diſappointment, and that the 
Appetite may not be taken off from them, corrupted 
Man tries 

I. By variety of objeFs to preſerve uniformity in 
Delight. The moſt pleaſing if confin'd to them grow 
nauſeous and inſipid, after the expiring of a few mo- 
ments there remains nothing bur ſatiety and ſickly re- 
ſentments : 
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?»»tments : andthen changes are the remedies, to take Chap:Tv. 


off the wearineſs of one pleaſure by another. The pg NU 


Humane Soul is under a perpetual inſtability of reſtleſs 
deſires, it deſpiſes what it enjoyes, and values what is 
new, as if Novelty and Goodneſs were the ſame in all 
temporal things. And as the Birds remain in the Air 
by conſtant motion, without which they would quick- 
ly fall to the Earth as other heavy bodies, there be- 
ing nothing ſolid to ſupport them; ſo the Spirit of 
Man,by many unquiet agitatiozs and continual changes, 
ſubſfiſts for a time, till at laſt it falls into Diſcontent and 
Deſpair, the Center of corrupt Nature. 

2. When preſent things are unſatisfactory, heenter- 
tains himſelf with Hope: for that being terminated 
on a future Object which is of a doubtful nature, the 
Mind attends to thoſe Arguments which produce a 
pleaſant belzef, to find that 1n ſeveral objeFs, which it 
cannot in any ſingle one, and to make up in zrmber, 
what is wanting in zzeaſure, whereas the preſent is ma- 
nifeſt and takes away all liberty of thinking. Upon 
this ground Senſual Pleaſure is more in expeFation than 
fruition + For Hope by a marvellous enchantment 
not only makes that which is future preſent, but re- 
preſenting in one view that which cannot be enjoyed 
but in the intervals of time, it unites all the ſucceſſive 
parts in one point, ſo that what is divided and leflen'd 
in the fruition, which is always gradual, is offer'd at 
once and entire, Thus Man carnal deceived by the 
imperfect light of Fazcy, and the falſe glaſs of Hope, 
chooſes a fiFitions telicity. Man walks in 4 vain ſhew. 
His.original Errour hath produced this in its own image. 
And although the complacency he takes in ſenſual ob- 
jeFs 15 like the joy of a diſtracted Perſon, the ſue of 
folly and ;/xſror, . and Experience diſcovers the de- 
ceit that 1s 1a them ; as ſmelling to an artificial Roſe 
undeceives 
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Chap.1V. undeceives the Eye; yet he will embrace his Error. 


OWNS 


Ma. $9. 20. 
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Mar is in a voluntary Dream, which repreſents to him 
the World as his Happineſs, and when he isawakened, 
he dreams again, chooſing to be deceiv'd with delight 
rather thanto diſcover the truth without it. This is ſet 
forth by the Prophet, Thou art wearied in the greatneſs 
of thy way, yet ſaideſt thou not there is no hope : that 
1s, Thou art tired in the chaſe of ſatisfaftion trom one 
thing to another, yet thou would\t not give over, but 
ſtill purſueſt thoſe ſhadows which can never be brought 
nearer to thee. And the true reaſon of it is, that 1n 
the humane Nature there is an intenſe and continual de- 
fire of Pleaſure, without which Lite itſelf hath no ſa- 
tisfaction. For Life conſiſting in the operatzons-of the 
Sou], either the external of the Senſes, or the izternal 
of the Mind, 'tis ſweetned by thoſe delights which 
are ſuitable to them. So that if all pleaſant operations 
ceaſe, without poſlibility of returning, Death 1s more 
deſirable than Life. And in the corrupt ſtate there 1s 
fo ſtrict an a//zance between the Fleſh and Spirit, that 
there is but one appetite between them, and that is of 
the Fleſh. : 
All the Deſigns and Endeavours of the carnal Man 
are by fit means to obtain ſatisfaction to his Senſes : as 
if the Contentment of the Fleſh and the Happineſs of 
the Soul were the ſame thing ; or as if the Soul were 
to dic with the Body, and with both, all Hopes and 
Fears, all Joys and Sorrows were at an end. The Fleſh 
1s now grown abſolute, and hath acquir'd a perfect 
Empire, and taken a full poſlefiton of all the Faculties. 
For this reaſon the Apoſtle tells us, They that are in the 
Fleſh cannot pleaſe God. And the carnal will is enmity 
againſt God, "tis not ſubjeF, neither can it be. 'T1s 
inſnar'd in the cords of Comcupiſcence, and cannot re- 
cover it ſelf from its fooliſh bovdage. But that doth 
not 
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not leſſen the guilt 3 which will appear by conſidering, Chap. IV. 
MV Yd 


there 15a twofold Impotence. 

1. There is a zatural Impotence which protects from 
the ſeverity of Juſtice. No Man is bound to ſtop the 
$41 11 its courſe, or to remove Mountains: For the bu- 
mane Nature was never endued with Faculties to do 
thoſe things. They are inculpably without our power. 
Now the Law enjoins nothing but what Man had in his 
Creation an orzgizal Power to perform. 

2, There is a oral Impotence, which ariſes from a 
perverſe diſpoſition of the Will, and is join'd with a 
delight inSin, and a ſtrong averſion from the holy Com- 
mands of God; and the more deep and inveterate this 


is, the more worthy 'tis of puniſhment. Ari#fotle al- Etbic. 3. 


ſerts, That thoſe who contra& invincible Habits by 
Cuſtome, are inexcuſable though they cannot abſtain 
from evil. For ſince Liberty conſiſts in doing what one 
wills, this impoſibility doth not deſtroy Liberty; the 
depravation of the Faculties doth not hinder their v0- 
lIuntary operations. The Urderſtanding conceives, 
the 1/:// chooſes, the Appetite deſires freely. A diſtraQ- 
ed Perſon that kills is not guilty of Murder, and there- 
fore ſecure from the Sentence of the Law. For his 
Underſtanding being diſtemper'd by the diſorder of 
the 7zzages 12 his Fancy, 1t doth not judge aright, fo 
that the aftion 1s involuntary, and therefore not cxl- 
pable. But there 1s a vaſt Me between thecauſcs 
of DiſtraFion, and thoſe which induce a carnal Man 
to fin. The firſt are ſeated in the diſtemper of the 
Brain, over which the Wi// hath no Power : whereas 
there ſhould be a regular ſubjection of the lower appe- 
titeto the Will enlightned and direfted by the Mind. 
The F/ it ſelf is corrupted and brought into Captivity 
by things pleaſing to the lower Faculties : It cannot 
difiatangle it (e]f, but its 7z2potence lies in its obſtinacy. 

dif This 


[/ 
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Chap. IV. This is the meanjng of St. Peter, ſpeaking concerning 
CLLYYNL unclean Perſons,/ That their eyes are full of adultery, and 
they cannot ceaſe from $in. 'Tis from their fault alone 
that they are without power. Therefore the Scripture 
repreſents Man to be 43+ and avis, weak but wicked. 
His diſability to ſupernatural Good, ariſes from an 3n- 
ordinate AﬀeCtion to that which is ſenſual. So that 'tis 
ſo far from excuſing, that it renders inexcuſable, being 
voluntary and vitzous. And in this the Diſeaſes of 
the Body are different from thoſe of the Soul. In the 
firf# the deſire of healing is ineffectual, through want of 
knowledge or power to apply Sovereign Remedies : 
Whereas 1n the ſecord, the (incere deſire of their Cure 

is ſufficient, for the Diſcaſes are corrupt deſires. 

The Natural Man is wholly led by Sexſe, by Fancy, 
and the Paſſions, and he eſteems it his 7xfelicity to be 
otherwiſe; as the degenerous 8l/ave, who was dif- 
pleaſed with a Fubilee, and refuſed Liberty. Servitude 
1s his Sexſuality. He isnot only in love with the un- 
worthy objeF, but with the vitzoxs affeftion, and ab- 
hors the cure of it. As one in the Poet that was ſo de- 
lighted in his pleaſant Madneſs, that he was offended 
at his Recovery ; 


— Cui ſic extorta voluptas 
Et demptus per vim mentis gratiſſimus error. 


This is acknowledged by St. Auſtiz in his Confeſſtons, 
where he deſcribes the ſtrife between Convition and 
Corruption 1n his Sou]. He tells us in the conflict be- 
tween Reaſon and Luſt, that he had recourſe to God, 
and his Prayer was, Da mrihi continentiam, ſed nol; 
mody, he defired Chaſtity, but not too ſoon, he was 
afraid that God ſhould hear his petition, it being more 
bitter than death to change his cuſtome. This is the 

general 
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eneral ſezſe though not the general 4;ſeonr/e of men. T7 
Rs the Fog your rmc gre defired his Phyſician to remove wk 
his Fever, but not his #hirſt, which made his drink 
very pleaſing to him: So Man in his ſex ſual (tate would 
fain be freed from the eſtuations of Conſcience, but 


he cheriſhes thoſe carnal defires, which give a high taſte lacer exrers 
- . oftaliratis 
to objeds ſuitable to theni, From hence it appears, ;c mage 


that though in the corrupt Nature there 1s no liberty hoc eſt, erran- 


of indifference to good and evil, yet thereis a liberty dineceſſirs, 


of delight in evil; and though the Will in its atural mor. Senec, 
capacity may chooſe good, yet 'tis morally determin'd by 


its love to evil. | » 
In ſhort, There is ſo much power not to ſinas isſuffici- +quzg ſurgere 


entto (in; that is, that the forbidden action be free, Anima on le 
- - . . non poreſt, 
and ſo become a Sin. Which ſtrange combination ef -_- 1g 


Liberty and Neceſlity is excellently expreft by St. Ber- dere porir, 


*« cc - i+0 - volunras in 
nard, That the Soul which fell by its own choice, —————_— 


<* can't recover it ſelf, is from the corruption of the corrupt? cor- 


«© W1lI, which overcome by the vitious love of the you: ">a 
ore lan- 


« Body, reje&s the love of Righteouſneſs, fo that in pucicens, & 


* a manner as ſtrange as evil, the Will being corrupted jacens, ame. 
* with Sin, makes a neceſlity to it ſelf, yet ſo that Fm Ine, 


t© the neceſſity being voluntary, doth not excuſe the I: neicioqus 
«* Will, nor the Will being pleaſantly and powerfully Provo, ſed. mi- 


ro modo, ipſa 
« allur'd exclude Neceſlity.. The Law therefore re- 6; wet b. 


mains in its full force, and God is righteous in the: com- my | 
em 1M acrer! 


manding and condemaing Sinners. From all that hath ,,,:.z ne- 
been diſcours'd 'tis evident, how 1mpoſlible it is for ce(ſiracem fa- 
corrupt Aer to recover his /oſt Holineſs: For there HET IE! 


are only two Morives to induce the reaſonable Creature voluncar: fir, 


to {eek aftterit. on we 
: #107 4 «ty 
1. Its Beauty and Lovelinels. nec volunras + 


2. The Reward. that attends it.. And both theſe A4r- cim fir illea, 


' excludere ne- 
guments are ineffectual to work upon him. ED 


I, The Zeauty of Holineſs, which excels all other 
created 
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vice oppanla 
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Chap. IV- - 
LWN glorious Attribute of the Deity, doth not allure him; 
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created PerfeCtions, it being a conformity to the moſt 


For, Unnſquiſque ut affeFus eſt ita judicat ; Man under- 
ſtands according to his Aﬀections. The renewed Mind 
can only ſce the eſſential and intimate Beauty of Ho- 
lineſs. Now in falz Man the clearneſs of the diſcerning 
power is loſt. As the zatwral Eye till *tis purged from 
vicious qualities, can't look on things that are bright 
and ſublime, and if it hath been long in darkneſs it 
ſuffers by the moſt pleaſing Object the light : fo the 
internal eye of the Mind, that it may ſee the lively 
luſtre of Holineſs, it muſt be cleanſed from the filthi- 
neſs of carzal Aﬀections, and having been ſo long under 
thick darkreſe it muſt be ſtrengthned, before it can 
ſuſtain the brightneſs of things ſpiritual. Till it be 
prepar'd, it can ſeenothing am7able and deſirable in the 
Image of God. 

2. The Reward of Holineſs hath no attra@ive 
power on the carnal Will; becauſe 'tis Future, and 
Spiritnal. | 

1. 'Tis Future, and therefore the conceptions of it 
are very dark and imperfe&t : The Soul is funk down 
into the Senſes, and they are ſhort-ſighted and can't 
look beyond what is preſent to the next life. And as 
the Images of things are weaken'd and confus'd propor- 
tionably to their diſtance, andsmake a fainter imprel- 
ſion upon the Faculty; ſo the repreſentation of Heaven 
and Bleſſedneſs as a Happineſs to come hereafter, and 
therefore remote, doth but coldly affe&t the Will. A 
preſent vanity, in the judgment of the carnal Soul, 
outweighs the moſt glorious futurity. Till there be 
taken from before its eyes the (in Tertul/zan's language) 
thick curtain of the viſible World, it cannot diſcern 


the difference between them, nor value the reward for 


its excellency and duration. 


2. Tis 


= 
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2, 'Tis Spiritual, and there mult be a divine Dilpo- Chap. IV. 
ſition of the Soul, before it is capable of it. The pure LH N 
in heart can only ſee the pure God. The Felicity above Mar. 5.8. 
is that which Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither 1 Cor. 2. 9. 
hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive. Now 
the carnal Van 1s only affected with groſs and corporeal 
things. The certainty, immen(ity, and iz1mortality of 
the Heavenly Reward doth not prevail with him to 
ſeek after it. He hath no palate for Spiritual Plcalures, 
'tis vitzated by luſcious Vanities, and can't reliſh -4- 
tional and refined Joys, *Till the temper of the Soul 
be altered, the bread of Angels is diſtaſteful to it. For 
the Appetite is according to the diſpolition of the $79- 
mach, and when that is corrupted, it longs for things 
hurtful and reje&s wholſlome food. IF a carnal Man 
were tranſ(Jlated to Heaven, where the Love of Cod 
reigns, and where the brighteſt and ſweeteſt diſcoveries 
of his Glory appear, he would not find Paradiſe in 
Heaven it ſelf. For Delight ariſes not meerly from the 
excellency of the objeF, but from the proportionable- 
neſs tothe Faculty. Though God 1s an i»firzte Good 
in himſelf, yet if he is not concerv'd as the Sxpream 
Good to Man, he cannot make him happy. 

Suppoſe ſome ſlight Convictions to be in the Mind, 
that happineſs conſiſts in the enjoyment of God, yet 
this being offer'd upon the terms of quitting all ſex- 
ſual Luſts, the carnal Man eſteems the condition im- 
poſtible, and therefore is diſcourag'd from uſing any en- 
deavours to obtain it. For to excite Hope 'tis not 
fufticient to propoſe a Reward that is real and excel- 
lent, but that is attainable. For although Hope hath 
its tendency to a difficult Good, as its proper objed, 
and the diffculty 1s ſo far from diſcouraging, that it 
quickens the Soul, and draws forth all the aFzve Powers, 
by rendering it greater in our eſteem; yet when the 
dithcalty 
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Ty. difficulty is exceſſive and confines upon 3»ypoſſebility, it 


Chap. 
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Abſtinere ne- 
queo. Grot, 
Jer. 18. 12: 


Luk, I4, 18, 
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dejects the Soul and inclines it to deſpair : Thus when 
the condition of obtaining ſome good is neceſſary, 
but inſufferable, it takes off from all endeavours 1n 
order to It. 

To conſider it 1n a temporal Caſe, will make it more 
clear. As one that labours under a Dropſee, and is vext 
with an intolerable and inſatiable thirſt, it a Phyſician 
{hould aſſure him of Cxre upon condition he would 
abſtain from drizkzng, he could not conceive any real 
hope of being healed, judging it impoſlible to reſiſt 
the importunity of his droxght, he therefore negledts 
the means, he drinks and dies. Thus the corrupt 
Heart of Man, that 1s under a perpetual thirſt of car- 
al Pleaſures, and 1s more inflamed by the ſatisfaction 
it receives, judges it an iſuperable condition to part 
with them for the acquiring of ſpiritual Happineſs : 
And this ſenſual and ſottiſh Deſpair cauſes a total neg- 
let of the means. 'Tis thus expreſt by the 1ſraelites, 
when God commanded them to return from the evil of 
their waies in order to their Happineſs, and they ſaid, 
There is no hope, but we will walk after our own devices, 
and we will every one do the imagination of his evil heart. 
They were Slaves to their domineering Appetites, and 
reſolved to make no trial about that they judg'd im- 
poſſible. Briefly, In faln Man there is ſomething predo- 
minant, which he values above the favour and fruition 
of God, and that is the World. As in the Parable, 
where Happineſs 1s ſet forth under the familiar repre- 
ſentation of a Feaſt, thoſe who were invited to it, ex- 
cuſe themſelves by ſuch reafons as clearly diſcover that 
ſome amiable Luft charm'd them fo ſtrongly, that in 
the competition 'twas prefer'd before Heaven. Ore 
ſaith, T have bought a piece of ground, and I muſt needs 


£0 ſee it; and another, I have bought a yoke of Oxen, 


and 
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and muſt go to prove them; and a third, Thave married 
a wife and cannot come. The objeFs of their Paſſions 
are different, but they all produce the ſame effe&, the 
rejetion of Happineſs. The ſam of all is this, That 
as Man fell from his Obedience, and loſt the Tmage of 
God, by ſeeking Perfection and Satisfation, that is, 
Happineſs in the creatwrre; lo hecannever return to his 
Obedience,and acknowledge God as his Supreme Lord, 
till he chooſes him for his Happineſs. And this he can 
never extirely do, till he is born again, and hath a zew 
principle of Life that may change the complexion of 
the Soul, and qualifie it for thoſe delights which are 
ſublime and ſpiritual. 

Secondly, Faln Mancan never recover the Favour of 
God; And this is evident upon a double account. 

1. He isnot able to make ſatisfaftion to Gods Juſtice, 
for the diſhonour _— to him. 

2. Heis incapable of real Repentance, which might 
qualifie him for Pardon. 

Firſt, He is unable to ſatisfie Juſtice for his offence, 
either by exact obedience for the future, or by endu- 
ring the puniſhment that is due to Sin. 

I. Suppoling that Man could perform exact Obedi- 
ence after his Fa/, yet that could not be ſatisfaction. 
'Tis eſſential to Satisfation, that the a&Fior by which 
'tis made, be in the power of the perſon that ſatisfies. 
A Servant as a Servant cannot make ſatisfaction for an 
injury done to his Lord, ' for whatſoever ſervice he 
performs was due before the offence, and is not pro- 
perly a reſtitution, becauſe 'tis not of his own. Now 
the compleat Obedience of. the Creature is due to'God. 
He is the Lord of all our Actions, and whatever. Man 
doth is but the payment of the original Debt. The 
Law requires a perpetual reverence of the Law-giver, 
and expreſs. Obedience to his Will in all things. Sv 
| K | that 
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Ty. that 'ris impoſſible that the higheſt reſped to it after- 


wards, ſhould compenſate for the leaſt violation of it. 

Beſides, To make SatisfaCtion for a Fault, 'tisnece(- 
fary the Offender do ſome voluntary att, that may be 
as honourable to the perſon, and as much above what 
he was before obliged to, as the contempt was diſho- 
nourable and below that which was due. Unleſs God 
receive that which is as eſtimable inthe nature of Obe- 
dience, "as the injury he received is in the nature of 
Contempt, there can be no Satisfaction. Now there 
1s a greater diſhonour brought to God by the commil- 
ſion of ome Sin, than there is honour by the perte& Obe- 
dience of all the Angels : For in their Obedience God 
is preferr'd by the Creature, before things infaaitely 
beneath him, which is but a ſmall honour; but by oxe 
Sin he 1sdifvaſued 1n the compariſon, which 1s 3:finite 
Contempt. 

2. Man cannot make ſatisfation by Suffering. For 
the Puniſhment muſt be equal to the Offence, which 
derives its guilt from the dignity of the Perſon offend- 
ed, and the indignity of the offender. Now God is 
the Univerſal King, his Juſtice is I-ſmite, which Man 
hath injur'd, and his Glory, which Man hath obſcur'd ; 
and Man is fnite. And what proportion it there be- 
tween finite and infinite 2 How can a worthleſs Rebel 
that is hateful ro God, expiate the offence of ſo excel- 
lent a Majeſty? Tf he ſacrifice himſelf, he can never 
appeaſe the Divire Difpleaſare, for what doth he of- 
fer bat a lump of Rebellion and Ingratitude ?'He can 
make no other Satisfation but that of the Devils, 
which continues for ever, and is not compleared. 

Seeondly, Faln Man confidered only mw his corrapt 
and miferable fate is incapable of reaf ' Repentanice, 
which is a neceſſary Condition-to qualifie hrm for Par- 
don. For whereas Repert ace meludes/an ingenuous 
ſorrow 
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ſorrow for Sin paſt, and a fincere forſaking of it, he is Chap, IV: 
LN YN 


utterly indiſpos'd for both. 

1. He cannot be ingemuouſly forrowful for his of- 
fence. 'Tis true, when the circumſtances are changed, 
that which was pleaſing will cauſe trouble of Spirit 
As when a Malefactor ſuffers for his Crimes, he reflects 
upon his Actions with Sorrow. But this hath no moral 


worth in it: For 'tis a forc'd a@, proceeding from a ayry #476 


violent Principle, and 1s conſiſtent with as great a love 9». 
2 Cor. 9.10. 


to Sin as he had before, and is intirely terminated on 
himſelf. But that grief which is divine, and is accom- 
panied with a change in heart and life, reſpeds the 
{tain more than the puniſhment of Sin : and ariſes from 
Love to God, whois diſobeyed and diſhonoured by it : 
Now 'tis not conceivable, that the guilty Creature can 
love God, whilſt he looks on him as an irreconcileable 
enemy. Diſtruſt of the favour of a perſon, which isa 
degree of fear, is attended with coldneſs of affe&ion : 
a ſtrong fear, which (till intimates an uncertainty in 
the event, inclines to hatred : But when fear is turn'd 
into deſpair, it cauſeth dire& hatred. An inſtance of 
this we have in the Devils, who curſe the Fountain of 


Bleſſedxeſs. 'It the Evil be paſt Remedy, the ſenfe of 


it 15 attended with rage and tranſports of blaſphemy Rev. 16.21. 


againſt God himſelf. A deſpairing Sinner begins in 
this life the gnalhing of teeth againſt his Judge, and 
kindles the fire that ſhall torment him forever. 

'Tis for this reaſon the Scripture propounds the 


Goodneſs of God, as the moſt powerful perſuaſive to rom, 2. 4. 


lead men to Repentance. There can beno kindly reler- 

tings without filial Aﬀection, and that is always tem- 

per'd with the expectation of favour. Without hope 

of Pardon all other xzotives are inefteftual to melt the 

heart. 

Now the firſt Covenant obliged Man to Obedience 
KR 2 
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Chap. IV. or Puniſhment : It required Trnocerce, and did not 
WLYWYN accept of Repentance, The final voice of the Iaw is, 


Gen. 3.12, 


Do, or Die. Guilty Man cannot look on God with 
comfort under the notion of a Holy Creator, that 
delights to view his own reſemblance 1n the innocent 
Creature, nor of a compaſſionate Father that ſpares an 
offending Son, but apprehends him to be an inexorable 
Judge, who hath Right and Power to revenge the 
Diſobedience. He can find no expedient for his Deli- 
yerance, nor conceive how Mercy can ſave him without 
the violation of Juſtice, an Attribute as eſſential to the 
Divine Nature as Mercy. And what caninduce him to 
make an humble confeſſion of his fault, when he ex- 
pets nothing but an irrevocable Dooxr 2 An inſtance 
of this we have in Adam, who being under the convidfi- _ 
on of his Sin, and an apprehenſion that God would be/ 
ſeyere, did not ſollicite for Mercy, but endeavour'd to 
transfer the guilt on God himſelf. The woman thou 
geveſ me, ſhe gave me of the tree, and I did eat. As if 
the had been deſign'd for a ſnare, and not to be an aid 
in his innocent ſtare. 

2. Aſincere Reſolation to forſake Sin 1s built on the 
hopes of Mercy. Till the reaſonable Creature know 
that Heaven is open to Repentance, to his ſecond and 
better thoughts, he is irreclaimable. He that never 
hopes to receive any good, will continue in doing evil. 
Deſpair of Mercy cauſeth adeſpiſing of the Law. The 
Apoſtate Angels who are without the reſerves of Par- 
don, are confirm'd in their Rebellion : their Gxilt is 
mixt with Fxry, they perſiſt in their War againſt God, 
though they know the iſſue will be deadly to them. 
And had there not been an early revetation of Mercy to 
Adam, he had been incorrigibly wicked as the Devils. 
For deſpair had inflam'd his hatred againſt God, which 
1s of all the Paſſzors the moſt incurable. ' Thoſe vicious 


AﬀeStions 


in Contriving Man's Redemption, 
Aﬀetions that depend on the humonrs of the Body 
which are mutable, alter with them : But Hatred 1s 
ſeated in the ſuperiour part of the Sou], which is of a 
Spiritual nature and Diabolical in obſtinacy. | 

In ſhort, When the reaſonable Creature is guilty and 
vitious, and knows that God is 7xi# and. Holy, and 
that He will be ſevere in revenging all Diſobedience, 
he hath no Care nor Deſire to reform himſclf; He will 
not lay a reſtraint on his pleaſing Appetites, when he 
expects no recompence : heeſteems it loſt labour to ab- 
ſtain: And all his deſign is to allay and ſweeten the 
fear of future Evils by preſent enjoyments. When he 
is ſcorcht with the apprehenfions of wrath to come, he 
plunges himſelf into ſenſual exceſles for ſome relief, 
He reſolves to make his beſt of Sin for a time: accor- 
ding to the Principle of the Epicares, Let ws eat and 
drink while we may, to morrow we ſhall die. 

The 8x2 of all is this, That an unrelenting and unre- 
formed Sinner 1s incapable of Pardon ; For unleſs God 
ſhould renounce his own Nature, and deny his Dezty, 
He cannot receive him to favowr. And it 1s incon- 
ceivable how the rational Creature once lapſed, ſhould 
ever be encourag'd to Repentace without the expeCta- 
tion of Mercy: And there being an inſeparable a/;zance 
between the z»tegrity and felicity of man by the terms 
of the firſt Covenant, the one failing, he could not 
entertain the leaſt degree of Hope concerning the other. 
By all which it appears he is under an invineible neceſ- 
lity- of puning and ſuffering for ever; his Miſery is 
compleat and deſperate. 
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The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 
CHAP. V. 


Of the Divine Wiſdome in the contrivance of Man's Re- 
demption. Underſtanding Agents proponnd an End, 

and chooſe Means for the obtaining it. The End of 
God is of the higheſt conſequence, his own Glory and 
Man's Recovery. The difficulty of accompliſhing it. 
The Means are proportionable. The Divine Wiſdome 
glorified in taking occaſion 7 goa the Sin and Fall of 
Man to bring Glory to God, and to raiſe Man to 4 
more excelent State. It appears in ordaining ſuch a 
Mediator, as was fit to reconcile God to Man, and 
Man to God. 'Tis diſcovered in the deſignation of the 
Second Perſon to be onr Saviour. And making the 
Refnedy to have 2 proportion to the canſe of our 
Ruine. 'Tis viſible in the manner whereby our Re- 
demption # accompliſht. And in the ordaining ſuch 
contemptible means to produce ſuch glorious efteQs. 
And laying the deſign of the Goſpel, ſs as to provide 
for the comfort, and promote the holineſs of Man. 


OD by his infallible Preſezerxce (to which all 
things areeternally preſent ) viewing the Fa/ of 
Adam, and that all Mankind lay bleeding 1n him, out 
of deep compaſſion to his Creature, and that the Dewi/ 
might not be fnatfy victorious over him, in his Coun- 


. fel decreed the Recovery of Man from his gu_ 


and miſerable ſtate, The defign and the means are mo 
worthy of God, and in both his #:/doxe appears. 
This will be made viſible by conſidering, that all 
underſtanding Agents firſt propound an ed, and then 
chooſe the means for the obtaining of it. And the 
more perfe& the Underſtanding 1s, the more excellent is 
the end it deſigns, and the more fit and convenient _ 
the 


tn Contriving Man's Redemption, 
the means it makes uſe of for the acquiring it. Now 
when God whoſe Underſtanding ir infinite, (and in 
compariſon of whom the moſt. prudent and adviſed are 
but as dark ſhadows) when he determines to work, 
eſpecially in a moſt glorious manner, the exd and the 
means are equally admirable. 

Firſt, The exd is of the higheſt Conſequence. Were 
it ſome low inconfiderable thing, it were unworthy of 
one thought of God for the effecting it. To be cu- 
r10us 1n the contriving how toaccompliſh that which 1s 
of no importance, expoſes to a juſt imputation of 
Folly : But when the moſt excellent Good 1s the end, 
and the difficulties which hinder the obtaining of it are 
inſuperable to a finite underſtanding, it then becomes 
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Chap. V. 
LN 


the only wiſe God to diſcover the Divinity of his Wit « Tim. r. +7. 


dom, in making a way where he finds none. And ſuch 
was the.exd of God in the work of our Redemption. 
Fhis was declar'd by the Angels, who were ſent Am- 
baſſadors extraordinary to bring tidings of peace to 


the World, They praiſed God, ſaying, Glory to God in Luk. . 13,04 


the higheff, and on Earth Peacc, good Will towards men. 

The ſupreme End is his own Glory, and in order 
tO it, the Salvation of Xfaz hath the nature and reſpect 
of a zredinny. | 

The: fabordinate 1s the Recovery of the world from 
its lapſed and wretched ſtate. 

1. The ſupreme Ezd ts the Glory of God. This 
ſignifies principally his izterzal and eſſential Glory : 
and that conſiſts in the Perfections of his-Nature which 
can never be tully conceived by the Angels, but over- 
whelm by their excellent greatneſs all created Under- 
ftandings. But the Glory that refalts from God's 
works 1s properly intended in the preſene Argument, 
ang wiplics, | 

2- The mwanrfeſtation whereby he 13 pleaſed to. re- 

preſent 


LY 


ox 


Chap. V, 


The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 


preſent Himſelf 'in the exerciſe of his Attributes. As 


YN) the Divine Nature. is the primary and-:compleat 0bjed#? 


Pſal. 19. 1- 


Gen, 1. 


of his Love, ſo he takes delight in thoſe Aﬀtions where- 
in the image and brightneſs of his own vertues ap- 
pear. Now in all the works of God there is an evi- 
dence of his Exel/encies. . But as ſome Stars ſhine with 
a different glory, (o"there are ſomenoble effe&ts, where- 
in the Dzvine Attributes are ſo conſpicuous, that in 
compare with them, the re(t of God's works are but 
obſcure expreſſions of his Greatneſs. The principal are 
Creation and Redemption. The Heavens declare the 
glory of God, and the Firmament his handy-work, And 
when God ſurveyed the whole Creation, and ſaw that 
all which he had made was good, He ordain'd a 8a4b- 


. bath, to (ignifie the content and ſatisfaftion:he had in 


1 Tim.1.,11, 


Te pid AGia 
Ti Vege 
AR. 2. I I, 


Pial. $0. 23. 


the diſcovery of his eterzal Perfe&tions therein. ' ' 
But eſpecially his Glory is moſt NI_ in the 
Work of Redemption, wherein more of the Divine At- 
tributes are Exercis'd than in: the. Creatioz, and in a 
more glorious manner. Tis here that ##/iſdom, Good- 
neſr, Fnſtice, Holineſs and: Power 'are umted in their 
higheſt degree and exaltation. Upon this account the 
Apoſtle uſeth that expreſtion, ' The glorions Goſpel of the 
Bleſſed God : It being the cleareſt revelation of his ex- 
cellerit' Attributes, the nonſpotted-mirrour wherein'the 
great and wonderful efe&#s of the Deity are (et forth. 
3. The Praiſe and Thankſgiving that ariſeth from the 
diſcovery of his PerfeCtions by reaſonable Creatures, 
whoconſider and acknowledge them. When there 1s 
a ſolemn vereration of his excellencies . and the moft 
ardent affe&ions to Him for the communication of his 
Pane. .Thus in Gods account, Whoſo offers praiſe, 


glorifies him. An eminent' example of. this 1s ſet down 
1n Fob 38.7. when at the birth of the World; The Mor- 
ning Stars ſang together; and: all the Sons.of God: ſhouted 


for 
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fr joy. Andat its new Birth, they deſcend and make Chap. V. 
is praiſe glorious ina triumphant Song. It will be the _p%4 
eternal exerciſe of the Saints in Heaven, where they palm. 66: 2. 
more fully underſtand the 2{yſtery of our Redemption, 
and conſider every circumſtance that may add a luſter 
to it, to aſcribe Bleſſeng, Honour, Glory and Power to Rev. g. 13. 
him that ſits on the Throne, and unto the Lamb for ever 
and ever. | 


Secondly, The ſubordinate End is the reſtoring of 

Man: And this is inviolably joyn'd with the other. 

'Tis expreſt by Peace on earth, and good will towards 

men. Sin hath broke that ſacred Alliance which was be- 

tween God and Man: and expoſed him to his juſt dif- 
pleaſure, A miſery inconceivable. And what is more 
becoming God, who is the Father of Mercies, than to 

glorifie his dear Attribute, and that which in a pecu- 

liar manner charaFerizes his Nature, by the' Salvation 6: is love. 
of the miſerable? What is more honourable to Him, * Jobn 4. 5. 
than by his Almighty Mercy to raiſe ſo many Monu- 

ments from the duſt, wherein his Goodneſs may live 

and reign for ever? Now for the accompliſhiag of 

theſe excellent Emds, the Divine Wildom pitcht upon 
thoſe means which were moſt fit and congruous, which 
I ſhall diſ#i@ly conlider : | 

The Miſery of fe/lez Man conſiſted in the Corrupti- 
on of his nature by Sin, and the Puniſhment that en- 
ſues: And his Happineſs is in the reſtoring him to his 
primitive Holineſs, and in Reconciliation to God, and 
the full fruition of him. The way to effect this was 
beyond the compals of any finite Underſtanding, 

That God, who is rich 1n Goodneſs, ſhould be fa- 
yourable to the Angels who ſerve him 1n perfedt Purity, 
we may eaſily conceive; for though they do not merit 
his favour, yet they never provokt his Anger. And 'tis 

L impoſlible 
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Chap. V. impoſſible but that he ſhould love the Image of his Ho- 
LYN J linels wherever it ſhines, 

Or ſuppoſe an innocent ereatwre in Miſery, the D;- 
vine Mercy would ſpeedily excite his power to reſcue 
it: For God is Love to all his Creatures as fach till 
fome extrinſece! cauſe mmtervenes, which God hates 
more than he loves the Creature 5 and thar is Sm, 
which alone ſtops the effuſion of his Goodneſs, and 
opens a wide paſlage for wrath to fall upon the guilty. 
But how to ſave the Creature that is undone by itsown 
choice, and is as fiful as miſerable, will poſe the wil- 
dom of the world. Heaven i ſelf (cem'd to be di- 
vided. Afercyenclin'd to fave, but Juſtice interpos'd 
for ſatisfaction. Mercy regarded Man with refpeCt to 
his miſery, and the pleas of it are, Shall the Almighty 
build to rume? Shall the moſt excellent creature m 
the lower world periſh, the fault not being ſolely his ? 
Shall the enemy triumph for ever, and raiſe his Trophies 
from the Works of the moſt High ? Shall the reaſo- 
able Creature loſe the fruition of God, and God the 
—_— and ſervice of the Creature, and all Man- 

ind be made in vain? Juſtice conſider'd Man as gmilty 
of a tranſcendent Crime, and 'tis its Nature to'render 
to every one what is due; now the wages of Sin is 
Death, and ſhall not the Fudge of all the world do right 2 
All the other A#tributes feem'd to be attendants on 
Faſtice, The Wiſdom of God enforc'd its Plea, itbe- 
ing moſt indecent that Sin which provokes the execu- 
tion, ſhould procure the abrogation of the Law; this 
would encourage the commiſlion of Sin without fear. 
The Atajeſty of God was concern'd, for it was not 
becoming his excellent Greatreſs to treat with defiled 
daſt, and to offer Pardon to a prefumptuous Rebel 
immediately after his Offence, and before hemade'Sup- 
plication. to his Judge. The Holineſs of God did 
quicken 
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75 


quicken his Juſtice toexecutethe threatning, For he # Chap. V. 


of purer eyes than to behold Iniquity. As Goodneſs is the 


eſſential object of his Will, which he loves unchange- Habak. 1, 


ably wherever ir is, ſo is 87x the eternal obje& of his 
hatred, and where 'tis found in the love of it, renders 
the ſubje& odious to him. He will not take the wicked 


Job 8. 20," 


by the haud. The Law of contrariety forbids Purity 7 54umy 75 

and Pollution to mix together. And the veracity of wi xalags, 

Gad requir'd the infliging - myers For the —_ _— 
's 


Law being a Declaration of Will, according to 
which He would diſpenſe Rewards and Puniſhments, 
either it muſt be executed upon the Offender, or if 
extraordinarily dilpensd with, it muſt be upon fuch 
terms, as the honour of Gods Truth may be preſerv'd. 
This ſeeming conflift was between the Attributes. 

The ſublizzeſt Spirits ta Heaven were at a loſs how 
to #xravel the diftculty, and to find out the miraculoxs 
way to reconcile i#finite Mercy with ixflexible Juſtice 3 
how to ſatisfie the dewards of the one, and the re- 
gauſs of the other. God was to overcome Himſelf 

efore He reſtored Man. In this exigence his Merc 
excited his W;ſdom to interpole as an Arbiter, whic 
in the Treaſures of its i*compreherſible Light, found 
out an admirable expedient to ſave Man, without pre- 
judice to his other PerfeFions : That was by conſti- 
tuting —purany both able and willing, between 
the guilty creature and Himſelf : That by transferring 
the puniſhment on the Sxrety, he might puniſh Sin, and 
pardon the $i#xer. And here, the more ſevere and rigo- 
rous Juſtice is, the more admirable is the ' ſercy that 
ſaves. In the ſame ſtupendious Sacrifice he declared 
his reſpect to Juſtice, and hisdelight in Mercy. The 
two principal relations of our Redeemer are, the one 
of a gift from God to man, the other of an oblation 
for men to God. By the one God ſatisfies his 7»frnite 
L 2 Love 


b.. 
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Chap. V. Love to Man, and by the other fatisfies his i»finite 
LYN Juſtice for Man. Neither is it unbecoming God to 
condeſcend in accepting the returning Sinner, when a 
Mediator of infinite dignity intercedes for favour. The 
2 Cor, 5+ Divine Majeſty is not leſſen'd when God 7s in Chriff 
reconciling the world unto himſelf. Neither is the San@Fi- 
iz of God diſparag'd by his Clemency to Sinners, for 
the Redeemer is the principle and pattern of Holineſs to 
all that are ſaved. The ſame Grace that enclin'd God 
to ſend his Son to die for us, gives his Spirit to live in 
us, that we may be reviv'd and renewed according to 
his Image, and by conformity to God be prepared for 
communion with him. Here 1s a ſweet concurrence of 
all the attributes, Aercy and Truth are met together, 
Palm, 85.10, Righ teonſneſs and Peace kiſs each other. Who can count 
up this hcap of wonders? Who can unfold all the 
treaſures of this wyſterions Love? The Tongue of an 
Angel cannot explicate it according to its dignity : 
'Tis the faireſt Copy of the Divire Wiſdome, the con- 
ſummation of all God's Counſels, wherein all the At- 
tribntes are diſplayed in their brighteſt luſtre: *Tis here 
"ph,3.10, the manifold wiſdome of God appears. The Angels of 
Light bend themſelves with extraordinary application 
1. Of Mind, and ardent AﬀeCtions to ſtudy the rich and 
a. allufion ro # ſearchable variety that is in it. Only the ſame Un- 
the jeſta'e 'f derſtanding comprehends it which contriv'd it.gy But as 
the Chcrubims : 
I»-hing imo the One that views the Ocean, though he cannot ſee its 
Ark, bounds or bottom, yet he ſees ſo much as to know 
that that vaſt colleion of waters is far greater than 
what is within the compals of his ſhort fight : So though 
we cannot underſtand all the depths of that immenſe 
Wiſdom, which order'd the way of our Salvation, yet 
we may diſcover ſo much, as to know with the Apoſtle, 
Eph 2. that it ſurpaſſes knowledge. He that is the Brightneſs of 
bis Father's Glory, and the Light of the World; fo 


illuminate 
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iluminate our dark Underſtandings that we may con- G45 
- ! p. V. 

ceive aright of this great Myſtery. WAY 
The Firft thing that offers it {elf to Conſideration is, 

the compals of the Divine Wildome, in taking occaſi- 

on from the 8iz and Fal/ of Man to bring more Glory 

to God, and to raiſe him toa more excellent ſtate. Sin 

in its own nature hathno tendency to good, *tis not an 

apt medium, hath no proper efficacy to promote the 

Glory of God : ſo far is.it from a direct contributing 

to it, that on the contrary 'tis the moſt real diſhonour 

to Him. But as a black ground ina Picture which init m pidura ts- 

ſelf only defiles, when plac'd by Art, ſets off the men non alia 

brighter colours and heightens their beauty : So theevil jj, 2am um 

of 8ix, which conſidered abſolutely, obſcures the Glo- dar, Plin. 

ry of God, yet by the overruling diſpoſition of his 

Providence, 1t ſerves to illuſtrate his Name, and to 

gpake it more glorious inthe eſteem of reaſonable Crea- 

tures.* Without the $i of Man: there had been no fg 0/4. 

place for the moſt perfect exerciſc of his Goodneſs. 0 placent. Aug, 

felix culpa que tantum &* talem meruit habere Redem- 

ptorem. Happy fault not in it ſelf, but by the wiſe and 

merciful Counfel of God to be repair'd. in a way ſo 

advantageous, that the Salvation-of the Earth is the 

Wonder of Heaven, the Redemption of Man raviſhes 

the Angels. 

The Glory of God is more viſible in the recovery of 

lapſed Man, thanif the Law had been obeyed, or exe- 

cuted? If 4dam had perſever'd in his Duty,the Reward 

had been from Grace, for owing himſelf tro God, he 

could receive nothing but as a gift from his Bounty ; 

ſo that Goodneſs only had then been exercis'd, And not 

in its higheſt and moſt obliging Acts, which are to-ſave 

the guilty and the miſerable: for Innocence 1s 1nca- 

pable of Mercy. It the Sentence had been inflicted, 

Juſtice had been honour'd with a ſolemn Sacrifice, but 

Mercy 


£2 
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Mercy the fweet, tender, -and indulgent 4+#iribxte, had 


LYN never appear'd. But now the Wiſdom of God is emi- 


1: Pet. 3» 20s 


I Pet. 4+ 14, 


Rom, 3. 4. 


nent in the accord of both theſe Attributes, God is 
equally glorious, as equally God in preſerving the 
anthority of his Law by an «# of Juſtice upon our 
Swrety, as in the exercife of Mercy by remitting the 
punithment to rhe Offexeder. 

And 'tis no leſs honourable to God's Wiſdom to re- 
ſtore Man with infinite advantage. *'Tis a »-yſiery in 
Nature, That the corraption of ane thing ts the gexe- 
ration of another ; 'tis more myſterious in Grace, that 
the Fal/ of Man ſhould occafion his more. noble Reſt;- 
tution. Innocence was not his Jaft End,his ſupreme fels- 
city tranſcends rhe fir. The holineſs of Adam was 
perfe&, but mutable: But Holineſs in the Redeewed 
though in a leſs degree ſhall be vidorious over all 
Temptations: for they are join'd to the Heavenly, 
Adaze tn a ſtrict and' inviolable union. And thoſe Gra- 
ces are acted by them, for the exerciſe of which there 
was no objets and occaſions in 3xxocence. As Com- 
paftion to the miſerable, Forgiveneſs of injuries, For- 
titnde and Patience, alt which as they are a moſt hve- 
ly reſemblance of the Divine PerfeQions, ſo an excel- 
lent ornament to: the Soul, and infinitely endear it to 
God. And the Happineſs of our renewed ſtate ex- 
ceeds our primitive Felicity. Whether we confider the 
nature of it, 'tis wholly ſpiritzal, or the place of it, 
Heaven the Sanctuary of Life and Immortality, or the 
conſtitution of the Body which ſhall be cloathed with 
Celeſtial qualities: Bur this will be particularly diſ- 
cufied 1ft its proper place. 

Theſe are the effe#s of infinite Wildome, to the 
production of which Sin affords no caxſality, but hath 
meerly an accidextal reſpet. As the Apoſtle interprets 
the words of David, Againſt thee only have 1 y_ 
that 
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that thox mighteſs be juftified in thy ſayings, and over- Chap, V. 
rome ow thou jadgefs. Which dorh not reſpect ther IN. 


intention of David, but the event only. The greater 
his injuſtice was in the commiſſzon, the more clear 
would God's Juſtice be in the condemnation of his Sin. 

2. The #:ſdom of God appeared m ordaining ſuch 
a Mediator, who was qualified to reconcile God to 
Man, and Man to God. - The ft and moſt admirable 
Article in the wyſtery of Godlinels, and the founda- 
rion of allthe reſt is, that God is mwenifeſt in the Fleſh. 
The widdle muſt equally touch the extreams. A Me- 
diator muſt be capable of the ſentiments and affeti- 
ons of both the parties he will reconcile. He muſt be 
a juſt eſteemer of the Rights and Injuries of the one 
and the other, and have a common intereſt in both. 
The Son of God aflarming the Haware Nature, pertect- 
ly poſſeſſes theſe qualities, he hath zeal for God, and 
compaſſion tor Man. He hath taken pledges of Hea- 
ven and Earth ; the fypreme Nature in Heaven, and the 
moſt exce/lext on the Earth, to make the hoſtility ceale 
between them. He is Twarannel by nature and office. 
And if no lefs than an inſpired Wiſdom could deviſe 


I Tim, 3. 16. 


how to frame the earthly Tabernacle, wherein God Exod. 35, 


dwelt'm a ſhadowy and #ypica! manner, what Wiſdom 
was requifite to frame the Humane Nature of Chriſt, 
wherein the Deity was really #o dwell 2 

Now to diſcover moreclearly the Dzvize Wiſdom 


John 1, 


m unittnp the #wo Natures 1n Chriſt, to qualifie him Coloſ. 


tor his Office, 'ris requilite to conſider that the office of 
Mediator hath three charges anext to it; the Prieftly, 
which refpetts God ; the Prophetical and Kimngly, 
which regard Men, Theſe have a reſpect to the evzls 
which opprefs faly Man: And they are Gxilt, Tgnorance, 
$inand Death. Man was eapitallyguilty of the breach 
of Gods Law, and under the #zrevny of his Lufſts, and 
m the iſſue liable to Death, The 
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The Redeemer is made to him W;ſdom, Righteonf- 
| —_— neſr, SanFification and Rn In Nv 
- are diſpens'd by Him in his threefo/d Office 3 As a Prieſt 
he expiates Sin, as a Prophet he inſtrudts the Church, 
as a King he regulates the lives of his Subjes, deli- 
vers them from their Enemies, and makes them happy. 
Now the Divize and Humane Nature are requiſite for 
the performance of all theſe. For nothing is effeCtual 
to an end, but what is proportionable and commenſu- 
rate thereunto, and to proportion exceſſes as well as de- 
fe@Fsare oppoſite. This will appear by taking a diſtin 
view of the ſeveral Offices of our Mediator. 


1. The Prieftly Office hath two parts. 


1. To make expiation for Sin. 
2. Interceſſion tor Sinners. 


Now for the making expiatioz of Sin, there was a 
neceſlary concurrence of the #wo Natures in our Re- 
deemer. He:muſt be Aa; for the Deity was: not ca- 

' pable of thoſe Submiſſions and Sufferings which were 
requiſite to expziate Sin. And he muſt be 22x, that the 
ſinning nature might ſuffer, and thereby acquire a title 
to the Satisfaction that is made. The zveritorions im- 
putation of Chriſts Sufferings to Mar 1s grounded on 
the #1i0, between them, which is as well zatural in 
his partaking of Fleſh and Blood, as moral in the 
conſent of their Wills. As the Apoſtle obſerves, That 
he who ſan#ifies, and they that are ſanGified are all 
one; So he that ſuffers, and they for whom he ſuffers . 
muſt have communion 11 the ſame nature. For this 
reaſon, God having reſolved never to diſpenſe Mercy 
to the fallen Angels, the Redeemer did not aſſume the 
Angelical nature, but the ſeed of Abraham. , 
| | | An 


Heb. 2, 11, 
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And as the Humane Nature was neceſſary to qualifie Chap, , 
him for Sxfferings, and to make them ſuitable, ſo the LL YNV 
Divine was to make them ſufficient. The lower na- 
ture conſider'd in it ſelf, could make no fatisfaQtion : 

The Dignity of the Divive Perſon makes a temporal 
puniſhment to be of an i»f7#zte value in God's account. 

Beſides, The Humane Nature had ſunk under the $01vs Deus 

' weight of wrath, if the Deity had not been perſonally ſentire, (olus 
preſent to ſupport it. Briefly, To perform the fri? part {2motupers 
of his Office, he muſt ſuffer, yet be 3-2paſſible 5 Die, non poruir, 
yet be immortal; and undergo the wrath of God, to gs nay wg 
deliver Man from it. buir, 

2. To make Zrterceſſzor for us, it was requiſite that 
He ſhould partake of both Natwres, that he might have 
credit with God, and compaſſion to Man. The So 
hath a prevailing intereſt in the Father, as he teſtifies, 

T know thou heardſt me always. A Priviledge which John 11, 42. 
neither Abraham, Moſes, nor any other who were the 
moſt favoured Saints, enjoyed. And, as 2/az, he was 
fit for Paſſzon and Compaſſion. The Humane nature is 
the proper ſubject of feeling pity, eſpecially when it 
hath felt miſery. God is capable of Love, not, in ſtrict- 
neſs, of Compaſſion. For Sympathy proceeds from an 
experimental ſenſe of what one hath ſuffer'd, and the 
ſight of the like affiFioz 1n others revives the affe&#:- 
ous which were felt in that ſtate, and enclines to pity. 
The Apoſtle offers this to Believers as the ground of 
comfort, that He who took our »atxre and felt our 
griets zztercedes tor us. For we have not an High-Prieſt geb. 4. 15. 
that cannot be toucht with the feeling of our Infirmi- 
ties, but was in all things tempted as we are, yet with- 
out Sin; that with an humble confidence we may come 
to the Throne of Grace. He hath drunk deepeſt of the 
Cup of Sorrows, that he may be an 4/-ſufficient Com- 
forter to thoſe that mourn. He hath ſuch tender Bowels. 
M we 
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Chap. V. we may truſt him to follicite our Salvation. In ſhort, 


- a> 


'Tis the great ſupport of our Faith that we have acceſs 


Epheſ, 2,18, fo the Father by the Son, and preſent all our requeſts by 


Jehn 1, 18, 


a Mediator (o worthy and ſo dear to Him, and by Oe 
wholeft the Joys of Heaven, that by enduring AfﬀiGh- 
on on Earth, his heart might be made #xxeable to the 
hearts of the afflicted. 

Secondly, For the diſcharge of the Prophetical Office, 
'twas neceflary the Mediator ſhould be God and Afar. 

1. He muſt be God, that he might deliver his Coun- 
fels with more authority and effcacy than any meer 
Creature could. He muſt be a Teacher ſent from Hea- 
ver that reveals tous the Will of God concerning the 
way thither, and the certainty and exceltency of that 
ſtate. Now Chriſt is the original of all Wiſdom, *tis 
not ſaid the Word of the Lord came to Him, as tothe 
Prophets; He is the Fountain of all Sacred Knowledge. 
The $0x came from the Boſomr of the Father, the Seat 
of his Counſels and compaſſions, to reveal thole Se- 
crets which were concealed from the Angels, in that 
Light which is inacceſſsble. And 'tis God alone can 
teach the Heart, and convince the Conſcience, fo as to 
produce a ſaving Belief of the Heavenly Dodrine, and 
a delight in the diſcovery, anda reſolution to follow it 
wherever it direQ&s. 

2. *Fwas fit he ſhould be Afar, that he might be Fa- 
miliarly converſant with us, and conveigh the Coun- 
fels of Godin ſucha way as Mar could receive. All ſa- 
ving Truth comes from God, and it follows by juſt con- 
ſequence, that the nearer he is to us the better we are 
like to be inſtructed. Now there are two things which 
render (inful 2Zaz incapable of immediate conyerſe 
with God. 

I. The Infirmity of his Nature. 
2. The Guilt that cleaves to him. 
Fir#, 
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Firſ#, The Infirmity of Mar's Nature cannot endure Chap. V. 
the Glory of God's appearance. When the Law was LL VWNW 
delivered on Mount $7243, the Iſraelites were under 
eat terrors at the Sights and Prodigies which accom- 
panied the Divixe Preſence, and they deſired that God 
would ſpeak to them no more in his A/ajefty and Great- Dent. 5: 25- 
neſs, leſt they ſhould die. There is ſuch a diſpropor- 5, 1, ; 
tion between our mweanneſs and his excelencies, that 
Daniel, though a Favorite of Heaven, yet his Com- Dan. 10. 17. 
lineſs was turn'd into corruption at the fake of a Viſion. 
And the beloved Diſciple fel down as dead at the ap- Rev. 1.17. 
pearance of Chriſt in his Glory. When the Eye gazes 
on the $xx, 'tis more tormented with the brightneſs 
than pleaſed with the beauty of it; But when the 
beams are tranſmitted through a coloured medinm, 
they are more zemwperate and {weetned to the ſight. 
The Eternal Word ſhining in his full glory, the more 
bright, the leſs viſible is he to wortal eyes ; but the zncar- 
nate Word is eclipſed and allayed by a vail of fleſh, and Heb. 10, 20, 
ſo made acceſſible to us. God out of a tender reſpe&t 
to our frailty and fears, promiſed to raiſe up 4 Prophet 
cloathed in our natare, that we might comfortably and Devut. 18. 15, 
quietly receive his Inſtructions. 
2. Guilt makes us fearful of his Preſence. The ap- 
proach of God awakens the Conſcience, which is his 
ſpy in our boſoms, and cauſes a dreadful apparition of. 
Sin in its view. When oxe beam of Chriſts Divinity 
broke forth in the wiraculozs draught of filhes; Peter 
cries out, Depart from me for I am 4 ſinful man, O Lord. Luke g.8. 
Holineſs arm'd with terrors ſtrikes a Sinner into con- 
ſternation. Now when the Mind is ſhaken with a ſtorm 
of fear,it cannot calmly attend to the Counſels of Wiſ- 
dom. But the Son of God appearing in our Nature; 
to expiate Sin and appeaſe Divine Juſtice, we are en- 
couraged to draw near to him, and fit at his feet, to 
M 2 hear 
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hear the words of eternal _ Thus God complied 
with our neceſlity, that with a freer diſpenſation we 
might receive the Counſels of our Saviour. 

3. Heisqualified for his Kizgly Office, by the Vnior 
of the two Natures in him. He muſt be God to con- 
quer Satan, and convert the World, As eminent an 
act of Power was neceſlary to' redeexz, as to create. 
For although the Sypreme Judge was to be ſatisfied 
by humble $»ferings, yet Satan who uſurpt the Right 
of God, (tor Man had no power to alienate himſelf) 
was to be ſubdued : having no juſt title, he was to be 
eaſt out by power, Andno leſs than the Divine Power 
could accompliſh our victorious reſcue from him. In 
his love he pitied us, ard his holy Arm got him the 
vidory. He 1s the Author of eternal Salvation, which 
ro inferiour Agent could ever accompliſh. *Tis God 
alone can overcome Death, and him that had the power 
of Death, and bring us ſafely to Felicity. 

Beſides, our King muſt be Afar, that by the excel- 
tency of his Example, He might lead us in the way of 
Lite. Themoſt rational Method to reform the World 
is, not only to exa& Laws to be the Rule of vertuous 
A@ions, but for Law-givers to make Vertue honourable 


—-and ijmitable by their own prattice. And to encourage 


as in the holy War againſt our enemies viſible and in- 
viſible, 'twas congruous that the Prince of our Salva- 
tion ſhould take the Humane Nature, and ſubmit to 
the inconveniences of our warfaring ſtate. As Kings 
when they deſign a glorious Corqueſt,go forth in Perſon, 
and willingly endure the hardihips of a Military con- 
dition,toanimate their Armies. The Apoſtle tells us,that 
it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom 
are all things, in bringing many ſons to Glory, to make 
the Captain of their Salvation perfe& through Sufferings. 
God the great Deſigner of all things, foreſeeing the 
Sufterings 


. > * __ 
SL 
© - 
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Sufferings to which the Godly would be expoſed in the 1, 


world, ordained it as moſt convenient that the Author 
of their Deliverance ſhould by Sufterings obtain the 
Reward, that by his example he might ſtrengthen and 
deliver thoſe that ſuffer to the exd. Again, the Son 


of God enter'd into our Family, and ts not aſhamed yo, ., ix: 


to call us brethren, to make his Scepter amiable to us. 
He exerciſeth his Dominion with a zataral and ſenſible 
touch of pity, he pardons our failings and puts a va- 
hue on our ſrcere though mean Services, as an honour 
done to him. Briefly, In him there is a combination of 
Power and Love; The Power of the Deity with the 
tenderneſs and clemency of the Humane Nature, 


He is the mighty God and Prince of peace. He js a King 11.6. 5. 
juſt and powerful againit our enemies, but mild and tc. g, 


gentle to his People. He 1s willing to remove from us 
all the evils we cannot endure, our Sins and Sorrows 
and able to convey to us all the Bleſſings we are capa- 
ble to enjoy. In all his Glory He remembers that he 


1s our Saviour. At the Day of Judgment, when He Tir. 2. 15. 


ſhall come with a train of mighty Angels, He will be 
as tender of Man, as when He ſuttered on the Croſs. 
And from hence we may diſcover the excellency of 
God's contrivance in uniting the Divine and Humane 
Nature in our Fedemer, that He might have ab:lity and 
affetion to qualitic him for that great and ble{led Work, 

Thirdly, The Divine Wildom appears in the deſigna- 
tion of the Perſon. For God reſolving to fave Mar in 
a way that is honorable to his Juſtice, it was expedient 
a Perſon in the Bleſſed Trizity ſhould be pur into a ſtate 
of ſubjefion,to endure the puniſhment due to Sin; But 
it was not convenient the Father ſhould : For 

1. He muſt then have beenſent into the World, which 
1s incongruous to the Relations that are between thoſe 


glorious Perſons, For as they fubliſt in a certain Order, 
{o 
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Chap. V. ſo their Operations are according to the manner of 
LYN their ſubſiſtence. The Father is from Himſelf, and the 


John 5-19, 


Heb. 10 7. 


Col, I. 12: 


Vid, Amyr, 
de T'rin, 


firſt motions in all things are aſcribed to him; the $o# 
19 from the Father, and all his a&ions take their riſe 
from him. The Son can do nothing of himſelf, but what 
he ſeeth the Father do, The efiecting our Redemption 
is refer'd to the Fathers Will as the ſupreme caule: our 
Saviour, upon his entrance into the world to under- 
take that work, declares, I come to do thy Will O God. 
Upon this account the Apoſile addreſſes his thanks to 
the Father as the firſ# Agent in our Salvation : which i 
not to leſſen the glory of the Son and Spirit, but to 
ſignifie that in the accompliſhment of it, their working 
follows their being. 

2, It was not fit that the Father ſhould be 7zcarnate, 
for He muſt then have ſuſtained the part of a Criminal, 
and appear'din that quality before the Supreme Judge : 
But this was not conſonant to the order among the 
Perſons. For although they are of equal Majeſty, be- 
ing oe God, yet the Father is the fir Perſon, and to 
him it belongs moſt congruouſly to be the Guardian of 
the Laws and Rights of Heaven, to exact Satisfaction 
for offences, and to receive Interceſſions for the Pardon 
of the Penitent, 

3. Neither was it fit that the Third, Perſon ſhould 
undertake that work. For befides the Sacrifice for 
Propitiation, \t was neceſſary the Divine Power ſhould 
be exerted to enlighten the Minds, and encline the 
Wills of men to receive the Redeemer, that the Benefits 
of his Death might be applied to them. Now the Re- 
deemer is conſider'd as the 0bje&, and the Holy Spirit 
as the Diſpoſer of the faculty to receive it. And inthe 
zatural order of things, the 0bje# muſt exiſ# before 
the operatioz of the faculty upon. it. There mult be 
Light before the Eye can ſee 1t. So in the — 
O 
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of. the cauſes of our Salvation, the Redeemer muſt 
be ordain'd, and Salvation purchas'd before the Di- 
vine Power is put forth to enable the Soul to receive 
it, and accordingly *tts the Office of the Spirit, who is 
the Power of God 
execute all things, to render effeFxal the Redemption 
procured by the Sor. 

Briefly, The Miſſzon of the Perſons 1s according to 


, and by whom the Father and the Son Luke 1, 35. 


their principle. The Father ſends the Son to acquire John 3. v7. 
Salvation for us ; the Son fends the 8pirit to apply it. John 16, 5: 


Thus there is no diſturbing of their Sacred order. 
More particularly in appointing the Son to aſſume the 
Humane Nature, and to reſtore /ap ſed Man, the Wiſdom 
of God is evident ; For by that, 


I. The Properties of the Sacred Perſons are preſer- 
ved intire: the ſame The is appropriated to both Na- 
tures m our Aediatowr. His ſtate on Earth correſponds 
with his ſtate in Heaven. He is the ozly Son from 
Eternity, and the f-ſfi-born in tive - and the Honour 
due to the etermat and divine, and to the temporal but 
ſupernatural Sonſhip, is attributed to Him, 

2. To unite the glorious Titles of Creator and Re- 


deemer in the fame Perſon. The Father made the world web. r. u. 


by the Son. By this title he had an original propriety 
1m Man, which could not be extinguiſht : Though we 
had forfeited our Right in Him, He did not loſe his 
Right in us. Our contra& with Satan could not »xl- 
lifie it. Now 'twas conſonant that the Sor ſhould be 
employed to recover his own, that the Creator in the 
beginning ſhould be the Redeemer in the fulneſs of 
time. 

3. Who could more fitly reſtore us to Favour, and 
the Right of Children, than the only begotten, and on- 
ly beloved Son, who is the fingular and everlaſting ob- 
jets 
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Chap. V. je& of his Father's delight ? "Our relation to God is an 
LY NM Imitation and expreſſion of Chriſt's. He is a Son by 

nature, a Servant by condeſcenſion; we are Servants 
Eph. 1.5, by Natzre, and Sons by Grace and Favour. Our Ado- 
ption into the line of Heaven is by the purchaſe of his 
Blood. The Eternal Son took fleſh, and was made un- 
Rom. 8.29. der the Law, that we might receive the Adoption of ſons. 
Who was more fit to repair the Image of God in Man, 
and beautifie his Nature, that was defiled with Sin, 
Heb.1,3.: than the Son who is the expreſs Image of his Fathers 
perſor, and brightneſs and beauty it felt? Who can 
better communicate the Divize Counſels tous, than the 

Eternal Word ? 
4- The Wiſdom of God appears in making the Re- 
medy to have a proportion to the cauſe of our Ruine; 
1 Cor. 15. 22, that as we fell in Adam our Repreſentative, ſo we are 
raiſed by Chriſt, the Head of our Recovery. The 
Apoſtle makes the compariſon between the firs? and ſe- 
Rom.$.18,19, cond Adam. Therefore as by the offence of one, Judg- 
ment came upon all to condemnation; even ſo by the 
righteouſneſs of one, the free gift came upon all men to the 
juſtification of Life. For as by one Mans Diſobedience 
Amularatio- 2927 were made ſinners, ſo by the obedience of one many 
nos Dety, ſhall be made righteous. They are conſider'd as Cauſes of 
Tertul, contrary effeFs. The efe@s are Sin and Righteouſneſs, 
Condemnation and Juſtification. As the Diſobedi- 
ence of the firſt Adam is meritoriouſly imputed to all 
his zatzral Poſterity, and brings Death upon all; ſo 
the Righteouſneſs of the ſecond is meritorionſly impu- 
ted toall his ſpiritual Progeny, to obtain Life tor them, 
The carnal Adam having loſt original Righteouſneſs, 
derives a corrupt ature to all that deſcend from 
him. And the ſpiritual having by his Obedience pur- 
chafed Divine Grace for us, (that being the price 
without which ſo rich a treaſure as Holineſs could 
not 
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not be obtain'd) conveighs a w##al efficacy to renew his Chap. V. 
People. The ſame Spirit of Holineſs which anointed _ wu 
our Redeemer, doth quicken all his race, that as The 
have born the Image of the earthly, they may bear the 1 Cor. 15. 49: 
Image of the heavenly Adam. | 

5. The Divine Wiſdom is viſible in the manner 
whereby our Redemption is accompliſht ; that is, by 
the Humiliation of the Son of God. By this He did Unumquod- 
counterwork the Sin of Angelsand Man. Pride is the 4*< codem 

! . modo diſlol- 
poifon of every Sin, for in every one the Creature yirur, quo 
prefers his pleaſure, and ſets up his Will above Gods z conſtiruitur, 
but it was the ſpecial Sin of Adam. The Devil would 
have levell'd Heaven by an unpardonable vſurpation ; 
he faid, I wif be like the Moſt High: and Man infefted 
with his breath, (you fhbat be like God,_) became ſick 
of the ſame Diſeaſe. Now Chriſt, that by the quality 
of the Remedy he might cure our Diſeaſe in its ſowrce 
and cauſe, applied to our pride an unſpeakable hy- 
mility. 

Man was guilty of the higheſt Robbery in affecting 
to be equal with God, and the Eternal Son who was 
in the form of God, and equal to Him in Majeſty and Phil. 2.6. 
Authority,without Sacriledge or Uſurpation, he empti- 
ed himſelf by aſſuming the Humane Nature in its ſer- 
vile ſtate. The Word was made Fleſh, the meaneſt John 1, 14 
part is ſpecified, to fignifie the greatneſs of his 2baſe- 
ment, There is ſuch an infinite Tiſtance between God 
and fleſh, that the condeſcenſion is as admirable as the 
contrivance. So great was the a/zignity of our Pride, 
for the cure of which ſuch a profound Humility was 
requiſite. By this he deſtroyed the firſt work of the * J917 3-8. 
Devil. 

6. The Wiſdom of God appears in ordaining ſuch 
contemptible, and in appearance oppoſite means, to ac- 
complith ſuch glorious effe&ts. The Way is as wonder- 

N | ful 
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JT” ful as the Work. | That Chriſt by dying on the Croſs, 


a reputed Malefa&or, ſhould be made our eferzal 
Righteouſneſs, that —— to the grave, Heſbould 
bring,up the [oſ#. World to Lite and Immortality, is fo 
incredible to our narrow Underſtandings, that He ſaves 
us, -and aſtoniſhes us at once. And in nothing 'tis more 
viſible, That the Thoughts of God are as far above our 
thoughts, and his ways above our ways, as Heaven is 
above the Earth. Tis a ſecret. in Phyſick to com- 
pound the rhoſt noble Remedies of things deſtructive 
to Nature, and thereby make one Death victorious 
over another: But that Eternal Life ſhould ſpring from 
Death, Glory from Ignominy, Bleſledneſs from a Curſe, 
is ſo repugnant to Hwxmane Senſe, that to render the be- 
lief of it eafie, 'twas foretold by many Prophecies, that 
when it came to paſs, it might be lookt on as the et- 
fet of God's etermwal Counſel, The Apoſile tells us 
that Chrift crucified was to the Fews a flumbling-block, 
and to the Gentiles 94 of The grand Sophies of 
the world eſteemed 1t abſurd and unreaſonable to'be- 
lieve, that He who was expoſed to Sxfferings could 
ſave others: but thoſe who are ca/ed diicover that the 
DoGrine of Salvation by the Croſs of Chriſt, which 
the world counted folly, is the great. Wiſdom of God, 
and moſt convenient for his end. A double reaſon is 
given of this method. 

I. Becauſe the Heather world did not find and own 
God in the way of Nature. For after That in the 
Wiſdom of God the World by Wiſdom knew not God, it | 
pleaſed God. by the fooliſhneſs of preaching to ſave them 
that believe. The frame of the World is called the 
Wiſdom of God; the name of the Caxſe is given to the 
Effe, in regard the Divine Wiſdom 1s fo clearly dil- 
covered there, as if it had taken a vifible form, and 
preſented it {elf to the view of Men. But thoſe who 


profeſſed 
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rofeſſed themſelves wiſe, did not acknowledge the Chap. V. 
poſſe For ſome —_— the World to be . thr CNNg 
others that- it was the product of chance, and became Rom. 1. 22. 
guilty of the moſt abſa/xte contradiction to Reaſon, 

For who can believe that one who is blind from his 

birth, and by conſequence perfe&ly ignorant of all 

Colours, and of the Art of Painting, ſhould take a 

bundle of Pexcils into his Hand, and dipping them in 

Colours mixt and corrupted, Paint a great Battel with 

that perfeCtion in the deſign, propriety in the Colours, 
diſtinftion in the Habits and Conntenances, as if it were 

not repreſented but preſent to the SpeFators * Who 

ever ſaw a Temple, or Palace, or any regular Building, 

ſpring from the ſtory Bowels of a Mountain 2 Yet ſome 

famous Philoſophers became thys vain in their imagina- Rom, 1. 21, 
tions, fancying that the World proceeded from the | 
caſual concourſe of Atomes. And the reſt of them 
neglected to know God fo far as they might, and to 

honour him ſo far as they knew. They debaſed the 

Deity by unworthy conceptions of his Nature, and by 
performing ſuch acts of Worſhip, as were not fit for a 
rational Spirit to offer, nor for the pxre Majeſty of 
Heaven to receive. Beſides, they aſcribed his Name, 
Attributes and Honour to Creatures: not only the 

Lights of Heaven, and the ſecret Powers which they 
ſuppoſed did govern them; not only Kings, and Great 

Men, who were by their Authority raiſed above others, 

but the moſt deſpicable things in nature, Beaſts and 

Birds were the objedts of their Adoration. They chang- gon, x. 23, 
| ed the Glory of the uncorruptible God, into an image 

made like to a corruptible man, and to birds, and four- 
footed beaſts, and creeping things. A Sin (0 foul, that 

it betrayed them to brutifþ Blindneſs, and to the moſt 
infamous Luſts, matzxral and #rnatural. Now (ince the 

moſt. clear and open diſcovery of Gods W:ſdom was 

N 2 ineffectual 
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Chap. V. ineffeCtual to reclaim the World, He was pleaſed to 

YN Change his wethod. They neglected Him appearing in 

his Afajeſty, and -he now comes cloathed with 7ufir- 

mities: And (ince by natural light they would not ſee 

God the Creator, He is imperceptible to the light of 

Nature as Redeemer - The diſcovery of Him depends 

on revelation. The Wiſdom of God in making the 

World is evident to every Eye, but the Goſpel is 

1 Cor. 2.79. Wiſdom in a Myſtery. The Deity was conſpicuous 

in the Creation, but conceal'd under a vail of Fleſh 

when he wrought our Redemption. He was more 

ealily diſcover'd when izviftble, than when wiſtble - 

He created the World by Power, but reſtor'd it by 
Sufferings. ' 

2. That the Honour of all might ſolely redound to 

1 Cor. 9, him. God hath choſen the fooliſh things of the World 

27, 28, 29» to confound the wiſe and the weak things of the World 

to confound the things that are mighty, and baſe things 

of the World, and things which are deſpiſed God hath 

choſen: yea, and things that are not, to bring to nonght 

things that are, that no fleſh ſhould glory in his preſence. 

Thus Moſes, the Redeemer of 7ſracl, was an Infant 

expoſed to the mercy of the Waters, drawn forth from 

an Ark of Bull-ruſhes, and not employed whileſt he 

lived 1n the ſplendour of the Court, but when Baniſht 

as a Criminal, and depriv'd of all power. And our 

Redeemer took not on him the Nature of Angels, 

Non ei Ma- equal to Satan in power, but took part of fleſh and 

jeftare naror® blood, the more (ignally to triumph over that proud 

roſirzcongre- Spirit in the Humane Nature which was inferiour to his, 

diens, & nihil_ and had been vanquilht by him in Paradiſe. Therefore 

eo om. Ne did not immediately exerciſe Omnipotent power to 

nary, ſed ſu- deſtroy him, but manag'd our weakneſs and infirmity 

rot, ol to foil the roaring Lyon. He did not enter into the 

— Combat in the glory of his Deity, but diſguis'd under 

the 
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the Humane Nature, which was ſubject to Mortality. 
And thus the Devil is overcome 1n the ſame manner as 
he firſt got the Victory : for as the whole race of Man 
was Captivated by him in Adam their Repreſentative, 
ſo Believers are victorious over himas the Tempter and 
Tormentor, by the Conqueſt that Chriſt their Repre- 
ſentative obtain'd in the Wilderneſs, and on the Croſs. 
And as our ruine was effected by the ſubtilty of Satan, 
ſo our recovery is wrought by the wiſdom of God ; 
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Chap. V. 
VV aa”; 


who takes the wiſe in their own —_ The Devil 1 Cor. x, 


excited Judas by avarice, the Fews by malice, and 
Pilate from reaſon of State, to accompliſh the death of 
Chriſt, and he then ſeemed to be Victorious. Now 
what was more honourable to the Prince of our Salva- 
tion, than the turning the Enemies point upon his own 


breaſt, and by dying to overcome him that had the ,,, . 


power of Death 2 This was ſignified inthe firſt promiſe 
of the Goſpel, where the Salvation of Man is inclos'd 
in the curſe of the Serpent, that is, the Devil cloathed 


with that figure, It ſhall bruiſe thy Head, and thou Gen. 3.1. 


ſhalt bruiſe bis Heel. That1s, The $0x of God ſhould 
by Suffering in our Fleſh, overcome the Enemy of Man- 
kind, and reſcue innumerable 'Captives from his Ty- 
rauny - Here the Events are moſt contrary to the pro- 
bability of their Cauſe. And what is more worthy of 
God, thanto obtain his ends in ſuch a manner, as the 
Glory of all may be ix ſolidum aſcribed to Him ? 

7. The Divine Wildom appears in laying the deſcgr 
of the Goſpel in ſuch a manner, as to provide for the 
comfort, and promote the holineſs of Man. This is 
God's ſignature upon all heavenly Doctrines, which di- 
ſtinguiſhes them from carnal Inventions, they have a 
direct tendency to promote his Glory, and the real be- 
efit of the rational Creature: Thus the way of Sal- 


vation by Jeſus Chriſt, is moſt fit as to reconcile God to 
Man 
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Chap. 


1 John 4.8, 9, Mankind. 


John r, 
Col. 1. 


Heb. 2. 


y. Man by fecuring his Honour, ſo to reconcile Man to 


; God by CY his Hope. Till this be effected, 
he cannever be happy in commuznioz with God : For 
that is nothing elſe but the reciprocal exerciſe of Love 
between God and the Soul. Now nothing can repreſent 
God as amiable to a guilty Creature, but his inclinati- 
on to Pardon. Whilſt there are apprehenſions of ##- 
exorable Severity, there will be hard thoughts burning 
in the Breaſt againſt God : Till the Soul is releaſed from 
terrors it cannever truly love him. To extinguiſh our 
Hatred, He muſt conquer our Fears, and this He bath 
done by giving ns the moſt undoubted and convincing 
Evidence of his Aﬀections. | 

1. By contrating the moſt intimate a/iance with 

In this God is not only lovely, but Love; 
and his Love is not only »zſible to our Underſtandings, 
but to our Senſes : The Dzvire Nature in Chriſt is 
joyned to the Humane, in an #1ior that 1s not typical 

or temporary, but real and permanent. The Word was 

made Fleſh. And in hint dwells the Fulneſs of the God- 
head bodily. Now as Love is an AﬀeCtion of Union, 
ſo the ſtricteſt a30r is an Evidence of the greateſt Love. 

The Son of God took the Seed of Abraham, the origi- 

al element of our Nature, that our i»tereſ# in Him 

might be more clear and certain. He ſtoopt from the 
height of his Glory to our low embraces, that we might 
with more confidence lay hold on his Mercy, 

2. By providing compleat SatisfaF#ion to offended 
Fuftice., The guilty convinced Creature is reſtleſs,and 
inquiſitive after a way to eſcape the wrath to come. For 
beiag under the apprehenſion that God is an incenſed 
Judge, 'tis very ſenſible of the greatneſs and nearneſs 
of the danger, there being nothing between it and eter- 
nal Torments, but a thin veil of fleſh. Now an abun- 
dant ſatisfaction is made, that moſt effetually __—_ 
an 
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and aboliſhes the guilt of Sin: that is a #exwporary at, Chap. V. 


but of infinite evil being committed againſt an i*fnite CHWNV 


objet; the death of Chriſt was a temporary Paſlion, 
but of i»finite value in reſped& of the ſubjef z the ho- 
nour of the Law is fully repaired, fo that God is juſt- 
ly merciful, and diſpenſes Pardor to the glory of his 


Righteonſneſs. He hath ſet forth his Son to be a Propi- gon, q, 25. 


tiation through Faith iz his Blood, to declare his Righte- 
one 7, that he might be juſt, and the juſtifier of him 
who believes in Feſws. {\nd what ſtronger Security can 
be given, that God 1s ready to pardon Man, upon his 
accepting the terms of the Goſpel, than the giving his 
Son to be our Atonement 2 If the Stream ſwell ſo high 
_ as to overflow the Banks, will it ſtop in a deſcending 
Valley? Hath He with ſo dear an experce ſatisfied his 
Juſtice, and will he deny his Mercy to relenting and 
returning Sinners? This Argument 1s powerful enough 
to overcome the moſt obſtinate Infidelity. 

3, By the unſpeakable Gift of his Son, he aſſures 
our hopes of Heaven, which is a Reward fo great 
and glorious, that our guilty Hearts are apt to ſuſpe& 
we (ball never enjoy it. Weare ſecure of his Faith- 
fulneſs, having his z=fa/ible Promiſe; and of his 
Goodneſs, having ſuch a Pledge in our hands. As the 


Apoſtle argues, If he hath given ws his Son, will he not rom. 8. 3% 


with him give ws all things £ Will He give us the Tree 
of Life, and not permit us to eat of its Fruit ? Is it 
conceivable that having laid the Foundation of our 
Happineſs m the Death of his Son, an a& to which 
his tender AfﬀecCtion ſeem'd fo reprgnant, that He will 
not perform the reſt, which He can do by the meer fig- 
nification of his Will? *'Tis an excellent encouragement 
St. Auſtin propounds from hence 3 Secxrxs efto acceptu- 
rum te vitans iphixs, qui pignus habes mortis iplizs, &Cc. 
Be aſlured thou ſhalt partake of his Life, who halt the 
. Pledg 
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Pledg of it in his Death. He hath performed more 
than He promiſed. *Tis more incredible that the Fer- 
al (bould die, than that a wortal Creature ſhould live 
for ever. 

In ſhort, Since no mortal Eye can diſcover the Hea- 
venly Glory, to convince us of the reality of the i»vi- 
ſible ſtate, and to ſupport our departing Souls in their 
paſſage through the dark and terrible Valley, our Sa- 
viour roſe from the Grave, aſcended in our Nature to 
Heaven, and is the model of our Happineſs: He is at 
the right Hand of God to diſpenſe Life and Immorta- 

lity to all that believe on Him. And what can be more 
comfortable to us, than the aſſurance of that Bleſſed- 
neſs, which as it _— all the glory of the World, fo 
it makes Death it ſelf deſirable in order to the enjoy- 
ment of it ? 

2. As the Comfort, ſo the Holineſs of Man is moſt 
- promoted in this way of our Redemption. Suppoſe 
we had been recovered upon eaſier terms, the evil of 
Sin would have been leflen'd in our eſteem. We are 
- aptto judge of the danger of a Diſeaſe from the diff- 
culty of its Cure. _—_ is reputed a ſmall trouble, 
(although if it be not ſatisfied 'twill prove deadly) 
becauſe a ſmall price will procure what may remove it. 
And the Mercy that ſaves us, had not appeared fo great. 
He that falls into a Pzt, andis drawn forth by an eafie 
pull of the Hand, doth not think himſelf greatly ob- 
liged to the perſon that helpt him, choughif he had 
remained there he muſt have periſh'd. But when the 
Son of God hath ſuffered for us, more than ever one 
Friend ſuffered for another, or a Father for a Son, or 
than the ſtrength and patience of an Angel could en- 
dure ; Who would not be ſtruck with horrour at the 
thoughts of that Poiſon which required ſuch a dread- 
ful Cure? And the benefit we receive in fo coſtly-a 
way, 
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way, is juſtly magnified by us. Now what is more apt Chap. V. 


to inflame our love to God, than the admirable ex- .,p%FR) 


preſſion of his Love to us, in that with the moſt pre- 
cious Blood he ranſom'd us from Hell>2 How doth it 
endear Obedience, that God hath facrificed his Son, 
to keep us from acts of hoſtility 2 So that the Grace of 
the Goſpel is ſo far from indulging Sin, that it gives the 
moſt deadly wound to it. Eſpecially when the texonr 
of the zew Covenant 1s, That the Condemned Crea- 
ture, in order to recetving Pardon, and the Benefits 
that are purchaſed, muſt receive the Benefaftor with 
the moſt intire conſent for his Prince and Saviour. The 
Law of Faith requires us to ſubmit to his Scepter, as 
well as to depend upon his Sacrifice. The Goſpel is a 
conditional A& of Oblivion, that none may venture to 
fin upon confidence of Pardon. 

And fince the occaſion of the Fa// was from a conceit 
that Man could better his eſtate by complying with the 
Tempter, and obtain a more deſirable Happineſs in the 
Creature, than in the Favour of God: his Recovery is 
by revealing to him wherein true Bleſſedneſs conſiſts ; 
and giving him an aſſurance that he may obtain it. 
For Man will never ſubje&t himſelf to God as his 
Higheſt Lord, till he looks on him as his laſt End, and 
Soveraign Good. Now the Goſpel offers to us the 
moſt effectual means, to convince Man of the fol! 
of his choice, in making the Creature his Er 
For the Son of God who was Heir of all things during 
his continuance in the world ; was in the perpetual ex- 
erciſe of Self-denia!, He lived a deſpiſed Life, and 
died an ignominious Death, to diſcover to us, That as 
the miſeries of this Life can't make us truly miſerable, 
{o the proſperities of it can't makeus truly happy, Be- 
ſides, how is it poſſible that the-wretched enjoyment 
of this World, ſhould be the Blefledneſ(s for which He 

i ſpent 
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Chap. VI. ſpent his Sweat, his Tears, his Blood? The rich price 

WY NL belaid down doth moſt powerfully convince us, That 
our Felicity is infinitely more valuable than all earth- 
ly things, and can be no leſs than the fruition of God 
himſelf. Thus the Divine Wiſdom hath ſo ordered 
the way of our Salvation, that as Mercy and Juſtice in 
God, ſo Holineſs and Comfort may be perfectly united 
m the reaſonable Creature. 


—_— — 


CHAP. VI 


PraGical Tnferences. A ſuperlative degree of Praiſe and 
Thankfulneſs due to God for the revelation of t Gof 
pel. *Tis not diſcovered by the Creation. 'Tis above the 
reach of Natural Reaſon. The Heathen World 7s in- 
tirely ignorant of it. 'Tis pure Grace that diſtin- 
guiſhes one Nation from another, in ſending the 
Goſpel. Evangelical Knowledge deſerves our moſt 

. ſerious ſtudy. The Goſpel exceeds all contemplative 

and practick Sciences. Contemplative 7# the great- 

eſs of its object, and the certainty of its principle. 

PraCtick 3» the excellency of its End, and the efficacy- 

of the Means. 


I WE a Superlative degree of Praiſe and Thank- 

fulneſs 1s due to God, for revealing his eter- 

nal and compaſiionate Counſel in order to our Salya- 

tion? The Fall of Man was fo wounding and deadly, 

that only an 7-f/ite Underſtanding could find out the 

means for his Recovery. And if that Mercy which 

mov'd the Lord to ordain the Remedy, had not dif- 

cover it, a thick cloud of Deſpair had cover'd Man- 

kind, being for ever unable to conceive the way of our 

1Cor.2, Redemption, *Tis a Myſtery which eye hath not ſeer, 
; nor 
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mor ear heard, nor hath entred into the heart of man to Chap. VI. 


conceive, All Humane Knowledge is acquir'd by two LV Nu 


ſorts of Faculties; the external and internal. Of the 
firſt , Sight and Hearing are the moſt ſpiritual, and 
convey the knowledge of the moſt worthy objetts. 
They are the Serſes of Diſcipline, the other three are 
immerſt \n matter, and are incapable to make ſuch clear 
diſcoveries. Belides thoſe impreſſions that are made 
on the ſenſes, we may form ſome Ideas in the imagi- 
nation 3 upon which the mind refleGting may argue and 
diſcourſe : Thus far the light and vigour of the under- 
ſtanding can only go. So that the Apoſtle declares 
that the whole plot of the Goſpel was without the 
compaſs of our moſt ſearching faculties : this will be 
evident by conſidering, 

I. There was no diſcovery of it in the Creation : the 
Voice of the Heavens inſtructs us concerning the being 
of God, but not in the ſecrets of his Will. The cco- 
nomy of Mans Redemption is the merciful deſign of 
God, which hath no conneGion with the exiſtence of 
the creatures, but depends only upon his good pleaſure. 
'Tis as impoſhible to read the Divine Decrees in the 
Volume of the World, as for the eye to diſcover a 
ſound, which hath neither Figure, Colour, nor viſible 
motion. Beſides, the Glorious Nature of God in three 
Perſons, which is the foundation of this Myſterious 
Mercy, 1s not made known by the vitible frame of the 
Univerſe. *Tis true in all External Works the three 
Perſons are equally concerned : being of one Eſſence, 
they are of one Efficacy z and the Eflential perfeCtions 
of the Deity as they concur, ſo they are evident in the 
production of all things. The firſt motive is Good- 


neſs, that which orders and dire&s is Wiſdom, that Rom. r. 20. 


which executes is Power. And the ſeveral ranks of 
Creatures, according to their ſtate, refle&t an honour 
O 2 on 
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Chap. VI. 
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Rom. 2.18» 


Facilius inter 
Horologia 
quam inter 
Philoſophos 
conveniet, 
Senec, 


The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 


on their Author. Things endued with life, declare him 
to be the fountain of Life, and intelleQual creatures 
repreſent him to be the Father of Lights. But the per- 
ſonal being as Perſonal, operating nothing out of the Di- 
vine Nature, there is no reſemblance in the World that 
expreſſes the Diſtinction, Propriety, and Singularity of 
the Perſons, ſo asto diſcover them to the humane 'un- 
derſtanding. Thoſe deeper Myſteries of the Deity are 
only made known by the Word of God. 

2. *'Tis above the (train and reach of natural Reaſon 
to attain to the knowledge of it. There are ſeminal 
ſparks of the Law i# the heart of Man, ſome common 
principles of Piety, Juſtice, and Charity, without which 
the World would ſoon disband, and fall into canfufion; 
but there is not the leaſt preſumption or conjecture of 
the contrivance of the Goſpel. Though miſery ſharpens 
the mind, and makes it more ingenious to find out ways 
of Deliverance, yet here Reaſon was ntterly at a loſs. 
How could it ever enter into the thoughts of the 7ſrae- 
lites that by erecting a Brazen Sexpent on a Pole, and 
looking towards it, the wounds made by the Fie 
Serpents ſhould be healed? And how could guilty Man 
find out a way to fatisfie Infinite Juſtice by the Suffer- 
ings of a Mediator, and to heal the wounded fpiritby 
believing on him? The moſt inquiring Reaſon could 
never have thought of the Wonders of the Incarnation, 
that a Yirgizſhould conceive, and a God be born; nor 
of the Death of the Prince of Life, and the ReſurreCti- 
on, and Aſcenſion of the Lord of Glory. We may 
ſee how impolible it is for the natural underſtandin 
to diſcover the myſtery of Redemption, when thoſe 
that had the higheſt reputationfor wiſdom were igno- 
rant of the Creation. The Philoſophers were divided 
in nothing more, than in their account of the Worlds 
Original. Some imagin'd it to proceed from wa 
Otners 
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others from Firez ſome from Order, others from Con- ©, 
fuſionz ſome to be from Eternity, others in Time. Wo 
If the Souls eye be ſo weakned as not to ſee that 
Eternal Power, which is ſo apparent in itseffe&s, much 
leſs could it pierce into the Will, and free determinati- 
ons of God, of which there is not the leaſt intimation 
or ſhadow 1n the _ that are made. This Wiſdom 
comes from above, and was hidden from Ages, and Ge- ROM. 16. 25. 
nerations. *Tis called the Myſtery of Chriſt ; he is the xpheſ. 3.4. 
Obje&, and Revealer of it : The A47/tery of Faith, the i Tim. 3.9. 
diſcovery of which was by pure Revelation : The 
Myſtery of his Will, an inviolable Secret till he was Epheſ. 1. g. 
pleaſed to make it known. Were the humane under- 
ſtanding as clear as 'tis corrupt, yet it cannot by the 
ſtrength of diſcourſe arrive to the knowledge of it. 
Supernatural Revelation wasnecdllary to diſcoverit to 
the Angels. The thoughts of Men are a ſecret, into 
which the Creator alone hath right to enter, it being 2 chr. 6.30. 
his prerogative to ſearch the heart. The Angels con- 
jefture only, from the diſpoſitions of Men, from out- 
ward circumſtances, from the Images in the Fancy, and 
from material impreſſions on the Blood and Spirits, 
what are the thoughts of the Heart : and much leſscan 
they diſcover the Counſel of God himſelf, The Apo- 
ſtle tells us to Principalities and Powers in Heavenly gy... to, 
Places, by the Church the manifold Wiſdom. of God is 
made known. By the firſt coming of Chriſt, and the 
converſion of the World, the depths of the Divine 
Wiſdom were opened, and there remains much undiſ- 
cover'd, which his ſecond coming (ſhall gloriouſly 
make known. Before the firſt they underſtood not the 
foundation, till the ſecond not the perfeftion of our 
recovery. Briefly, the Spirit that ſearches the myſte- 1 Cor. 2. 10. 
riows Connſels of God , 1s the alone Intelligencer of 
Heaven, that reyeals them to the. world. And the 
more 
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Chap. VI. 


Ephel. 2. 12. 


Iſa. 53.11, 


1 Timm. 2. 4+ 


Joh. 19.3. 
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more to incite us with ſincere and humble Thankful- 
neſs to acknowledge this invaluable Mercy, it will be 
uſeful to refle& on the ſtate of the Heathen world, 
who are intirely 1gnorant of this Myſtery. 

The Apoſtle deſcribes the caſe of the Gentiles in 
ſuch terms as argue it to be extreamly dangerous, if not 
deſperate. Their underſtandings were darkened, being 
alienated from the life of God, through the ignorance that 
is in them. They were without Chriſt, aliens from the 
Common-wealth of Iſrael, ftrangers from the Covenant 
of the Promiſe, without hope. They had no ſenſe. .of 
their miſery, no expectation, nor deſire of Mercy. Not 
only the barbarous and ſavage, but the poliſht and 
civiliz'd Nations are called 2%, being without the 
knowledge of the true God, and of a Saviour. 'Phz- 
loſophy never made one Believer. And as the want of 
a Sovereign Remedy expoſes a man that hath a mor- 
tal Diſeaſe to certain ruinez ſo the ſrgle Ignorance of 
the Goſpel leaves men in a ſtate of Perdition. *Tis 
true, where the Faculties are not capable or the Object 
1s not revealed, God doth not impute the want of 
Knowledgeas a crime. But Salvation is obtain'd only 
by the Covenant of Grace, which is founded in the 
Satisfaction of the Redeemer. And 'tis by #he krow- 
ledge of him that he juſtifies many. God would have 
all men ſaved by coming to the knowledge of the Truth, 
that is the Doctrine of the Goſpel, ſo called in ref} 
of its excellency, being the moſt profitable that ever 
was reveal'd. * The pies of Believers are ſav'd by 
ſpecial Priviledge, for the merits of Chriſt, without any 
apprehenſion of him. But others who are come to the 
uſe of Reaſon, are made partakers of Blefſednefs by 
the Knowledge of God in: Chriſt. This is Life eternal, 
#6 know thee to be the only true God, and Feſws' Chriſt, 
whom thou haſt ſent. The $x# quickens fome crea- 
tures 
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tures by its vital Influences, which are buried in the 
caves of the Earth, and never ſce the Light. Bur the 
8un of Righteouſneſs illuminates all whom he faves. 
What degree of Knowledge is neceſſary of the Digni- 
ty of his Perſon, and the Efficacy of his Mediation, I 
cannot determine: But that the Heathens, who are 
abſolutely ſtrangers to the only means of our recovery, 
and do not believe on God reconciled in the Son of his 
Love, ſhould partake of ſaving Mercy ; I do not ſee 
any thing in the Goſpel (which 1s the Revelation of 
God's Will concerning our Salvation) upon which to 
build a rational Hope, Indeed if any Heathen were 
ſeriouſly penitent, God is fo merciful, that He would 
rather diſpatch an Angel from Heaven, ſaying, Delzver 
him from going down into the pit, Thave found a ran- 
ſome, or by ſome other extraordinary way inſtruct him 
in the necefſary knowledge of our Saviour, than ſuffer 
him to periſh. But Repentance as well as Forgiveneſs 
is purchaſed and diſpenced alone by our Saviour; And 
that any received this benefit, who are intirely 1gno- 
rant of the Benefactor, we cannot tell. Now this 
ſhould raiſe our eſteem of the diſcriminating favour 
of God to us. 

What a flood of Errors and Miſeries cover'd the 
Earth, when the Grace of God that brings Salvation 
firi# appeared 2 The Deluge was univerſal, and fo was 
the Deſtruftion. Thoſe that were moſt renowned 
for Wiſdom, the Philoſophers of Greece, and the Ora- 
tors of Rowe, were ſwallowed up, only the Church of 
Chriſt is triumphant over the mercileſs waters. When 
Noah fromthe top. of the Mountain faw the ſad remains 
of that dreadful Inundation, what a lively ſenſe of 
Joy poſleſt his breaſt? As Miſery is heighmaed, {o 
Happineſs is ſet off by compariſon: Not that there is 


any. regular content to ſee the deſtruction of G—_—_ 
ut 
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Chap. VI. but the ſenſe of our own preſervation from a common 

LYN Fuine, raiſes our joy to its higheſt elevation. The firſt 

ns work of Noah after his deliverance was to build an Al- 

" xariquen- tar ON Which to offer the Sacrifices of Thankſgiving to 
quam eſt fi- hjs Prelerver, We ſhould imitate his Example. 

ur pop How many Nations unknown to our world remain in 

ſe malis care- the Darkneſs, and Shadow of Death, now the Day- 

re ren  {pring from on High hath viſited us ?. This ſpecial Fa- 

Lucret, | Your calls for ſpecial Thankfulneſs. Were there any 

qualities in us to encline God to prefer us before 0+ 

thers, it would leſſen our eſteem of the Benefit, But 

this diſtinguiſhing Mercy is one of thoſe free Ads of 

God, for which there is no reaſon in the objects on 

Quare ergo which they are exerciſed. . St. Anftiz calls/1t, Profun- 

mn caameſt, Jem Crucis. As the loweſt part of the Croſs is under - 

tm? Non ground unſeen, but the upper part 1s expoſed to ſight : 

me piger di. So the effeFs of Divine Predeſtination, the fruits of 

profundum the Croſs, are viſible, but the Reaſons are not within 


Crucis, our view. When God divided the world, and choſe 


emu cage Iſrael for his Heritage to receive the o__ of the 
poſſum, Meſſzah, and left the reſt in thick and diſconſolatedark- 


<purarione neſs, there was no apparent cauſe of this inequality; 
monſtrare | 
bon poſſum, for they all ſprang from the ſame corrupt root, and e-» 
ua magni- qually deferv'd a final rejection. There was no ſingu- 
—_ wa Jar goodin them, nor tranſcendent evil in others. The 
Domine! Azg. unaccountable Pleaſure of God was the ſole motive of 
> bem the different Diſpenſation. Our Saviour breaks forth 

—o__m o_ ecſtaſie of Joy, 1 thank thee O Father, Lord of 
Luke Heaven and Earth, that thou haſt hid theſe things from 
the wiſe and prudent,and revealed them unto babes; even 
ſo Father, for ſo it ſeemed good in thy ſight. "Tis the 
Prerogative of God to reveal the ſecrets of the Kingdom 
to whom he pleaſes. *Tis an a&# of pure Grace, put- 
ting a difference between one Nation and another, with 
the ſame liberty, as in the Creation of the ſame indi- 


geſted 


Aat. 13,11, 
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log 


geſted matter He form'd the Earth, the-dregs of the Chap. VI. 


Univerſe, and the Sun and Stars the ornaments of the _p vu 


Heavens and the glory of the viſible World. How can 
we reflect on our Spiritual Obligations to Divine Grace 
without a rapture of Soul? The corruption of Nature 
was univerſal, our Ignoranceas perverſe, and our Man- 
ners as profane as of other Nations, and we had been 
condemn'd to an eternal Night, if the Light of Life 
had not graciouſly ſhin'd upon us. This ſhould warm 
our hearts in affectionate acknowledgments to God, 
Who hath made known to us the riches of the glory of this 
myſtery among3t the Gentiles; and with that revelation 
the concomitant power of the Spirit, to tranſlate us 
from the kingdom of darkneſs into the Kingdom of his 
dear $0n. If the Publication of the Law by the Miniſte- 
ry of Angels to the Tſraelites were ſuch a Priviledg 
that 'tisreckon'd their peculiar Treaſure : He hath ſhew- 
ed his Statutes unto Iſrael; He hath not dealt ſo with 
any Nation, What 1s the revelation of the Goſpel by 
the Son of God Himſelf? For although the Law is ob- 
{cured and defaced ſince the Fall, yet there are ſome 
ingrafted Notions of it in the humane Nature, but 
there is not the leaſt ſuſpicion of the Goſpel. The 
Law diſcovers our Miſery, but the Goſpel alone ſhews 
the way to be delivered from it. If an Advantage fo 
great and ſo precious doth not touch otir hearts ; and 
in poſſeſſing it with joy, if we are not ſenſible of the 
engagements the Father of Mercies hath laid upon us, 
we ſhall be the ungratefulleſt wretches in the world. 

2, This incomprehenſible Myſtery is worthy of our 
moſt ſerious thoughts and ſtudy, that we may arrive to 
a fuller knowledge of it. And to incite us, it will be 
fit to conſider thoſe excellencies, which will render it 
moſt defirable. Knowledge is a quality fo eminent, 


that it truly ennobles one Spirit above another. As yr 
P 1on 
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Chao, vx. {on is the ſingular Ornament of the humane Nature, 
SYN) Whereby it excels the Bruitsz fo in proportion Know- 
ledge, which is the perfetion of the Underſtanding, 
raiſes thoſe who are pofleſſors of it, above others that 

Eccleſ, 2. 13. Want it. The Teſtimony of Solomon confirms this, 
Then T ſaw that Wiſdom excells Folly as far as Light ex- 
celleth Darkneſs. Andaccording to thenature and qua- 
lity-of the Knowledge, ſuch is the advantage it brings 
to us. Now the Dodrine ofthe Goſpel excels the moſt 
noble Sciences, as-well contemplative as practick : it 
excels the contemplative in the ſublimity of the Ob- 
je&, and in the certainty of its Principle. 

1. In the ſublimity and greatneſs of the Obje&t : and 
it is no lels than the higheſt defign of the eternal Wiſ- 
dom, the moſt glorious work of the great God. In 
the Creation his footſteps appear, in our Redemption 
his Image: In the Law his Juſtice and Holineſs, but in 
the Goſpel all his PerfeCtions ſhine forth in their bright- 
eſt laſtre. The bare theory of this inriches the mind, 
and the contemplation of it affects the Soul, that is con- 
verſant about it, with the higheſt admiration and the 
moſt lincere and laſting delight. 

Nequeenim 1, It afteQs the Soul with the higheſt admiration, 

na The ſtrongeſt Spirits cannot comprehend its juſt great- 

materiz tra. neſs: the underſtanding finks under the weight of Glo- 

—_— ry. The Apoſtle who had ſeen the light of Heaven, 

wlbece "mg and had ſuch knowledg as never any man before; yet 

uſui, quam upon confidering one part of the Divine Wiſdom , 

—_ breaks forth in aſtoniſhment, 0h the depth of the riches 

ful detiner, of the Wiſdom and Knowlede of God I how unſearchable 

hed erceve are his Decrees, and his waies paſt finding out ! Tis 
colitur, Senec, fit when we have ſpent the ſtrength of our minds inthe 
conſideration of this excelling obje&, arid' are at tHE 
end of our ſubtilty, to ſupply the'deſets of our Un- 
derſtandings with Admiration. 'As the P /aliff expre(- 

{es 
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ſes himſelf, Lord, how wonderful are thy thoughts to Chap. VI- 
44-ward ! The Angels adore this glorious Myſtery with CHW NV 
an humble Reverence. The admiration that is cauſed 1 Per. 1. «2. 
by 1t, 1s a principal delight of the Mind: 'Tis true, the 
wonder that proceeds from Ignorance (when the cauſe 
of ſome viſible effect is not known) is the imperteftion 
and torment of the Spirit; but that which ariſeth from 
the knowledg of thoſe things which are moſt above 
our conception and our hope, is the higheſt advance- 
ment of our Minds, and brings the greateſt ſatisfacti- 
on to the Soul. Now the contrivance of our Redem- 
ption,was infinitely above the flight of Reaſon, and our 
expectation.” When the Lord turned the captivity of Pſa 12+. 1. 
Sion, 'they were as in 4 dream: The way of accom- 
pliſhing 1t was fo incredible, that it ſeem'd rather the 
picture of Fancy, than a real Deliverance. And there 
is far greater reaſon that the reſcuing of us from the 
Powers of Hell, and the reſtoring us to Liberty and 
Glory by Chriſt, ſhould raiſe our wonder. The 
Goſpel is called 2 zzarveloxws Light, upon the ac- 1 Pet. 2. 5. 
count of the objects it diſcovers. But ſuch a per- 
verſe judgment is in men, that they negle& thoſe things 
which deſerve the higheſt admiration, and ſpend their 
wonder on meaner things. Art is more admir'd than 
Nature: a counterfeit Eye of Cryſtal, whick hath nei- 
ther ſight nor motion, than the living Eye, the Sun 
of the little world, that directs the whole Man. And 
the effects of nature are more admir'd, than the ſub- 
Iime and ſupernatural] works of Grace. Yet theſe infi- 
nitely exceed the other. The World is the work of 
Gods hand, but the Goſpel is his plot, and the 
chiefeſt of all his wates. What a combination of Won- 
ders is there 1n the great Myſtery of Godlineſs? That 
He who fills Heaven and Earth ſhould be confin'd to 
the Virgins Womb; that Life ſhould die, and being 
P 2 dead 


Plal.92. 5, 6. 
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dead revive; that Mercy ſhould triumph without any 
diſparagement to Juſtice : theſe are Miracles that tran- 
ſcend all that is done in Nature. And this appears by 
the judgment of God himſelf, who beſt knows the 
excellency of his own works. For whereas upon the 
finiſhing the firſt Creation, he ordain'd the Seventh 
Day, that reaſonable Creatures might more ſolemnly 
aſcribe to him the Glory of his Attributes, which are 
viſible m the things that are made; he hath upon the 
compleating our Redemption, by the riſing of Chriſt 
from the Dead, made the Firſt-Day Sacred for his Ser- 
vice and Praiſe, there being the cleareſt illuſtration of 
his PerfeQions in that Blelled Work. God is more 
pleaſed in the contemplation of the xew World, than of 
the old. Thelatter by its extraordinary Magnificence 
hath lefſen'd the dignity of the former, as the greater 
Light obſcures the leſs. Therefore the Sabbath is 
changed into the Lords-Day. And what a juſt reproach 
Is it to Man that he ſhould be inobſervant and unaf- 
fected with this glorious Mercy, wherein he may always 
find new cauſe of Admiration? O Lord, how great 
are thy Works ! and thy Thoughts how deep ! A brutiſh 
man knoweth not, neither doth a fool underſtand this. 
The admiring of any other thing in compariſon of this 
Myſtery, is the effect of Inconſideration, or Infidelity. 
2. It produces the moſt ſincere and laſting pleafure. 
Asthe taſte is to-meat, to allure us to feed for the ſup- 
port of our bodies; that is delight to Knowledge; to 
excite the mind to {ſeek after it. But its vaſt capacity 
can never be ſatisfied with the knowledge of inferiour 
things. The pleaſure is more 1n the acquiſition, than 
inthe poſleflion of 1t. For the mind is diverted in the 
ſearch, but having attained to that knowledge which 
cannot fill the rational appetite, 'tis diſguſted with the 
fruits of its travel, and ſeeks ſome other object to re- 
lieve 
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lieve its languor. From hence it is, that variety is 
the ſpring of delight, and pleaſure is the product of 
novelty. We find the pleaſure of the firſt taſte in 
learning ſomething new, 1s alwayes moſt ſenſible. The 
moſt elegant compoſitions, and excellent diſcourſes, 
which raviſht at the firſt reading, yet repeated often 
are nauſeous and irkfome. The exerciſe of the mind 
on an objet fully known, is unprofitable, and there- 
fore tedious: whereas by turnin.- the thoughts on ſome- 
thing elſe, it may acquire new ::nowledge. But the 
Apoltle tells us that the Myſtery of our Redemption 


109 
Chap. VI. 


contains all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge, cg; :, 


to ſignify their excellence, and abundance : the x- 
ſearchable riches of Grace are laid up init. There is 
infinite variety and perpetual matter for the inquiry 
of the moſt excellent underſtanding : no created reaſon 
is able to reach its height or ſound its depths : by the 
continual ſtady, and increaſe in the knowledge of it, 
the mind enjoysa perſevering pleaſure, that far exceeds 
the ſhort vehemence of ſenſual delights. 

2. It excels other Sciences in the certainty of its Prin- 
ciple; which is divine Revelation. Humane Sciences 
are built upon uncertain maximes, which being admit- 
ted with precipitation, and not confirm'd by ſufficient 
Experiments, the Mind is fatisfied with appearances, 
in ſtead of real certainty. And from hence 'tis, that 
upon ſevere inquiry into matters of fat, thoſe do- 
Ctrines which were received 1n one age are diſcover'd 
to be falſe in another. Modern Philoſophy diſcards 
the Artient. But the Doctrine of Salvation is the 
Word of Truth, that came from Heaven, and bears the 
chara@ers and marks of its Divine deſcent. *'Tis con- 


firmed by the Demonſtration of the Spirit, and of Power. 1 Cor. 2. 4 ' 


'Tisalways the ſame, unchangeable as God the Author, 


and Chriſt the Object of it, who is the ſame yeſterday, Heb. 3. 
ts 


"a, 


TiO 
Chap. v1. to day, and for ever. And the knowledge which the 
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ſincere and enlightened Mind hath of it, is not uncer- 
tain opinion, but a clear, ſolid and firm apprehenſion, 


> Cor. 3. 18, 'Tis a Contemplation of the Glory of God with open face, 


Hed. 7.25, 


Joh, 15. 3. 


This appears by the efeFs it produces in thoſe that 
have received the true #7#&Fyxre of it 1n their Souls, 
they deſpiſe all things which carmal Men admire, in 
compariſon of this ineſtimable Treaſure. 

2. The Dof&rine of the Goſpel exceeds all pra#ick 
Sciences in the excellency of its end, and the efficacy 
of the means to obtain it. 

The endof it is, The Supreme Happineſs of Man: 
the reſtoring of him to the Innocence and Excellency 
of his firſt ſtate. And the means are appointed by i#- 
finite Wiſdom, lo that the moſt inſuperable obſtacles 
are removed: and theſe are the Juſtice of God that 
condemns the guilty, and that ſtrong and obſtinate 
averſion which 1s in corrupted man from true Felicity. 
Here 1s a Mediator reveal'd, who ts able to ſave to the 
attermo$t : who hath quencht the wrath of God by the 
Blood of his Divine Sacrifice: who hath expiated Sin 
by the value of his Death, and purifies the Soul by the 
vertue of his Life, that it may conſent to its own Sal- 
vation. No leſs than a Divize Power could perform 
this work. From hence the ſuperlative excellency of 
Evangelical Knowledge doth ariſe: all other Know- 
ledge 1s unprofitable without it, and that alone can 
make us perfe&ly bleſſed ; This 3s Life eternal, to know 
thee, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. I will 
briefly confider how 1neffeCtual all other Knowledge is, 
whether Natural, Political, or Moral, to recover us 
from our Miſery, 

The moſt exaCt infight into Natxral things leaves 
the Mind blind and poor, ignorant of Happineſs, and 
the way toit. Solomon who had an extraordinary _ 
ure 
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ſure of Natural Knowledge, and was able to fet a juſt 


price upon it, tells us that the 7zcreaſe of knowledge was _GpN/NyJ 


fer 
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attended with proportionable degrees of ſorrow. For the Eccleſ. 1. 


more a man knois, the mere he diſcerns the inſuffict- 
ency of that knowle''ze to ſrply his defefts, and fſa- 
tisfie his deſires. He was th»: fore weary of his Wil- 
dom, as well as of his Folly, The Devils know more 
than the profoundeſt Philoſop/ +5, yet their Knowledge 
doth not alleviate their Torrients. Tis not only infut- 
ficient to prevent miſery, 61t will more expole to it 
by enlarging the Faculties, and making them more 
capable of Torment. *Tis the obſervation of St. Am 
broſe, that when God diſcovered the Creation of the 
World to Moſes, He did not inform him of the great- 
neſs of the Heavens, the number of the Stars, their 
AſpeFs and Trfluences; whether they derive their light 
from the Sz, or have it inherent in their own bodies; 
from whence Eclipſes are cauſed; how the Rainvow 
1s painted ; how the Winds fly in the Air, or the 
cauſes of the ebbing and flowing of the Sea: but ſo 
much as might be a foundation of Faith and Obvedi- 
ence, and left the reſt, Qxaſi marceſcentis ſapicutie 
vanitates, as the vanities of periſhing wiſdom. The 
moſt knowing Philoſopher though encompaſt with theſe 
ſparks, yet if ignorant of the Redeemer, ſhall lie down 
in ſorrow for ever. 

And as Natural, fo Political Knowledge 1n order to 
the governing of Kingdoms and States, hath no pow- 
er to confer happineſs upon man, It concerns not his 
main intereſt, *tis terminated within the compals of this 
ſhort life, and provides not for Death, and Eternity. 
The Wildom of the World is Folly in a diſguiſe, a 
ſpecious Ignorance, which although it may ſecure the 
Temporal ſtate, yet it leaves us naked and expoſed to 
Spiritual enemies who war againſt. the Soul. And all 
the: 
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Books of the Heathens, is inſufficient to reſtore man to 
his original integrity and felicity. Reaſon ſees that 
Man is ignorant, and guilty, mortal, and miſerable, 
that he is tranſported with vain paſtions, and torment- 
ed with accuſations of Conſcience, but it could not 
redreſs theſe evils. Corrupt Nature is like an imper- 
fect Building that lies in rubbiſh, the imperteCtion is 
viſible, but not the way how to finiſh it: for through 
ignorance of the firſt deſign, every one follows his 
own fancy, whereas when the Architect comes to finiſh 
his own proje&, it appears regular and beautiful. 
Thus the various direftions of Philoſophers to recover 
fallen Man out of his ruines, and to raiſe him to his 
firſt ſtate, were vain. Some glimmerings they had, 
that the happineſs of the reaſonable nature conſiſted 
in its union with God, but inorder to this, they pro- 
pounded ſuch means as were not only ineffectual, but 
oppolite. Such is the pride and folly of carnal wiſdom, 
that to bring God and Man together, it advances Man, 
and depreſics God. The Stoicks aſcribed to their 


vivit. Deorum Wiſe-man thoſe Prerogatives —_—_— he equall'd 


Supplex, Cor» 


rroverſiam 


facir Dis de himſelf, to be one of his Peers. 
Felicitate. 


Senec- 


their Supreme God. They made him the architec of 
his own vertue and felicity, and to vie with Fupiter 
Others reduced the 
Gods to live like Men, and Men like Beaſts by pla- 
cing happineſs in ſenſual pleaſures. Thus inſtead of 
curing, they fomented the hereditary, and principal 
Diſeaſes of mankind, Pride, and Concupiſcence, which 
at firſt caus 'd the ſeparation of man from God, and in- 
finitely increaſe the diſtance between them. For what 
ſins are more contrary to the Majeſty and Purity of 
God than Pride, which robs him of his honour; and 
carnal luſt, which turns a man into a beaſt? Beſides, 
all their inventions to explate (in, to appeaſe the Deity 

| and 
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and make him favourable, to calm the Conſcience, Chap. VI. 


were frivolous and unprofitable. And their moſt ge- 7 yau 


nerous Principles, and accurate Precepts, were ſhort 
of that purity and perfection wherewith moral duties 
are perform'd to God and men, Briefly, they waſted 
their Candle in vain, in ſearching for the way to true 
happineſs. But God who created Man for the enjoy- 
ment of himſelf, hath happily accompliſht his Eternal 
Decree, by the work of our Redemption, wherein 
his own Glory is moſt viſible. And the Goſpel which 
reveals this to us, humbles whom it juſtifies, and com- 
» forts thoſe that were condemned : 1t abaſes more than 
the Law, but without deſpair, and advances more 
than Nature could, but without preſumption. The 
Mediator takes away the guilt of our old fins, and our 
1nclination to new (ins: we are not only reſtor'd, bur 


exalted, made Heirs of God, 7 OY with Chriſt. rom. 8. 19. 
e 


For theſe reaſons the Apotle ſets 16 high a value upon 
the Heavenly Doctrine, that reveals a Saviour to the 


undone World. He deſired to know nothing but eſur 1 Cor. 2. 2. 


Chriſt, and him Crucified. He deſpiſeth all Pharifaical 


and Philoſophical Learning 7 compariſon of the Excel- phil. 3.3. 


lency of the Knowledge of Chriſt Jeſws. Other know- 
ledge {wells the mind and increaſes the eſteem of our 
ſelves, this gives us a ſincere view of our ſtate. Tt 
diſcovers our miſery in its canſes, and the Almighty 
Mercy that ſaves us. Other knowledge inlightens the 
underſtanding, without changing the heart, but this 
inſpires us with the love of God, with the hatred of 
fin, and makes us truly better. In ſeeking after other 
knowledge, the mind 1s perplext by endleſs inquiries : 
here 'tis at reſt, as the wavering Needle is fixt when 
turn'd to its beloved Star. Ignorance of other things 
may be without any real damage to us; for we may be 


directed by the skilful how to preſerve Lite and Eſtate. 
Q. But 
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Chap. VI. 
& >". ©; 


Ya, 53- 


Quis non mi- 
rerur umbrz 
ranrum gra- 
tia Ex alieno 
peritam orbe ? 
Plin. 
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But this Knowledge is abſolutely neceſlary to Juſtifie, 
SanCtifie, 'and Save us. All other knowledge 1s , uſe- 
lefs at the hour of death: then the richeſt ſtock of 
Learning is loft, the veſſel being ſplit wherein the trea- 
ſure was laid; but this Pearl of ineſtimable price is 
both the grnament of our proſperity and the fupport 
of our adverfity : A little ray of this is infinitely more 
deſirable, than the light of all humane Sciences in 
their luſtre and perfeCtion. 

And what an amazing folly is it, that men who are 
poſleſt with an cainell paſton of knowing, thould 
walte their time and ſtrength in ſearching after things, 
the knowledge of which can't remove the evils that 
oppreſs them, and be careleſs of the ſaving knowledge 
of the Goſpel? Were there no other reaſon to dimi- 
niſh the eſteem of earthly knowledge, but the difficul- 
ty of its acquiſition, that exror often ſurpriſes thaſe 
who are ſearching after truth, this might check our 
intemperate purſuit of it. Sin hath not only ſhortned 
our underſtandings, -but our lives, that we cannot ar- 
rive to the perfect diſcovery of interior objetts. But 
{uppolſe that one by his vaſt mind ſhould comprehend 
all created things, from the Centre of the Earth to the 
Circumference of the Heavens, and were not favingly 
inlighten'd in the Myſtery of our Redemption. with 
all his knowledge he would be a prey to Satan, and 
increaſes the triumphs of Hell. The Hiſtorian up- 
braids the Rowan luxury, that with ſo rhuch coſt and 
hazzard they ſhould ſend to foreign parts, for Trees 
that were beautiful but barren, and produc'd a ſha- 
dow only without fruit. With greater reaſon we may 
wonder that men ſhould with the expence of their pre- 
cious hours purchaſe barren curioſities, which are un- 
profitable to their laſt end. How can a condemned 
Criminal, who. is in ſuſpence between Life and Death, 

. 4 attend 
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attend to ſtudy the ſecrets of Nature and Art, when Chap. VI- 
all his thoughts are taken up how to prevent the ex- LV NV 
ecution of the Sentence? And 'tis no leſs than a pro- 

digy of madneſs, that men who have but a ſhort and 

uncertain ſpace allowed them to eſcape the wrath to 

come, ſhould rack their brains in ſtudying things im- 

pertinent to ſalvation, and negle& the Knowledg of 

a Redeemer. Eſpecially when there is ſo clear aRe- 

velation of him: The righteouſneſs of Faith doth not Rom. 10. 6,9. 
command ws to aſcend to the Heavens, or deſcend into 

the deep to make a diſcovery of it, but the Word is nigh 

us that diſcovers the certain way to a happy immorta- 

lity. Seneca a Philoſopher, and a Courtier, valued his gene. pref. 1. 
being in the world only upon this account, that he nat. queſt, 
might contemplate the Starry 

Heaven. He only ſaw the vi- Quid erat curin ROMcre viventium me PpG- 
ſible beauty of the Firmament, percouren? ur hoc Corpus eaſuruth, ac 
but was Ignorant of the Glory Huidum, pericurumque nifi ſubinde imple- 


TRE atur, farcirem? et viverem Zgri miniſter ? 
within 1t, and of the way thar ut morti timerem cui omnes naſcimur ? De- 


leads to it 5 yet to our ſhame he rrahe hoc inzſtimabile bonum, non eſt vi- 
ſpeaks, that the ſight of it made * rant! ur fadem, un aft. O quam con- 
him deſpiſe the Earth, and with- —_ CEN 
out the contemplation of the 

Celeſtial bodies, he efteem'd his continuance in the 

World not the life of a Man, but the toil of a Beaſt. 

But what tranſports had he been in, if he had been ac- 

quainted with the contrivatice of our Redemption, 

the admirable order of its parts, and the beauty that 

reſults from the compofition of the whole? But we 2 Cor. 3 18. 
that with open face may in the Glaſs of the Goſpel be- 

hold the Glory of the Lord, turn away our eyes from 

it to vanity. Here the complaint 1s more juſt, Ad ſa- 

pientiam quis accedit ? quis dignam judicat nift quam in 

tranſitu noverit * We content our ſelves with (light 

and tranſient glances, but do not ſeriouſly and fixedly 


Q 2 con- 
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Chap. VI. 
LN 


3 Per. 1. 12. 
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confider. this bleſſed deſign of God, upon which the 
beginaing of our happineſs in this, and the perfetion 
of it in the next life 1s butlt. Let us provoke our 
ſelves by the example of the Angels who are not 
concern'd in this Redemption as man is, for they con- 
tinued in- their fidelity to their Creator, and were 
always happy in his favour; and where there is no 
alienation between parties, reconcilement 1s unneceſ[a- 
ry; yet they are Students with us in the ſame Book, 
and unite all their powers in the contemplation of 
this myftery : they are repreſented ſtooping to pry in- 
to theſe ſecrets, to ſignifie their delight in what they 
know, and their delire to advance 1n the knowledge 
of them. With what intention then ſhould we ſtudy 
the Goſpel, who are the Subject and end of it ? 
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CHAP. VIL 


The ſimple Speculation of the Goſpel not ſufficient with- 
out a real Belief, and Cordial Acceptance. The Rea- 


dons why the Jews and Gentiles conſpir d in the con-. 


How juſt it is to reſign up the Under- 
ſtanding #o Revelation. God knows his own Nature 
and Will, and cannot deceive #s. We muſt believe 
the things that are clearly revealed, though we do not 
underſtand the manner of their exiſtence : Although 
they are attended with p $eroc contradiftions. No 
Article of Faith 3x really repugnant to Realon. Ie 
muſt diſtinguiſh between things incomprehenſible, 
and inconceivable. Between corrupt and right Rea- 
fon. How Reaſon 3 ſubſervient to Faith. Humility 
and Holineſs qualifie for the belief of the Goſpel- 
mnyſterics. A naked belief of Supernatural Truths ;s 
unprofitable for Salvation. AmweffeFual Aſſent that 

prevails. upon the Wall, and renders the whole Man 
obſequious, is due to the quality of the Golpel-Reve- 


lation. 


tempt of it. 


or ſimple Speculation of this glorious Myſtery 
will be of no profit without a real beliet of it, 
and a cordial acceptance of Salvation, upon the terms 
which the Divine Wiſdom preſcribes. The Golpel re- 
quires the Obedience of the Underſtanding, and of the 
Will; unleſs it obtains; a full poſſeſſion of the Soul, 


there 1s no ſaving efficacy derived from it. And ſuch. 


is the ſublimity and purity of the Obje@, that till Rea- 


ſon 1s ſanctified, and ſubdued, it cannot fincerely en-- 


tertain it. F will therefore diſtinctly conſider the op- 
poſition which carnal Reaſon hath made againſt it, and 
thew how juſt it 1s, that the Humane Underſtanding 


ſhould. 
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Ch. VII. 
LLWNg 


I Cor. 1. 


Joh. 10. 33» 


Mar, 27» 42+ 


I Cor. I, 2J» 


Negant Deo 
dignum, ut 
homo fieri 
eller, (eque 
Infirmirare 
Carnis onera- 
ret, ut paſſio- 
Nibus, ut do- 
Joribus, ut 
morti le jpſe 
ſudjicerer. 
LaF. 


Orig. contra 
Cell. 


Orig, cintra 
Cell, Lib. 1. 
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{hould with reverence yield up it ſelf to the Word of 
God, that reveals this great Myſtery-to us. 

The Apoſile tells us, that Fews and Gemrtiles conſpi- 
red in the contempt of the Goſpel. Reaſon cannot 
hear withoat great  aſtoniſhment,. for the' appearing 
contradiction between the terms, that God ſhould he 
made Man, and the Eternal die. The Fews eſteem'd 1t 
an intolerable Blaſphemy, and without any Proceſs of 
Law were ready to ſtone the Lord Jeſus, Thet being 
a may, he ſhould: make himſelf equal\ with God. And 
they upbraided him in his Suffermpsthat he could not 
ſave himſelf. Tf he be the King of Iſrael, let him come 
down from the Croſs, and we will believe on him. The 
Gentiles deſpifed the Goſpet as an abſurd ill-contrived 
Fable. For what'in appearance is more unbecoming 
God, and injurious to his Perfetions, than to take the 
frail garment of Fleſh, to be torn and trampled on ? 
Their #2taral Knowledge of the Deity inclin'd them 
to think the Incerration impoſſible. ' There is: no. re« 
ſemblance of it ih the whole compaſs of Nature. For 
natural Union fuppoſes the parts incompleat, and capa- 
ble of PerfeCtion by their joyning together : But that 
a Being infinitely perfe&t ſhould aſſume by perſonal 
Union a nature inferiour to it ſelf, the Heathens lookt 
on it as a Fable forg'd according to the model of the 
fictions concerning Darae, and Antiope. And the 
Dottrine of our Saviours Death on the Croſs they re- 
jected as an impiety contumelious to God, They judged 
It mconſfiſteht with the Majefty and Happinetfs of the 


Deity, to aſcribe to Hit that, which 1s the puniſh- 


ment of the moſt guilty and miſerable. In the ac- 
count of carnal Reaſon they thought more worthily 
of God by denying that of Him, which is only due to 
the worſt of men. Celſ, who with'as much. Subtilty 
as Malice, urges all that with any appearance could be 
objected 
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objected agajaſt-our Saviour, principally inſiſts on his Ch, Viz. 
Poretey ations the Meanne(s and Miſery of his wg 
condition in the world. "Twas fit, faith he, that the, , 
Son of God ſhould appear as the Su, which renders NiZe - 
it ſelf confpicuous by its own light : But the Goſpel Erie ini 
having declared the Word to be the Son of God, re- 7 2.37, © 
lates that he was a man of Sorrows, that had no power 7, 593 7% Ta” 
to defend himſelf, and was deſerted by his Father and 7%# # 
Followers, ſcourged with Rods, and ſhamefully exe- faurs boa 
cuted. He could not reconcile ſo many things that 9: 
ſeem'd utterly incompatible, as Sovereignty and Ser- 
vitude, Innocence and Puniſbment, the loweſt of kx- 
wane Miferies, Death, with the higheſt of 4ivine Ho- 
nours, Adoration. - Briefly, Nothing was more contra- 
ry to Fleſh and Blood, than to believe that perſon to 
be the Redeemer of the World, who did not reſcue 
him(clf from his Enemies, and to expect Immortality 
from him that was overcome by Death. Now the 
Cauſes of this Infidelity are, 

t. The Darkneſs of the Mind, which is ſo corrup- 
ted by Original Pravity, that it cannot behold Hea- 
venly Myſteries in their proper light, ſo as to acquieſce 
in the truth of them. The natural man receives not the 1 Cor. 2-14 
things of the Spirit of God; Fad they are fooliſhneſs to 
him, and he cannot know them: becauſe they are ſpi- 
ritually diſcerned. The Apoſtle takes notice of the 
difaffetion of the heart, and the incapacity of the 
mind, not prepared and illuſtrated by grace, to em- 
brace and diſcern ſpiritual things in their verity and 
beauty. There is a great diſproportion between the 
natural underftanding, though elevared and enlarged 
by ſecular learning, and ſupernatural truth. For 
though the ratzozal Soul is a Spirit, as 'tis diſtingwiſhe 
from corporeal Beings, yet till 'tis purged from Erzour, 
and vitious Afﬀections, it can never diſcover the Di- 
vinity 
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Ch. VIL Vinity of things Spiritual, ſo as to embrace:them with 
SN certainty and delight. As there muſt be a Spirit of 
Ephef. 1,19. Revelation to unvail the object, ſo of Wiſdom to en- 

| lighten the eye, that it may be prepar'd for the recep- 

tionof it. As Heaven 1s only ſeen by its own Light, 

So Chriſt 'is by his own Spirit. Divine Objects, and 

Faith that diſcerns them, are of the ſame original, and 

of the ſame quality. The natural Underſtanding, as 

the effe&s declare, is-like the Funeral Lamps which 

by the Antients were put into Sepulchres, to guard 

the aſhes of their dead Friends, which ſhine ſo long 

as they are :kept cloſe, a thick moiſt vapour feeding 

them, and repairing what was conſum'd: but in open- 

ing the Sepulchres, and expoſing them to the free air, 

they preſently faint and expire... Thus zatural Reaſon 

whilſt converſant in things below, and watching with 

the dead, that is inthe Phraſe of the Antients, ſtudying 

the Books of Men who have left the world, it diſcovers 

ſomething, although *tis rather a Tyilight than clear; 

' But when 'tis brought from the narrow ſphere of things 

ſenſible, to contemplate the immenſity of things Spirt- 

. tual and Supernatural, its light declines, and is turn'd 

Porphyrius, . 

jalianus, Into darkneſs. | 

Maximus, 2. The Prideof the Humane Underſtanding, which 

mirrocles. diſdains to ſtoop to thoſe great and Heavenly Myſteries. 


Soli ration! 
«hs obſervable, that thoſe who moſt excell'd in Na- 


RI tural Wiſdom, were the greateſt deſpiſers of Evange- 
Fes _ ai- lical Truths. The proud Wits of the World choſe ra- 
2 m63:3« ther to be Maſters of their own, than Scholars to ano- 


_ 2,» ther. They made Reaſon their Supreme Rule, and 


T3 na» Tois Philoſophy their higheſt Principle, and would not be- 
— lieve what they could not comprehend. They repre- 
2 5 5ui7y ſented Chriſtians under ſcornful titles as captives of a 


«»%y 7G blind Belief, and derided their Faith as the effe@ of Fol- 


— ly ; and rejected Revelation, the only means to:con- 
| veigh 
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veigh the knowledge of Divine Myſteries to them. ChJ7r, 
They preſum'd by the light and ſtrength of their own _p WAN 


reaſon and vertue to acquire felicity, and (lighted the 
Dodtrine that came from Heaven,to x xn a clear way 
thither, and divine grace that was neceſlary to lead and 
aſſiſt them. Therefore the Apoſtle, by way of upbraiding, 
enquires, Where is the wiſe man? IWhere is the Scribe £ 
Where is the Diſputer of this world ? God hath made the 
wiſdom of the world fooliſhneſs. As thoſe who are really 
poor,and would appearrich inthe pomp of their Habits 
and Attendants, are made poorer by that expence ; ſo the 
Philoſophers who were deſtitute of true Wiſdom, and 
would appear wiſe in making Reaſon the Judge of Di- 
vine Revelation, and the Jalt reſolution of all things, 
by that falſe affectation of Wiſdom, became more 
fooliſh: By all their Diſputes againſt the appearing ab- 
ſurdities of the Chriſtian Religion, they were brought 
into a more learned Darkneſs. 

3. The prejudices which aroſe from Sexſual Luſts 
hindered the Belief of the Goſpel. As the carnal Un- 
derſtanding rebels againſt the ſublimity of its Doctrine, 
ſo the carnal Appetite againſt the purity of its Pre- 
cepts. And according to the Diſpoſitions of Men from 
whence they a&, ſuch light they defire to direct them 
in ating. The Goſpel 1s a Myſtery of Godlineſs, and 
thoſe who are under the love of Sin, cheriſh an affect- 
ed Ignorance, leſt the Light ſhould inflame Con- 
ſcience, by repreſenting to them the deadly guilt that 
cleaves to Sin, and thereby make it uneaſie. This ac- 
count our Saviour gives of the Infidelity of th@ world, 
That men love darkneſs rather than light, becauſe their 
deeds are evil. And that this was the real cauſe, what 


ever was pretended, is clear, in that the Gerti/zs who 
oppoſed Chriſt, adored thoſe impure Deities, whoſe 
infamous Luſts were acknowledged by them. 


And 
with 


1 Cor. I. 19, 
20, 


John 3.15. 
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Ch. VII, With what colour then could they reject our Redeemer 
WYWNS becauſe crucified? As if Vice were not more incompa- 


tible with the Deity, than Sufferings. 

Now though Reaſon enflav'd by prejudice, and cor- 
rupted by Paſlion, deſpiſes the Goſpel, yet when 'tis 
enlightned by Faith, it diſcovers ſuch a wiſe economy in 
it, that were it not true, it would tranſcend the moſt 
noble created Mind to invent it: 'Tis ſo much above 
our moſt excellent Thoughts, that no Humane Under- 
ſtanding would ever attempt to feign it, with conhi- 
dence of perſwading the world into a Belief of it. 
How is it poflible that it ſhould be contriv'd by zatu- 
ral Reaſon, ſince no man can believe it (incerely when 
'tis reveal'd, without a ſapernataral Faith? To con- 
firm our Belief of theſe great and ſaving Myſteries, I 
will ſhew how juſt it is, that the Underſtanding ſhould 
reſign it ſelf to Divine Revelation which hath made 
them known. In order to this, we muſt conſider, 

I. There are ſome Doctrines in the Goſpel, the Un- 
derſtanding could not diſcover, but when they are 
reveal'd, it hath a' clear apprehenſion of them upon a 
rational account, and ſees the charaFers of Truth vi- 
fibly ſtampt on their Forchead. As the Doctrine: of 
Satisfaction to Divine Juſtice, that Pardon might be 
diſpens'd to repenting Sinners. For our natural con- 
ception of God includes his infinite Purity and Juſtice ; 
And when the deſign of the Goſpel is made known, 
whereby he hath provided abundantly for the honour 
of thoſe Attributes, ſo that He doth the greateſt Good 
withouWencouraging the leaſt Evil, Reaſon acquieſces 
and acknowledges, This I ſought, but could not find. 
Now although the primary Obligation to believe ſuch 
Dottrines ariſeth from Revelation, yet being ratified 
by Reaſon, they are embraced with more Clearneſs by 
the Mind. 

2, There 
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2. There are ſome DoGrines, which as Reaſon by ch, yr. 
its light could not diſcover, ſo when they are made (_g vw Nu 
known, it cannot comprehend ; but they are by a clear 
and neceſſary connexion joyn'd with the other that 
Reaſon approves, As the Myſtery of the Trinity, and 
the Incarnation of the Son of God, which are the 
Foundations of the whole work of our Redemption. 
The Nature of God is repugnant to Plurality, there 
can be but one Eferce, and the nature of Satisfaftion 
requiresa diſtmn&tion of Perſons: for he that ſuffers as 
guilty, muſt be diſtinguiſh'd from the perſon of the 
Judge that exaCts Satisfaction ; and no meer Creature 
1s able by his obedient ſufferings to repair the Honour 
of God: ſo that a Divine Perſon aſſuming the Nature 
of Man- was alone capable to make that fatisfaftion, 
which the Goſpel propounds and Reaſon conſents to. 
Now according to the diſtinftion of capacities in the 
Trinity, The Father requir'd an honourable reparation 
for the breach of the Divine Law, and the Son bore 
the pumihmenr 1n the ſufferings of the humane Nature ; 
that 1s peculiarly his own. Beſides, 'tis clear that the 
DoGrine of the Trinity, that is, of three glorious 
Relations in the God-head, and of the Incarnation, are 
molt firmly conneted with all the parts of the Chriſtian 
Religion, left in the Writings of the Apoſtles, which 
as they were confirmed by Miracles, the Divine $7g- 
natures of their certainty, fo they contain ſuch auther- 
tick marks of their Divmity, that right Reaſon cannot 
reject them. oy 

3. Whereas there are three Principles by which we 
apprehend things, Senſe, Reaſon and Faith, theſe 
Iights bave their different objeQs that maſt not be 
confounded. Sexrſe is conftin'd to things material, 
Reaſon conſiders things abſtraFed from matter, Faith 
regards the Myſteries revealed from Heaven : and js 

R 2 mu 
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OO, tent judge of things about which Reaſon is only con- 
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muſt not tranſgreſs their order. Serſe is an incompe- 


verſant. It can only make a report of thoſe objects, 
which by their natural Chara@ers are expoſed to it, 
And Reaſon can only diſcourſe of things within its 
Sphere; Supernatural things which derive from Reve- 
lation, and are purely the Objects of Faith, are not 
within its territories and juriſdiction. Thoſe $wperla- 
tive Myſteries exceed all our zte/eFnal Abilities. 

"Tis true, the Underſtanding is a rational Faculty, 
and every adt of it is really or in appearance grounded 
on Reaſon. But there is a wide difference between 
the proving a Doctrine by Reaſon, and the giving a 
reaſon why we belicve the truth of it. For inſtance, 
we cannot prove the Trizity by natural Reaſon; and 
the ſubtilty of the Schooler, who aftedt to give ſome 
reaſon of all things, is here more prejudicial than ad- 
vantageous to the Truth: For he that pretends to 
maintain a point by Reaſon, and 1s unſucceſsful, doth 
weaken the credit which the Authority of Revelation 
gives. And 'tis conſiderable, that the Scripture in de- 
livering ſapernatural truths, produces God's Authori- 
ty as their only proof, without uſing any other way 
of arguing: But although we cannot demonſtrate theſe 
Myſteries by Reaſon, yet we may give a rational ac- 
count why we believe them. 

Is it not the higheſt Reaſon to believe the diſcovery 
that God hath made of Himſelf, and his Decrees? For 
he perfe&tly knows his own Nature and Will; and 'tis 
impoflible*He ſhould deceive us : This Natxral Prin- 
ciple is the Foundation of Faith. When God ſpeaks, 
it becomes Man to hear with Silence and Submiflion. 
His naked Word is as certain as a Demonſtration. 

And is it not moſt reaſonable to believe, that the 
Deity cannot be fully underſtood by us? The Sunmay 
more 
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more eaſily be included in a ſpark of Fire, than the Ch. VIL 
infinite Perfetions of God be comprehended by a L,5>-% 
finite Mind. The Angels who dwell fo near the Foun- 
tain of Light, cover their faces in a holy Confuſion gi. 6, 2, 
not being able to comprehend Him. How much leſs 
can Man in this earthly ſtate, diſtant from God, and 
oppreſt with a burthen of Fleſh? Now from hence it 
follows ; 

1. That Ignorance of the manner how Divine 1{y- 
fteries exiſt, 1s no ſufficient Plea for Infidelity, when 
the Scripture reveals that they are. For Reaſon that 
is limited and reſtrain'd, cannot frame a Conception 
that is coxrmenſurate to the Eſſence and Power of God. 
This will appear more clearly by conſidering the 
Myſterious Excellencies of the Divine Nature, the cer- 
tainty of which we believe, but the manner we cannot 
underſtand : As that his Eſſence and Attributes are jg 
the ſame, without the leaſt ſhadow of compoſition ; menſus & (oli 
yet his Wiſdom and Power are to our apprehenſions fibicanws, 
diſtinct, and his Mercy and Juſtice in ſome manner op- renner 
poſite. That his Eſexce 1s intire 1n all places, yet not vero ad in- 
terminated in any. That He is above the Heavens, and — 
beneath the Earth, yet hath no relation of high or low, guſtum eſt, &] 
diſtant or near. That He penetrates all ſubſtances, jos gortmmond 
but is mixed with none. That he underſtands, yet re- —_—_— 
ceives no 71dea's within Himſelf; that He wills, yet =!iimabilem 
hath no motion that carries Him out of Himſelf. That -—ma _—_ 
im Him Time hath no Succeſſion, that which 1s palt is 
not gone, and that which is future, is not to come. 
That He loves without Paſhon, is angry without di- 
ſturbance, repents without Change. Theſe PerfeGi- 
ons are above the capacity of Reaſon fully to under- 
ſtand, yet eſſential to the Deity. Here we multexalt 
Faith, and abaſe Reaſon. Thus in the 11ſtery of the 
Incarnation, that two ſuch diſtant Natures thould _ t Tim. 3: 46, 
pole 
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pole oze Perſon, without the confuſion of Properties, 


WMS Reaſon cannot reach unto, but 'tis clearly reveal'd 


Joh. r. 14+ 


& Cor. 10.5. 


in the Word: Here therefore we muſt obey, not en- 
quire. 

. The Obedience of Faith is, to embrace an obſcure 
Truth with a firm aſſert, upon the account of a Di- 
vine teſtimony. If Reaſon will not aſſent to Revelati- 
on, till it underſtands the manner how Divize things 
are, it doth not obey it at all. The Underſtanding 
then ſincerely ſubmits, when *tis inclin'd by thoſe 
motives, which demonſtrate that ſuch a Belief is due 
to the Authority of the Revealer, and to the quality 
of the Object. To believe only in proportion to our 
narrow conceptions, is to diſparage the Di»ize Truth, 
and debaſe the Divine Power. e-cant know what 
God can do, He is Omnipotent, though we are not 
021i ſcient : Tis juſt we ſhould humble our Ignorance 
to his Wiſdom, And that every lofty imagination, and 
high thing that exalts itſelf againſt the knowledge of 
God, ſhould be caſt down, and every thonght captivated 
into the obedience of Chriſt. Tis our wiſdom to re- 
ceive the great Myſteries of the Goſpel in their fimpli- 
city : for 1n attempting to give an exact and curious 
explication of them, the Underſtanding as in an Hed 
of Thorns, the more it ſtrives, the more 'tis wound 
and intangled. Gods Ways are as far above ours, and 
his Thoughts above ours, as Heaven is above the Earth. 
To reje& what we can't comprehend, is not only to 
ſin againſt Faith, but againſt Reaſon, which acknow- 
ledges it ſelf finite, and unable to ſearch out the Al- 
mighty to perfeFion. 

2, We are obliged to believe thoſe Myſteries that 
are plainly delivered in Scriptare, notwithſtanding 
thoſe ſeeming Contraditions wherewith they may be 
charged. In the objeQts of Senſe, the contrariety of 

appearances 
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appearances doth not lefſen the certainty of things. ©, VIL 
The Stars to our fight ſeem but glittering Sparks, yet CSV Nu 


they are immenſe Bodies. And tis one thing to beaf- 
ſured of a Truth, another to anſwer all the difficulties 
that encounter it: A mean Underſtanding 1s capable 
of the firſt, the ſecond is fo difficult, that in clear things 
the profoundeſt Philoſophers may not be able to untie 
all the intricate and knotty Objections which may be 
urged againſt them. 'Tis ſufficient the Belief of $#- 
pernatural Myſterves is built onthe Veracity and Power 
of God, this makes them prudently credible. This 
reſolves all doubts, and produces ſuch a ſtability of ſpi- 
rit, as nothing can ſhake. A fincere Believer is aſſured, 
That all oppoſition againſt Revealed Truths is fal/ac;- 
ous, though he cannot diſcover the Fal/acy. Now the 
tranſcendent Myſteries of the Chriſtian Religion, the 
Trinity of Perſons in the Divine Nature, the Incarna- 
tion of the Son of God, are clearly ſet down in the 
Scripture. Andalthough ſubtile and obſtinate Oppo- 
zents have uſed many guilty Arts to diſpirit and exer- 
vate thoſe Texts by an inferiour ſenſe, and have rackt 
them with violence to make them ſpeak according to 
their prejudices,yet all is in vain, the Evidence of Truth 
1s victorious. A Heathen who confiders not the Goſpel 
asa Divine Revelation, but meerly as a Do@rine deli- 
vered in Writing, and judges of its ſenſe by xatural 
Light, will acknowledge that thoſe things are delive- 
redinit. And notwithſtanding thoſe who ufurp a $o- 
vereign Authority to themſelves, to judge of Divine 
Myſteries according to their own apprehenſtons, deny 
them as meer Contradidtions, yet they can never con- 
clude them impoſlible: For no certain Argument can 
be alledged againſt the being of a thing, without a 
clear knowledge of itsnature : Now although we may 
underſtand the nature of Man, we do not the Nature 
ot 
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NY tounite himſelf to a Nature below Him. 

* Tis true, no Article of Faith 1s really repugnant to 
Reaſon, for God is the Author of Natural, as well as of 
Supernatural Light, and He cannot contradict Himſelf: 
they are emanations from Him, and though different, 
yet not deſtructive of each other. But we muſt di- 
{tinguiſh between thoſe things that are above Reaſon 
and incomprehenſible, and theſe things that are againſt 
Reaſon and utterly inconceivable: , Some things are 
above Reaſon in regard of their tranſcendent excel- 
lency, or diſtance from us; the divine Eſſence, the 
Eternal Decrees, the Hypoſtatical Union are ſuch high 
and glorious Objects, that it is an impoſſible enterpriſe 
to comprehend them : the inte/eFual Eye is dazled 
with their overpowering Light. We can have but an 
imperfect knowledge of them: And there is no juſt 
cauſe of wonder that Sxpernatural Revelation ſhould 
ſpeak incomprehenſible things of God. For He is a 
ſingular and admirable Being, infinitely above the ordi- 
nary courſe of Nature. The Maxims of Philoſophy 
are not to be extended to Him. We muſt adore what 
we cannot fully underſtand. But thoſe things are 
againſt Reaſon, and utterly inconceivable, that involve 
a contradiction, and have a zatxral repugnancy to our 
Underſtandings, which cannot conceive any thing that 
is formally impoſſible : And there is no ſuch Dodrine 
in the Chriſtian Religion. 

2. We muſt diſtinguiſh between Reaſon corrupted, 
and right Reaſon. Sincethe Fall, the clearneſs of the 
Humane Underſtanding is loſt, and the light that re- 
mains 1s eclipſed by the interpoſition of ſenſual luſts. 
The carxal Mind cannot out of Ignorance, and will 
aot from Pride and other malignant habits, receive 
things ſpiritual. And from heace ariſe many ſuſpi- 
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cions and doubts, ( concerning ſupernataral Verities) Ch, V1, 
the ſhadows of darkned Reaſon, and of dying Faith. vu 


If any Divine Myſtery ſeems incredible, *tis from the 
corruption of our Reaſon, not from Reaſon it ſelf, from 
its darkneſs, not its light. And as Reaſon is obliged 
to corre& the Errors of Senſe, when 'tis deceived 
either by ſome vicious quality in the orga, or by the 
diſtance of the objeF, or by the falſneſs of the wedinm, 
that corrupts the z#2age in conveying of it : So 'tis the 
office of Faith to reform the judgment of Reaſon, 
when either from its own weakneſs, or the height of 
things Spiritual, 'tis miſtaken about them. For this 
end ſupernatural Revelation was given,not to extinguiſh 
Reaſon, but to redreſs it, and enrich it with the difſ- 
covery of Heavenly things. Fazth is called Wiſdom 
and Knowledge : it doth not quench the vigour of the 
Faculty wherein 'tis ſeated, but elevates it, and gives 
it a ſpiritual preceptioz of thoſe things that are moſt di- 
ftant from its commerce. It doth not lead us through 
a iſt tothe inheritance of the Saints in light. Faith 

1s a rational Light: For 
I. It ariſes from the conlideration of thoſe Argu- 
ments which convince the Mind, that the Scripture 1s a 
Divine Revelation. T7 how, faith the Apoſtle, whom 7 
have believed. And we are commanded Always to be 
ready to give an account of the hope that is in us. 
Thoſe that owe their Chriſtianity meerly to the Feli- 
city of their Birth, without a ſight of that tranſcendent 
excellency in our Religion, which evidences that 1t 
came from Heaven, are not true Believers. He that 
abſolves an innocent Perſon for favour, without conſi- 
dering ſufficient proofs offer'd, though his ſentence be 
juſt, 1s an unjuſt Judge. And the Eye that 1s clouded 
with a S»f%{or, ſo that all things appear ye/ow to it, 
when it judges things to be ye/ow that are ſo, yet 'tis 
$ Erroneous ; 


2 Tim. 1. 12, 
1 Per. 3. 15. 
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Erroneous ; becauſe its judgment proceeds not from the 
quality of the Obje&, but from the Faxxdiſe that dif- 
colours the Organ : ſo thoſe who believe the Doctrine of 
the Goſpel upon the account of its Civil eſtabliſhment 
in their Country, are not right Believers, becauſe 
they aſſent to the word of truth upon a falſe Principle. 
'Tis not Judgment but Chance that enclines them to 
embrace it. The Tyrks upon the fame reaſon are 
_— Votaries of Mahomet, as they are Diſciples of 
Chriſt. 

2. Faith makes uſe of Reaſon to conſider what Do- 
Frines are revealed in the Scriptwre, and to deduce 
thoſe Conſeqrences which have a clear connexion with 
ſupernatural Principles. Thus Reaſon 1s an excellent 
inſtrument to diſtinguiſh thoſe things which are of a 


Divine 0rigizal, from what is ſpuriozs and counterfeit. 


For ſometimes thar is pretended to be a Myſtery of 
Religion, which is only the fruit of Fancy, and that 
is detended by the ſacred reſpect of Faith, that Rea- 
ſon ought not to violate, which is but a ground- 
leſs imagination; ſo that we remain in an Error, by 
the ſole apprehenſions of falling into one, as thoſe 
that die for fear of Death. The Bereans are commen- 
ded for their ſearching the Scriptures, whether the Do- 
GFrines they heard were conſentaneow to them, But 
tis a neceſlary Duty that Reaſon, how ſtiff ſoever, 
ſhould fully comply with God, where it appears reaſo- 
nable that He hath ſpoken. 

Briefly, The richeſt Ornament of the Creature 1s 
Humility, and the moſt excellent effect of it is the ſenſe 
of the weakneſs of our Underſtanding. Fhis is the 
temper of Soul that prepares it for Faith: partly as 
tt puts us on a ſerious conſideration -of thoſe things 
which are reveal'd to us in the Word: #nfidelity pro- 
ceeds from the want of conſideration, and nothing _ 

rs 
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ders that ſo much as Pride: Party, as it ſtops all ca-"G, 15. 


rious enquiries into thoſe things which are unſearch- gp wNu 


able: and principally as-it entitles to the Promiſe, God 
will inſtruct and give Grace to the humble. The 
knowledge of Heaven, as well as the Kingdom of Hea- 
yen, is the inheritance of the poor in ſpirit. A great- 
er progreſs is made in the knowledge and belief of 
theſe Myſteries by humble Prayer, than by the moſt 
anxious ſtudy. As at Court, an hour of Favour is 
worth a years attendance, Man cannot acquire ſo 
much as God can give. ; 

And as Humility, ſo Holineſs prepares the Soul for 
the receiving of Swpernatural Truths. The Under- 
ſtanding is clarified by the purification of the Heart. 
'Tis not the difficulty and obſcurity of things re- 
veal'd, that is the real cauſe of Infidelity, fince men 
believe other things upon far leſs Evidence; but 'tis 
the prejudice of the lower Faculties that hinders them. 
When all Aﬀections to fin are mortified, the Soul is 
in the beſt diſpoſition to receive Divine Revelation. 
He that doth the will of God, ſhall know whether the 
Do@Grine of the Goſpel came from Heaven. 

The Spirit of God is the alone Inſtruter of the 
Spirit of Man in theſe Myſteries, ſo as to produce a 
Saving Belief of them, That Knowledg is more clear 
and ſatisfying, that we have by his Teaching, than by 
our own Learning. The Rational Mind may diſcern 
the Literal Senſe of the Propoſitions in the Copel, 
and may yield a naked aſſent to the truth of them ; 
but without ſupernatural irradiation 'by the Spirit of 
Life, there can be no transforming and ſaving Know- 
ledg and Belief of them. And as the vaſt expanſion 
of Air that is about us, doth not preſerye Life, but 
that part which we breath in; ſo 'tis not the compals 
of our Knowledg and Belief (though it were equal "= 
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the whole revealed will of God) that is vital to the 


YN Soul, but that which is praftiſed by us. The 4poſtle 


1 CCr. 13. 2, 
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ſaith, Though he had the underſtanding of all Myſteries, 
and all Knowledg, and all Faith, yet if it were not join- 
ed with Love, the principle of Obedience, 7# were nnpro- 
fitable. Thert is the ſame difference between the $pe- 
culative Knowledg of theſe Myſteries, and that which 
is Aﬀectionate nw. Operative; as between the wearing 
of Pearls for Ornament, and the taking of them as a 
Cordial to revive the fainting ſpirits. 

In ſhort, Such a Belief 1s required, as prevails up- 
on the Will, and draws the Afﬀections,. and renders 
the whole Man obſequions to the Goſpel. For ſuch a 
Faith is alone anſwerable to the quality of the Revela- 
tion, The Goſpel is not a meer Narrative, but a Pro- 
miſe, Chriſt 1s not repreſented only as an innocent 
Perſon dying, but as the Son of God dying to deliver 
Men from Sin, and the effeFs of it, The fa//er Angels 
may underſtand and believe it without any Aﬀections, 
being unconcern'd in it: To them 'tis a naked Hiſto- 
ry, but to Men 'tis a Promiſe, and cannot be rightly 
received, without the moſt ardent Afﬀections. This 
is a faithful Saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
That Jeſus Chriſt came into the world to ſave Sinners. 
'Tis eſſentially good, as true; its Sweetneſs and Pro- 
fit are equal to its Certeinty : So that it commends 
it ſelfto all our Faculties. | 

There are fevere and ſad Truths, which are attend- 
ed with fearful expectation, and the Mind is averſe 
from receiving them: As the Law which like Light- 
ning terrifies the Soul with .its amazing Brightneſs: 
And there are pleaſant i/uſrors which have no ſolid 
Foundation: And as Truth doth not delight the Mind, 
unleſs united to Goodneſs, ſuch as is ſhitable to its 
Palate; fo Goodneſs doth not afte&t the Will unleſs it 
be 
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be real. Now the Doctrine of the Goſpel is as certain Ch. Vii. 
as the Law, and infinitely more comfortable than all C,S 0 
the Inventions of Men. *Tis in the knowledg of it 
alone that the ſenſible and conſidering Soul enjoys per- 

fe Satisfation and the moſt compoled Reſt. *Tis e- 
vident that the Underſtanding doth not behold theſe 
Truths in their proper light, when the Will doth 

not embrace them. For the rational Appetite fol- 
lows the laſt judgment of the Mind. When the 
Apoſtle had a powerful Conviction of The Excellency pix. z, 
of the Knowledge of Chriſt, this made him fo earneſt 

to gain an intereſt in Him. For this reaſon, thoſe 

who are only Chriſtians 1n Title, Having a form of 
Godlineſs and denying the power of it, are in Scrip- 
ture-language ſtiled Infidels : It being impollible that 
thoſe ws truly and heartily believe this great Aſy- 
 ſftery of Godlineſs, ſhould remain ungodly. 'Tis a 
itrong and effeCtual Aſert that deſcends. from the 
Brain to the Heart and Life, that denominates us trae 
Believers: So that when the Death of Chriſt is pro- 
pounded as the cauſe of our Reconciliation with 
God, the wonder of the Myſtery doth not make it 
incredible; when as the reaſon of the Mortitication 

of our Luſts, the Pleaſures of Sin do not dilguile its 
horrour: When Salvation is offter'd upon our accept- 

ing of Chriſt for our Prince-and Saviour, the Soul 

Is raviſht with its Beauty, and chooſes it for an everla- 


{ting portion. 


To conclude, The Doctrine of the Goſpel clearly 
diſcovers its Divine Original : *Tis fo reaſonable in 
itſelf, and profitable to us, fo ſublime and elevated 
above Man, yet hath ſuch an admirable agreement 
with Natural Truths, 'tis ſo perfectly correſponding 
in all its parts; that without affeted Obſtinancy no 
man 
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Ch. IL man can rejed it. And if after the open revelation 
LYN J Of it we are ſo ſtupid and wicked, as not to ſee its 
Superlative Excellency, and not to receive 1t with 
the Faith, Love, and Obedience which is due to it; 
what contempt is this of that infinite wiſdom which 
contriv'd the aſtoniſhing way of our Salvation? What 
a reproach to the Divine Underſtanding, as if it had 
been employed from Eternity about a matter of no 
moment, and that deſerves not our ſerious Conſide- 
ration and Acceptance? The negle( of it will juſtly 
bring a more ſevere puniſhment than the Hell of the 
unioſtructed Heathens, who are ſtrangers to Swperna- 
tural Myſteries. 
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The Mercy of God js repreſented with peculiar advanta- 
ges above the other Attributes. Tis eminently glori- 
fied in our Redemption in reſpe@ of its freencſs and 
greatneſs. The freeneſs of it amplified from the conſide- 
ration of the original and obje@ of it. God is perfeFly 
happy in Himſelf, and needs not the Creatnre to pre- 
ſerve or heighten his felicity. Theglorious reward con- 
ferred upon our Saviour doth not prejudice the freeneſs 
of his love to Man. There was no tie upon God to ſave 
Man. The Obje& of Mercy is Man in his lapſed ſtate. 
'Tis illuſtrated by the conſideration of what he is in 
himſelf. No motives of love are in him. He is arebel 
impotent and obſtinate. The freeneſs of mercy ſet forth 
by comparing him with the fallen Angels who are 
left in perfe# irremediable miſery. Their firſt ſtate, 
fall, and puniſhment. The Reaſons why the Wiſdom 
of God made no proviſion for their recovery. 


Hough all the Divine Attributes are equal as they 
| are in God, (tor one Infinite cannot exceed ano- 
ther) yet in their exerciſe and effects, they ſhine with 
a different glory. And Mercy 1s repreſented in Scrip- 
ture with peculiar adyantages above the reſt, 'Tis 
God's natural oft-ſpring, he 1s ſtiled the Father of Mer- 2 Cor. 1. 3. 
cies. 'Tis his dear Attribute, that which he places 
next to himſelf, He is proclaim'd the Lord God Graci- Ex0d. 34. 6. 
ous and merciful. *Tis his delight, Mercy pleaſes him, Mich. 7. 18. 
'Tis his Treaſure, he is rich in Mercy. Tis his trium- Ephel. 2. 4, 
phant Attribute, and the ſpecial matter of his Glory, 
Mercy rejoyces over Judgment. Now in the perfor-,, 
mance of our Redemption, Mercy 1s the predominant 


Attribute, that ſers all the reſt a working. The acts 
of 
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Ch. ViiT. ©f bis Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Power were in order to the 
NY iluſtration of his Mercy. And if we duly conſider that 


Job 35.7» 


Job 35. 6. 


Glorious Work, we ſhall find 1a it all the ingredients 
of the moſt ſovereign Mercy. In diſcourſing of it, I 
{ball principally conſider two things wherein this Attri- 
bute is eminently glorified, the Freeneſs, and the Great- 
neſs of it. The Freeneſs of this Mercy will appear by 
conſidering the original, and object of it 

I. The Original is God : and thenotion of a Deity 
includes infinite perfeCtions, ſo that it neceſlarily fol- 
lows that he hath no need of the creatures ſervice to 
preſerve or heighten his felicity. 7f thou be righteous, 
what giveit thou him? or what receiveth he of thine 
hand £ From Eternity he was without external honour, 
yet in that infinite duration he was perfectly joyful and 
happy. He is the Fountain of his own Bleſledneſs, the 
Theatre of his own Glory, theGlaſs of his own Beauty. 
One drop encreaſes the Ocean, but to God a Million 
of Worlds can add nothing, Every thing hath ſo much 
of Goodneſs as it derives Goal him. As there was no 
gain to him by the Creation, ſo there can be no loſs by 
the annihilation of all things. The World proceeded 
from his Wiſdom as the 7dea and Exemplar, and from 
his Power as the efficient cauſe; and it fo proceeds 
from him, asto remain more perfectly in him. And as 
the pollefſion of all things, and the obedience of Angels 
and Men is of no advantage to God; ſo the oppoſition 
of impenitent Rebels cannot leſſen his Bleſfledneſs. 1f 
thou ſinneſt, what doſt thou againſt him ? or, if thy 
tranſereſſuons be multiplied,what doſt thou unto him £ 
The Sun ſuffers no loſs of his light by the darkneſs of 
the night, or an Eclipſe, but the World loſes its day : 
If intelligent Beings do not eſteem him for his Great- 
neſs, and love him for his Goodneſs, 'tis no injury to 
him, but their own infelicity. Were it for his intereſt, 
he 


in Contriving Man's Redemption; — 1237 


he could by one att of Power conquer the obſtinacy of Ch, VAL. 
his fierceſt Enemies. If he require ſubjecion from his T5WNJ 


Creatures, 'tis not that he may be happy but liberal, 
that his Goodneſs may take its riſe to reward them. 
Now this is the ſpecial commendation of Divine Love, 
it doth not ariſe out of indigency as Created Love, 
but out of fulneſs and redundancy. Our Saviour tells 


us there is zoe good but God : not only in reſpet of yy, 19; x9: 


the perfetion of that Attribute, as it is in God in a 
tranſcendent manner, but as to the effects of his goodneſs, 
which are meerly for the benefit of the receiver. He 
5s only rich in Mercy, to whom nothing is wanting, or 
profitable. The moſt liberal Monarch doth not always 
pive, for he ſtands in need of his Subjeds. And where 
there is anexpeCation of Service for the ſupport of the 
giver, 'tis traffick and no gift. Humane affection is 
begotten, and nouriſht by ſomething without, but the 
Love of God is from within : the miſery of the Crea- 
ture is the occaſion, but the cauſe of it is from himſelf. 
And how free was that Love. that caus'd the infinite- 
ly bleſſed God to do ſo much for our recovery, as if 
his felicity were imperfect without ours ! 

It doth not prejudice the freene(s of redeeming Mer- 
cy, that Chriſt's perfonal Glory was the reward of 
his Sufferings. 


t. 'Tis true, that our Redeemer for the Foy that Heb.12; 2 


was ſet before him, endured the Croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, 
and is ſet down at the right hand of the throne of God: 
But he was not firſt drawn to the undertaking of that 
hard ſervice by the intereſt of the reward. For if we 
conſider him in his Divine Nature, he was the ſecond 
Perſon in the Trinity, equal to the firſt, he poſleſt all 
the Supreme Excellencies of the Deity ; and by aſſum- 
ing our Nature, the only gain he purchas'd to himſelf 
was to be capable of => for the accompliſhing _ 

| Salvas 
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Such was the Grace of our Lord Jeſws 


CSV Ng Chriſt, that being rich, yet for our ſakes he became poor, 


2 Cor. 8.9, 


Heb, 1.6. 


Chriſtus e- 

nim per na- 
tram bonus 
non propter 


that we through his poverty might be made rich. And 
although his humane Soul was encouraged by the Glo- 
rious recompence the Father promiſed, to make him 
King and Judge of the World; yet his Love to Man 
was not kindled from that conſideration, neither is it 
leſſened by his obtaining of it. For immediately up- 
on the union of the humane Nature to the Eternal Son, 
the Higheſt Honour was due to him. When the firſt- 
begotten was brought into the World, *twas ſaid, Le# 
all the Angels of God worſhip hi. The Sovereign 
Power in heaven and Earth was his inheritance, an- 
next to the dignity of his Primogeniture: The Name 
above every name Was a preferment due to his Perſon. 
He voluntarily renounc'd his right for a time, and ap-' 
pear'd in the form of a Servant upon our account, that 
by humbling himſelf he might accompliſh our Salvati- 
on, He entred into glory after a courſe of Sufferings, 
becauſe the Oeconomy of our Redemption fo requir'd, 
but his original title to it was by the perſonal union. 
To illuſtrate this by a lower hike: the Mother of 
Moſes was call'd to be his Nurſe by Pharaohs Daugh- 
ter, with the promile of a reward, as it ſhe had no re- 
lation to him : Now the pure love of a Mother, not 
the gain of a Nurſe, was the motive that inclin'd her 
tonouriſh him with her Milk. Thus the Love of Chriſt 
was the primary active cauſe that made him. liberal to 


przmiicupidi- us of his blood : neither did the juſt expectation. of 


ratrem; ideo 
paſlus eff, quia 
benefacere c- 


the reward take off from it. 
The Sum 1s this: The eflence of Love conſiſts in deſj- 


um dele&avit; ring the good of another without reſpect to our ſelves ; 


non quia incre- 
menrum Glo- 


and Love 1s ſo much the more free, as the benefit we 


riz ex ſuapaſ- give to anotner, 1s leſs profitable, or morc damageable 


fione quzre- 
bar, Ambro/, 


to us. Now among Men 'tis impoſhble that to a ver- 
wg | tuous 
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tuous benefator there ſhould not redound a double Ch y1n. 


Benefit. Tha 


1. From the Eternal Reward which God hath pro- 
miſed. And, 

2, From the Internal Beauty of an honeſt aCtion, 
which the Philoſopher affirms, doth excced any lots 
that can befal us. For if one dyes for his Friend, yet 
he loves himſelf moſt, for he would not chuſe to be 
leſs vertuous than his Friend, and by dying for him he 
excels him in Vertue, which 1s more valuable than Lite 
it ſelf. But to the Son of God no ſuch advantage could 
accrue; for being infinitely holy and happy in his Eſ- 
ſence, there can be no addition to his Felicity or Ver- 
tues by any external emanation from him. His Love 
was for our profit, not his own. 

2. The freeneſs of Gods Mercy is evident by conſi- 
dering there wasno tye upon him to diſpence it. Grace 
ſtrictly taken differs from Love: for that may be a Debt, 
and without injuſtice not denied, There are inviolable 
obligations on Children to love their Parents ; and du- 
ty leſſens delert: the performance of it doth not ſo 
much deſerve praiſe, as the negle& merits cealure and 
reproof. But the Love of God to Man is-a pure, free, 
and liberal Afﬀection, noway due. The Grace of God, 
and the gift by Grace hath abounded unto many. The Cre- 
ation was an cftution of goodneſs, much more Redempti- 


Rom, $. 15» 


on. Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive Glory, and Ho- Rev.4. 10» 


our, and Power: for thou haſt created all things, and - 
thy plea ſure they are, and were created. "Tis Grace that 
gave being to the Angels, with all the prerogatives that a» 
dorn their Natures : 'tis Grace conftirm'd them in their 0- 
riginal integrity. For God owsthem nothing, and they 
are nothing to him. *Twas Grace tat plac'd Adam in 
Paradiſe, and made him as a viſible God in the lower 
World. And if Grace alone diſpenſcd benetits to in- 
K& [2 nocent 
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Ch. V111, 2ocent Creatures, much more to thoſe who are obno- 


FN. xlous to juſtice : the firſt was free, but this is mercifu], 


Rom, 3. 24, 
Eph. 2. 5+ 
Joh. 1, 19. 
Tit..2, 11. 


And this leads to the ſecond conſideration, which exalts . 
redeeming Love. 

The. object of it is Man in his lapſed ſtate, In this 
reſpect it excels the goodnels that prevented him at the, 
beginning. In the Creation as there was no obje& to 
invite, ſo nothing repugnant to. mans being and happi- 
neſs: the duſt of the Earth did not merit ſuch an ex- 
cellent condition as it received from the pure bounty. 
of God, but there was no moral unworthineſs. But 
the Grace of the Goſpel hath a different objec, the 
wretched and unworthy, and it produces different 
operations, 'tis healing and medicinal, ranſoming and 
delivering, and hath a peculiar character among the 
Divine Attributes. 'Tis goodneſs that crowns the 
Angels, - but'tis Mercy, the Sanctuary of the guilty, 
and refuge of the miſerable that ſaves Man. The Seri- 
pture hath conſecrated the name of Grace in a ſpecial 
manner, to fignifie the moſt excellent and admirable 
favour of God in recovering us from our juſtly deſerv'd; 
miſery. We are juſtified freely by his Grace : By Grace 
we are ſaved : Grace and. Truth is come by Jeſus Chriſt : 
'tis the Grace of God that brings Salvation. And this 
is gloriouſly manifeſted towards Man in that, 1. con- 
ſidered in himſelf he is altogether unworthy of it. 2. As: 
compared with the fallen Angels, who are left under, 
perfe& irremediable Miſery, 

Firif, Man conſidered in himſelf is unworthy of the. 
Favour of God. The ufual Motives of Love are, 

1. The Goodneſs of things or perſons. This is the 
proper aleFive of the Rational Appetite : There is 
tuch araviſhing Beauty 1n it, . that it powerfully calls 
forth Aﬀe&Gtion. When there is an union.of amiable 
qualities ina Perſon, every one finds an attraFive... 
| 2. A 
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2. A Conformity in Diſpoſition hath a mighty force 01,115. 
to beget Love. Reſemblance is the common Principle 3A 
of Union in Nature: Social Plants thrive beſt when 

near together: Senſitive Creatures aſlociate with thoſe 

of their kind. And Love, which is an affetionate 

Union, and voluntary Band, proceeds from a fimilitude 

of wills and inclinations. The Harmony of Tempers is 

the ſtrongeſt and ſweeteſt tye of Friendlhip, 

23. Love is an innocent and powerful charm to pro- Tibi monſtra. + 
duce Love: 'tis of univerſal virtue, and known by all >» amatorium 
the World. None are of ſuch an unnatural Hardnefs, J7* Medice- 
but they are ſoftned and receive impreflion from it, Herbis, fine 


Now there are none of theſe inducements to encline ommermagy -5 h 
3 


God to love Man. ViS amari ama. - 
1. He was utterly deſtitute of moral goodneſs: S*ncc- 
as the exat temperament of the body,ſo the order and 
beauty of the Soul, was ſpoil'd by Sin. Nothing remain'd 
but deformity and defilements. The Love of God makes 
us a-iable, but did not find us ſo. Redemption is a free 
Favour, not excited by the worth of him that receives 
it; but the grace of him that diſpenſesit ; Herein God Rom. s. 8. 
commended his Love to as, that while we were Sinners 
Chriit died for us. Our goodneſs was not the Motive of 
his Love, but his Love the original of our goodneſs, 
2. There isa fixed Contrariety in the corrupted na- 
ture of Man to the Holy Nature and Will of God; 
For which-he- is not only unworthy of his Love; but 
worthy-of his wrath. Weare oppoſite to Him in our 
Minds, AﬀeCttions and Actions : A ſtrong Antipathy is 
ſeated in all our Faculties. - How unqualified were we 
for his Love ? There is i#f/nite Holineſs in Him, where- 
by He is eternally oppoſite to all Sin, yet He expreſt 
infinite Love to Sinners 1n ſaving them from Miſery. 
3. There was not the leaſt ſpark of Love in Man to: : 
God: Notwithſtanding his inf#2ite Beauty and Bounty rom. g. 16./ » 
to. 
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Rom, 1. 20+ 


1 John 4. 10. 


Rom. 8. 6, 
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ay. And it was the worſt kind of hoſtility 
ariling from the hatred of 'God, and that for his Hoh- 
nels his moſt amiable Perfection : yet then in his Love 
He pitied #s. The ſame favour beſtowed on an Enemy, 
is orally more valuable than given to a Friend. . For 
'tis Love that puts a price on Benefits: and the more 
undeſerved they are, the more. they are endeared 
by the AﬀeCtion that gives them. Here is Love, not 
that we loved God, but that He loved us, and ſent his 
Son to be a Propitiation for our Sins. We were Rebels 
againſt God, and at enmity 'with the Prince of Life, 
yet then He gave Hirſelf for us. 

[t will further appear that our Salvation comes from 
pure favour, it we conſider Man not only as a rebelli- 
ous enemy to God, but impotent and obſtinate, with- 
out power to reſiſt. Jaſtice, and without aftetion to 
defire Mercy. Sometimes the intereſt of a Prince may 
induce him to ſpare the guilty, he may be compell'd to 
pardon, whom he cannot puniſh. The multitude is 
the greateſt Potentate. The Sons of Lerviah were too | 


ſtrong for David : and then 'tis not pity, but policy to 


ſuſpend the judgment. But our condition is deſcribed 
by the Apoltle, that when we were ſinners, and with- 
out ſtrength, then _ dyed for xs. Man is a deſpt- 
cable Creature, ſo weak that he trembles at the appear- 
ance of a Worm, and yet ſo wicked that he lifts up his 
head againſt Heaven, How unable is he to encounter 
with offended Omnipotence? How eaſily can God de- 
ſtroy him, when by his ſole Word he made him ? If he 
unclaſps his hand that ſuports all things, they will pre- 
ſently relapſe into their. firſt confuſion, The whole 
world of ſinners was: ſhut. xp; utterly unable- to repel 
or avoid his diſpleafure.: And! what amazing:Love is it 


x Sam. 24.9. tO ſpare Rebels that were under'his feet * When 4 


114an 
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war finds his enemy, will he let him go well away ? But ©, VIIL 
God when we were all at his Mercy,ſpar'd and fav'd us. pay 
Beſides, Rebels ſometimes ſollicit the favour of their 
Prince. by their Acknowledgments, their Tears and 
Supplications, the teſtimonies of - their Repentance : 
but” Man perſiſted in his fierce enmity, and had the 
weapons of defiance in his hands againſt his Creator ; he 
trampled on his Laws and deſpiſed his Deity, yet then 
the Lord of Hoſt became the God of peace. In ſhort, 
there was nothing to call forth the Divine Compaſhon 
but our miſery : The Breach began on Man's part, but 
Reconciliation on God's Mercy open'd his melting Eye, 
and prevented not only our deſert, but our expectatt- 
on and deſires, The deſign was laid from Eternity. 
God forefaw our fin and our miſery, and appointed 4 
Saviour before the foundation of the World. 'Twas the * Pet. 1.20, 
moſt early and pure Love to provide a ranſom for us I 53:9 
betore we had a being ; therefore we could not be de- 
ſerving, nor defirous of itz and after we were made, 
we delerv'd nothing but damnation. 
2, The grace of God eminently appears in Mans re- 
covery, by comparing his ſtate with that of the fallen 
Angels who are left under miſery: this 1s a ſpecial cir- 
cumfrance that magnifies the favour ; and to make it 
more ſenfible to us, it will be convenient briefly to 
conſider the firſt ſtate of the Angels, their fall, and 
their puniſhment. | 
God in creating the World; formed two natures ca- 
pable ' of his Image and Favour, to glorifte and enjoy 
him, Angels, and Men; and plac'd them in the princt- 
pal parts of the Univerſe, Heaven and Earth. 
The Angels were the eldeſt Off-ſpring of his Love, 
the pureſt produdions of that ſupreme Light : Man in 
his beſt ſtate: was inferiour to them. A great number ,,, . . 
of them kept not their firſt ſtate of integrity and felicity. jud. 6. 
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Ch. VIIL. Their (in is intimated in Scripture; Ordain not a No- 
WON vice, leſt being lifted up with pride, be fall into the con- 


1 Tim, 3- 6. 


2 Pet, 2 4+ 


' Mark 1+ 


demnation of the Devil: that is, leſt he become guilty 
of that fin which brought a ſevere ſentence on the De- 
vil. The Princeof darkneſs was blinded with the luſtre 
of his owa excellencies, and attempted uponthe Regalia 
of Heaven, affeCting an independent ſtate. He diſa- 
vowed his BenetaCtor, inricht with his benefits. And 
in the ſame moment he with his companions in rebelli- 
on, were baniſhed from Heaven. God ſpared not the 
Angels that ſinned, but caſt them down to Hell, and de- 
livered them into” Chains of Darkneſs to be reſerv'd un- 
to Fudgment. Mercy did not interpole to avert or fuf- 
pend their Judgment, but immediately they were ex- 
pell'd from the Divine Preſence. A ſolemn triumph in 
Heaven followed : a voice came ont of the Throne ſay- 
ing, Praiſe our God all ye his Servants : and there was 
as it were the voice of mighty thundrings, . ſaying, © Hal- 
lelujah, for the Lord God Ommipotent reigns. They 
are now the moſt eminent examples of revenging wrath. 
Their preſent miſery is inſupportable, and they expect 
worſe. When our Saviour caſt ſome of them out of 
the poſleſt perſons, they cryed out, Art thou come to 
torment us before our time £ Miſerrimum ef timere cum 
ſperes nihil; "tis the height of miſery to have nothing 
to hope, and ſomething to fear. Their guilt is attend- 
ed with deſpair; they are in everlaſting Chains. He 
that. carries the Keys of Hell and Death will never 0- 
pen their Priſon. If the ſentence did admit a Revoca- 
tion after a million of years, their torrent would be 
nothing in compariſon of what it is: for the longeſt 
meaſure of time. bears no proportion to Eternity z and 
hope would allay the ſenſe of the preſent ſufferings with 
the proſpett of future eaſe, But their Judgment is ir- 
reverlible;z. they are under the blackreſs of darkneſs for 


ever 
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ever. There is not the leaſt glimpſe of hope to allay Ch, vim. 
their ſorrows, no Star-light to ſweeten the horrours of pv NJ 


their Eternal night. They are ſervi pere, that can 
never be redeemed. It were a kind of pardon to them 
to be capable of Death: but God will never be fo far 
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reconciled, as to aanithilate them. Fs anger ſhall be Ezck. 3. 5+ 


accompliſhed, and his fury reſt upon them. Immortali- 
ty, the priviledge of their nature, infinitely increaſes 
their torment: for when the Underſtanding by a ftrong 
and aFive apprehenſion, hath a terrible and unbound- 
ed proſpect of the continuance of their Sufferings, that 
what is intolerable muſt be Eternal, this inexpreftibly 
exalperates their Miſery: There wants a word beyond 
Death to ſet it forth. This is the condition of the 
finning Angels, and God might have dealt in as ſtrict 
Juſtice with rebellious Man. Tis true there are ma- 
ny Reaſons may be aſſigned why the Wiſdom of God 
made no proviſion for their Recovery. 

I. 'It was moſt decent that the frſ# Breach of the 
Divine Law ſhould be punitht, to ſecure Obedience 
for the future. Prudent Lawgivers are ſevere againſt 
the fr/# Tranſgrefiors, the Leaders in Diſobedience: 
He that f-/# preſumed to break the Sabbath, was by 
Gods command put to Death. And Solomon the 
King of Peace, puniſht the firſt attempt upon his 
Royalty with Death, though in the perſon of his 
Brother. 

2. 'The Malignity of their Sin was in the higheſt de- 
| For ſuch was the. clearne(s of the Angelical Un- 

erſtanding, that there was nothing of Ignorance and 
Deceit to leſſen the voluntarineſs of their Sin : *twas 
no miſtake, but Malice : They fell inthe light of Hea- 
yen, and- rendred therafetves-ucapable of:Mercy., As 


under-the-Law, thoſe who finned'' with'a bigh, band ; Heb. g. 7: 


that ice. not out of-Ignorace ot Imbecillity to pleaſe 
their 
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Num. 15.30. Sacrifice was appointed forit. And the Goſpel, o—_ 
in 


os $65.09, the Declaration of Mercy, yet excepts thoſe who 
27, 28, 29. 


Phil, 3. 


John. 8. 44. 


Plal. 103. 
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their Paſſions, but knowingly and proudly deſpiſed 
the Command, their Preſumption was izexpiable, no 


the great Tranſgreflion againſt the Holy Ghoſt. Now. 
of ſuch a nature was the Sin of the Rebellious Angels, 
it being a contemptuous violation of Gods Majeſty, 
and therefore unpardonable. Beſides, they are whol- 
ly ſpiritual Beings, without any a//ay of fleſh, and ſo 
fell to the utmoſt in evil, there being nothing to ſuf- 
pend the intireneſs of their Will : whereas the Humane 
Spirit is more ſlow by its ##i07 with the Body. And 
that which extremely aggravates their fin is, that it 
was committed in the ſtate of perfe&t Happineſs. They 
deſpiſed the full frnition of God: 'twas therefore con- 
gruoms to the Divine Wiſdom, that their final Sen- 
tence ſhould depend upon their f7ſ# Election: whereas 


' Mans Rebellion, though inconceivably great, was a- 


gainſt a lower Light and leſs Grace diſpenſed to him. 

3. They finn'd without a tempter, and were not in 
the ſame capacity with Man to be reſtor'd by a Saviour. 
The Devil is an original Proprietor in Sin, 'tis of his 
own; 'Man was beguiled by the Serpents ſubtilty : 
as hefell by anothers Malice, fo he is recovered by a- 
nothers Merit. 

4. The Argelical Nature was not entirely loſt : My- 
riads of bleſſed Spirits ſtill continue in the. place of 
their Innocency and Glory, and for ever aſcribe tq the 
Great Creator that i#communicable Honour, which 1s 
due to Him; and perfectly do his Commandments. 
But all Mankind was loſt in 44am, and no Religion 
was left in the lower world. vs 

Now although: in; theſe..and other 'teſpeRs it was 
moſt conſiſtent with the Wiſdom and Juſtice of God, 
to conclude them under an irrevocable Doom, mm 

tac 
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the principal cauſe that enclin'd him to ſave Man, was Ch, VIIL. 
meer and perfect Grace, The Law made no diſtinti- Lo W NM 


on, but awarded the ſame Puniſhment : Mercy alone 
made the difference : and the reaſon of that is in Him- 
ſelf, Millions of them fell Sacrifices to Juſtice, and 
puilty Man was ſpared. *Tis not for the excellency 
of our Natures, for Man in his Creation was lower 
than the Angels; nor upon the account of Service, 
for they having more eminent Endowments of wiſdom 
and Power might have brought greater honour toG od; 
nor for our Innocence, for though not equally, yet we 


had highly offended Him : But it muſt be reſolved 3z- Ephec. 


to that Love which paſſeth Knowledge. 'T'was the unac- 
countable Pleaſure of God that preſerr'd babes before 
the wiſe and prudent : and herein Grace is moſt glori- 
ous. Hein no wiſe took the nature of Angels, though 
immortal Spirits; He did not put forth his hand to 
help them, and break the force of their fall, He did 
nothing for their relief, they are under #a#ayed wrath: 
but He took the Seed of Abraham, and plants a new Co- 
lony of thoſe whoſprung from the Earth, in the Hea- 
yenly Country, to fillup the vacant places of thoſe 4- 
poſtate Spirits. This 1s juſt matter of our higheſt ad- 
miration, why the milder Attribute is exerciſed to- 
wards Man, and the ſeverer on them ? Why the veſ- 
ſels of clay are choſen, and the veſlels of Gold negle&- 
ed? How can we reflect upon it without the warm- 
eſt Afﬀections to our Redeemer 2 We ſhall never ful- 
ly underſtand the Riches of diſtinguiſhing Grace, till 
our Saviour ſhall be their Judg, and receive us into 
the Kingdom of Joy and Glory, and condemn them to 
an Eternal Separation from his Preſence, 
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CHAP, JX 


The Greatneſs of Redeeming Love diſcovered by- conſe- 


dering the Evils from which we are am The Ser- 
vitude of Sin, the Tyranny of Satan, the Bondage of the 
Law, the Empire of Death. The meaſure of Love zs. 


- proportionable to the degrees of our Miſery. No poſe 


ſeble Remedy for ws in Nature. Our Deliverance zs 
compleat.. The Divine Love is magnified in the 
Means by which our Redeemer is accompliſh'd. They 
are the Incarnation and Sufterings of the Son of God. 
Love is. manifeſted in the Incarnation, upon the ac- 
count of the eflential Condition of the Nature aſſu- 
med, and its Servile ſtate. Chriſt t00k oxy Nature 
after it had loſt its ſnnocency. The moſt evident 
Proof of God's Love is in the Suffcrings of Chriſt. 
The deſcription of them with reſpe@ to his Soul and 
Body. The Sufferings of his Soul ſet forth from the 
Cauſes of his Grief; The Diſpoſition of Chrilt, and 
the Deſign of God in affliting Him. The ſorrows 
of his forſaken State. All comforting Influences were 
ſuſpended, but without prejudice to the Perlonal Oni- 
on, or the perfetion of his Grace, or the Love of his 
Father towards Him. The Death of the Croſs con- 
ftdered, with reſpe@ to the Ignominy and Torment that 


. concurr'd init. TheLove of the Father and of Chriſt 
. amplified upon the account of his enduring it. 


Ex" HE next Circumſtance to be conſidered in the Di- 


vine Mercy is the degree of it: And this is de- 


{ſcribed by the Apoſtle in all the dimentions which can 
Eph. 3.18. fignihe its greatneſs. He prays for the Epheſians, that 
they may be able to comprehend with all Saints the breadth, 
and length, and depth, and keight of the love of God in 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt which paſſes knowledge. No language is ſuffici- 
ent to expreſs 1t: if our hearts were as large as the 
Sand on the Sea-ſhore, yet they were too ſtrait to 
comprehend it. But although we cannot arrive to the 
perfect knowledge of this excellent Love, yet 'tis our 
duty to ſtudy it with the greate(t application of mind ; 
for our happineſs depends upon it; and fo far we may 
underſtand as to inflame our hearts with a ſuperlative 
Aﬀection to-God. And the full diſcovery which here 
we deſire, and ſearch after, in the future ſtate ſhall be 
obtained by the preſence and light of our Redeemer, 
Now the greatneſs of the Divine Love in our Redemp- 


tion appears, 
[. By refleCting 02 the mighty Evils from which we 


are freed | 
2. The means by which our Redemption is accom- 


pliſht. 


our Redeemer. 

1. If we refle& upon the horrour of: our natural 
ſtate, it will exceedingly heighten the mercy that deli- 
vered us. ThisT have in part opened before, therefore 


3. That excellent State to which weare advanced by 
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I will be the ſhorter in deſcribing it. . Man by his re- pul, gg, 20, 


bellion had forefeited Gods tavour,and the honour and 
happineſs he injoyed in Paradiſe. And as there is no 
middle ſtate berween Sovereignty and miſery, he that 
falls from the Throne ſtops not till he comes to the bot- 
tom 3 ſo when Man fell from God and the dignity 
of his innocent ſtate, he became extreamly miſerable. 
He is under the.ſervitude of Sin, the tyranny of Satan, 
the bondage of the Law, and the empire of Death. 

1. Man 1s a captive to Sin. He 1s fallen from the 
hand of his counſel,- under the power of his paſſions. 
Love, Hatred, Ambition, Envy, Fear, Sorrow, and all 
the other (tioging. Aﬀections, (of which is true what 


Solinus - 
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Chap. IX. Solinws peaks of the ſeveral kinds of Serpents in Afri- 


WY NJ £4, Puantus nominum tantis mortium numer exer- 


Mat. 6. 24, 


Pſal. g Is, 
Rom. 7. 


Iſa. 28.15. 


2 Pet. 2:19», 


Slaves are cal- 
led rwuaT a, 


Bodies, 


Rev. 18.13, 


Job 3.18, 19, 


ciſe a tyranny over him. Andif zo man can ſerve two 
Maſters, as the Oracle of Truth tells us, how wretched 
is the flavery of Man, whoſe paſſions are ſo oppoſite, 
that in obeying one, he cannot eſcape the laſh of many 
Imperious Maſters 3 He is pofleſt with a Legion of 
impure luſts. And as the Demoniack in the Goſpel was 
ſometimes caſt into the fire, and ſometimes into the 
water; fo is he hurried by the fury of contrary pal\- 
ſions. This ſervitude to {in is inall reſpe&ts compleat. 
For thoſe who ſerve are cither born ſervants, or bought 
with a price, or made captives by force : and (in hath 
all theſe kinds of title to man. He #s conceived and 
born in ſin: he is ſold under ſin : and ſells himſelf to do 
evil, As that whichis fokd paſles into the poſleſhon of 
the buyer, ----- ſo the (inner exchanging himſelf for the 
pleaſures of (in, is under its power. Original (in took 
poſleſhion of our nature, and Actual of our lives. He is 
the ſervant of corruption by yielding to it : for of whom 
a man is overcome, of the ſame he is brought in bon- 
dage. The condition of the moſt wretched bondflave is 
more {weet and leſs ſervile than that of a ſinner. For 
the ſevereſt tyranny is exerciſed only upon the body, 
the ſoul remains free in the midſt of chains; but the 
power of fin oppreſles the Soul, the moſt noble part, 
and defaces the bright character of the Deity that was 
ſtampt upon its viſage. The worſt ſlavery is termina- 
ted with this preſent life. 7» the grave the Priſoners 
reſt together, they hear not the voice of the Oppreſſor. 
The ſmall and the great are there, and the Servant is free 
from his Maſter. But there is no exemption from this 
ſervitude by death, it extends its ſelf to Eternity. 

2, Man (ince his fall is under the tyranny of Sas» 
tan, who 1s call'd the God of this World, and is more 
abſolute 
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abſolute than all temporal Princes, his dominion being 
over the will. He overcame war in Paradiſe, and by 
the right of War rules over him. The ſoul is kept in 
his bondage by ſubtile Chains, of which the ſpiricual 
nature is capable. The underſtanding is captivated by 
ignorance and errors; the will by inordinate and dan- 
gerous luſts ; the memory by the images of ſinful plea- 
ſures, thoſe mortal viſions which inchant the ſoul, and 
make it not defirous of liberty, Never did crue! Pt- 
rate ſo incompaſlitonately urge his Slaves to ply their 
Oares in charging, or flying from an enemy, as Satan 
inacites thoſe who are his captives to do his will, And 
can there be a more afflicting calamity, than to be the 
ſlave of ones enemy, eſpecially if baſe and cruel? 
This is the condition of man, he is a captive to the 
Devil, who was 4 Liar and a Murderer from the be- 
ginning.. He is under the rage of that bloody Tyrant, 
whoſe ambition was to render Man as miſerable, as him- 
ſelf, who 1n triumph upbraids him for his folly, and 
adds derifion to his Cruelty. | 
3. Fallen Man is under the Curſe and Terrors of the 
Law. For being guilty, heis juſtly expoſed to the pu- 
niſhment threatened againſt tranſgreſlors, without the 
allowance of repentance to obtain pardon. And Con- 
ſcience, which 1s the Eccho of the Law in his boſom, 
repeats the dreadful ſentence, This is an Accuſer which 
none can ſilence, a Judge that none can decline : and 
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from hence it is that Men all their life are ſabje# to hon Heb. 2+ 


dage, being obnoxious to the wrath of God, which the 
awakened Conſcience fearfully ſets before them. 

This complicated Servitude of a Sinner, the Scripture 
repreſents under great variety of 8imilitudes, that the 
defets of one may be ſupplied by another. Every 
Sinner is a Servaxt, now a Servant by flight may reco- 
ver his Liberty : But the Sinner is a Captivein Chains: 

| A 


Joh. 8, 34+ 


2 Tim, 2. vlt, 
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Chap. IX. © Captive may be freed by laying downa Ranſom; but 
NS the Sinner 1s deeply in debt : Every Debtor'is not mi- 
Mar. 18, ſerable by his own fault, it may be his Infelicity not 
Iſz,1, 6, his Crime that he is poor; but the Sinneris guilty of 
| ; the higheſt offence: A guilty Perſon may enjoy his 
The table fer Health; butthe Sinner 1s ſick of a deadly Diſeaſe, an 
f.rth the Con- 1ncurable wound: He that 1s ſick and wounded may 
ie rn ſend for the Phyſczan in order to his Recovery; but the 
Eyavigew, Sinner isina deep ſleep: He that is aſleep may awake; 
which fenifi®% but the Sinner is In a ſtate of Death, which implies not 
CN only a. Ceſſation from all vital AFions, but an abſo- 
by the fumes of Jute difability to perform them. The Underſtanding 
peu. gers is diſabled for .any Spiritual Perception, the Will 
i anexcel ent for any Holy Inclinations, the whole Man is diſabled 
Say tray f for the ſenſe of his wretched ſtate. This is the ſp3ri- 
fate, wherein 4ual Death which juſtly expoſes the Sinner to Death 
_ _ temporal and eternal. | 
bound up; and - 4+ Every Man as deſcending from Adam, is born a 
the Paſſionr,as Sacrifice to Death. Hiscondition in this world is ſo 
one —gat wretched and unworthy the original excellency of his' 
pours, clud rhe Nature, that it deſerves not the name of Life: 'Tis a 
EY a continual exerciſe of (inful Actions diſhonourable to 
«pon his wiſe God, and damning to himſelf, and after the ſucceſſion _ 
ries, of a few Years in the defilements of Sin, and the ac- + 
cidents of this frail ſtate, in doing and ſuffering evil, 
Man comes to his fatal Period, and falls into the bot- 
tomleſs Pit, the place of Pollutions and Hortors, of 
Pal.$0-12- Sin and Torments. 'Tis there That the wrath of God 
abides on him, and who knows the power of his wrath £ 
According to his ſear ſo is his wrath. Fear is an un- 
bounded Paſſion, and can extend it ſelf to the apprehen- 
ſion of ſuch Torments, which no frite Power can in- 
flict : But the Wrath of God exceeds the moſt jealous 
tears of the guilty Conſcience. It proceeds from infi- 
- nite juſtice, and 1s executed by Almighty Power, and 
; contains 
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contains eminently all kinds of evils. A Lake of fla- Cp,,, ro 
ming Brimſtone, and whatever is moſt dreadful to Sexrſe, _p Nv 
is but an imperfeC&t A/zſror to repreſent it. 
And how great 1s that Love which pitied and reſcued 
us from Sin and Hell ? This Saving Mercy is ſet ont for 
its tenderneſs and vehemence by the commotion of the Luke r. 58 
bowels, at the ſight of one in miſery : eſpecially the 
working of the Mother's when any evil befals her Chil- 
dren: Such an inward deep reſentment of our diſtreſs 
was in the Father of Mercies. her we were in our Ezck. 
blood, He ſaid to #s, Live. And that which further 
diſcovers the eminent degree of his Love is this; He 
might have been unconcerned with our Diſtreſs, and 
teft us under Deſpair of deliverance. There is a Com- 
paſſion which ariſeth from Self-love, when the ſight of 
anothers Miſery ſurpriſes us, and affe&s us in ſuch a 
manner as to diſturb our Repoſe, and imbitter our Joy, 
by conſidering our liableneſs to the ſame troubles, and «+ 
from hence we are enclin'd to help them. And there 
+1s a Compaſſion that proceeds from pure love to the 
miſerable, when the Perſon that exprefles it, is above 
all the aſſaults of evil, and incapable of all Aﬀe@ions 
that might leſſen his Felicity, and yet applies himſelf 
- to relieve the afflicted; and ſuch was God's towards 
Man. 

If it had been a tolerable Evil under which we were 
faln, the Mercy that recovered us had been leſs: For 
Benefits are valued by the neceſſity of the receiver. 

But Man was difinherited of Paradiſe, an Heir of Hel, 
his Miſery was inconceivably great. Now the meaſure 
of God's Love is proportionable to the Miſery from 
whence we areredeemed. It there had been any poſ- 
ſible Remedy for us in Nature, our engagements had 
not been fo great : But only He that created us by his 


Power, could reſtore us by his Love. Briefly, it _ 
nifies 


te, 
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nifies the Divine Compaſlion, that our Deliverance is 
full and intire, It had been admirable Favour to have 
mitigated our Miſery ; but we have perfe&t Redempti- 
on, ſweetned by the remembrance of thoſe dreadful 
evils that oppreſt ns. As the three Hebrew Martyrs - 
came unhurt out of the ftery Furnace, The hair of their 
heads were not ſinged, nor their coats changed, nor the © 
ſmell of the fire had paſſed on them: So the Saints above 
have no marks of Sin or Miſery remaining upon them, 
not the leaſt ſpot or wrinkle to blaſt their Beauty, nor 
the leaſt trouble to diminiſh their Blefſedneſs z bur 
for ever poſſeſs the Fulneſs of Joy, and. Glory, a pure. 
and triumphant Felicity. | 

2. The Greatneſs of the Divize Love towards faln 
Man appears in the means by which our Redemption 
1s accompliſht, And thoſe are the 7zcarration and Suf- 
ferings of the Son of God. The ITzcarnation mani-. 
teſts this Love upon a doxble account. | 

I. In regard of the eflential condition of the nature 
he aſſum'd. 

2. Its Servile ſtate and meanneſs. 

I. The eflential condition of the humane nature aſ- 
fum'd by our Redeemer diſcovers his tranſcendent 


| Love to ns. For what proportion 1s there between 


God and Man ? Infinite and Finite are not terms that 
admit compariſon, as Greater and Leſs; but are di- 
ſtant, as All and Nothing. The whole World before 
him, is but as the drop of the Bucket that bath ſcarce 
weight to fall and the ſmall duſ# of the Balance, that 
i not of ſuch moment as to turn the ſcales, 'tis as no- 
thing, and counted leſs than nothing and vanity. The 
Deity in its own nature includes Independence and So- 
vereignty. To be a Creature implys dependence, and 
fubjection. The Angelical Nature is infinitely inferiour 
to the Divine, and Man, is lower than the Angels; yet 
. the 
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the Word was made Fleſh. Add to this, he wasnot made Chap. IX. 
as Adam in the perfeftion of his nature, and beginning C&W NV 
the firſt ſtep of his life in the full exerciſe of Reaſon, 
and Dominion over the Creatures, but he came into the 
World by the way of a natural birth, and dependence 
upon a mortal Creature. The Eternal Wiſdom of the 
Father ſtoopt to a ſtate of infancy, which is moſt diſtant 
from that of Wiſdom, wherein though the Life yet 
the Light of the reaſonable Soul is not viſible; and the 
- mighty God,to a condition of indigence and infirmity, 
The Lord of Nature ſubmitted to the Laws of it. Admi- 
rable Love,wherein God ſemed to forget his own Great- 
nels, and the meanneſs of the Creature ! This is more 
-indeared tous by conſidering, 
2. The Servile-ſtate of the Nature he aſſumed. An 
account of this we have in the.words of the Apoſtle. 
Let this mind be in you, which was alſo in Chriſt; who Phil. 2. 5,6, 
being in the form of God, that is, injoying the Divine 7* 
Nature with all its Glory eternally, and invariably. 
As to be inthe formof a King, ſignifies not only to be 
a King, but to haveall the conſpicuous marks of Roy- 
alty, the Crown, Scepter, Throne, the Guards and State 
of a King. Thus our Saviour poſleſt that Glory that is John 17. 5. 
truly Divine, before he took our nature. The Angels 
adored him in Heaven, and by him Princes reigned 0 10. <.y, 2. 
the Earth. 'Tis added, he thought it no robbery to be equal P99 8.154 
with God; that1s, being the eſſential Image of the Fa- 
ther, he had a rightful pofleſſion of all his perfe@ions. 
Yet he made himſelf of no reputation, and took upon him 
the form of a ſervant, and was made in the likeneſs of 
Man : this is a lower degree of condeſcenſion, than 
the aſſuming the naked humane nature. A Servant is 
not ſimply a Man, there being many Men of higher qua- 
lity, but a Manin a low State. Now he that was in the 
form of God, leflened himſelf into the form of a ſer- 
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vant, that is, took the humane nature without honour, 
attended with its infirmities z So that by the vifible 
condition of his life, he was judged to be an ordinary 
perſon, and not that under that meanneſs the Lord of 
Angels had been concealed. This will more diſtin&ly 
be underſtood, if we conſider the lowneſs of his ex- 
tration, the poverty of his birth, and the tenour of his 
life whilſt he converſt with Men. What Nation was 
more deſpicable in the eſteem of the World than the 
Jews 2 yet of their ſtock Chriſt diſdained not todeſcend, 
And among the Jews none were more vilified than the 
Galileazs, and in Galilee Nazareth was a contemptible 
village, and in Nazareth the Family of Foſeph was ve- 
ry obſcure, and to him our Saviour was nearly allied. 
His reputed Father was a Carpenter, and his Mother 
a poor Virgin, that offered two Pigeons for her purifi- 
cation. He firſt breathed in a Stable, and was covered 
with poor ſwadling-cloaths, who was Maſter of Hea- 
ven and Earth, and adorns all creatures with their glo- 
ry. But Love made him who is Heir of all things, rc- 
nounce the priviledge of his ſupernatural Sonſhip. In- 
conceivable condelſcenſion ! Therefore an Angel was dif- 
patcht from Heaven, who appeared with a ſurprizing 
miraculous light, the viſible charatter of his dignity , 
to prevent the ſcandal which might ariſe from the 
meanneſs of his condition, and to aſſure the Shep- 
herds that the Babe which lay in the Manger, was the 
Redeemer of the World. The courſe of his Life was 
a preface, and preparative for the Death of the Croſs. 
He had a juſt right to all that Glory, which a created 
Nature perſonally united to the Deity could receive. 
An eminent inſtance of it there was in his Transfigurati- 
on, when Glory deſcended from Heaven to encompals 
him 3; that which was ſo ſhort ſhould have been continu- 
al, but he preſently returned to: the lownelſs of his for- 
mer 
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mer condition. The fullneſs ofthe Godhead dwelt in him 
bodily, yet in his humble ſtate he was voluntarily de- 
prived of thoſe admirable effects which ſhould proceed 
from that union. Strange ſeparation between the De- 
ity, and the Glory that reſults from it! God 1s light, 
and the Son is the brightneſs of his Fathers Glory, 
yet-in, his Pilgrimage upon the Earth he was alwayes 
undera cloud. Aſtoniſhing Miracle ! tranſcending all 
thoſe in the Compils of Nature, yet the power of Love 
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effected it. He was made not only lower than the An- y:1, .. 
gels, but leſs than all Men, joyning (Oh amazing abaſe- Pil. 22. 


ment! ) the Majeſty of God, with the meannels of 7 


Worm, The High and L ofty-One, whom the Prophets ſaw Eay 6. 


Exalted on a High Throne, and all the Powers of Hea- 


ven in a Poſture of Reverence about Him, was deſp;ſ- Efay 53. 


ed and rejetted of Men: they turned their eyes from him, 
not for the luſtre of his Countenance, but for ſhame. 
If the Lord had aſſumed our Nature in. its moſt 
honourable Condition, and appeared in its Beauty, the 
condeſcenſion were infinite: For although Men are 
diſtinguiſh'd among themſelves by Titles of Honour, 
yet as two Gloworms that ſhine with an unequal bright- 
neſs in the Night, are equally obſcured by the light 
of the $#n; So all men, thoſe that are advanc'd to the 
moſt eminent degree, as well as the moſt abje& and 
wretched, are in the ſame diſtance from God. But 


He emptied himſelfof all his Glory: he grew up as a tex- Phil. 2. 


der Plant, and as a Root out of adry gronnd, there was 
0 Form or Comelineſs in hin. From his Birth tothe 
time of his Preaching he lived ſo privately, as only 
known under the quality of the Carpezters Son. There 
was a continual repreſiion of that inconceivable Glory, 
that was due to him the firſt moment of his appearing 
among Men. In ſhort, His deſpiſed Condition was an 


abaſement not only of his Divinity, but his Humanity. 
And 
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Condeſcenſion? We know the Grace of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ; that though he was rich, he became poor for our 
ſakes. Hedid not aſſume that which was due tothe ex- 
cellency of his Nature, but what was convenient for our 
Redemption,which was to be accomplilht by Sufferings. 

Where can be found an Example of ſuctMWove ? 
Some have favourable Inclinations to helg the diſtreſ- 
ſed, and will expreſs ſo much Commpaſlion as is conſiſtent 
with their ſtate and quality : But if in order to the re- 
lieving of the miſerable, one muſt ſubmit to what 1s 
ſhameful, who hath an affection ſo ſtrong@nd vehement 
as to purchaſe his Brothers Redemption at the loſs of 
his own Honour ? Yet the Son of God deſcended from 
his Throne, and put on our vile Mortality : He parted 
with his Glory that He might be qualified to part with 
his Life for our Salvation. How doth this exalt his 
Compaſſion to us! 

Add further, He took our Nature after it had loſt 
its Primitive [nnocency. . The natural diſtance between 
God and the creature 1s infinite; the moral between 
God and the finful creature, if poſlible, is more than 
infinite : Yet the Mercy of our Redeemer overcame 
this diſtance. What an ecſtaſfe of Love tranſported 
the Son of God fo far as to eſpouſe our Nature, after it 
was depraved and diſhonour'd with Sin? He was ef 
ſential Innocence and Purity, yet He came in the ſimi- 
litude of linful fleſh, which to outward view was not 
different from what was really ſinful. He was the Ho- 
ly Lawgiver, yet He ſubmitted to that Law; which 
made Him appear under the character and diſreputati- 
on of a Sinner, He paid the bloody Tribute of the 
Children of wrath , being Circumciſed as guilty of 
Adam's Sin; and he was Baptiſed as guilty of his own. 

2. The moſt evident and ſenſible proof of the great- 
nels 
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neſs of Gods Love to Mankind, is in the Sufferings 
of our Redeemer to obtain our Pardon, He is called 
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in Scripture, A man of Sorrows, the title ſignifies their 1ai. 53. 


number and quality. His whole Life was continual 
Paſſion : He ſuffered the contradi@ion of Sinners, who 
by their malicious Calumnies obſcur'd the Juſtre of 
his _— and moſt innocent Actions: He cndured 
the Temptations of Stax in the. Deſert : He was often 
in danger & his Lite; But all theſe were nothiag in 
compariſon of his laſt Sufferirgs. *Tis therefore ſaid, 
that-at the'bare apprehenſion of them, HE began to be 
ſorrowful, as 1t He had never felt any- Grief till then: 
His former Afflictions were like ſcatter'd-drops of Rain ; 
But asin the Deluge A/ the Fountains bereath, and all 
the Windows of Heaven above were opened ; So in our 
Saviours laſt Swfferings, the Anger of God, the Cruel- 
ty of Men, the Fury of Devils broke out together 
againſt him. And that the degrees of his Love may be 
meaſured by thoſe of his Suffterings, it will be fit to 
cohſider them with reſpect to his Soul and his Body. 
The Goſpel delivers to us the relation of both. 

1. Upon his entrance into the Garden, He com- 
plains, 2ſy Sorl is exceeding forrowful, even unto Death. 
There were preſent only Peter, James and John his 
happy Favourites, who aflured him of their hidelity ; 
there was no viſible enemy to affii&t Him, yet his Soul 
was environ'd with Sorrows. Tis cafie to conceive the 
injuries He ſuffered from the rage of Men, for they 
were'tertninated upon his Body; But how to under- 
ſtand his inward Sufferings, the wounds of his Spirit, 
thecroſs to which his Soul wasnailed, 1s very dittcult. 
Yet theſe were inexprefſibly greater, as the viſible ef- 
feds declare. The anguiſh of his ſoul ſo affected his 
body, that his Sweat was as it were great drops of Blood, 
the miraculous evidence of his Agony. The terror 
Was 
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TX, was ſodreadful, that the affiſtance of an Angel could 


Chap. 
ONS 


Mart, 14. 24» 


not calm it. And if we conſider the cauſes of his grief, 
the diſpoſitions of Chriſt, and the deſiga of God in 
afflicting him, it will further appear that no ſorrow was 
everlike his. The Cauſes were, 

I. The evil of Sin which inconceivably exceeds all 
other: for the juſt meaſure of an evil is taken from the 
good to which it is oppoſite, and of which it deprives 
us. Now Sin is formally oppoſite to the Holy nature and 
will of God, and meritorioufly deprives of his bleſſed 
preſence for ever. Therefore God being the ſupreme 
Good, Sin is the ſupreme Evil. And grief being the 
reſentment of an evil, that which is proportioned to 
the evil of Sin muſt be infinite. . Now the Lord Chriſt 
alone had perfeCt light'to diſcover Sin in its true hor- 


. rour, and perfect zeal to hate it according to its nature : 


for who can underſtand the excellency of good, and 
the malignity of evil, but the Author of the one and 
the Judge of the other? who can fully conceive the 
guilt of rebellion againſt God, but the Son of God who - 
15 alone able tocomprehend his own Majeſty? On this 
account the grief of our Redeemer exceeded all the 
ſorrows of repenting Sinners, from the beginning of 
the World. For our knowledge is ſo imperfe&, and 
our zeal ſo remiſs, that our grief for fin 1s much be- 
neath what *'tis worthy of: but fin was as hateful to 
Chriſt as it 1s in it ſelf, and his ſorrow was equal to 
its evil. 

2. The Death he was to ſuffer,attended with all the 
Curſes of the Law, and the terrible marks of Gods In- 
dignation, From hence *tis ſaid, he began to be ſore 
amazed and to be very heavy. *Tis wonderful that the 
Son of God, who had perfect patience, and the ſtrength 
of the Deity to ſupport him, who knew that his Paſ- 
ſion ſhould ſoon paſs away, and that the iflue ſhould be 

his 
*'p 
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his own glorious ReſurreCtion and the recovery of lap-'Chp Tx. 
ſed Man, that heſhould beſhaken with fear and oppreſ- ww 
ſed with ſorrow at the firſt approaches of it: how many 
of the Martyrs have with an undiſturbed courage em- 
braced a more cruel death ? but to them *twas difarm'd, 
whereas our Saviour encountred it with all its formida- 
ble Pomp, with its Darts and Poiſon. 

3. The Wrath of God was inflamed againſt him. For 
although he was perfectly Innocent, and more diſtant 
from ſin than Heaven is from the Earth, yet by the or- 
dination of God, and his own conſent being made our 
Sponſor, the Iniquity of #s all was laid upon him. He £9. 53. 
ſuffered as deeply as if he had been guilty. YindiFive 
juſtice was inexorable to his Prayers and Tears. Al- 
though he renewed his requeſt with the greateſt arden- 
cy, as 'tis ſaid by the Evangeliſt, that being in an Ago- 
2y he prayed more earneſtly, yet God would not ſpare 
him. The Father of Mercies ſaw his Son humbled in 
his preſence, proſtrate on the Earth, yet deals with him 
in extreme ſeverity. He was ſtricken, ſmitten of God, 
and affiFed. And who 1s able to conceive the weight 
of God's Hand when he puniſhes fin according to its 
deſert? who can underſtand the degrees of thoſe Sut- 
ferings when God exadts ſatisfaftion from one that was 
obliged, and able tomake 1t? how piercing were thoſe 
lorrows whereby Divine Juſtice, — incens'd, 
was to be appeas'd? Who knows the conſequence of 
thoſe words, My God, My God, why haſt thou for ſaken 
me? "Tis impoſlible to comprehend, or reprelent that 
great and terrible Myſtery. But thus much we may un- 
derſtand, That Holineſs and Glory being eſſential to 
the Deity, they are communicated to the Reaſonable ® 
Nature when united to it z But with this difference, 
thaÞHolineſs neceſlarily reſults from Union with God: 
For Sin being infinitely repugnant to His Nature, 
3 L makes 


162 


Chap. IX 
LON 


The Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 


makes a Separation between him and the Creature: 
But Glory and Joy are diſpenſed in afree and arbitrary 
manner. This dereli&iaz of our Saviour muſt be un- 
derſtood with reſpect to the ſecond, not the frſ# Com- 
munication, In the extremity of his Torments all 
his Aﬀections -were innocent and regular, being only 
raiſed to that degree, which the vehemency of the 
obje& required. He expreſt no murmur againſt God, 
nor anger againſt his enemies. His Faith, Love, Hu- 
mility, Patience were then in their Exaltation. But 
that glorious and unſpeakable Joy which in the courſe 
of his Life the Deity canveyed to Him, was then with- 
drawn. An impetuous torrent of pure unmixed Sor- 
rows broke into his holy Soul: He felt no refreſbing 
emanations, {0 that having loſt the fenſe of preſent Joy, 
there remained in his Soul only the hope of future Joy. 
And in that ſad moment, his Mind was ſo. tatent upon 
his Sufferings, that he ſeems to have been diverted from 
the actual conſideration of the Glory that attended the 
iſſue of them. 

Briefly, All comforting Influences were ſuſpended, 
but without prejudice to the Perſonal Union, or the 
Perfection of his Grace, or to the Love of his Father 
toward Him, His Soul was liable to ſorrows, as his 
Body to death. For the Dezty is the Principle of Life 
as well as of Joy; and as the Body of Chrilt was three 
days in the ſtate of Death, and the Hypoſtatical Union 
remained entire; {o his Soul was left for a time under 
the fearful impreſſions of wrath, yet was not ſeparated 
from the God-head. And although He endured what- 
ever was neceſlary for the Expiation of Sin; yetall vi- 
cious Evils, as Blaſphemy, Hatred of God, and any 
other which are not inflicted by the Judg, but in ſtri&- 
neſs are accidental to the Puniſhment, __ proceed Om 
the weakneſs or wickednels,of the Paticat, he was not 
in 


in Contriving Pan's Redemption, 


163 


in the leaſt guilty of. Beſides, when his Father aP- Chap. IX. 


pear'd an enemy againſt. him, at that time He was i#- Lv Nu 


finitely pleaſed in his Obedience, But with theſe ex- 
ceptions our Bleſſed Lord ſuffered whatever was due 
to Us. 

The Sorrows of his forſaken ſtate were inexpreſtibly 
greatz for according to the degree and ſenſe we have 
of Happineſs, ſuch in proportion is our grief for the 
loſs of it. Now Chriſt had the fulleſt enjoyment, and 
the higheſt valuation of Gods favour. His enjoyment was 
rais'd above what the moſt glorious Spirits are capable 
of: All his Faculties were pure and vigorous, never 
blunted with Sin, and intimately united to the Deity. 
How cutting then was it to his Soul, to be ſuſpended 
from the perfect viſion of God 2 To be divorc'd as it 
were from himſelf, and to loſe that Paradiſe He al- 
waies had within Him ? If all the Angels of Light were 
at once depriv'd of their Glory, the loſs were not e- 
qual to this dreadful ec/ipſe of the Sun of Righteoul- 
_ neſs: As ifall the 8fars wereextinguiſhe, the , ae" 
would not be fo terrible, as if the 8x the fountain of 
light were put out. Whatever his Sufferingswere in kind, 
yet in degree they were anſwerable to the full and juſt 
deſert of Sin, and ſurpaſt the power of the Humane or 
Angelical Nature to endure, In ſhort, His Sorrows 
were only equalled by that Love which procured them. 

And as the $»fferings inflicted by the hand of God, 
ſo the Evils HSendured from men, declare the infinite- 
neſs of our Redeemers Love to us. For the further 
diſcovery of it, 'tis neceſſary to refle& upon his Death, 
which is ſet down by the Apoſtle as the loweſt degree 
of his Humiliation, in which the ſucceſhon of all his 
Bodily S«ferings is included, it being the comple- 
ment of all. And if we conſider the quality of it, the 
Goodneſs of our Redeemer will be more viſible in his 
FS 2 volun- 
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Chap. 1X. voluntary ſubmiſſion to it. Two Circumſtances make 
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Pone Crucem 
Servo» Juyen. 
Sat, 6» 

Liberi Homi- 
nes aur Ci- 
ves Romani 
hoc ſupplicio 
afhici non po- 
rerant, nif ſer- 


the kind of Death which is to be ſuffered, very terri- 
ble to us, Ignominy and Torment; and they eminently 
concur in the Death of the Croſs. ,” 

1. The greateſt Ignominy attended it, and that in 
the account of God and Men. As honour is i» horo- 
rante, and depends upon the eſteem of others ; ſo infa- 
my conſiſts in the judgment of others. Now in the ac- 
count of the World every Death inflicted for a Crime 
1s attended with diſgrace : But that receives its degrees 
from the manner of it. To be executed privatcly is 
a favour, but to be made a ſpectacle to the multitude, 
encreaſes the diſhonour of one that ſuffers. When 
Death is ſpeedily inflicted, the ſenſe of ſhame is pre- 
ſcatly paſt z but to be expoſed to publick view for ma- 
ny Hours, as a Malefattor, whillt the Beholders deteſt 
the Crime, and abhor the Puniſhment, is an heavy ag- 
gravation of it. Beheading, which 1s ſuddenly diſ- 
patcht by a Sword, a mlitary Inſtrument, and there- 
fore more honourable, was a Priviledg : But to hang 
on the Croſs, was the moſt conſpicuous mark of the 
publick Juſtice and Difpleaſure: a ſpecial Infamy was 
concomitant with it. Among the Jews hanging on a 
Tree was branded with the Curſe : Therefore God com- 
manded that the bodies of thoſe that were hanged on a 
tree, ſhould be taken down in the Evening, that the Land 
might not be defiled with a Curſe. And the judgment of 
other Nations was anſwerable : for as only 1in- 
flicted on the moſt infamous Offenders, as Fugitives , 
Slaves, Thieves, andTraitors, ſuch whom the lowneſs of 
their Quality, or the height of their Crimes rendred 
unworthy of any reſpect. Hence 'tis, that Cicero to 
aggravate the Cruelty of Yerres 1n crucifying a Romar 


vi peenz hieret. Facinus eſt vincire Romanulm Civem, Scelus eſt verberare, prope Parri- 
cidium necare, quid dicam in Crucem tollere? Yerbo quidem ſatis digno tam nefaria res 


appellari nullo modo poreſt, 


Citt- 
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expreſs the indignity. | | 

2. The pain of that Death was extreme. The Hands 2nd 
Feet, thoſe parts wherein the complexion of the Nerves mcer, 
and are of an exquiſite Sexſe, were nailed. Crucified perſons 
ſuffered a ſlow Death, but quick Torments : They felt them- 
ſelves die. Therefore in pity the Souldiers broke their Legs, 
to put a period to their Miſery. And to compleat their Pu- 
niſhment, they were judg'd unworthy to enjoy the priviledg 
of the Grave, repoſe in the boſom of the Earth our common 
Mother, the laſt Conſolation of the dead, but were expoſed 
as a prey to Birds and Beaſts, 

Now the Son of God endurcd no gentler nor nobler Death 
than that of the Croſs, His pare and gracious Hands, which 
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were neyer ſtretcht out but to do good, were pierced ; and thoſe pg. ,.. 


Feet which bore the Redeemer of the World, and for which 
the Waters had a reverence, were nail'd, His Body,the pre- 
cious workmanſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, the Temple of the Dei- 
ty, was deſtroyed. He that is the Glory of Heaven was 
made the ſcorn of the Earth: The King of Kings was crucified 
between Two Thieves,.in Feruſa/em,at their Sacred Feaſt, in 
the face of the World, His naked Body was expoſed on the 
Croſs for three Hours, only covered with a Veil of darkneſs. 
This was ſuch a ſfupendioms ſubmiſſion of the Son of God, that 
his Death aſtoniſht the Univerſe in another manner, than his 
Birth and Life, his Reſurreftion and Aſcenfion. Univerſal 
Nature Relenced at his laſt Sufferings. The Suz was ſtruck 
with horrour and withdrew its light; it did not appear crown'd 
with beams, when the Creator was with thorns. The Earth 
trembled, and the Rocks rent, the moſt inſenfible creatures 
ſmpathis'd with Him, and 'tis in this we have the moſt viſible 
inſtance of Divine Love to us. 

The Scripture diſtmly repreſents the Love of God in giving 
his Soz, and the Love of Chriſt in giving Himſelf to Te for 


Man, and both rcquire our deepeſt conſideration, 
The 


Gen. 22, 
12, 
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The Father expreſt ſuch an exceſs of Love, thatour Saviour 
himſelf ſpeaks of it with admiration: God ſo loved the World, 
that he gave his only begottes Son, that whoſoever believes on 
Him ſhould mot periſh, Jus have everlaſting Life, If Abraham's 
reſolution to offer his Son, wasin the judgment of God a con- 
vincing Evidence of his Aﬀection ; how. much more is the 
altual F.crificing of Chriſt the ſtrongeſt proof of God's Love to 
us ? For God had a higher Title to Iſaac than Abraham had : 
The Father of Spirits Path a nearer claim, than the Fathers 
of the Fleſh, Abraham's readineſs to offer up his Son was 
Obedience to a Command, not his own choice ; *twas- rather 
an a&of Juſtice than Love, by which he render'd to God what 
was his own, But God Spared net his own Son in whom he had 
an Eternal Right : And He was not only tree from Obligati- 
on, butnotſued to for our Salvation in rhat wonderful way, 
For what kbumane or Angelical underſtanding could have con- 
ceived ſuch a thought that the Son of God ſhauld dye for our 
Redemption ? the moſt charitable Spirits in Heaven had not a 
plimmering inclination towards this admirable way of ſaving 
us. It had been an'impious Blaſphemy to have defired it”; 
ſo that Chrift is the moſt abſolute gif? of God ro us. Beſides, 
The love of Abrahamis to be mzcafired by the Reaſons that 
might excite it ; For according to the amiableneſs of the ob- 
je, ſo much greater js the loye that.gives it. Many endear- 
ing circumſtances made Iſa«c the joy bf his Father ; He was an 
only Son, m raculouſly obtained after many Prayers and lon 
expectation of his Parents,when natural vigour was | wy wy, 
all hopes dead of having a OY Heir; he was in the 
Spring of his youth, and the root of all the Promiſes,, that 
from him a progeny as numerous as the Stars, and that the 
Mz:fiah infinitely more ' worthy than all the' reſt ſhould 
come 3 yet at the beſt he was an imperfe& mortal 
creature, ſo that but a moderate affe&tion was regular- 
ly due to him, . Whereas our Redeemer was *not a 
meer 
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| meer Man, or an Angel, but God's only begotten Son, 


which Title ſignifies his unity with him in his ſtate and 
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perfeftions, and according to the Excellency of his Na- 
ture ſuch is his Fathers Love to him. St. Johz repreſents 
tous that God is Love, not charitable, and loving,that 1s 
too weak an expreſſion, but Love itſelf. The Divine Na- 
ture is infinite effential Love z in which other perfections 


are included. And he produces the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
convincing teſtimony of it: Tr this was manifeſted the 
Love of God to us, becauſe that God ſent his only begotten 
Son into the world, that we might live through Him. The 
Love of God in all temporal bleſſings 1s but faint in 
the compariſon with the Love that is expre{t in our 
Redeemer. As much as the Creator exceeds the crea- 
ture, the gift of Chriſt is above the gift of the whole 
world. Herein is Love, ſaith the Apoſtle, that 1s the 
cleareſt and higheſt expreſſion of it that can be, God 
ſent his Son to be a Propitiation for our Sins. The 
Wiſdom and Power of God did not act to the utmoſt 
of theipefficacy in the Creation, he could frame a more 
Glorious World ; but the Love of God in our ſtrange 
ſalvation by Chriſt,cannot in a higher degree be exprelt. 
As the Apoſtle to ſet forth how ſacred and inviolable 
Gods promiſe is, ſaith, that becauſe he could ſwear by 
ng greater, he ſware by himſelf; {ſo when he would 
give the moſt excellent teſtimony of his favour to man- 
kind, he gave his Eternal Son, the Heir of his Love 
and Blefſedneſs, The giving of Heaven it ſelt with 
all its Joys and Glory, is not ſo perfte@ and full a de- 
monſtration of the Love of God, as the giving of his 
Son to die for us. 

'Tis an endearing circumſtance of this Love, that it 
warm'd the heart of God from Eternity, and was ne- 
ver interrupted in that vaſt duration. Great benefits 
that come from a ſuddain fluſh of aftetion, are mus 
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highly eſtimable, as when diſpenc'd with Judgment and 
Counſel : becauſe they do not argue in the Giver ſuch 
a true valuation, and fixed love of the Perſon that 
receives them. The Spring-tide may be followed by as 
low an Ebbz the Benefactour may repent of his fa- 
vours as ſpent in vain : But our ſalvation by Chriſt is 
the Product of God's Eternal thoughts, the Fruit of 
Love that ever remains. He was delivered by the de- 
terminate _ and foreknowledge of God, ta ſut- 
fer for us. Betore the World began, we were before 
the Eyes, nay in the Heart of God. And yet the Con- 
tinuance of this love through infinite Ages paſt, is leſs 
than the degree of it. 

According to the rule of common eſteem, a greater 
Love was expreſt to wretched Man, than to Chriſt him- 
ſelf: for weexpend things leſs valuable for thoſe that 
are more precious; ſo that God in giving him to die 
for us, declar'd that our Salvation was more dear to 
him than the life of his only Son. When no meaner 
Ranſom than the Blood royal of Heaven cou pur- 
chaſe our Redemption, God delighted in the expence 
of that ſacred Treaſure for us. 7t pleaſed the Lord to 
bruiſe him. Though the Death of Chriſt abſolutel 
conlider'd was the higheſt provocation of God's di. 
pleaſure, and brought the greateſt guilt upon the 
Jews, for which Wrath came upon them to the autter- 
10ſt ;, yet in reſpect of the end, namely the Salvation 
of Men, 'twas the moſt grateful Offering to him, 4 
_— of a ſmeet ſmelling ſavour. God repented 
that he made Man, but never that he redeem'd him. 

And as the Love of the Father, ſo the Love of Chriſt 
appears ina ſuperlative manner in dying for us. Great- 
er Love hath no Man than this, that a Man lay down 


his life for his Friend. There 1s no kind of Love that 


cxcceds the affection which is expreſt in dying for ano- 
ther: 
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ther : but thereare diverſe degrees of it: and the high- Chap IX. 


eſt is to die for our enemies. The Apoſtle faith, per- vu 


haps for a good man ſome would dare to die. 'Tis pofli- gom &. 9. 


ble, gratitude may prevail upon one who is under {trong 
obligations, to die for his benefator. Or ſome may 
from a generous principle be willing with the loſs of 
their lives to preſerve one, who is a general and pub- 
lick good. But this is a rare, and almoſt incredible 
thing, *Tis recorded as a miraculous inſtance of the 
power 0*® Love, that the two 87cilian Philoſophers 
Damon, and Pithias, each had courage to die for his 
Friend. For one of them being condemn'd to die by 
the Tyrant, and deſiring to give the laſt farewel to 
his Family, his Friend entered into Priſon as his Surety 
to die for him, if he did not return at the appointed 
time. And he came to the amazement of all, that ex- 
pected the iſſue of ſuch a hazardous caution. Yet in 
this example there ſeems to be in the Second ſuch a 
confidence of the fidelity of the firſt, that he was aſ- 
ſured he ſhould not die in being a pledge for him : and 
in the Firſt 'twas not meer friendſhip, or ſenſe of the 
obligation, but theregard of his own honour that made 
him reſcue his Friend from Death. And if Love were 
the ſole motive, yet the higheſt expreſſion of it was to 

art with a ſhort life, which 1n a little time muſt have 

een reſigned by the order of nature. But the Love of 
our Saviour was ſo pure and great, there can be no 
reſemblance, much leſs any parallel of it. For he was 
perfetly Holy, and ſo the priviledge of immortality 
was due to him, and his life was infinitely more pre- 
cious than the lives of Angels and Men, yet he laid 
it down and ſubmitted to a curſed Death, and to that 
which was infinitely more bitter, the Wrath of God. 
And all this for finful men, who were under the jult 


and heavy diſpleaſure. of the Almighty. He loved ws, Gal. 2. 20. 
Z 


and 
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I Ty and gave himſelf for ws: Ifhe had only interpoſed as an 
Cn Cade to Ris for us, or only had acted for our 
recovery, his Love had been admirable; but he ſuf- 
uimean, fered for us. He is not only our Mediator, but Re- 
dicendo fecir, deemer 3 not only Redeemer, but Ranſom. 
nreicient®  *Twas excellent goodneſs in David, when he ſaw 
& geſſir mixa, the deſtruttion of his People, to offer Himſelf and Fa- 
& pertutic in- mily as a Sacrifice to avert the Wrath of God from 
"Site 4" them. Bur his pride was the cauſe of the Judgment, 
2 Sam. 24-17, whereas our Redeemer was perfectly innocent. Da- 

vid interceeded for his Subjefts, Chriſt for his Ene- 
mics. He receiv'd the Arrows of the Almighty into his 
Breaſt to ſhelter us. He bore our griefs, and carried our 
ſorrows, he was wounded for our tranſgreſſuons, he was 
brui ſed for our iniquities, the chaſtiſement of our peace 
was upon him, and with his ſtripes we are healed. Among 
the Romans the Deſpotick power was ſo terrible, that if 
a {lave had attempted upon the Life of his Maſter, all 
the reſt had been crucified with the guilty perſon. But 
our gracious Maſter dyed for his flaves who had ccn- 
- op againſt him. He ſhed his Blood for thoſe who 

1]t it. 

f And the readineſs of our Lord to fave us, though 
by the ſharpeſt ſufferings, magnifies his Love. When 
the richeſt Sacriftices under the Law were inſufficient 
to take away (in, and no lower price than the blood of 
God could obtain our pardon, upon his entring into 

' the World to execute that wonderful Commiſſion which 
coſt him his Life, with whar ardour of affection did 
Mcb.1o 5,6,7. he undertake it! Lo T come. to do thy will, O God. 
When Peter from carnal affeCtion looking with a more 

tender eye on his Maſters life than our Redemption, de- 

precated his ſufferings, 2ſaſter ſpare thy ſelf, he who was 

incarnate goodneſs, and never quench'd the ſmoaking 

Mat.16.23, flax, expreiles the ſame indignation againſt him,Get thee 


behind 


Wa, $3.4, 5 
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behind me Satan, as he did formerly againſt the Devil Chap. 1X. 
tempting to worſhip him, Heeſteemed him the worſt ad- CL NV 


uey that would divert him from his Sufterings : 
He long'd for the Baptiſm of his Blood. And when 
Death was in his view with all the circumſtances of 
terrour, and the ſupreme Judge ſtood before him rea- 
dy to inflict the juſt puniſhment of fin, though the ap- 
prehenſion of it was ſo dreadful that he could ſcarce 
live under it, yet he reſolved to accompliſh his Work. 
Our Salvation was amiable to him in his Agony. This 


is ſpecially obſerved by the Evangeliſt, hat Feſws hav- jyh,rg. r. 


ing loved his own, he loved them to the end. When 
the Souldiers came to ſeize upon him, though by one 
word he could have commanded Legions of Angels for 
his reſcue, yet he yielded up himſelf to their Cruelty, 
'Twas not any defect of power, but the ſtrength of his 
Love that made him to ſuffer. He was willing to be 
Crucihed, that we might be glorified : our Redem- 
ption was ſweeter to him, than Death was bitter, 
by which it was to be obtained. *Twas excelleatly 


laid by Pherecydes, that God transformed himſelf in- , 


is *Bewre 


to Love when he made the World : but with greater ,Jacaidar 
reaſon 'tis ſaid by the Apoſtle, God is Love, when # Sie uwanir- 


he redeemed it. 'Twas Love that by a miraculous 


T2 A\nuree- 
you. Pherecyd, 


condeſcenſion took our Nature, accompliſhing the apud Procl. 


defire ofthe myſtical Spouſe, Let him ki jp me with the 
kiſſes of his mouth : *'Twas Love that {toop't to the 
form of a Servant, and led a poor deſpiſed life here 
below; 'Twas Love that endur'd a Death neither eafie, 
nor honourable, but moſt unworthy of the glory of the 
Divine, and the innocency of the Humane nature. Love 
choſe to die on the Croſs, that we might live in Hea- 
ven, rather than to enjoy that bleſſednelſs, and leave 
Mankind in miſery. 


SS. 
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pa 


e72 


T-he Harmony of the Divine Attributes, 


CHAP. XL 


Divine Mercy is magnified in the excellency of the ſlate 


to which Nlan js advanced. He is inricht with higher 
Prerogatives, under 4 better Covenant, entitled tos 
2ore glorious Reward than Adam at ff enjoyed. The 
Humane Nature js perſonally wnited to the Son of 
God. Believers are ſpiritually united to Chriſt, The 
Goſpel is a better Covenant than that of the Law. 
It admits of Repentance and Reconciliation after 
Sin. 7t accepts of Sincerity inſtead of PerfeQion. 
It affords ſupernatural Aſſsftance to Believers, where- 
by they fhall be viGoriows over all oppoſition in their 
way to Heaven. The difference between the Grace 
of the Creator and that of the Redeemer. The ſta- 
bility of the New-Covenant s built on the Love of 
God which is unchangeable, and the Operations of his 
Spirit that areeffeFtual. The mutability and weakneſs 
of the Humane Will, and the ſtrength of Temptations 


ſhall not fruſtrate the merciful Deſign of God in regard 


of his Elea. The glorious Reward of the Goſpel ex- 
ceeds the Primitive Felicity of Adam, #n the place of 
it, the higheſt Heaven. Adam's life was attended 
with innocent Infirmities, = which the glorified 
Life is entirely exempt. The Felicity of Heaven ex- 
ceeds the firſt, in the manner, degrees, aud continu» 
ance of the fruition. 


HE Third Conſideration which makes the Love 
of God ſo admirable to lapſed Man, is, the ex- 


cellency of that ſtate to which he is advanc'd by. the Re- 
deemer. To be only exempted from Death is a great 
favour : The grace of a Prince is eminent in releaſing 
2 condemned Perſon fromthe puniſhment of the Law. 


This 
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This is ſufficient for the Mercy of Man, but not for Chap. X 
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the Love of God: He pardons and preters the guilty ; ©, 


He reſcues us from Hell, and raiſes us to Glory; He 
beſtowes Eternity upon thoſe who were unworthy of 
Life. The excellency of our condition under the Gol- 
pel will be fet off, by comparing it with that of iz9- 
cent Man in Paradiſe. *Tis true, he was then in a ſtate 
of Holineſs and Honour, and in perfect poſleflion of 
that Blefſedneſs which was ſuitable to his Nature; yet 
in many refpects our laſt ſtate tranſcends our firſt, and 
redeeming Love exceeds creating. 

IF Man had been only reſtor'd to his forfeited 
Rights, tothe enjoyment of the ſame Happineſs which 
was loſt, his firſt ſtate were moſt defirable; And it had 
been greater Goodnels to have preſerv'd him innocent, 
than to recover him from ruine. As he that preſerves 
his Friend from falling into the hands of the Enemy, 
by interpoſing between him and danger, in the mid(t 
of the Combat, delivers him in a more noble manner, 
than by paying a Ranſom for him after many days ſpent 
m woful Captivity. And that Phy{iciar 1s more excel- 
lent in his Art, who prevents Diſcaſes, and keeps the 
Body in health and vigour, than another that expele 
them by ſharp Remedies. But the Grace of the Goſpe/ 
hath ſo much mended our condition, that if it were 
offer'd to our choice, either to enjoy the innocent ſtate 
of Adam, or the renewed by Chriſt, it were folly like 
that of our fir? Parents, to prefer the former before 
the latter. The wp of the Law reſtor'd to the 
ſame Inheritance ; but the Jubilee of the Goſpel gives us 
the Inveſtiture of that which is tranſcendently better 
than what we at firſt poſſeſt. Since The Day-ſpring 
from on High hath viſited us in tender mercy, we are 
enricht with higher Frerogatives, and are under a bet- 


ter Covenant, and entitled to. a more glorigus Re- 


. ward, 
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Chap. X. Ward, than was due to Man by the Law of his Crea- | 
CLWYD tlon. 

Firif, The Humane Nature is raiſed to an higher 
degree of Honour, than if Man had continued in his 
Innocent ſtate. 

T1. By its intimate Voz with the Son of God. He 
aſlum'd it as the fit Inſtrument of our Redemption, and 
preferr'd it before the Angelical, which ſurpaſt Man's 
in his Primitive State. The Fulneſs of the God-head 
dwells in our Redeemer bodily. From hence it 1s, that 
the Angels deſcended to pay Him homage at his Birth, 
and attended his Majeſty in his diſguiſe. The Son of 
Man hath thoſe Titles which are above the Dignity of 
any meer Creature; He is King of the Church, and 
Judge of the World ; he exerciſes Divine Power, and 
receives Divine Praiſe. Briefly, The humane Nature 
in our Redeemer is an aſlociate with the Divine ; and 
being made alittle lower than the Angels for a time, 
Epheſ, 1, 21, 15 NOW advanced far above all Principalities and Powers. 

2. In all thoſe who are partakers of Grace and Glo- 

ry by the Lord Jeſus. Adam was the Son of God by 

Creation, but to be jJoyned to Chriſt as our head, by a 

Gal. 2.20, Union ſo intimate, that he lives iz ww, and counts him- 
Ephef. 1.23. ſelf incompleat without us, and by that union to be 
adopted into the line of Heaven, and thereby to have 

he" an intereſt inthe exceeding great and precions promiſes 
donari, of the Goſpel; to be conitituted Heirs of God, and co- 
heirs with Chriſt, are ſuch diſcoveries of the dignity 

of our ſupernatural ſtate, that the loweſt Believer is 

advanced above Adam 1n all his honour. Nay, the 

Angels though ſuperiour to Man in the excellency of 
theirnature, yet are accidentally lower by the honour 

of our alliance : Their King is our Brother. And this 

relative dignity which ſeems to echpſe their Glory, 

might excite their envy : but ſuch an ingenuous y_ 

nels 


Col. 2. 9, 
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* neſs dwells in thoſe pure and bleſſed Spirits, that they Chap. X. 


rejoycen our reſtoration and advancement. 

To this I ſhall add, that as the Son of God hath a 
ſpecial relation to Man, ſo the moſt tender affe&ions for 
him. To illuſtrate this by a ſenſible inſtance: Angels 
and Men are as two different Nations in Language and 
Cuſtoms, but under the ſame Empire: and if a Prince 
that commands two Nations thould employ one for the 
ſafety and proſperity of the other, it were an Argu- 
ment of ſpecial fayour. Now the Angels are ſert forth 
to miniſter for them who are Heirs of Salvation. Be- 
fides, in two other things the peculiar affetion of the 
Prince would be moſt evident to that Nation. 

x. If he put on their habir, and attire himſelf ac- 
cording to their faſhion, 

2, It he fixthis reſidence among them. Now the Son 
of God was cloathed with our fleſh, and found in fa- 
ſhion as a man, .and for ever appears in it in Heaven ; 
and will at the Jaſt day inveſt our bodies with glory 
like.to his own. He now dwells in us by his Spirit, and 
when our warfare is accompliſht, he ſhall in a ſpecial 
manner be preſent with us in the eternal Manſions. As 
God incarnate he converſt with Men on Earth, and as 
fuch he will converſe with them in Heaven. There he 
reigns as the firſt-born in the midſt of many Brethren. 
Now all theſe Prerogatives are the fruits of our Re- 
demption, 


And how great is that Mercy which hath raiſed Man- 
kind more glorious out of its ruines! The Apoſtle 
breaks out with a Heavenly aſtoniſhment, Behold what 
manner of Love the Father hath beſtowed upon us, that 
we ſhould be called the Sons of God ! that we who are 
Strangers and Enemies, Children of Wrath by nature, 
ſhould be dignified with the honourable, and. amiable 
title 


SV Wd 


Heb. 1. 14. 


I jolir 1»9« 
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Chap. X. title of his Sons! *T was a rare and moſt merciful con- 


a V; 


2 $21.7, 14. 


fcb.s. 6, 


deſcenſion in Pharaoh's Daughter, to reſcue an in- 
nocent and forſaken Infant from periſhing by the wa- 
rers, and adopt him to be her Son : but how much 
greater kindneſs was it for God to fave guilty and 
wretched Man from Eternal Flames, and to take him 
into his Family? The ambition of the Prodigal roſe 
no higher than to be a Servant; what an ineſtimable 
favour is it to make ns Children! When God would 
expreſs the moſt dear and peculiar afte&ion ro Solo- 
mon, he faith, T will be his Father, and he ſhall be my 
Son + this was the higheſt honour he could promiſe ; 
and all believers are dignified with it. *'Tis the ſame 
relation that Chriſt hath : when he was going to Hea- 
ven he comforted his Diſciples with the words, I af- 
cend to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 
God, There is indeed a diverſity in the foundation of 
it : Chriſt is a Son by Nature, we are by meer Favour ; 
he is by Generation, weare by Adoption. Briefly, Fe- 
ſus _ hath made ws Kings and Prieſts unto God and 
his Father : Theſe are the higheſt Offices upon Earth, 
and wereattended with the moſt conſpicuous Honour 3 
and the Holy Spirit choſe thoſe bright Images, to con- 
vey a clearer notice of the glory to which our Redeemer 
hath raiſed us. Not only all the Crowns and Scepters 
in this periſhing World are infinitely beneath this 
dignity, but the honour of our innocent ſtate was not 
equal to It. 

Secondly, The Goſpel is a better Covenant than that 
which was eſtabliſht with Man in his Creation: and the 
excellency of it will appear, by conſidering, 

I. Tis more beneficial, in that it admits of Repen- 
tance and Reconciliation after fin, and accepts of Since- 
rity inſtead of Pertection. The Apoſtle magnifies the 
Office of Chriſt, By how much he is a Mediator of a bet- 
fer 
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ter Covenant, which was eftabliſhed upon better promiſes. 
The compariſon there, is, between the Miniſtry of the 
Goſpel and the Moſaical economy. And the excellency of 
the Goſpel is ſpecified, in reſpect of thoſe infinitely bet- 
ter promiſes that are init. The ceremonialLaw appointed 
Sacrifices for fins of yR_ and error, and toobtain 
only legal impunity 3 but the Goſpel upon the account of 
Chriſt's a/-ſufficient Sacrifice, offers full Pardon for all 
Sins that are repented of and forſaken. Now with greater 
reaſon theCovenant of Grace is to be preferr'd before the 
Covenant of Works. For the Law conſidered Man as ho- 
ly, and endued with perfeQion of Grace equal to what- 
ſoever was commanded: Twas the meaſure of hisAbility 
as well asDuty,and requir'd exa&t Obedience, or threatn- 
edextreme Miſery.The leaſt breach of it is fatal: A ſingle 
Offence as certainly expoſes to the Curſe, as if the whole 
were violated. And in our lapſed ſtate we are utterly 
diſabled to comply with its Purity and PerfeFion. But 
the Goſpel contains the Promiſes of Mercy, and is in 
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the hands of a Mediator, The tenour of it is, That Re- AR-2.38. 


pertance and Remiſſion of Sins be preached in the Name 


of Chriff. And if we judge our ſelves, we ſhall not be x Cor-11. 31 


judged. *Tis not if we are innocent, for then none 
could be exempt from Condemnation : But if the con- 
vinced Sinner erett a Tribxnal in Conſcience, and ſtrips 
Sin of its diſguiſe, to view its zatzve deformity ; if he 
pronounces the Sentence of the Law againſt himſelf, 
and glorifie the Juſtice of God which he cannot fatiſ- 
fie, and forſake the Sins which are the cauſes of his ſor- 
row, he is qualified for pardoning Mercy. 

Beſides, The Goſpel doth not only apply Pardon to 
us for all forſaken Sins, but provides a Remedy for 
thoſe Infirmities to which the beſt are incident. Whilſt 
we ar® in this zzortal ſtate, we are expoſed to Tempta- 
tions from without, and have Corruptions withia that 

Aa often 
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z john 2, 1. made void by the ſudden ſurprizes of Paſlions. 
' man ſin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jeſas 


Malac. 3, 


Rom, 8, 3, 


Heb. 8, 12» 
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often betray us: Now to ſupport our drooping Spirits, 
our Redeemer fits in Heaven to plead for us, and per- 
petually renews the Pardon that was once purchaſed, 
to every contrite ſpirit, for thoſe unavoidable trailties 
which cleave to us here. The promiſe of Grace is not 
Tf any 


Chriſt the Righteows. The rigour of the Law is molli- 
fied by his Med7ation with the Father: -A title of Love 
and Tenderneſs. God deals not with the Severity of 
a Judge, but He ſpares #5 as a man ſpares his own ſon 
that ſerves him. 

And as He pardons us upon our Repentance, ſo He 
accepts our hearty, though mean ſervices. Now the 
Legal, that is, unſinning and compleat Obedience can- 
not be performed ; the Evangelical, that is, the fincere, 
though imperfect, is graciouſly received. God doth 
not require the duties of a Man by the meafures of an 
Angel. Unfeigned Endeavours to pleaſe Him, unre- 
{ſerved Reſpetts to all his Commands, (ingle and holy 
aims at his Glory are rewarded. Briefly, Although 
the Law is continued asa Rule of living, yet not as the 
Covenant of Life. And what an admirable exaltation 
of Mercy is there in this new Treaty of God with 
Sinners? "Tis true, the f7ſ# Covenant was boly, juſt, 
and good, but it made no abatements of favour, and 
tis now weak through the fleſh: that is, The carnal 
corrupt Nature is ſo ſtrong and impetuous, that the re- 
ſtraints of the Law are ineffectual to ſtop its defires,and 
therefore cannot bring Man to that Lite that & pro- 
miſed, by the performance of the Condition required. 
But the Goſpel provides an Indulgence for relenting 
and returning Sinners. This is the language of God in 
that Covenant, 7 will be merciful to their unrighteonſ- 
eſs and their ſins, and their Iniquities will Iremember 
20 220re, 2, The 
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2. The excellency of the Evangelical Covenant Chap. X. 


above the Legal, is, in that ſupernatural Aſſiſtance CLWNJ 


which 1s conveyed by it to Believers, whereby they 
ſhall be certainly victorious over all oppoſition in their 
way to Heaven. 'Tis true, Adam was endued with per- 
f&t holineſs and freedom, but he might intangle him- 
ſelf in the ſnares of Sin and Death. The Grace of 
the Creator given to him was always preſent, but it de- 
pended on the natural uſe of his Faculties, without the 
interpoling any extraordinary operation of God's Spi- 
rit. The Principle of Holineſs was in himſelf, and 'twas 
ſubjected to his Will: He had a power to obey if he 
would, but not that a&xally determined his will, for 
then he had pexſevered. But the Grace of the Re- 
deemer that flows from Chriſt as our quickening Head, 
and is conveyed to all his Members, enclines the Will 


{o powerfully that 'tis made ſubject to it. God works Phil. 2. 13+ 


in us to will and to do of his good pleaſure; The uſe of 
our Faculties, and the exerciſe of Grace, depends on 
the good plealure of God, who is unchangeable, and 
the operations of the Spirit which are prevailing and 
effectual. And upon theſe two the ſtability of the New 
Covenant is founded. 

1. On the Love of God, who 1s as unchangeable in 
his Will, as in his Nature. This Love 1s the cauſe of 


Election, from whence there can be no ſeparation. This Rom. 8.35. 


gives Chriſt to Believers, and Believers to Him: Thire 
they were, ſaith our Saviour, and thou gaveſt them me. 
Which words (ignifie not the common title God hath 
to all by Creation : for Men thus univerſally confider'd, 
compole the world; and our Saviour Jifinguiſher 


Iſa. 9, 
John 17.6, 


5 


thoſe that are given him from the world; but that ſpecial Job 15. 17- 


right God hath in themby electicn. And all thoſe are 
given by the Father to Chriſt in their effetual Calling, 


(which is expreſt by his drawing them to the Son) and John g. 44. 


A a 2 are 
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Rom. 8' 39, 


are committed to his care, to lead them through a courſe 
of Obedience to Glory. For them Chriſt abſolutely 
prayes as Mediator, Father, I will that thoſe whom thou 
haſt given me, be with me where I am, and ſee my Glo- 

ry; And he is alwaiesheardin his requeſts. : 
'Tis from hence that the Apoſtle challenges all Crea- 
tures in Heaven and Earth, with that full and ſtrong 
perſuaſion, that nothing could ſeparate between Be- 
lievers, and their Happineſs. For 7 am perſuaded that 
neither Death nor Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities 
nor Powers, nor things preſent nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature ſhall be able 
to ſeparate ws from the Love of God in Chriſt Jeſus our 
Lord, His aſſurance is not built on-the ſpecial Pre- 
rogatives he had as an Apoſtle, not on his rapture to 
Paradiſe, nor Revelations, nor the Apparition of An- 
gels, for of theſe he makes no mention; but on that 
which is common to all Believers, the Love of God 
declar'd in the Word, and ſhed abroad in their hearts. 
And 'tis obſervable that the Apoſtle having ſpoken in his 
own perſon, changes the number, 7 2x perſuaded that 
nothing mr #5, toaſlſociate with himſelf in the 
partaking of that bleſſed Priviledg, all true Believers, 
who have an intereſt in the ſame Love of God, the 
ſame Promiſes of Salvation, and had felt the ſan@Fif5- 
ing work of the Spirit, the certain proof of their E- 
leFion. For how is it poſiible that God ſhould retra@ 
his merciful purpoſe to fave his People £ He thatchoſe 
them from Eternity before they could know Him, and 
from pure Love (there being nothing in the Creature 
to induce Him) gave his Son to ſuffer Death for them, 
will He ſtop: there; without beſtowing that Grace 
which may render it effe&ual £ What can change his 
Aﬀedtions ? He that prevented them in his mercy, 
when they were-in their.-pollutions, will He leave _=_ 
er 
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after his Image is engraven upon them 2 He that loy- 
ed them ſo as to unite them to Chriſt when they were 
ſtrangers, will He hate them when they are his Mem- 
bers? No: His loving kindneſs is everlaſting, and the 
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Covenant that is built on it, is more firm than the Pi]- Jer. 3r- 


lars of Heaven, and the Foundations of the Earth. 


This ſupported David in his dying hours, that God 2 $am. 23, 5; 


had made with him an everlaſting Covenant, ordered in 
all things and ſure, for that was all his Salvation. 

2: The New Covenant is ſecur'd by the efficacy of 
Divine and Supernatural Grace. Thzs is the Covenant 
that I will make with the houſe of I{rael, ſaith the Lord, 
I will put my Laws into their minds, and write them 
in their hearts, and I will be to them a God, and they 
ſhall be to me a People. The Ele& are enabled to per- 


form the conditions of the Goſpel, to which Eternal ' 


Heb, 8. 10, 


Life is promiſed. Our Redeemer bleſſes us in turning ,q I 


us from our Iniquities. And although the inſtability 
of the humane Spirit, by reaſon of remaneet Corrup- 
tions, and thoſe various Temptations to which we are 
liable, may excite our fear leſt we ſhould fall ſhort 
of the high prize of our Calling, yet the Grace of the 
Goſpel ſecures true Believers againſt both, 

r. Whilſt we are in the preſent ſtate, our Corrupti- 
ons are not perfedly healed, but there are ſome remains, 
which like a Gazgrere threaten to- ſeize on the vital 
parts, wherein the ſpiritual Life 1s ſeated, But the 
divine Nature which is conveyed to all that are ſþiri- 
tually deſcended from Chriſt, is aFive and powerful 
to reſiſt all carnal deſires, and will prevailin the end, 
For if fin in-its full vigor could not controul the efhca- 
cy of converting Grace, how can the reliques of it, af- 
ter Grace hath taken poſſeflion, be ſtrong enough to 
ſpoil it of its conqueſt ? There is a greater diſtance from 


Death to Life, than from Life to Action, That Om- 
nipotent 
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nipotent Grace that viſited us in the Grave, and re- 
ſtored life to the dead, can much more perpetuate it 
in the living. That which. was ſo powerful as to 
pluck the heart of ſtone out of the Breaſt, can preſerve 
the Heart of Fleſh. | 

'Tis true, the Grace that is given to Believers, in its 
own nature 1s a periſhing quality, as that which was 
beſtowed on Adam. Not only the flight ſuperficial 
tincture in hypocrites will wear off, butthat deep im- 
preſſion of ſanctifying Grace in true Believers, if 1t be 
not renewed, would ſoon be defaced. - But God hath 
promiſed to put his Spirit into their hearts, and #9 cauſe 
them to walk in his Statutes, and they ſhall keep his 
Commandments. He 1s a living reigning Principle in 
them, to which all their faculties are ſubordinate, The 
Spirit infuſed Grace at firſt, and enlivens it daily : he 
confirms their Faith, inflames their Love, encourages 
their Obedience, and refreſhes in their minds the 7deg's 
of that glory which is inviſible and future, In ſhort, 
his influence cheriſhes the bleſſed beginnings of the 
ſpiritual Life. So that ſincere Grace though weak in 
its degree, yet 'tis in a ſtate of progreſs, till it come to 
perfection. The Waters of the Spirit have a clean- 
ſing vertue upon Believers, till every ſpot be taken a- 
way, and their purified Souls aſcend to Heaven. 

2. The Grace of the Spirit ſhall make true Chriſti- 
ans finally victorious over Temptations to which they 
may be expoſed. And thoſe are various: Some are 
pleaſant and infinuating, others are ſharp and furious, 
and are managed by the Devil our fubtile and induſtri- 
ous Enemy, to undermine, or by open battery to 0- 
verthrow us. And how difficult is it for the Soul whilſt 
united to Fleſh, to reſiſt the charms of what is amiable, 
or to endure the aſſaults of what is terrible to ſenſe ? 
But the renewed Chriſtian hath no reaſon to be Rt." 
c 
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ed with diſquieting. fears, that any ſinful temptation Cþ,p, x, 
may. come, which notwithſtanding his watchfulneſs, .G%/hU 
may overcome him irrecoverably, For, 

I. Temptations are External, and have no power 
over our ſpirits but what we give them, A voluntary 
reſiſtance ſ{ecures the victory to us. And the Apoſtle 
tells us, Greater is he that is in Believers, than he that 1 Joh. 4 4 
is in the World. God is ſtronger not only in him(elf, 
but+as working in us, by the vigorous aſfiſtance of his 
Grace toconfirm us, than the Devil afliſted with all the 
delights and terrours of the world, and taking advan- 
tage of that remaining concupiſcence which is not intire- 
ly extinguiſhed, is, to corrupt and deſtroy us. 

2. All Temptations in their degrees and continu- 
ance, are ordered by Gods Providence. He is the pre- 
fident of the combat: noneenters into the liſts but by 
his call: in all Ages the Promiſe ſhall be verified, God 
will not ſuffer his People to be tempted above what they 1 Cor. ro. 13; 
are able. They ſhall come off more than Conqueronrs, ** 537+ 
through Chriſt that loves them. And as St. Auſtin ob- wijor quippe 
ſerves z more powerful Grace is neceflary to ftortihe !ib<rras elt ne- 
Chriſtians, in the midſt of all oppoſition, than Adave (,1nadrer- 
at firſt received, This is viſible in the glorious 1tJue tas tenratio- 
of the Martyrs, Who loved not their Lives unto the Paratih _ 
Death: For Adam when no perſon threatned him, nay fuir dono per- 
againſt the prohibition of God, abuſing his Liberty, {*vcrantiz Y 
did not abide in his Happineſs, when 'twas moſt ealte man vreum 
to him to avoid Sin. But the Martyrs remain'd firm 9mnibus ter- 
in the Faith, not only under Terrors, but Torments. [M9 Re 
And which is the more admirable, in that 4dam ſaw the vincatur mun» 
Happinels preſext, which he ſhould forfeit by his Diſo- 4% 
bedience, and the Afartyrs believed only the futwre 
Glory they weretoreceive. This proceeded only from 
God who was ſo merciful, as to make them faithful. 
Briefly, Unleſs there were a power above the Dzvire, 
ths 
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the Ele& are ſecured from firal Apoſtaſie. Our Saviour 
tells us that his Eather 7s greater thax all, and none is able 
to pluck them out of his hand. His Invariable Will and 
Almighty Power prevents their periſhing. Indeed if it 
were only by the ſtrength of Natural Reaſon, or Cou- 
rage, that weare to overcome Temptations, ſome might 
be ſo violent as to make the ſtrongeſt to faint and fall 
away : But if the Divine Power be the Principle that 
ſupports us, it will make the weakeſt victorious. For 
the Grace of God makes us ſtrong, and is not made 


* weak by us. 


Joh. 10+ 
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From hence we may fully diſcover the advantage we 
have by the Goſpel, above the terms of the natural 
Covenant. Reſtoring Mercy hath better'd our Con- 
dition : We have loſt the integrity of the ff, and got 
the perfection of the ſecond Adam + Our Salvation is 
put into a ſtronger and ſafer hand. 7 give, ſaith our 
Redeemer, wnto my ſheep eternal Life, and they ſhall ne- 
ver periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them ont of my hand. 
That is an inviolable Sanctuary, from whence no Be- 
liever can be taken. Chriſt 1s our Friend, not only to 
the Altar, but now in the Throze : Our Reconciliation 
is aſcribed to his Death, our Conſervation to his Life. 
He that was created in a ſtate of Nature could fin and 
die, but He that is born of God can't ſin unto death : 
the new birth is unto Eternal Life. In ſhort, As the 
Mercy of God is glorified in the whole work of our 
Salvation, ſo eſpecially in the firſt and laſt Grace it 
confers upon us. In Vocation that prevents us, and 
Perſeverance that crowns us: according to the double 
change made in our ſtate, tranſlating us from Darkneſs 
to Light, and from the imperfect Light of Grace, to the 
full Light of Glory. 

I have more particularly diſcours'd of this Advan- 
tage by the New Covenant, in regard the Glory of God, 
and 
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and the comfort of true Chriſtians is ſv much concern'd Chap X 


in it. For if Grace and Free-Will are. put in joint Nu 


commiſſion, 1o that the efficacy of it depends on the 
mutability of the Will, which may receive or reject it, 
the conſequence 15 vilible, that (which is impious to 
ſuppoſe) the Son of God might have died in vain, For 
that which is not effectual without a contingent condi- 
tion, muſt needs be as uncertain, as the condition on 
which it depends. So that although the Wiſdom of 
God ſo admirably formed the deſign vf our Salvation, 
and there is ſuch a connexion in his Counſels, yet all 
may be defeated by the mutability of Mans deſires. 
And the molt (incere Chriſtians would be alwaies ter- 
rified with perplexing jealouſies, that notwithſtanding 
their moſt ſerious Reſolutions tocontinue in their Duty, 
yet one day they may periſh by their Apoſtaſje. But 
the Goſpel aſſures us, that God will not reverſe his 


own Eternal Decrees: And that the Redeemer ſhall ſee 1%. $3. 1. 


the travel of his Soul, and be ſatisfied : and that Belie- 
vers are kept by the Power of God through Faith unto 
Salvation. 

3. There is an excellent manifeſtation of Divine 
Love, in the glorious reward that is promiſed to Belie- 
vers, which far exceeds the primitive felicity of Man. 
Adam was under the Covenant of nature, that promi{- 
ed a reward ſutable to his obedience, and (tate, The 
manner of declaring that Covenant was natural. 

1. External, by thediſcovery of God's Attributes in 
his Works, from which it was eaſe. for man to colle& 
his duty and his reward. 

2. Internal, by his natural faculties. By the light of 
Reaſon he underſtood that ſo long as he continued in 
his original Ianocence, the Creator who from. pure 
goodneſs gave him his being, and all the happinels 
which was concomitant with it, would certainly pre- 
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ſerve him in the perpetual enjoyment of it. But there 


the life of Glory, it would have been revealed to him, 
to allure his will : for there can be nodeſire of an un- 
known good. And whereas in the Covenant God prin- 
cipally and primarily regards the promiſe, and but ſe- 
condarily the threatning, the exerciſe of goodneſs be- 
ing more pleaſing to him than of revenging juſtice 
'tis ſaid, that God exprelly threatned Death, but he 
made no promiſe of Heaven: by which 'tis evident it 
did not belong to that Covenant, For it was eaſier for 
Man to underſtand the quality of the puniſhment that 
attended (in, than to conceive of Celeſtial Happineſs, 
of which he was incapable in his animal ſtate. 

'Tis true, God might have beſtowed Heaven as an 
abſolute gift upon Man, after a courſe of obedience ; 
but 'twas not due by the condition of the firſt Cove- 
nant. A natural work can give no title to a fuperna- 
tural reward. Mans perſeverance in his duty, accord- 
ing to the Original Treaty, had been attended with 
Immortal Happineſs upon the Earth ; but the bleſſed 
Hope 1s only promiſed in the Goſpel, and unſpeakably 
tranſcends the felicity of Naturein its conſummate ſtate. 

This Reward is an{werable to the unvaluable treaſure 
which was laid down for it. The Blood of the Son of 
God as 'tisa Ranſom to redeem us from miſery, ſo 'tis 
a price to purchaſe glory for Believers. *Tis called the 
Blood of the on, becauſe it conveys a title 
to the Heavenly Inheritance. Our impunity 1s the et- 
tect of his Satisfaction, our poſitive happineſs of his re- 
dundant merit. - God was fo well pleaſed with his per- 
tet Obedience, which infinitely ſurpaſſes that of any 
meer 
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meer creature, that he promiſed to confer upon thoſe Chap. X. 
who believe in him, all the glorious qualities becom- CY VWNV 


ing the Sons of God, and to make them aſſociates with 
him in his Eternal Kingdom. The compleat happineſs 
of the Redeemed, is the Redeemers recompence, in 
which he is fully ſatisfied for all his ſufferings. Now 
the tranſcendent excellency of this above the firſt ſtate 
of Man, will more diſtin&ly appear by conlidering, 

|. The place where 'tis enjoyed. and that is the 
Heaven of Heavens. Adam was put into the Terreſtri- 
al Paradiſe, a place ſutable to his natural being, and a- 
bounding with all pleaſing objedts ; but they were ſuch 
as creatures of a lower kind enjoyed with him. But 
Heaven 1s the Element of Angels, their native ſeat, 
who are the moſt noble part of the Creation. *Tis the 
true Palace of God, intirely ſeparated from the impu- 
rities and imperfections, the alterations and changes of 
the lower World; where he reigns in Eternal Peace. 
Tis the Temple of the Divine Majeſty, where his ex- 
cellent Glory 1s revealed inthe moſt conſpicuous manner. 
Tis the habitation of his holineſs, the place where his 
honour dwells. Tis the ſacred Manſion of Light, and 
Joy, and Glory. Paradiſe with all its pleaſures was 
but a ſhadow of it. 

Il. The Life of Adam was attended with innocent 
infirmities. For the body being compoſed of the ſame 
principles with other ſenſitive creatures was in a perpe- 
tual flux, and liable to hunger, and thirſt, and weari- 
neſs, and was to be pokal by food and fleep. Adam 
was made a living Soul, therefore ſubject to thoſe in- 
clinations and neceffities which are purely animal. And 
though whilſt innocent, no diſeaſe could (ſeize on him, 
yet he was capable of hurtful impreſſions. Immortality 
was not the eſlential property of Man as compounded 
of ſoul and body, but conditional upon his obedience, 
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and conſequent to his eating the fruit of the Tree 
of life. Therefore man after his ſin was expelled 
from Paradiſe, that he might not eat of it and 
live for ever. By which it appears that eternal 
life in that happy ſtate was not trom the tempera- 
ment of the body, but to be preſerved by the Di- 
vine power in the uſe of means. From hence it fol- 
low that Adam in his natural ſtate was not capable of 
the viſion of God, Heaven is too pure an Air for him 
to havelived in. The Glory of it-is inconſiſtent with 
ſuch a temper'd Body. Fleſh and Blood cannot inherit 
the Kingdom of Heaven, The faculties would be con- 
founded with its overcoming brightneſs. Till rhe ſen- 
fitive- powers are refin'd, and exalted to that degree 
that they become ſpiritual, they cannot converſe with 

loriftied objes. Now the bodies of the Saints hall 

e inveſted with Celeſtial qualities. The Natural 
ſhall be changed into a Spiritual body, and be preſery- 
ed as the Angels by the fole vertue of the quickning 
Spirit. The life above ſhall flouriſh in its full vigor, 
without any other ſupport, than the Divine power 
that firſt created it. And as the body ſhall be ſpiritual, 
ſo truly immortal, and free from all corruptive change; 
as the Sun which for ſo many ages hath ſhined with 
an equal brightneſs to the World, and hath a du- 
rable fulneſs of light in it. In this reſpect the Childrex 
of the ReſurreFion, are equal to the Angels, who being 
pure Spirits, do not marry to perpetuate their kind, 
for they never die. And the glorified body ſhall be 
cloathed with a more Divine beauty in the Reſurredti- 
on, than Adam had in the Creation. The glory of 
the ſecond Temple ſhall excel that of the firſt. In 
ſhort, the firſt Mar was of the Earth earthy, and could 
derive but an earthy condition to his deſcendants : 
But the Lord Chriſt 1s from Heaven, and is the prin- 


ciple 
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ciple of an Heavenly and Glorious life to all that are 
united to htm. 

II. The felicity of Heavenexceeds the firſt,in the man- 
ner and degrees of the fruition,and the continuance of it. 

1. The Viſion of God in Heaven is immediate. 
Adam was a ſpeCtator of God's Works, and his under- 
ſtanding being full of Light, he clearly diſcover'd the Di- 
vine Attributes in their effects. The ſtroaks of the 
Creators Hand are engraven 1n all the parts of the Uni- 
verſe. The Heavens, and Earth, and all things in them, 
areevident teſtimonies of the exceljency of their Au- 
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thor. The inviſible things of God from the Creation of Rom x. 20. 


the World are clearly ſeen. And the knowledge that 
ſhined in his ſoul, produced a tranſcendent eſteem of 
the Deity, in whom Wiſdom and Power are united in 
their ſupreme degree, and a ſuperlative love and de- 
light in him for his goodneſs. Yet his fight of God 
was but through a Glaſs, an eclipling medinze. Forin- 
feriour beings are ſo 1mpertect, that they can give but a 
weak reſemblance of his infinite perfections. But the 


ſight of God in Heaven, is called, the ſeeing of him as x Joh 3. 2. 


he is, and ſignifies the moſt clear and compleat know- 
ledge, which the rational Soul when puritied and rail- 
ed to its molt perfect ſtate can receive; and out-ſhines 
all the diſcoveries of God in the lower World. Adam 
had a viſible copy of his inviſible beauty, but the Saints 
in Heaven (ee the glorious Original. He ſaw Cod in 
therefletion of the Creature, but the Saints are under 


the direct beams of Glory, and ſee him face to = 1 Cor. 134.12; 


All the Attributes appear in their full and brighteſt 
luſtre to them. Wiſdom, Love, Holineſs, Power, are 
manifeſted in their exaltation. And the glorified Soul, 
to qualify it for converſe with God in this intimate 
manner, hath a more excellent conſtitution than was 


given toit in the Creation, A new edge is put upon the 
faculties 
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faculties whereby they are fitted for thoſe objets which 
are peculiar to Heaven. The intellectual eye is fortified 
for the immediate intuition of God. Adam in Paradiſe 
wasabſent from theLord,in compariſon of theSaints who 
encompals his Throxe,and are in the preſence of hisGloyy, 

Belides, *Tis the peculiar excellency of the Heavenly 
Lite, that the Saints every moment enjoy it without any 
allay, in the higheſt degree of its Pertection. The lite 
of Adam was always in a circle of low and mean fun- 
ctions of the Animal Nature, which being common to 
him and Beaſts, the aC&ts of it are not ſtrictly Humane. 
But the $pzritzal Lite in Heaven is entirely freed from 
thoſe jervile neceſſities, and is ſpent in the eternal 
performance of the moſt noble aftions of which the z#- 
zelligent Nature is capable. The Saints do always con- 
template, admire, love, enjoy, and praiſe their ever- 
laſting BenefaCtor. God 7s to them all in all. 

In ſhort, That which prefers the Glory of Heaven 
infinitely before the firſt (ſtate of Man, is the continu- 
ance of it for ever : *'Tis an unwithering and never-fa- 
ding Glory. Adam was liable to Temptations, and 
capable of Change, he fell in the Garden of Eder, and 
was ſentenc'd to die. But Heaven 1s the SanCtuary of 
Life and Immortality ; *tis inacceſlible to any evil. The 
Serpent that corrupted Paradiſe with its Poiſon, can't 
enter there, As there 1s no ſeed of Corruption within, 
{ono cauſe of it without. Our Redeemer offer'd Him- 
ſelf by the Eternal Spirit, and purchaſed an eternal In- 
heritance for his People. Their Felicity 1s full and 
perpetual, without encreaſe, for in the f7ſ# moment 'tis 
perfect and ſhall continue without declination. The 
Day of Judgment t called the Laſt Day : For Daies, 
and Weeks, and Months, and Years, the Revolutions 
which now meaſure Time,ſhall then be ſwallowed up in 
an unchangeable Eternity. The Saints ſhall be for ever 
with 


in Contriving Man's Redemption. 191 
with the Lord. And in all theſe reſpects, the Glory of Chap. XI. 
the Redeemed, as far exceeds the Felicity of Man in ( g YJ 
the Creation, as Heaven, the bright Seat of it, is above 
the fading beauty of the zerreſtr;al Paradiſe, 


CHAP. AL. 


Praftzjcal inferences. Redeeming Love deſerves our 
higheſt Admiration, and humble Acknowledgments. 
The illuſtration of it by ſeveral Conſiderations. God 
is infinitely amiable in Himſelf, yet his Love is tran- 
ſtent to the Creature. 'Tis admirable in Creating and 
Preſerving Man, more in Redeeming hin and by the 
Death of his Son. The diſcovery of God's Love in 
our Redemption #s the ſtrongeſt perſuaſrve to Repen- 
tance, The Law is ineffe@nal to produce real Repen- 
tance. The common benefits of Providence are inſuffici- 
cent to cauſe Faith and Repentance i# the guilty Crea- 
ture. The clear diſcovery of pardoning Mercy in the 
Goſpel car only remove pur Fears, and induce us to 
return to God. The tranſcendent Love of God ſhould 
kindle in ws a reciprocal Love to Him. His Excel» 
lencies and ordinary Bounty to Mankind cannot pre- 
vail upon ws to love Him. His Love to #8 in Chriſt 
only conquers our Hatred. Our Love to Him muſt be 
fincere «xd ſuperlative. The deſpiſing of Saving Mer- 
cy is the higheſt Provocation. Tt makes the Condem- 
nation of Mex mos juſt, certain, and heavy. 


F. His Redecming Love deſerves our higheſt Ad- 
miration, and moſt humble acknowledgments. 
If we conſider God aright, it may raiſe our wonder, 
that He is pleaſed to beſtow kindneſs uponany created 
being. For in Him1s all that is excellent and amiable ; 
an 
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[. and 'tis eſſential to the Deity, to have the perfet know- 


ledge ot Himſelf, and pertedt Love to Himſelf, His 
Love being proportioned to his Excellencies, the a@ is 
infinite, as the objeF : And the perfections of the Di- 
vine Nature, being equal to his Love, 'tis a juſt cauſe 
of admiration that 'tis not confined to himſelf, but is 
tranſent and goes forth to the Creature, When David 
looked up to the Heayens, and ſaw the Majeſty of God 
writtenin CharaQters of light, he admixes that Love 
which firſt made Man alitle lower than the Angels, and 
rrowned him with Glory and Honour, and that provi- 
dential care which is mindful of him, and vilits him 
every moment. Such an inconceivable diſtance there 
ts between God and Man, that 'tis wonderful, God will 
ſpend a thought upon us. Lord, what js Man that thou 
takeſt knowledge of him? or the Son of Man that thou 
makeſt account of him ? Man is like towanity, his days 
are as a ſhadow that paſſeth away. His being in this 
world hath nothing firm, or ſolid ; tis like a ſhadow, 
that depends upon a cauſe that is in perpetual motion, 
the light of the Sun, and is always changing, till it 
vaniſhes in the darkneſs of the night. But if we con- 
ſider Man 1n the quality of a finner, and what God hath 
wrought for his recovery, we are overcome with amaze- 
ment. All temporal favours are but foils to this mira- 
culous Mercy, and unſpeakably below the leaſt inſtance 
of it: without it all the priviledges weenjoy above in- 
feriour Creatures in this life, will prove agpravations 
of our future miſery. God ſaw us in our degenerate 
(tate, deſtroyed by our ſelves, and yet, O Goodneſs 
truly Divine ! he loved us ſo far, as to make the wa 

for ourrecovery. High Mountains were to be levelled, 
and preat depths to be filled up, before we could arrive 
at bleſledneſs: all this hath been done by mighty Love. 
Ged laid the Curſe of the guilty upen the inuocent, 
and 
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and expoſed his beloved Son to the Sword of his Juſtice, 
to turn the blow from us. What aſtoniſhing goodneſs 
is it, that God who 1s the Author and end of all things, 
ſhould become the means of our Salvation e and by 
the loweſt abaſement 2 What is fo worthy of admiratt- 
on as that the Eternal ſhould become mortal, that be- 
ing inthe form of God, he ſhould take on him the form 
of a Servant, that the Judge of the. World ſhould be 
condemned by the guilty, that he ſhould leave his 
Throne in Heaven to be nailed to the Croſs, that the 
Prince of Life ſhould taſte of Death 2 Theſe are the 
great Wonders whick the Lord of Love hath perform- 
ed, and all for ſinful, miſerable and unworthy Man, who 
deſerved not the leaſt drop of that Sweat and Blood 
he ſpent for him : and without any advantage to him- 
ſelf, for what content can be added to his felicity 
by a curſed Creature 2 Infinite Love, that is as ad- 
mirable as ſaving} Love that paſſeth Knowledge. and is 
as much above ourtomprehenfion as deſert, .Im natural 
things, Admiration is the effect of Ignorance, but here 
'tis increaſed by Knowledge. For the more we under- 
ſtand- the excellent Greatneſs of God, and the vileneſs 
of Man, the more we ſhall be inſtructed to admire the 


glorious wonder of ſaving Mercy. A deliberate admira- _ 


tion ſpringing from our moſt ane thoughts, is part 
of the tribute and adoration we owe to God, who 
ſo ſtrangely ſaved us from the Wrath to come. 

And-the moſt humble acknowledgements are due 
for it. When David told Mephiboſheth, that he ſhould 
eat bread with him at his Table continnally, he bowed 
himſelf, and ſaid, What is thy Servant, that thou 
ſhouldest look on ſuch a dead Dog as T am? A (peech 
full of gratitude, and humility; yet he was of a Roy- 
al extration, rhovgh ar that time in a low condition. 
With a far greater ſenſe of our unworthineſs, we ſhould 
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refle&t upon that condeſcending Love, that provides 
the Bread of God for the food of our Souls, without 
which we had periſht for want. David in that divine 
thankſgiving recorded in the Scripture, reflects upon 
his own meanneſs, and from that magnifies the favour 
of God towards him. #þo amT, O Lord God? and 
what is my houſe, that thou haſt brought me hitherto £ 
and this was yet a ſmall thing in thy fight, O Lord 
God, but thou haſt ſpoken of thy Servants houſe, for a 
great while to come, and is this the manner of Man, 0 
Lord God 2 If (ach humble and thankful acknowledg- 
ments were due for the Scepter of Zſjrael, what is for 
the Crown of Heaven 2 and that procured for us by the 
ſufferings of the Son of God ? Briefly, Goodneſs is - 
the. foundation of Glory, therefore the moſt ſolemn 
and affeftionate Praiſe is to be rendered for tranſcen- 
dent Goodneſs. The conſent of Heaven and Earth, is; 
in aſcribing bleſſing, and honour; and glory to him 
that fits on the Throne, and the Lemb for ever. 

2. The Love of God diſcovered in our Redempti- 
on, is the moſt powerful R__ to Repentance. 
For the difcovery of this we muſt confider, that real 
Repentance is the conſequent of Faith, and always 1a 
proportion to It. Therefore, the Law which repre- 
tents to us the Divine Purity and Juſtice, without any 
allay of Mercy, can never work true Repentance in a 
Sinner. When Conſcience is under the ſtrong convitti- 
on of guilt, and of Gods Juſtice as 3mplacable, it caul- 
es a dreadful flight from him, and a wretchleſs negle& 
of means. Deſpair hardens. The brighteſt diſcoveries 
of God in; Nature are not warm enough to melt the 
frozen heart intothe current of repentance. *'Tis true, 
the viſible frame of the World, and the continual benefits 
of Providence, inſtra& Men 1n thoſe prime Truths, the 


Being and Bounty of God to thoſe that ſerye Him, and 
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invite them to their Duty. God never tft himſelf with- Chap. Xl. 


ont 4 witneſs in any ages His Goodnels is deſigned To LF VN 


lead men to Repentance. And the Apoſtle aggravatcs AR. 4. 17+ 


the obſtinacy of Men, that render'd that method en- 
tirely fruitleſs. But the Declaration of Gods Good- 
neſs in the Goſpel is infinitely moreclear and powertul, 
than the ſilent revelation by the works of Creation aud 
Providence. For although the Patience and general 
Goodneſs of God offered ſome intimations that he 1s 
placable, yet not a ſufficient ſupport for a guilty and 
jealous Creature to rely on. The natural notion of 
Gods Juſtice is ſo deeply rooted in the Hymare Soul, 
that till He is pleaſed to proclaim an A# of Grace and 
Pardon, on the conditions of Faith and Repentance, 
'tis hardly poflible that convinced Sinners ſhould ap- 
prehend Him otherwiſe than an Enemy; and that all 
the common Benefits they enjoy, are but Proviſions 
allowed in the zxterval between theSentence pronounc'd 
by the Law, and the Execution of it at Death. There- 
fore God to overcome our fears, and to melt us into 
a compliance, hath given in the Scripture the higheſt 
aflurance of his willingneſs to receive all relexting and 
returning Sinners. He interpoſes the moſt ſolemn Oath 


to remove our ſuſpicions. As I live, ſaith the Lord, Ezck. 33. 11. 


I delight not in the death of the wicked, but that the 


wicked turn from his way and live. And have I an Ezek. 18. 23: 


pleaſure at all that the wicked ſhould die? ſaith the 
Lord God: And not that he ſhould return from his ways 
and live £ The majeſty and ardency of the Expreſſuons 
teſtifie the truth and vehemency of his deſire, fo far 
as the Excellency of his Nature is capable to feel our 
AﬀeRions. And the Reaſon of it is clear; for the 
Converſion of a Sinner implics a thorough change in 
the Will and Aﬀedctions from Sin to Grace, and that 


Is infinitely pleaſing to Gods Holineſs, and the giving 
| _—SS of 
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Chap: XI. of Life to the converted is moſt ſuitable to his Mercy, 
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PC.1. 81. 13. 
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Mic, 7. 18, 


The Angels who are infinitely inferiour to Him in 
Goodnels, rejoyce in the Repentance and Salvation of 
Men; Much more God doth. There is an eminent 
difterence between his inclinations to exerciſe Mercy, 
and Juſtice, He uſes expreſſions of regret when He 
1s conltraincd to puniſh, O that my People had heark- 
ned to me, and Iirael had walked in my wayes. And 
how ſhall T give thee up, Ephraim ? how ſhall T deliver 
thee, Iſrael? mine heart is turned within me: As a 
mercitul Judg, that pities the Man when he condemns 
the Malefactor. But He diſpenſes Aqﬀs of Grace 
with pleaſure, He pardons Iniquity, and paſſes by tranſ- 
greſſuons, becauſe He delights in Mercy. 'Tis true, when 
Sinners are finally obdurate, God: 1s pleaſed in their 
Ruine, forthe - honour of his Juſtice; yet 'tis not in 
ſuch a manner as in their Converſion and Life. He 
doth not invite Sinners to tranſgreſs, that He may con- 
dema them: He is not pleaſed when they give occalt- 
on for the exerciſe of his Anger. And above all,-we 
have the cleareſt and ſureſt diſcovery of pardoning 
Mercy 1m the Death of Chriſt. For what (ſtronger evi- 
dence can there be of God's readineſs to 'pardon, 
than ſending his Son into the World to be a . Sacritice: 
for Sin, that Mercy without prejudice to.his'other' Per- 
tections might upon our Repentance forgive'us? And 
what more rational argument is there; and more con- 
gruous to the Breaft of a Man,.to work in him a feri- 
ous grief and hearty deteſtation of Sin, not only as a 
curſed thing, but as''tis contrary-to the Divine Will, 
than the belief that God, in whoſe Power alone it is to 
pardon Sinners, 1s moſt deſirous to. pardon them, if 
they will return, to Obedience'?.;'The Prodigal nv his 
extream diſtrefprefplved-to goto his/Father with/pent- 
tenttal ackhowledgments and ſubmiſlion : and,' to uſe 

=o the 
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the words of a devout Writer, His guilty Conſcience Cy,,,, we 
as deſperate askt him, 2xa ſþe, with what hope ? He wow 
replied to himſelt, 7/2 qua Pater eſt. Fgo perdidi quod 

erat filii; ille quod patris eff non amiſit : Though I 

have neglected the duty and loſt the confidence of a 

Son, he hath not loſt the compaſſion of a Father. That 

Parable repreſents Man in his degenerate forlorn ſtate, 

and that the Divine goodnelsis the Motive that prevails 

upon him to return to his duty. 


3. The tranſcendent Love that God hath expreſt in 
our Redemption by Chriſt, ſhould kindle 1n us a rect- 
procal aftection to him. For what is more natural than 
that one flame ſhould produce another? Ie love him, 
becauſe he loved ws firſt. Theoriginal of our Love to 
God is from the evidence of his ro us : this alone can 
ſtrongly and ſweetly draw the heart to him. 'Tis true, 
the divine excellencies as they deſerve a ſuperlative 
eſteem, ſo the higheſt afte&tion: but the bare contem- 
plation of them 1s ineffectual to fire the Heart with a 
zealous Love to God. For Man hath a Dziabolical Seed 
in his corrupt Nature; he 1s inclined not only to Sen- 
ſuality, which is an implicit hatred of God, (for an 
m_— Appetite to thoſe things which God forbids, and 
a fixed Averſation from what He commands, are the 
Natural effe&s of Hatred,) but to maligaity and direct 
hatred againſt God. He is an enemy in his mind Col. 12> 
throueh wicked works : and. this eamity ariſeth. from 
the conſideration of Gods Juſtice, and the effects of 
it. Mancannot Sin and be happy, therefore he withes 
there were no God to whom he mult be accountable. 
He is no more wrought. on by the Divine perfetions 
and beauties to love the Deity, than a guilty perfon, 
who'relolvedly goes on to break the Laws, can be per- 
fivaded to.love the Judge, tor hisexcellent knowledge, 
2, and 
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Choo ys and his inflexible integrity, who will certainly con- 
WY demn him. Beſides, to S and abundant bleſflings, 
which God, as Creator, and Preſerver, beſtows upon 
all, cannot prevail upon guilty Creatures to love him, 
Indeed the goodneſs that raiſed us from a ſtate of no- 
thing, 1s aabackebly great, and laies an Eternal Ob- 
ligation upon us. The whole ſtock of our affections is 
due to Him, for conferring upon us the humane Na- 
ture, that is common to Kings and the meaneſt Begger. 
All the Riches and Dignity of the greateſt Prince, 
whereby he exceeds the pooreſt Wretch, compared to, 
this benefit which they both ſhare in, have no more 
proportion than a Farthing to an immenſe Treaſure, 
The Innumerable expreſſions of God's Love to us eve- 
ry Day ſhould infinitely endear him to us. For who, 
4s ſo inhumane as not to love his Parents, or his Friend, 
who defended him from his deadly Enemies, or re- 
lieved him in his poverty, eſpecially if the vein of his 
bounty be not dryed up, but always diffuſes it ſelf in 
new favours? If we love the memory of that Empe- 
rour, who refle&ing upon one day that paſt without 
his beſtowing ſome benefit, with grieſaid, Diem per- 
.didi, I have loſt a day ; how much more ſhould we 
love God who every moment beſtows innumerable 
bleftings upon his Creatures ? But fiaful Man hath con- 
tracted ſuch an unnatural hardneſs, that he receives no 
4mpreſſions from the renewed Mercies of God. He vi- 
olates the Principles of Nature, and Reaſon. For how 
unnatural is it, not tolove our Benefatour, when the 
dull Ox and the ſtupid Af ſerve thoſe that feed them? 
And how unreaſonable, when the Publicans return love 
for love? Now there is nothing that can perfealy 
overcome our hatred, but the conſideration of that 
Love which hath freed us from Eternal Miſery : for 
the guilty Creature will be always ſuſpicious, that ; 
wW 
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withſtanding the ordinary benefits of Providence, God Chap. XI. 


15 an enemy to it: and till Man is convinced, that in ( g NW 


loving God, he moſt truly loves himſclf, he will never 
ſincerely aftect him. This was one great delign of God 
in the Way, as well as in the Work of our Redempti- 
on, to gain our hearts intirely to himſelf. He faves us 
in the moſt endearing, and obliging manner. As Da- 
vids affection declared it ſelf, 7 will not ſerve the Lord 
with that which coſt me nothing : So God would not 
fave Man with that which coſt him nothing, but with 
the deareſt price hath purchaſed a Title to our Love. 
God was in Chriſt reconciling the Porld to kimfelf, as 
well as through Chriſt reconciling himſelfto the World. 
He hath propounded ſuch Arguments for our Love, fo 
powerful, and ſublime, that 4dam in Innocence was 
unacquainted with, He ſent down his own Bowels 
to teſtifie His Aﬀection to us. And that ſhould be the 
greateſt indearment of our Love, which was the great- 
eſt evidence of his. 

And if we conſider the Perſon of our Redeemer, 


what more worthy object of our afte&ion than Chriſt 2. 


and Chriſt enduring the moſt terrible things, and at laſt 
dying with all the circumſtancesof diſhonour and pain, 
for Love to Man? It he had noattracive cxcellencies, 
yet his cruel ſufferings for us ſhould gagke him intinitely 
precious and dear to our Souls. It by ſolemn regards 
we contemplate him in the Garden, amaz'd at the firſt 
approaches of that Cup mixed with all the Ingredi- 
ents of divine diſpleaſure, ſweating /ike drops of blood 
under a weight of unſpeakable ſorrow, and without 
the leaſt relief from Man, whoſe Sins he then bore; 
what kind of Marble are our hearts if they do not ten- 
derly relent at this doleful. ſpectacle? Can we ſtand 


by him proſtrate on the Earth, and offering up Prayers 


and Smpplications with ſtrong cries and tears (the et- 


tects- 


n_ 
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Chap. 1, fefts of the travail of his Soul) without the moſt paſ- 
WYN fionate ſenſibility? Can we fee him contemn'd by im- 
pure worms, abus'd in his ſacred offices, j ramar re= 
preſented as a mock King, buffeted and flouted as a 
mock Prophet, his Sacred Face defiled with loath- 
ſome ſpittle, his back torn with ſharp Scourges, and 
all endured with a viforious patience; can we behold 
this with an unconcerned Eye, without the mournings 
of holy Love? Can we accompany him in the dolorous 
way, and ſee him fainting and (ſinking under his heavy 
Croſs, and not feel his ſufferings? Can we aſcend to 
mount Calvary, and look on him hanging on the infa- 
mous Tree, in the mid(t of Thieves, ſufferings the ut- 
moſt fury of malicious enemies, and not be Crucified 
with him? Can we hear the aſtoniſhing complaint of 
his deſerted Soul to the Judge of all the world doing 
extreme right on him as our Surety, and not be over- 
come with grief and Love? Shall not the warm Streams 
ſadly running from his 'wounded head and hands and 
feet melt our congeal'd affe&ions ? His pierced fide 
diſcovers his heart, the vital Fountain open'd to waſh 
away our guilt, and ſhall our hearts he untoucht ? His 
bloody undeſerved death the precious ranſom of our 
Souls makes him our life, and ſhall it not render him 
full of lovelineſMwour inflamed thoughts ? He is more 
amiable on the Croſs, than in the Throne : For there 
we ſee the cleareſt Teſtimony, and the moſt Glorious 
Triumph of his Love. There he endured the Anger 
"Quid violen- Of Heaven, and the ſcorn of the Earth. There we 
rags =o might ſee Joy ſadned, Faith fearing, Salvation ſuffer- 
deas inChriſto 1Ng, and Life dying. Blefſed Redeemer, what couldſt 
ztari rriſti- thou have done or ſuffered more, to quicken our dead 
co PaY'® Powers, and inflime our cold Hearts toward thee? 
fidem, falu- . 
rem parti, vi- How can we remember thy bleeding, dying Love 


ram mori, without 
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without an Ecſtaſie of affetion ? If weare not more in- 
ſenſible than the Rocks, 'tis impoſhble but we muſt be 
toucht and ſoftened by it. 

Suppoſe an Angel by ſpecial delegation had been 
enabled to have trod Satan under our feet, our obliga- 
tions to him had been inexpreſlible, and our love might 
have been intercepted from aſcending to our Creator. 
For Salvation is a greater benefit, than the meer giv- 
ing to us our natural being, As the privation of fe- 
licity with the aftual miſery that is joyned with it, is 
infinitely worſe than the negation of being. Our Lord 
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pronounced concerning Judas; It had been good for 5.24. 


that Man that he had never been born. Redeeming 
Goodneſs exceeds creating. Now the Son- of God to 
procure our higheſt Love, alone wrought Salvation 
for us. 

And what admirable Goodneſs is it, that puts a value 
upon our affeftion, and accepts ſuch a ſmall return! 
Our moſt intenſe and ardent love bears no more pro- 
portion to his; than a ſpark to the Element of Fire. 
Befides, His Love to us was pure, and without any 
benefit to himſelf; but- ours to him is profitable to 
our Souls, for their eternal advantage. Yet with this 
He is fully ſatisfied z when we love Him in the qua- 
lity of a Saviour, we give Him-the Glory of that he 
defigns moſt to be Glorified in, that is, of his Mer- 
cy to the miſerable. For this reaſon he inſtituted the 
Sacrament of the Supper, the contrivance of his Love, 
to refreſh the memory of-his-Death, - and-quicken our 
famting love to him. - Now*the Love that our Savi- 
our requires muſt be 

I. Sincere and Unfeigned. This declares it ſelf by 
a care to-pleaſe Him in all things. ' 7f « Mar love me, 
ſaith our Saviour, he will keep my Commandments. 
Obedience is the moſt natural and neceſlary produdt of 

D d Love. 
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Love. For Loves the ſpring of Aftion, and employs 
all the faculties in the ſervice of the perſon loved. 
The Apoſtle expreſles the force of it by an emphatical 
Word, The Love of Chriſt Conſtrains mw: it (ignifies to 
have one bound, and fo. much under power that he 
cannot move without leave. Asthe inſpired Prophets 
were carried by the Spirit, - and intirely acted by his 
motions. Such an abſolute Empire had the Love of 
Chriſt over him, ruling all the inclinations of his Heart, 
and actions of. his Life, *Tis-this alone makes Obe- 
dience chearful, and conſtant. For Love is ſeated in 
the Will, and the Obedience that proceeds from it, 1s 
qut of choice and purely voluntary. No Command- 
ment is grievoms that is performed. from Love. And it 
makes Obedience-conſtant : that which is forced from 
the impreſſion of fear is unſteadfaſt ; but what is mixt 
with delight is laſting. 

2. Our Love to Chriſt muſt be ſupreme, exceedin 
that which is given to all inferiour 0bjeFs, The mo 
elevated and entire AﬀecGion' is dye to Him who ſaves 
us from Torments that are extreme and eternal, and 
beftows upon us an Inheritance immortal and undefiled, 
By the oftering of him(elf to- divine juſtice he has ob- 
liged us, to preſeut our bodies 4 living Sacrifice to Gad, 
which is onrreafonable Service. Lite it (elf and all the 
endearments of it, Relations, Eſtates are to be difvalu- 
ed, when ſet in compariſon-with Him. Nay if (by an 
impoflible ſuppoſttion)-they could be ſeparated, our 
Saviour ſhould be more dear $6. us than Salvatian, 
For He declared greater Love in giving Hiruſelf for 
our Ranſom, than 1n giving Heaven to be our Reward. 
When we love Him m the higheſt degree we are ca- 
pable af, we. have reaſon to moja fon the impertectioa 
of it. In ſhort, A Swperlative Lave-as,'tisdue to our 


Mat. 10.37. Redeemer, fo 'tis only accepted by Him. , He that lov- 
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eth father or mother, ſor or daughter more than Him; Chap. XI. 
is not worthy of Him, And He tells us in other pla- L& WWW 


ces that we mult hate thexx, to ſhew, that our Love to 
him ſhould fo far exceed the Aﬀettion that is due to 
thoſe relations, that in all occaſions where they divide 
from Chriſt, we ſhould demean our ſelves as if we had 
only for them an indifference, and even an averſation. 
Indeed the preferring of any thing before Him, who 
is altogether deſirable in Himſelf, and infinitely de- 
ſerves our Love, is byntiſhly to undervalue Him, and 
in effe& not to love Him. For itt a Temptation where 
Chriſt and the beloved obje& are ſet in competition 
as a greater weight turns the 8cales, ſo the ſtronger 
Aﬀection will caufe a perſoftt to renounce Chriſt, for 
the poſſeſſion of what he loves better. *'Tis the Love 
of Chriſt reigning in the Heart,that is the only Principle 
of Perſeverance. 

4. What an high Provocation is it to deſpiſe Re- 
deeming Mercy, and to defeat that infinite Goodneſs 


which hath been at ſuch expence for our Recovery? 


The Sonof God hath emptied all the Treafares of his 
Love, to purchaſe Deliverance for gailty and wretch- 
ed Captives, He hath paſt through ſo many pains and 
thorns to come and offer it to them ; He ſollicits thety 
to receive Pardon and Liberty, upor! the conditions 
of Acceptance and Amendment, which ate abfolxtely 
neceſſary to qualifie them for Felicity : Now if they 
{ſight the Benefit, and renounce their Redemption 3 
if they fell themſelves again nnder the Servitudeof Stn, 
and gratifhe the Devil with a new conqueſt over them ; 
what a bloody Cruelty is this to their own Souls, and 
a vile indignity tothe Lord of Glory 2 And are there 
any. fervile ſpirits ſo -charm'd with thetr mifery, and 
fo in love with ther chains, who/will ſtoop ander their 
cruel Caprivity, to be reſerved for eternal Puniſhment? 
D d 2 Who 
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Who can believegt? But alas Examples are numerous 
and ordinary : The moſt by a Folly as prodigious as 
their Ingratitude, prefer their Sins before their Sayi- 
our, and love that which is the only Juſt obje& of 
Hatred, and hate Him whois the moſt worthy obje& of 
Love. *'Tis a moſt aſtoniſhing conſideration, that Love 
ſhould perſuade Chriſt to die for Men, and that they 
fbould trample upon his Blood, and chooſe rather to 
die by themſelves, than to live by Him. That God 
ſhould be ſo eafie to. forgive, and Man fo hard: to be 
forgiven. This is a. Sin of that tranſcendent height, 
that all the abominations of Sodow and Gomorrah, are 
not equal to it. This exaſperates Mercy, that dear and 
tender Attribute 3 the only Advocate in God's Boſom 
for us: This makes the Judge irreconcileable. The re- 
jeding of life upon the gracious 'terms of the Goſpel, 
makes the condemnation of Men moſt juſt, certain, 
and heavy. 

I. Moſt Juſt: for when Chriſt hath performed what 
was neceſſary for the expiation of fin, and hath opened: 
the Throne of Grace, which was before ſhut againſt us, 
and by this God hath declared how willing he 1s to fave 
Sinners; if they axe wiltul to be damned, and fru- 
ſtrate the bleſſed methods of Grace, 'tis moſt equal 
they ſhould inherit their own choice: They judge them 
ſelves unworthy of Eternal Life. Conſcience will ju- 
{tifie the ſevereſt doom againſt them. 

2. It makes their condemnation certain, and final. 
The Sentence of the Law is reverſible by an appeal to 
an Higher Court; but that of the Goſpel! againſt the 
refuſers of Mercy will remain in its full force for ever. 
He that believes not, is condemmn'd already. *'Fis ſome 
conſolation.to a Malefattor, that the Sentence is not 
pronounced againſt /him : but agn;anbeliever hath no re- 
ſpite. The Gaſpel aſlures the ſincere Behever, that he 

foul 
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fhall not enter into Condemnation, to\yrevent his fears (4 wr 
ofan after ſentence ; but it denounces a preſent doom, ww" 


againſt thoſe who reject it. The Wrath of God abides 
#n them. Obſtinate infidelity ſets beyond all poſſtbili- 
ty of Pardon: there is no Sacrifice for that Sin. Sal- 
vation it ſelf cannot ſave the 1mpenitent Infidel : For 
he excludes the only means whereby Mercy is convey- 
ed. How deſperate then is the caſe of ſuch a Sinner 2? 
To what Sanctuary will he fly? All the other Attributes 
condemn him, Holineſs excites Juſtice, and Juſtice awa- 
kens Power for his deſtruttion ; and if Mercy interpoſe 
not between him and ruin, he muſt periſh irrecovera- 
bly. Whoever loves not the Lord Chriſt, is Anathema 
Maranatha ; He 1s under an irrevocable Curſe, which 
the Redeemer will confirm at his coming. 

3. Wilful negle& of Redeeming Mercy aggravates 
the Sentence, and brings an extraordinary damnation 
upon Sinners. Beſides the doom of the Law which 
continues in its vigour againſt tranſgreſſors, the Goſpel 


adds a more heavy one againſt the impenitent, becauſe Joh 3. 18. 


he believes not in the name of the only begotten Son of 
God. Infidelity is an outrage not to a Man or an Angel, 
but to the Eternal Son. For the Redemption of Souls 


is reckoned as a part of his reward, He ſhall ſee of the 1, ,z. 


travel of his ſoul and be ſatisfied. Thoſe therefore 
who ſpurn at Salvation, deny him the honour of his 
ſufferings: and are guilty of the defiance of his Love, 
of the contempt of his Clemency, of the provocation 
of the moſt ſenſible and ſevere Attribute when 'tis in- 
cenſed. This is to ſtrike him at the Heart, and to 
kick againſt his Bowels. This increaſes the anguiſh of 
his ſufferings, and imbitters the Cup of his Paſſion. 
This renews his Sorrows, and makes his Wounds bleed 
afreſh. Dreadful impiety! that excceds the guilt of 
the Fewer; they once kill'd Him being in his humble 
inglorious 
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inglorious ſtate, but this is a daily Crucitying him now 


\ FA. Glorified, Ingrateful wretches ! that refuſe to bring 


Ur denud ma- 


Jus, recuperata 
przxda ſua, ad- 


verſus Domi- 
num gzudear. 
Tertul.de Pen, 


John 3. rg. 


Glory to their Redeemer, 'and blefſedneſs to them- 
ſelves: that rather chuſe that the accuſer ſhould tri- 
umph in their miſery, than their Saviour rejoyce in 
their felicity. This is the great condemnation, that 
Chriſt came into the World to fave Men from Death, 
and they refuſe the Pardon. 'Tis an aggravation of 
fin above what the Devils are capable of 3 for Pardon 
was never offered to thoſe rebellious ſpirits. In ſhort, 
ſo deadly a malignity there is in it, that it poyſons the 
Goſpel it ſelf, and turns the (weeteſt Mercy into the 
ſoreſt Judgment. The Sun of Righteouſneſs who ts a 
reviving light to the penitent Believer is a conſuming 
Fire to the obdurate. How much more tolerable had 
been the condition of ſuch Sinners, if ſaving Grace 
had never appeared unto Men, or they had never 
heard of it? for the Degrees of Wrath ſhall be in 
proportion to the riches of neglef&ted goodneſs. The 
refuſing Life from Chriſt, makes us guilty of his Death. 
And when he ſhall come in his Glory, and be viſible 
to all that pierced Him, what Vengeance will be the 
portion of thoſe who deſpiſed the Majeſty of his Per- 
fon, the myſtery of his Compaſſions and Sufferings ? 
Thoſe that lived and dyed in the darkneſs of Heathe- 
niſm, ſhall have a cooler Climate in Hell, than thoſe 
who neglect the great Salvation. 
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CHAP. XII. 


Divine Juſtice concurs with Mercy in the work of our 
Redemption. The Reaſons why we afe Redeemed by 
the SatisfaFion of Juſtice are ſpecified : to declare 
Gods hatred of Sin, to vindicate the honour of the 
Law, to prevent the ſecure commiſſion of Sin. Theſe 
Ends are obtained in the Death of Chrilt. The realz- 
ty of the Satisfaftion made to Divine Jultice conſede- 
red. The requilites ix order to it. The appointment 
of God, who in this tranſaction 3s to be conſidered 
not as a Judge, that is Miniſter of the Law, but as 
Governour. His right of Juriſdiction to relax the 
Law as to the execution of it. His Will declared to 


accept of the compenſation wade. The conlent of 


our Redeemer was neceſſary. He muſt be perfetly 
Holy. He muſt be God and Man. 


£ Thy: Deity init (elf is Simple and Pare, without 
mixture or variety : The Scripture alcribes At- 
tributes to God for our clearer underſtanding. And 
thoſe as eſſential in Him are ſimply oe - They are di- 
ſtingiſh'd only with reſpect to the diverſe objects on 
which they are terminated, and the different efeFs that 
proceed from them. 

The two great Attributes which are exerciſed to- 
wards reaſonable Creatures in their /2pfed ſtate, arc 
Mercy and Juftice: theſe admirably concur m the work 
of our Redemption. Although God ſpared guilty Man 
for the honour of his Mercy, yet He ſpared not his 
own Sor, who became a Surety for the offender, bur 
delivered Hjm up ta a cruel Death, for the glory of his 
Jaftice. For the clearer underſtanding of this, #hree 
things are to be conlidered ; Ws = 

2. The 
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Chan X 1. The Reaſons why weare redeemed by the Satis- 
ap.XIl. ©&ion of Tuſti 
YM) fattion of Jultice, 2 ne 

2. TheReality of the Satisfattion made by our Re- 
deemeT. 

3. The compleatneſs and perteCtion of it. Concernin 
the firſt there are three different Opinions, among thoſe 
who acknowledge the reality of Satisfaction. 

1. That 'ris not poſlible that Sin ſhould be pardon- 
ed without Satisfaction, For Juſtice being a natural 
and neceſlary excellency in God, hath an unchangeable 
reſpe&t to the qualities which are in the Creatures - 
That as the Divine Goodneſs 1s neceſlarily exerciſed 
towards a Creature perfectly holy, ſo Juſtice is in 
puniſhing the guilty, unleſs a Satisfaction intervene. 
And if it be not poſſible, conſidering the perfetion of 
the Deity, that Holineſs ſhould be unrewarded, far 
leſs can it be, that Sin ſhould be unpuniſht: ſince the 
exerciſe of Juſtice upon which Puniſhment depends, 
1s more neceſlary than that of Goodneſs, which is 
the cauſe of Remuneration. For the Rewards which 
Bounty diſpenſes are pure Favour, whereas the Puniſh- 
ments which Juſtice 1nflicts, are due. In ſhort, Since 
Juſtice is a PerfeQion, *tis in God in a ſupreme degree, 
and being infinite 'tis inflexible, This Opinion 1s aſ- 
ſerted by ſeveral Divines of eminent Learning. 

2. The Second Opinionis, That God by his Abſolute 
Dominion and Prerogative, might have releas'd the 
Sinner from Puniſhment without any SatisfaQion. 
For as by his Sovereignty He transfer'd the Puniſh- 
ment from the guilty to the innocent; fo He might 
have forgiven Sin, if no Redeemer had interpoſed. 
From hence it follows, that the Death of Chriſt for 
the Expiation of Sin was neceflary only with reſpet 
to the Divine Decree. TI3% 27s wiF 1 | 

3- The Third Opinion is, "That conſidering God in 

this 
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this tranſaftion as qualified with the Office of Supreme 
Judg and Governor of the World, who hath given 
juſt Laws to dire& his Creatures in their Obedience, 
and to be the rule of his proceedings with them as to 
Rewards and Puniſhments, He hath fo far reſtrain'd 
the exerciſe of his Power, that upon the breach of 
the Law, either it muſt be executed upon the Sinner, or 
if extraordinarily diſpenſt with, it muſt be upon fuch 
terms as may ſecure the Ends of Government : and 
thoſe are His own Honour, and publick Order, and 
the Benefit of thoſe that are governed. And upon 
theſe accounts 'twas requiſite, ſuppoſing the merciful 
deſign of God to pardon Sin, that his Righteouſneſs 
ſhould be declared in the Sufferings of Chriſt. I will 
diſtinaly open this. 

In the Law the Sovereignty and Holineſs of God 
eminently appear : And there are two things in all 
Sins, which expoſe the Offender juſtly to Puniſh- 
ment : 

1. A Contempt of God's Sovereignty, and in that 


reſpect there 1s a kind of equality between them. He jm, .. 16. 


that offends in one, is guilty of all, they being ratified 
by the ſame Authority. And from hence *'tis, that 
Guilt is the natural Paſſion of Sin, that alwaics adheres 
to it, For as God hath a Judicial Power to inflict 
Puniſhment upon the Diſobedient by vertue of his 
Sovereignty, ſo the deſert of Puniſhment ariſeth from 
the deſpiſing it in the violation of his Commands. 

2, In every Sin there 1s a contrariety to Gods Holi- 
neſs. And in this the natural #xrpitzde of Sin conſiſts, 
which is receptive of degrees. From hence ariſes Gods 
hatred of Sin, whichis as eſſential as his Love to Him- 
ſelf: the infinite Purity and ReGtitude of his Nature 
infers the moſt perfe& abhorrence of whatever is op- 


polite to-it. The righteows Lord loves righteouſneſs, val. 11, $7; 
E 
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but the wicked his ſoul hates. Now the Juſtice of _ 
God is founded in his Sovereignty and his Holineſs, 
and the reaſon why 'tis exerciſed againſt Sin, 1s not an 
arbitrary Conſtitution, but his Holy Nature, to which 
Sin is repzgnant. Theſe things being premiſed, it fol. 
lows, That Cod in the relation of a Governour is Pro- 
teCtor of thoſe Sacred Laws, which are to dire& the 
Reaſonable Creature, And as 'twas moſt reaſonable 
that in the firſt giving the Law, He ſhould lay the 
ſtrongeſt reſtraint upon Man for preventing Sin, by the 
threatning of Death, the greateſt evil in it ſelf, and in 
the eſtimation of Mankind; fo 'tis moſt congruous to 
Reaſon, when the command was broke by Mans Rebel- 
lion, that the Pezalty ſhould be inflicted either on his 
Perſon, according to the immediate intent of the Law, 
or ſatisfation equiyalent to the offence ſhould be made, 
that the Majeſty and Purity of God might appear in 
his Juſtice, and there might be a viſible diſcovery of 
the value He puts on Obedience. 

The life of the Law depends upon the execution of 
it: for impunity occaſions a contempt of juſtice, and 
by extenuating Sin in the account of Men, incourages to 
the free commiſtion of it. If Pardon be eafily obtained, 
Sin will be ealily committed. Crimes unpuniſht ſeem 
authoriſed. The firſt temptation was prevalent by this 
perſwaſion, that no puniſhment would follow. Be- 
ſides, 1f upon the bold violation of the Law no puniſh- 
ment were inflicted, not only the glory of God's Ho- 
lineſs would be obſcured, as 1f He did not. love Righ- 
teouſneſs and hate Sin, but ſuffered the contempt of the 
one, and the commiſhon of the other without controul ; 
but it would either refle& upon His Wiſdom, as if He 
had not upon juſt reaſon eſtabliſht an alliance between 
the Offence and the Penalty; or upon His Power, as it 
He were not able to vindicate the Rights of eoten 
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And after His giving a Law, and declaring that accord- Chap. XIl. 
ing to the tenor of it, He would diſpenſe Rewards.and LV 


Puniſhments, if Sin were unrevenged, it would leflen 
the ſacredneſs of his Truth in the eſteem of Men. So 
that the Law, and Law-giver would be expoſed to con- 
tempt. By all which it appears, that the Honour of 
God was infinitely concerned in His requiring fatisfacti- 
on for the breach of his Laws. 

Temporal Magiſtrates are bound to exeente wiſe and 
equal Laws, for the preſervation of publick order, and 
civil ſocieties. 'Tis true, there be ſome caſes wherein 
the Law-giver may be forced to diſpenſe with the Law, 
as when the fparing of an offender is. more. advantage 
to the State than his puniſhment : Beſides, there is a 
ſuperiour Tribunal to which great Offenders are ob- 
noxious, and good Magiſtrates, when through weak- 
nel$ they are-fain to ſpair the guilty,refer them to God's 
Judgment, But 'tis otherwiſe 1n/the Divine Govern- 
ment: For God is 7»finitely free from any neceſlity 
of Compliance. There is no exigezcy of Govern- 
ment that requires, that any Offenders ſhould eſcape 
his Severity. Neither is there any: Juſtice above: his, 
which might exact Satisfaftion of them. + Befides, the 
Majeſty of his Laws ts more Sacred than of thoſe which 
preſerve Earthly States, and ought to be more invio- 
lable. The ſum is this, to declare God's hatred of Sin 
which 1s eſſential to his nature, to preſerve the ho- 
nour of the Law which otherwiſe would be fecurely 
deſpited, and loſe its effet, to prevent fin by keep- 
ing up in Men an holy fear to offend God, an eternal 
reſpect inthe rational Creature to Him, 'twas moſt fit 
that the preſumptuous -breach/-of .Gods 'Command 
ſhould not beaopuniſhed.. /Nowiwhen the Son of God 
was made a-Sacrifice for Sin, and by a bloody Death 
made expiation of it, the World is convinced. how 
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of 


infinitely hateful Sin is tohim, the dignity of the Law: 
1s maintained, and Sin is moſt effeCtually diſcouraged. 
There is the ſame terror, though not the. ſame rigor, 
as if all mankind had been finally condemned. Thus 
it appears how becoming God it was, to accompliſhour 
Salvation infuch a manner, that Juſtice and Mercy are re. 
vealed intheir moſt noble and eminent effefs and ope- 
rations. | | 7900 

2. The reality of the: fatisfation made to Divine 
Juſtice is next to be proved. This is the center, and 
heart of the Chriſtian Religion, from whence all vital 
and comforting influences. are derived : and for the 
opening of it, I will firſt confder the requifites in-order 
toit: which are T5 

I. The Appointment of God, whoſe Power and Will 
are to be conſidered in this tranſattion. 

1. His Power: for 'tis an a& of ſupremacy to admit 
that the fufferings of another ſhould be. effetual to re- 
deem the offender. God doth not inthis affair ſuſtain 
the Perſon of a Judge, that 1s the Miniſter of the Law, 
and cannot free the guilty by transferring the puniſh- 
ment on another ;' but is to be confidered as Gover- 
nour, who may by:pure Juriſdiction diſpenſe in the ex- 
ecution of the Law, upon thoſe conftiderations which 
fully anſwer the ends of Government. | 

TheLaw is not executed according to theLetter of it, 
for then no fianer can beſaved: but repenting Believers 
are free from condemnation. Nor is it abrogated, for 
then no obligation remains as to- the duty, or penalty 
of it : but Men are ſtill bound to obey it, and 1impeni- 
tent Infidels are ſtil] under the Curſe : The Wrath of God 
abides upon them. Bat 'tis relaxt as tothe puniſhment, 


by the merciful condeſcenſion of the Law-giver. 


Some Laws are not capable of relaxation in their 
own nature :. becauſe there 1s included moral. miquity 
in 
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in the relaxation. As the commands to love God, and 
obey Conſcience, can never loſe their binding force. 
'Tis an univerſal rule that ſuffers no exception, God 
cannot deny himſelf; therefore he-can never allow ſin; 
that directly oppoſes theperfeQtions of His Nature. Be- 
fides, ſome Laws cannot berelaxt ex hypotheſs, upon the 
account of the Divine Decree which makes them ir- 
revocable, as that all who die in their impenitency 
ſhall be damned. Now there was no expreſs ſign an- 
next to the Sanction of the original Law, to intimate, 
thatit ſhould be unalterable as to the letter of it. The 
threatning declared the deſert of Sin in the Offender, and 
the right of puniſhing in the Superiour; but 'tis ſo to 
be underſtood, asnot to fruſtrate the power of the Law- 
giver,torelax the puniſhment upon wiſe and juſt reaſons. 

The Law did neither propound, nor exclude this ex- 
pedient: for judging without paſſion againſt the Sin- 
ner, it 1s ſatisfied with the puniſhment of the Crime. 
For 'tis not the evil of the offender that is primarily de- 
figned by the Law, but the preſervation of publick or- 
der, for the honour of the Law-giver, and the benefit 
of thoſe that are ſubjects. So that the relaxing the puniſh- 
ment, asto the perſon of the Sinner, by compenſation, 
fully anſwers the mtent of the Law. 

2. Asby the right of Juriſdiftion God might relax 
the Law; and appoint a Mediatour to interpoſe by way 
of Ranſom, ſo he hath declared his will' to. accept of 
Him. The Law in ſtridneſs obliged the Sinning perſon 
to ſuffer, ſo that he might have refuſed any other Sa- 
tisfaction. Therefore the whole Work of our Redemp- 
tion 1s referred to His Will as the primary cauſe. Our 
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Saviour was ſent into the World/by the order of God : Jotr. 3. 19; 


He was ſealed, that is, authorized for that great Work 
by commiſſion from Him. He was called to His Office, 


by the woice of his Father from Heaven, Thou art my be- was. ;, 19;. 


loved. 
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him with the Holy-Ghoſt, and with Power, which (igni- 
fies as the enduing of Him with the Graces of the Spi- 
rit, ſo the inveſting Him in the dignity of Mediator, as 
Kings, Prieſts, and Prophets were. And both were ne- 
ceſlary : for his Graces without his Office are unprofi- 
table to us, and His Office without His capacity, of no 
advantage. In ſhort, the Apoſtle obſerves this as the 
peculiar excellency of the New Covenant, and the foun- 
dation of our hopes, that the Mediatour was conſtitu- 
ted by a ſolemn Oath; The Lord hath ſworn, and will 
not repent, thou art a Prieſt for ever after the order of 
Melchi ſedec. 

2, The Conſent of our Redeemer was neceſſary, that 
he might by Sufferings ſatishe for us. For being the 
Lord from Heaven, there was no Superiour Authority 
to command, or Power to compel him. 'Tis tcue, ha- 
ving become our Surety, 'twas neceſlary He ſhould be 
accountable to the Law : But the firſt undertaking was 
moſt free. When one hath entered into Bonds to pay 
the Debt of an inſolvent perſon, he mult give fatisfaCti- 
on ; but 'tis an a& of liberty and choice to make him- 
ſelf liable. Our Saviour tells us, It behoved Chriſt to 
ſuffer ; he doth not ſay that the Son of God ſhould ſut- 
fer, but that Chriſt, This Title ſignifies the ſame Per- 
ſon in ſubſtance, but not in the ſame reſpeCt and confi- 
deration. Chriſt 1s the Secoxd Perſon cloathed with 
our Nature. There was no neceſſity that obliged God 
toappoint his Son, or the Son to accept the Office of 
Mediator ; But when the Eternal Son had undertook that 
charge, and was made Chriſt, that is, aſſumed our Na- 
ture in order to redeem us, 'twas neceſſary that He 
ſhould ſuffer. 

Beſides, His Conſent was neceſſary upon another ac- 
count. For the SatisfaQtion doth not ariſe meerly ow 
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the Dignity of his Perſon, but from the Law of ſub- ©1,,0 vr7 
ſtitution, whereby He put himſelf in our ſtead, and wo gy 
voluntarily obliged Himſelt to ſuffer the Punithment 
due to us. The efficacy of his Death is by vertue of 
the Contract between the Father and Him, of which 
there could be no caufe but pure Mercy, and His vo- 
luntary Condeſcenſion. 
Now the Scripture declares the willingneſs of 
Chriſt, particularly at his entrance into the World, 
and at his Death. Upon His coming into the World, 
He begins his Life by the 7#ternal Oblation of Him- 
ſelf to his Father; Sacrifice and Offering thou didſt > 10. 6,7, 
not deſire; mine ears haſt thou opened : that is, He 
entirely reſigned himſelf to be Gods Servant, Burnt- 
Offering and Sin-Offering haſt thou not required. Ther 
7-4 I, Lo, I come, in the volume of thy book tis writ- 
ten of me, T delight to do thy will, O my God, yea thy 
Law is within my heart. He ſaw the Divine Decree, 
and embrac'd it; the Law was in his Heart, and fully 
poſleſt all his Thoughts and Aﬀections, and had a 
commanding influence upon his Life. And his Wil 
lingneſs was fully expreſt by Him, when He approacht 
to His laſt Sufferings. For although He declin'd Death 
as Man, having natural and innocent deſires of Selt- 
preſervation, yet as Mediator he readily ſubmitted to 
It. Not my Will, but thine be done, was his voice 1n 
the Garden. And this argued the compleatneſs and 
ftixedneſs of his Will, that notwithſtanding his aver- 
ſation from Death abſolutely conſidered, yet with an 
u!rbated cletion He (till choſe it as rhe means of our 
Sa;vation. No involuntary Conſtraint did force him 
to that ſubmiſſion ; But the ſole cauſes of it were his 
free Compliance with his Fathers Will, and his ten- 
der Compaſiion towards Men. He ſaith, IT have pow- yh, yo, 18. 


er to lay down my life, and power to take it up: this 
com- 
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In his Death, O- 
bedience and Sacrifice were united. The Typical Sa- 


crifices were led to the Altar, but the Lamb of God 
preſented Himſelf: *tis ſaid, He gave himpelf for us, 
to ſignifie his willingneſs in dying. Now the Freeneſs 
of our Redeemer in dying for us, qualified his Suf- 
ferings to be meritoriows. The Apoſtle tells us, that 
By the obedience of one many are made righteous: that is, 
By his voluntary Sufferings we are juſtified : for with- 
out his Conſent, his Death could not have the reſpe& 
of a puniſhment for our Sins. No Man can be com- 
pelled to pay anothers Debt, unleſs he make himſelf 
Surety for it. Briefly, The Appointment of God, and 
the Undertaking of Chriſt, to redeem us from the 
Curſe of the Law by his ſuffering it, are the Founda- 
tion of the New-Teſtament. 

3. He that interpos'd as Mediator muſt be perfett- 
ly Holy, otherwiſe he had been liable to Juſtice for 
his own Sin. And guilty Blood is impure and corrupt, 
apter to ſtain by its effuſion and ſprinkling, than to 
purge away Sin. The Apoſtle joins theſe two as in- 
ſeparable, He appeared to take away Sin, and in hin 
#s no ſim. The Prieſthood under the Law was imper- 
fect ; as for other reaſons, ſo for the ſins of the Prieſts. 
Aaron the firſt and chief of the Levitical Order, was 
guilty of groſs Idolatry, fo that Reconciliation could 
not be obtained by their Miniſtry:For how can one Cap- 
tive ranſom another, or Sin expiate Sin ? But our Me- 
diator was abſolutely innocent, without the leaſt 
tincture of Sin original, or aFual. He wasconceived in 
a miraculous manner, infinitely diſtant from all the 
impurities of the earth. That which is produced in 
an ordinary way receives its propriety from ſecond 
Cauſes, and contrafts the defilement that cleaves to 
the whole ſpecies : Whatever # born of blood, and the 


will 


in Confriving Man's Redemption, 

will of the fleſh, that is form'd of the ſubſtance of the 
Fleſh, and by the ſexſnal Appetite, 1s defiled:but though 
He was form'd of the ſubſtance of the Virgin, yet by 
yertue of an Heavenly Principle, according ' to the 
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words of the Angel to her, The Holy Ghoſt ſhall come Luke 1. 3s. 


upon thee, and the power of the Higheſt ſhall overſhadow 
thees therefore alſo that Holy thing that ſhall be born of 
thee, ſhall be called the Son of God. He came in the 


appearance ozly of ſinful fleſh. As the Brazen Serpent Rom, 8. 3. 


had the figure, and not the poiſon of the fiery Serpent. 
He was without a&xal Sin; He foil'd the Tempter in 
all his arts and methods wherewith he tried Him. He 
reſiſted the Luſt of the Fleſh, by refuſing to make the 
ſtones Bread to aſlwage his Hunger ;z and the Luſt of 
the Eyes, in deſpiling the Kingdoms of the World 
with all their Treaſuresz and the Pride of Life, when 
he would not throw him ſelf down, that by the 1ater- 
poſing of Angels for His reſcue, there might be a vi- 
fible proof that He was the Son of God. The accu(- 


er himſelf confeſt Him to be the Holy One of God : Mar. 1. 24: 


he found no corruption within Him, and could draw 
nothing out of him. FJxdas that betrayed him, and 
Pilate that condemned him , acknowledged his [nno- 
cence. He perfectly fulfill'd the Law, and did alwaies 
what pleaſed his Father. In the mid(tot his Sufferings, 
no irregular motion diſturbed his Soul, but He alwates 
expreſt the higheſt Reverence to God, and unſpeak- 
able Charity to Men. He was compared to a Lamb, 
(for his Paflion and his Patience) that quietly dies at 
the foot of the Altar. 

Beſides, We may conſider in our Mediator not on- 
ly a perfect freedom from Sin, but an impoſlibility that 
he ſhould be toucht by it. The Azgelical Nature was 
liable to follyz but the Humane Nature by its inti- 


mate and unchangeable Union with the Divine is eſta- 
Ft bliſht 
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bliſht above all poſſibility of Falling. The Deity is 
Holineſs it ſelf, and by its perſonal preſence, is a greater 
preſervative from fin, than either the viſion of God in 
Heaven, or the moſt permanent habit of Grace. Our Sa- 
viour tells ys the Sor can do nothing of himfelf, but ac- 
cording to: the pattern the Father ſets hins. Now the 
| — Holineſs of our Redeemer hath. a ſpecial ef- 

cacy in making his Death to be the expiatioa of Sin, 
as the Scripture frequently declares. For ſuch az high 
Prieſt became #4 who is holy, harmleſs, undefiled and ſe- 


2 Cor. 5. 21+ parate from ſinners. And he that knrew no fin, was made 


I Petin, 13, 


Ifa, 53,11. 


ſon for us, that we might be made the Righteouſneſs of 


God in him. We are Redeemed not with corruptible 
things,as Silver, and Gold, bat with the preciows Blood of 
Chrift as of aLamb without blemifh,and without fpot. And 
by his knowledge ſhall my righteous Servant juſtifie many. 
4. 'Twas requiſite the Mediator thould be God and 
Man. He muſt aſſume the nature of Man, that hemight 
beput in his ſtead in order to make ſatisfaction for ham. 


He was to be our repreſematrve, therefore ſuch a con- 


junction between us muſt be, that God might eſteem 
all his People to ſuffer in him. By the Law of Zſraet 
the right of Redemption belonged to him that was 
next 1n blood : Now Chriſt took the Seed of Abraham, 
the original clement of our nature, that having a right 
of Propriety in us as God, He might have aright of 
Propinquity as Man. He was allied to all Men, as Men: 


that His ſufferings might be univerſally beneficial. And 


He muſt be God :. 'tis not his Innocency only, or De- 
putation, but the Dignity of his Perſon. that qualifies 
tm tobe anall-ſufficient Sacrifice for Sin, ſo that God 
may diſpenſe pardon, in a way that is honourable to 
Juittce. For Juſtice requires a proportion between the 
Pumſhment and the Crime : and that receives its quality 
fom the dignity of the perſon offended. Now = 

the 
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the Majeſty of God is infinite againſt whom fin is com- Chap. XIl. 
mitted, the guilt of it can never beexpiated but by an LV Nl 


infinite Satisfaction. There is no name nnder Heaver, 


nor in Heaven that could fave us, but the Son of God, AR. 4-12. 


who being equal to Him in greatneſs, became Man. 

If there had been ſuch compaſſion in the Angels as to 
have inclined them to interpoſe between Juſtice and 
us, they had not been qualified for that Work : not on- 
ly upon the account of their different nature, ſo that by 
ſubſtitution they could not fatisfie for us; nor that be- 
ing immaterial ſubſtances, they axe exempted from 
the dominion of death, which was the puniſhment de- 
nounc'd againſt the ſinner, and to which his Surety muſt 
be ſubjected : but principally that being finite Crea- 
tures they are incaple to atone an incenſed God. Who 
among all their glorious Orders durſt appear before ſo 
conſuminga fire? who could have been an Altar where- 
on to ſanctifie a Sacrifice to Divine Juſtice > No meer 
Creature how worthy ſo ever could propitiate the ſu- 
preme Majeſty when juſtly provoked. Our Redeem- 
er was. to ,be the Lord of Angels. The- Apoſtle 
tells us that it pleaſed the Father that in him all fulnefs 
ſoould dwell. This reſpe&s not his original Nature, but 
his Office, and the reaſon of it is, to reconcile by the 
blood of the Creſs, things in Heaven and in the Earth. 
From the greatneſs of the Work we may inter the qua- 
lity of the means, and from the quality of the means, 
the Nature of the Perſon that is to perform it. Peace 
with God who was provoked by our Rebellion, conld 
only be made by an infinite Sacrifice. Now in Chriſt 
the Deity it ſelf, not its influences, and the fulne(s of it, 
not any particular perfe&ion only, dwelt really and 
ſubſtantially. God was preſent inthe Ark in a thadow, 
and repreſentation z He is preſent in nature by his ſu- 
{taining Power, and in his Saints by ſpecial fayour, m 
e £9 the 


F 
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Chan.X1I1. the eminent effects, the Graces and Comforts that pro. 
W—_ ceed from it; but he'is preſent in Chriſt in a ſingular 
and tranſcendent manner. The Humanity 1s related 
tothe Word not only as a Creature to the Author of 
its being, for in this regard it hath an equal reſpect to 
all the perſons, but by a peculiar conjunction : for 'tis 
aQtuated by the ſame ſubſiſtence as the Divine Eſſence 
is in the Son, but with this difference, the one is volun- 
tary, the other neceſſary ; the one is eſpouſed by Love, 

the other received by Nature. | 
Now from this intimate Union, there is a communi- 
cation of the ſpecial qualities of both natures to the 
Perſon of Chriſt: Man 1s exalted to be the Son of God, 
and the Word abaſed tobe the Son of Man. As by reaſon 
of the vital Union between the Soul and Body, the eſ- 
ſential parts of Man, 'tis truly ſaid that he.is rational 
in reſpeCt of his Soul, and mortal in reſpeC of his body, 
This Union derives an infinite merit to the obedience 
of Chriſt. For the humane nature having its comple- 
ment from the Divine Perſon, 'tis not thenature ſimply 
conſidered, but the perſon that is the Fountain of a&t- 
ons. To illuſtrate this by an inſtance: the:civil Law 
determines that a Tree tranſplanted from one Soil to 
Plantataz another, and taking Root there, belongs to the owner 
conſira ut ſolo of that ground; in regard that receiving nouriſhment 
cedant <"” from a new Earth, it becomes asit were another Tree, 
cujus ratio eft though there be the ſame individual Root, the ſame 
; mmyg nn ſ and the ſame Soul of vegetation as before. Thus 
dejur. Bell, & the humane nature taken from the common maſs of 
Pac. Mankind, and tranſplanted by perſonal Union into the 
Divine, is to bereckoned as 1ntirely belonging to the 
Divine, and the actions proceeding from it are not 
meerly humane, but are raiſed above their natural worth, 
and become meritorious. One hour of Chriſts Life 
glorified God. more, than an everlaſting duration ſpent 


by 
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by Angels and Men 1n the praiſes of him. Forthe moſt Chap XIE. 
perfe&t Creatures are limited, and finite, and their fer- yay 
vices cannot fully correſpond with the Majeſty of God ; 
but when the Word was made Fleſh, and entered into a 
new ſtate of ſubjeCction, he glorified God in a Divine 
manner and moſt worthy of him. He that comes fron joy, 21, 
above, is above all. The allſufficiency of his Satisfa&ti- ” 
on ariſes from hence, He that was in the form of God, Phil. 2.6. 
and thought it norobbery to be equal with God ; that is, 
in the truth of the Divine Nature was equal with the 
Father, and without facriledge, or uſurpation poſleſt 
Divine Honour, he became obedient to the Death of the 1 Cor. 2.8. 
Croſs. The Lord of Glory was Crucified. We are pur- 
chaſed by the Blood of God. And the Blood of Jeſus a8. 10, 28, 
Chriſt his Son cleanſeth ws from all Six. The Divine 
Nature gives it an infinite andeverlaſting efficacy. 

And 'tis obſervable, that the Socinians, the declared 
enemies of his Eternity,conſentaneouſly to their firſt im- 
pious error, deny his Satisfaction. For if Jeſus Chriſt 
were but a titular God, his Sufferings how deep ſoever, 
had been inſufficient to expiate our offence: in His 
Death He had been only a Martyr, not a Mediator. 
For no Satisfaction can be made to Divine Juſtice, but 
by ſuffering that which is equivalent to the guilt of Sin, 
which as 'tis inconceivably great, ſuch muſt the Satis- 


faction be. 


CHAP. XIIL 


Divine Juſtice is declared and glorified in the Death of 
Chriſt. The threefold account the Scripture gives of it- 
As a Puniſhment z»fliFed for Sin, 2s a Price to redeem: 
#5 from Hell, as @ Sacrifice to reconcile #s to God. 
Man was Capitally gxilty. * Chriſt with the allowance 


of 
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of God interpoſes as his Surety. His Death was ix- 
fliFed on him by the Supreme Judge. The impullive 
Cauſe of it was Sin. His Sutterings were equivalent 
to the Sentence of the Law. The EffeCt of theme is our 
Freedom. Ar Anſwer to the Objettion, That 'tis 2 
violation of Juſtice to transfer the Puniſhment from 
the guilty #0 the innocent. The Death of Chriſt 75 the 
Price that redeems from Hell. This ſingular effe@ o 
his Death diſtinguiſhes it from the death of the 
Martyrs. Az Anſwer #o the Objeftions. How could 


'God receive this Price, ſince he gave his Son to that 


Death which redeems wa And how oxr Redeemer, 


ſuppoſing him God, can make Satisfation to Himſelf 2 


The Death of Chriſt repreſented as a Sacrifice. The 
Expiatory Sacrifices nnder the Law were ſubſtituted 
in the place of guilty Men. The EfteQs of tham au- 
ſwerable to their threefold reſpe#, to God, Sin and 
Men : The Atonement of Anger, the Expiation of 
Sin, and Freedom froze Puniſhment. AY ſorts of Pla- 
catory Sacrifices are referr'd to Chriſt, and the effects 
of them in a ſublime and perfet manner. No prejudice 
to the Freeneſs and Greatneſs of God's Love, that 
Chriſt by hzs Death reconciled Him to men. 


H Aving premiſed theſe things, I ſhall now prove that 


the Divine Faſtice 1s really declar'd and glorified 


in the obedient Sufferings of Chriſt. For the open- 
ing this point, 'tis neceſſary to confider the account the 
Scripture gives of his Death 3 which is threefold : 


I. Tis repreſented under the relation of a Puniſh- 


ment inflicted on him for Sin, and the efe& of it is Sa 
tisfaction to the Law. - 


2. As a Price to redeem us from Hell. 
3- Under the notion of a Sacrifice to reconcile God 


to Sinners. I; es 


\ | Firſt. 
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Firſt. As a Puniſhment inflicted on him for Sin. This Chap. XII. | 
will appear by gonſidering, WIYWNY 
I. That Man by his Rebellion againſt God was capz- 
tally guilty : He (ſtood ſentenced by the Law to Death. 

2, Chriſt with the allowance-of the Supreme Judg, 
interpoſed as our Surety, and in thatrelation was made 
liable to Puniſhment. Sins are by reſemblance called 
Debts. As a Debt obliges the Debtor to payment, 
ſo Sin doth the Sinner to Puniſhment. And as the 
Creditor hath a right to exact the Payment from the 
Debtor, ſo God hatha right to iaflict Puniſhment on via. Dy. $:©1- 
the guilty. But with this difference, the Creditor by wr, wes 
the meer (ignification of his will may diſcharge the dan.. 
Debtor, for he hath an abſolute power over his eſtate : hath vindica- 
whereas publick Juſtice is concern'd in the Puniſhment 7%." = 
of the guilty. This is evident by many inſtances. For risfaRion, 
tis not ſufficient that a Criminal ſatisfie his Adverſary, #9 'he or 
unleſs the Prince, who is the Guardian of the Laws, Crellius, 
give him Pardon. The intereſt of a private Perſon, 
who hath received an injury, is ſo diſtin& from that 
of the State, that ſometimes the injured party ſolicites 
the Pardon-of the offender without ſucceſs. Which 
thews, that priacipally 'tis not to ſatisfie the particular 
perſon, that the Crime is puniſh'd, but to fatishe the 
Law, and prevent future Diſorders. 

Now our Debt was not pecuniary but peral: And 
as in civil Caſes, where one becomes Surety for an-- 
other, he is obliged to pay the Debt, for in the eſt- 
»ate of the Law they are but one perſon 3 So the Lord Heb. 9: 22-. 
Jeſus Chriſt entring into this relation, He ſuſtained 
the perſon of Sinners, and became judicially one with 
them, and: according to the order of Juſtice, was li-- 
able to ther Puniſhment. The diſpleaſure of God 
was primarily and direQly againſt the Sinner, but the 
effects of it fell upon Chriſt, who undertook. for un 
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Ch NIL. The Apsſile tells us, That when the Fulneſs of time 
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Col, 2: 144 


As 2, 23» 


La. 53. 6. 


came, God ſent his Son, made under the Law, that he 
might redeem them that were under the Law. He took 
our Nature and Condition : He was made under the 
Law Moral and Ceremonial. The dire&ive part of the 
Moral Law He fulfilled by the Innocency of his Life; 
the pezalty he ſatisfied as our Surety, being under an Ob- 
ligation to ſave us. And he appeared as a Sinner in his 
ubjeftion to the Law of Moſes. That Hand-writing 
was agdinſt ws; He therefore enter'd into the Bond that 
we had forfeited. In his Circumciſion He ſigned it 
with thoſe drops of Blood, which were an earneſt of 
his ſhedding the reſt on the Croſs. For whoſoever was 
Circumciſed, became a Debtor to the whole Law. And 
we_may obſerve, 'tis ſaid, That as Moſes lifted up 
the brazen Serpent, ſo the Law of which A/ſes was 
a type and Miniſter, lifted up the Aeſſeah on the 
Crols. 

3. The Scripture is very clear and expreſs in ſettin 
down the part that God had in the Sufferings of Chrill 
as Supreme Judg, the impulſive cauſe that moved Him, 
their proportion to the Puniſhment of the Law, and 
the efleR of them for our Deliverance. He was deli- 
vered by the determinate counſel and foreknowledg of 
God. All the various and vicious ations of men, were 
over-ruled by his Providence : The falſneſs of Judas, 
the fearfulneſs of Pzlate, and the malice of the Fews 
were ſubſervient to Gods eternal deſign. And as He 
wills not the Death of a Sinner, much leſs of his Sbn, 
but for moſt weighty Reaſons: theſe are declared by 
the Prophet, 4 -we like ſheep have gone aſtray, and 
turned every one to his own waies: Our Errours were 
different, but the iſſue was the ſame, that is, Eternal 
Death : And the Lord laid on him the iniquity of ws all: 
that is, the Puniſhment of our Iniquities. His Suf- 
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ferings had ſuch a reſpect to Sin, as included the impu- G,"7rr 
tation of it. 'Twas an adt of Sovereignty in God to C,pSA 
appoint Chriſt as Man to be our Surety, but an aft of 
Juſtice to inflict the puniſhment, when Chriſt had un- 
dertaken for us. 'Tis ſaid, He hath born onr griefs, 
and carried our ſorrows. The expreſlions are compre- 
henſive of all the Miſertes of his Life, eſpecially his 
laſt Sufferings. The Hebrew words Naſa, and Sabal py 
fignifie ſuch a taking away, as 1s by laying upon one 220 
who bears it from us. And thus it is interpreted by Primum de- 
St. Peter, He himſelf bare our | a in bis own Body on "ga iplum 
the tree. This neceſlarily implies the derivation of our di onus in hu- 
guilt to him, and the conſequent of it, the transferring EY ns 
of our puniſhment. Thoſe words are full and preg- nem java 
nant to the ſame purpoſe : He was wounded for our impoſiti. 
tranſereſſions, he was- bruiſed for our Iniquities, the Ila. 53.5; 
chaſtiſement of our peace was on him, and with his 
ſtripes we are healed. Where the meritorious cauſe of 
his Sufferings is ſet down, as appears by the connexion 
of the words with the former. The Jews thought hin 
ſtricken, ſmitten of God, and affiifed; that 1s, juſtly 
puniſht, for Blaſphemy, and uſurping Divine Honour. 
In oppoſition to this conceit 'tis added, But he was 
wounded for our tranſgreſſrons. This the Apoſtle ex- 
preſly telleth us, when he declares that Chriſt died for 
Our S1ns. | 

This will appear more fully, by conſidering what the 
deſert of Sin is, By our Rebellion we made the forfei- 
ture of Soul and Body to Divine Juſtice: Death, both 
the firſt and the ſecond, was the Sentence of the Law. 
Now the Sufferings of Chriſt were anſwerable to this 
Puniſhment. The Death which the Law threatned for 
Sin, was to be accompanied with Diſhonour and Pain. 
And he ſuffered the Death of the Croſs1n which the e- 
qual extremitys of 1 4 - and torment were joyn'd. 
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A ſpecial curſe was annext to it, not only in reſpedt of 


the Judgment of Men, before whom a Crucitied perſon 
was made a Spectacle of publick Vengeance for his 
Crimes, but in reſpect of Gods declaration concerning 
it. The Jews were commanded that none ſhould hang on a 
Tree longer than the Evening; leſt the Holy Land ſhould 
be profaned by that, which was an expreſs mark of 
Gods Curſe. Now the legal Curſe was a Typical ſigni- 


| fication of the real, thatſhould be ſuffered by our Re- 


deemer. Beſides, his Death was attended with exqui- 
fite pains: he ſuffer'd variety of torments, by the ſcour- 
ges, the thorns, the nails, that pierc'd his Hands and 
Feet, the leaſt vita], but moſt ſenſible parts. He re- 
fuſed the Wine mix'd with Myrrh, that was given to 
ſtupific the ſenfes : for the defign of his Paflion re- 
quir'd, that he ſhould havethe quickeſt ſenſe of his Sut- 
ferings, which were the Puniſhment of Sin. And his 
inward Sorrows were equivalent to the pains of loſs and 
ſenſe that are due to Sinners. *Tis true, there are cir- 
eumſtances in the Sufferings of the damn'd,as Blaſphemy, 
Rage, Impotent'fierceneſs of mind, which are not-ap- 
pointed by the Law, but are'accidental ariſing from the 
perverineſs of their Spirits : For the pumifhment of the 
Law is a Phyſical evil, but theſe are Moral: and that 
puniſhment 1s inflicted by the Judge, but theſe are on- 
Iy from the guilty Sufferers : Now to theſe he was not 
poſtibly table. Beſides, the Death that the Sinner 
ought to Suffer is Eternal, attended with deſpair, and 
the intolerable anguiſh of Conſcience. Now our Re- 
deemer having no rea] Guilt, was not lrable tothe worm 
of Conſcience, and his temporary ſufferings were equi- 
valent to the Eternal, 'upon the account of his Divine 
Perſon, ſo that he was not capable of Deſpair. But 
be endur'd the unknown terrours of the ſecond Death, 
{o faras'was conſiftent with the” PerfeQtion of his Na- 
| ture, 
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ture. The anguiſh of his Soul wasnot meerly from ſym- Ch, XIII. 
pathy with his Body, but immediately from Divine Dif- [5 N 
pleaſure. Tt pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe hizz « this prin- Ia. 53: 10+ 


cipally reſpects the Impreflions of Wrath made upon his 


inward Man. Had the Cup he fear'd been only Death, - 


with the bitter ingredients of diſhonour and pain, many 
have drank it with more appearing reſolution. The 
Martyrs endured more cruel torments without com- 
plaintz nay 1n their ſharpeſt conflicts have expreſt a tri- 
umphant joy. Whereas our Redeemer was under all 
the innocent degrees of fear and ſorrow at the approach 
of his Sufterings. From whence was the difference ? 
Had Chriſt leſs Courage 2 He was the Fountain of their 
Fortitude: the difference was not in the diſpoſition of 
the Patients, but 1n the nature of the Sufferings. He 
endured that which is infinitely more terrible than all 
outward rorments. The Light of Joy that always ſhi- 
ned in his Soul, a ſweet Image of Heaven, was then to- 
tally eclips'd. God, the Fountain of Compaſſion, re- 
{train'd himſelf; his Father appear'd a ſevere inexorable 
Judge, and dealt with him not as his Son, but our Sure- 
ty. Under all the Cruelties exercis'd by men, the Lamb 


of God open'd not his mouth, but when the Father of 


Mercies, and the God of all Conſolations forlook him, 
then he broke forth into a mournful complaint. Now 
by this account of Chriſts Sufferings from Scripture; 
11s evident, they were truly penal; for they were in- 
flicted for Sin, by the Supreme Judge, and were cqui- 
yalent to the Sentence of the Law. And the benefit we 
receive upon their account, - proves that they are fatis- 
faction to Divine Juſtice, for we are exempted from 


Puniſhment, by his Submiſſion to it. He freed as from Gal. z. 13. 
the Curſe of the Law, being made a Curſe for us. The 1a. 53. 5: 


Chaſtiſement of our Peace was upon him, by whoſe ſtripes 
we are healed. So that his Death being the Meritorious 
Go 2 Caule 
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Canſe of freeing the Guilty, is properly $2tisfaFior. 

Before I proceed to the ſecond Conſideration of 
Chriſts Death, FT will briefly anſwer the Objedttion of 
the Socinians, viz. That 'tisa Violation of Juſtice to 
transfer the Puniſhment from one to another, ſo that 
the Righteous God could not Puniſh his innocent Son 
for our Sins. Now to ſhow the invalidity of this Pre. 
tence we muſt conſider, 

x. That Juſtice is not an irregular appetite of Ven- 
geance nmr lm Hatred that cannot be ſatisfied but 
with the DeftruGion of the Guilty. It preſerves Right 
with pure Aﬀections, and is content when the Injury is 
repair'd, from whomſoever ſatisfaftion comes. 

2. Thoughan innocent perſon can't fuffer as innocent 
without Injuſtice, yet he may voluntarily contra& an 
Obligation, which will expoſe him to deſerved ſuffer- 
ings. The Wiſdom and Juſtice of all Nations agree in 
puniſhing one for anothers fault, where conſent is pre- 
ceeding, as in the caſe of Hoſtages. And although 
it is Efſential to the Nature of Puniſhment to- be 1n- 
flicted for Sin, yet not on the Perſon of theSinner : for 
3x ConſpeFu fori, the Sinner and Surety are one, 

3. That exchange is not allowed in Criminal Cauſes 
where the Guilty ought to ſufter in Perfon, 'tis not from 
any Injuſtice in the Nature of the thing, for then it. 
would not be allowed in Civil; but there are ſpecial 
Reaſons why an Innocent Perſon is not ordinarily ad- 
mitted to ſuffer for an offender. 

I. No man hath abſolute Power over his own life. 
"Tisa depoſitum conſigned to him for a time, and muſt 
be preſerv'd till God, or the Publick good, calls for it. 

2. The Publick would ſuffer prejudice by the loſs of 
a good Subject. Therefore the Rule of the Law is juſt, 
Now auditur perire volens. The deſire of one that de- 
votes himſelt to ruine is not to be heard. And'the 
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ilty perſon who 1s ſpared might grow worſe by im- FT IT. 
Sake and cauſe great diforders by bis evil mer Lo _ 
But theſe conſiderations are of no force in the caſe of 
our Saviour: For, . | 

1. He had full power todiſpoſe of his life: 7 have 
power to lay it down, and T have power to take it again : Joh. ro. 18. 
this Commandment have T received of my Father: He 
declares his power as God, that his lite intirely depend- 
ed on his will, to preſerve it, or part with it: and his 
ſubjeftion as Mediator to the order of his Father. 

2. Our Saviour could not finally Periſh. *Twas not 
poſſible he ſhould be held wnder the power of Death. AR. 2.24 
Otherwiſe it had beenagain(t the Laws of reafon, that 
the precious ſhould for ever ſuffer for the vile. Better 
ten thouſand Worlds had been loſt, than that the Holy 
'One of God fhould periſh. He ſaved us through his Sut- 
ferings, though as by fire : and had a glorious reward 
in the iſſue, | 

3. There 1s an infinite good redounds from his Suffe- 
rings: for Sinners are exempted from Death, and the 
preſervation of the guilty is for the glory of Gods go- 
vernment : for thoſe who are redeemed by his Death, 
are renewed by his Spirit. He covers their fins, that 
he may cure them. He is made Righteouſneſs and S4n- 1 Cor. 1. 30. 
Fification to his People. The ſerious beliet that Chriſt 
by dying hath reſcued us from Hell, produces a ſuper- 
lative Love to him, an ingenuous and grateful fear leſt 
we ſhould offend Him, an ambition to pleaſe Him in 
all things ;* briefly, Univerſal Obedience to his Will, 
as its moſt natural and neceſlary effe&. So that in Jay- 
ing the puniſhment on Chriſt, under which: Mankind 
wult have ſunk for ever, there is nothing again(t Juſtice. 

2. TheDeath of Chriſt is the price which redecms 
ns' from our woful Captivity. Mankind was fallen un- 
der the dominion of Satan and Death, and _— not 
ODEtAto 
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Ch. X11. obtain freedom by eſcape, or meer power. For by the. 
YN order of Divine Juſtice we were detained Priſoners; 


Col, 1.14. 


41 Tim. 2, 6. 


Mat. 20. 28, 
AuT2gv ayvi 


WONG? » 


Luke 11.12. 
«vTi i, 990 


T1112 


«vTi "HewNss 
Mat, 17. 27» 


Rey. 5. 9. 


So that till God the Supreme Judge is ſatisfied, there 
can be no diſcharge. Now the Lord Chriſt hath pro- 
cured our deliverance by his Death according to the te- 
ſtimony of the Apoſtle, We have Redemption through his 
Blood, even the forgiveneſs of ſins. His Blood 1s con- 
gruoully called 2 price, becauſe in conſideration of it 
our Freedom is purchaſed. He is our Redeemer by 
Ranſom; He gave himſelf 4 Ranſom for all : and that 
f2mhies the price paid for the freeing of a Captive. The 
word uſed by the Apoſtle, eyriavrgor, hath a ſpecial Em- 
phaſes, it ſignifies an exchange of conditions with us, 
theredeeming us from Death, by dying for us. Asthe 
&r7i-Lvuxer, Who devoted themſelves to Death, for the 
reſcuing of others. Our Saviour told his Diſciples that 
the Son of Man came to give his Life aran ſom for ma- 
2y : 6r7i(ignifies a commutation or exchange, with re- 
ſpect of things, or perſons: Thus we are commanded 
to render to none Evzl for evil : And if a Son ask of his 
Father a Fiſh, will he give him a Serpent for a Fiſh £ 
When *tis uſed in reſpec of perſons, 1t imports a ſub- 
ſtitution in anothers place. Archelaws reigned inſtead 
of his Father Herod : -and Peter paid tribute for Chriſt, 
thatis, repreſenting Him. The efte&t therefore of our 
Saviours words, that He gave his Life a Ranſome for 
many, 1s evidently this, that he dy'd in their ſtead; 
and his Life as a price intervened to obtain their Re- 
demption. *Tis for this Reaſon the Glonified Saints 
ſung a Hymn of praiſe to the Divine Lamb, ſaying, 
Thou art worthy for thou waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed us 
to God by thy Blood. This fingular and bleſſed effect 
of Chriſts Death, diſtinguiſhes it from the Death of 
the moſt Excellent Martyrs. If he had dyed only for 
the Confirmation of the Goſpe), or to exhibit to us a 
Pattern 
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Pattern of Suffering Graces, what were there peculiar G;, XII 


and extraordinary in his Death ? How can it be ſaid ( py yz 


that he was Crucified for us alone? For the 'Martyrs 1 Cor. 1, 13. 


Sealed the Truth with their Blood, and left admi- 
rable Examples of Love to God, of Zeal for his Glo- 
ry, of patience under Torments, and of Compaſſion to 
their Perſecutors : yet it were intolerable Blaſphemy 


to ſay that they redeem'd us by their Death. 


And 'tis 


obſervable, when the Death of Chriſt is propounded 
in Scripture as a Pattern of Patience, 'tis with a ſpecial 
Circumſtance that diſtinguiſhes it from all others. Chri/# 


ſuffered for as, leaving us an Example that we ſhould 1 Per1.19,:4, 


follow his ſteps : who his own felf bare our Sins in his 
own Body on the Tree: by whoſe ſtripes ye were healed. 
The truth is, if the foleend of Chriſts Death were to 
induce Men to believe His Promiles, and to imitate His 
Graces, there had been no ſuch neceſlity of it: for the 
Miracles he did, had been ſufficient to confirm the 
Golpel, yet Remiſſion of Sins 1s never attributed to 
them : and the miſeries he Sutfered during the courſe 
of his Life, had been ſufficient to inſtru us how to 
behave our ſelves under Indignittes and Perſecutions : 
and at the laſt he might have given as fulla Teſtimony 
to the Truth of his Dofrine by his deſcent from the 
Crols as by dying for us. But no lower price-than his 
Blood could make Compenſation to the Law, and fatil- 
faction to God ; 'and to deny this, is to Rob himof the 
Glory of his Death, and to deſtroy all our Comfort. 
'Tis objected by thoſe whonullifie the Myſtery of the 
Croſs of the Lord Jeſus; How could God receive this 
Price, fince he gave up his Son to that Death which Re- 
deems us? And how can our Redeemer, ſuppoſing him 
God, make fſatisfaftion to himſelf? To this I anſwer. 


7. The infinite Goodneſs of God in givin 
deemer, doth not deyeſt him of the Office 0 


f 


our Re- 


Supreme 


Judge, 
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——J;575 Judge, nor prejudice his examining of the Cauſe ac- 
wo cording to vw Soveraign Juriſdiction, and his receiving 
a Ranſom to preſerve the Rights of Juſtice inviolable. 

There is an eminent inſtance of this in Zeleucey, the 

Prince of the Locrians; who paſt a Law that Adul. 

terers ſhould loſe both their cyes : and when his Son 
was convicted of that Crime, the people who reſpected 

him for his Excellent Vertues, out of pity to him, in- 

Pid. F'lm terceded for the Offender. Zalexcas in a Conflit be- 
CES tween Zeal for Juſtice, and Aﬀection to his Son, took 
but one Eye from him,and parted-with one ofhis own to 

ſatisfe the Law. And thus he paid and received the 
Puniſhment: he paid itas a Father, andreceived it as the 
Conſervator of publick Juſtice. Thus when guilty 

Mankind in its Poverty could not pay the Forfeiture to 

the Law, God the Father of Mercies was pleaſed to 

give it from the Treaſures of his Love; that is, the 

Blood of his Son for our Ranſom. And this he receives 

from the Hand of Chriſt, offer'd upon the Crofs, as 

the Supreme Judge, and declares it fully valuable, and 

the Rights of Juſtice to be truly performed. 

2. It is not inconſiſtent with Reaſon, that the Son of 

God cloathed with our Nature, ſhould by his Death 

make Satisfaction to the Deity, and therefore to him- 

ſel In the according of two Parties, a perſon that 

belongs to one of them, may interpoſe for Reconcilia- 

tion, provided that he deveſts his own Intereſt,” and 

leaves it with the Party from whom he comes. Thus 

when the Senate of Rowe, and the People were in dil- 

Menenivs as ſenſion, one of the Senators truſted his own Concern- 
gippa, £i% ment with the Council, of which he was a Member, 
— .and mediated between the Parties to reconcile them. 
Thus when the Father and the Son both poſleſt of the 
Imperial Power, have been offended by Rebellious 
Subjects, 'tis not xnconvyenient that the Son interpoſe 


2$S 
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2s a Mediator, to reſtore them to the Favour of the 
Prince. And by this he recorictles them to himſelf, 
and procures them Pardon of an Offence, by which 
his own Majeſty was violated. This he doth as Me- 
diator, not as a Party concern'd. Now this is a fit 
Illuſtration of the Great Work of our Redemption, 
ſo far as Humane things can repreſent Divine. For all 
the Perſons of the Glorious Trinity were equally pro- 
vok'd by our Sin; and to obtain our Pardon the Son 
with the conſent of the Father depoſits his Intereſt in- 
to his Hands, and as a Mediator intervenes between 
us and him, who in this Tranſaction is the Depofitary 
of the Rights of Heaven, and' having performed what 
Juſtice required, he reconciled the World to God, that 
1s, to the Father, Himſelf. and the Eternal Spirit. In 
this Cauſe his Perſon is the fame, but his Quality. is 
different : he made Satisfaction as 'Mediator and re- 
ceiv'd it as God. 'Tis in this ſenſe that the Apoſtle faith, 
We have an Advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt 
the riehteows : Not to exclude the-other Perſons, but 
in regard'the Father as the Firft Perſon is the ProteQor 
of Juſtice, our Mediator in appeaſing-Him appeaſes the 
other al. © | 

3. The Death of Chriſt is repreſented under the no- 
tion of a Sacrifice offer'd up to.God. For the more 
full underſtanding'/of this, we muſt conſider that Sa- 
crifices were of -two kinds, | | 

I. Some were Ewchariſtical : They are called Peace- 
offerings, by which 'the Sacrificer acknowledged the 
Bounty of' God, and his own unworthineſs,' and-ren- 
dered Praiſe (for 'a' favour: received,i and: defired? the 
DivineBlefling, ©! © ' 1-94 2 ap 05 0 nncgs 3 
' -2, Expiatory: The Sin-offerings-for the averting of 
Gods wrath. The Inſtitution of them was upon a doxble 
[-1V? I, That 
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Ex0. 29. 10, 
Lev. 1, 4+ 
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I. That Man is a {inner, and therefore obnoxious 
to: the juſt indignation and extreme diſpleaſure of the 
Holy and Righteous God, 2. That God was to be 
propitiated, that he might pardon them. Theſe Truths 
are engravyenin the natural Conſciences of Men, as ap- 
pears by the pretended Expiations of ſin among the 
Heathens : But are more clearly reveal'd ia the Scrip- 
tyre. Under the Law without. the eff#ſjoz of Blood 
there was no Remiſſion; To \ignifie, that God would 
not forgive Sin without the atonement of Juſtice, 
which required the Death of the Offender ; but 1t be- 
ing tempered with Mercy, accepted a Sacrifice 1 his 
ſtead. And that there was a Subſtitution of the Beaſt 
in the place of the guilty Offender, appears by the Law 
concerning Sacrifices. 1. None were inſtituted for Ca- 
pitat Offences, as Murder, Idolatry, Adultery, &. 
becauſe the Sinner himſelf was to be cut off: But for 
ether $ixs, which although in ſtriftneſs they deſerved 
Death, yet God who was the King of 1jrael, was pleal- 
ed to remit the Forfeiture, and to accept. the life of 
the Sacrifice for the Life.of the 8iwer., 2, The guilty 
Perſon was to offer a clean Beaſt of his own-; to fignthe 
the Surrogation of it in his ſtead. For in th@relation 
of a pofleſſor he had a dominion over it, to apply it 
to thatuſe.. 3. The:Pnieſt, or the perſon that ofter'd, 
was to-lay his hands on the head: of the; Sacrifice, there: 
by Conſecrating it to God,.j and Devoting it in bis 
ſtead to bear the punjſhment, :For this reaſon 'twas cal- 
led a Sir, and'a Carſe. 4. The Confeſſion of Sin 
by the.People, or the Prieſt, a9-in the, day of Atove- 
ment;-ſignified that tbegvilt-of alt met on the Sacrifice 
for Expiation. $5. The Blood was to beſhed wherein 
the vz#4l Spirits are, an expreſs repreſentation what the 
Singer deferyed : and that it was accepted for his Lite. 
6. Laſtly, The deprecating of God's Anger was joy 56 

| gh wit 
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with the Sacrifice. As when a Man was (lain, and the Ch, X11. 
Murderer was not found; the Elders of the City next CHW ND 
to the dead Body, were to kill an Heifer in a Vally, 
and to pray that innocent Blood might not be laid to 
their charge : otherwife the Land couldnot be cleanſed 
from the guilt of Blood, but by the Blood of the 
Murtherer. ; 

2. The Efe&Fs of theſe Sacrifices declare their na- Thy efe#s 
ture: And they are anfwerable to their threefold re- do x 
ſpect, to God, to Sin, to Man. To-God, that his ten with 
Anger might be appealed 3 to Sin, that the fault might 5 Hebrews, 
be expiated; to Man, that the guilty perſon might ob- _— 
tain Pardon, and Freedom from Puniſhment. Thus outs, 4Toau- 
when a Sacrifice was duly offered, 'tis ſaid to be of Po  —— 
ſweet ſavour unto the Lord, and to atone him, Lev. I. Lev. 4.20,25, 
17. and the Remiflion of Sins, with the Releaſe of the 3'» 35: 
Sinner followed ; The Prieſt ſhall expiate #t, that is de- 
claratively, and it ſhall be forgiven him. Now there 
was a double Guilt contracted by thoſe that were under 
the 2oſzical Diſpenſation. 

1. Typical, From the breach of a Ceremonial Con- 
ſtitutton, which had no relation to Morality. Such 
were natural Pollutions, accidental Diſeaſes, the touch- 
ing of a dead Body, ec. which wereeſteemed vicious 
according to the Law, and the Defiled were excluded 
from Sacred and Civil Society, Now theſe Impurities, 
confidered in themſelves, deſerved no puniſhment. For 
involuntary and inevitable Infirmities, and corporeal 
things, which do not infect the inward man, are the 
marks of our abject and weak ſtate, but are not in 
themſelves finful, Therefore Ceremonial Guilt was 
expiated by a Ceremonial Offering. For 'tis accord- 
ing to the nature of things, that Obligations ſhould 
be diffolved by the ſame means, by which they are con- 
tracted. - As therefore thofe Pollutions were pena! 

H h 2 merely 
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Ch. X11. merely by the poſtive Will of God ; So, (the exerciſe 
nf of his Supreme Right being tempered with Wiſdome 


and Equity,) he ordained that the guilt ſhould be abo- 
liſht by a Sacrifice, and that they ſhould be fully re- 
ſtored to their former-Priviledges. Thus the Apoſtle 
tells us, that the Blood of thoſe Sacrifices San#ifies to 


' the purifying of the fleſh, that 1s, communicated a legal 


Purity to the Offerers, and conſequently a right to ap- 
proach the holy Place. Now the reaſon of theſe Inſti- 
tutions was, that the /egal Impurity might repreſent 
the true defilements of Sin, and the Expiatory Sacri- 
fices prefigure that great and admirable Oblation, which 
ſhould purge away all Sin. 

2. A real Guilt which reſpeds the Conſcience, and 
was contraGed from the breach of the Aroral Law, and 
ſubjefed the Offender to Death Temporaland Eternal. 
This could not be purged away by thoſe -Sacrifices. 
For how is it poſſible the Blood of a Beaſt ſhould cleanſe 
the Soul of a Man, or content the Juſtice of an of- 
tended God? Nay on the contrary they reviv'd the 
guilt of Sin, and reinforced the rigour of the Law, and 


' werea publick profeſſion of the Miſery of Men : For 


Levit, c. 

Vid. V:fhum 
conra Raven- 
Jperg. c. 24+ 


this reaſon the Law 1s called #he ang 7. of Death, 
As the Moral contained a declaration of our guilt, and 
Gods right to puniſh, fo all the parts of the Ceremo- 
ial were either arguments and convictions of Sin, or 
images of the lk due for them. But as they 
had a relation to Chriſt who was their Complement, ſo 
they ſignified the expiation of moral guilt by his Sacri- 
fice, and freed the Sinner from that temporal Death to 
which he was liable; as a Repreſentative of our freedom 
from Eternal Death by the Blood of the. Croſs. This 
will appear more clearly by conſidering, 1. That all 
kinds of placatory Sacrifices are referred to Chriſt in the 
New Tofbewent. 2, That all their Effects. arc _ 
bute 
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buted to him in a ſublimer and moſt perfe& manner. He 
is called a Lamb in the notion of a Sacrifice, The Lab 


uſed in the Expiation of moral and legal Impurities. 
He is called our Paſſover that was ſacrifited for us. 
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Ch. XI. 


A NJ 
ſlain from the foundation of the world. A Lamb was key, iz, 8, 


Lev. g. 6. 
14. 12- 
1 Cor.s 9. 


The Paſchal Lamb in its fir Inſtitution had an expi- Exo. 12. 13. 


atory efficacy, for God by looking on that Blood, aver- 
ted the deſtrudtion from the 7ſraelites, which ſeized 
on the Fgyptians. This was the reaſon of the Prohi- 
bition, that none ſhould $0 out of the houſe till the 
Morning, leſt they ſhould be ſtruck by the deſtroying 
Angel : Not but that the Angel could diſtinguiſh 
the Iſraelites from the Egyptians abroad, but 'twas ty- 
pical, to ſhew their ſecurity was in being under the 
guard of the Lambs Blood, which was ſhed to ſpare 
theirs. Thus the Apoſtle Peter tells us, We are re- 
deemed by the Blood of the pure and perfe# Lamb. And 
he was repreſented by the red Heifer, whoſe aſhes 
were the chief ingredient in the water of Purification. 


i Per. 1. 18. 


For if the Blood of Bulls and Goats, and the aſhes of aich.g.13.14- 


an Heifer ſprinkling the unclean, ſan@ifieth to the purify- 
ing of the Fleſh, How much more ſhall the Blood of Chriſt 
purge the Conſcience ? Eſpecially the Anniverſary Sa- 
crifice, which was the Abridgment and Recapitulation 
of all the reſt, had an eminent reſpect to Chriſt: The 
whole Epiſtle to the Hebrews is tinctured with this Di- 
vine Doctrine. 

Secondly, The Effects of Chriſts Death are infinitely 
more excellent than thoſe that proceeded from Levitical 
Sacriftices. The Law had « ſhadow of good things to come ; 
But the real Virtue and Ethcacy 1s only found in Chritt. 

xt. The Averſion of Gods Wrath is aſcribed to: his 
Death ; according to the Words of the Apoſtle: 
Whom God hath ſet forth to be a Propitiation through 
Faith in his Blood, to declare his Rightcouſneſs for the 
Remiſſuon 


Heb,10, 2, 


Rom.z 25,26. 
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Ch. X10, emiſſion of Sins that are paſt, through the forbearance 
\IFVV YI 


Heb.:5. 5, 


of God, to declare, 1 ſay, at this time his Righteouſneſs, 
that he might be juſt, and the juſtifier of him that be- 


lieved in Feſws. A Propitiation iaeciewr, The Title of 


the Mercy-Seat, partly in regard it cover'd the Tables 
of the Law which were broke by us, to lignifie that 
by Him Pardon is procur'd for us, and principally be- 
cauſe God was rendred Propitious by the ſprinkling 
the Blood of the Sacrifice on it, and exhibited him- 
ſelf there, as on a Throne of Grace, favourable to his 
people. For this Reaſon he gives the name of the 
Figure to Chriſt, for he alone anſivers the Charge of 
the Law, and interpoſes between Juſtice and our 
Guilt, and by his own Blood hath reconciled God to 
us. Now the deſign of God in this appointment was 
to declare his Righteouſneſs, that is, that Glorious 
Attribute that inclines him to puniſh Sinners:, For in 
the Legal Propitiations, although the guilt of Men 
was publickly declared in the Death of the Sacrifices, 
yet the Juſtice of God did not fully appear, fince he 
accepted the Life of a Beaſt in Compenſation for the 
Life of a Man: but. in the Death of Chriſt he hath 
given the moſt clear Demonſtration of -his Juſtice, a 
ſutcient Example of his Hatred to Sin, Condemn- 
ing and puniſhing it in the Perſon of his beloved 
Son; that the whole World may acknowledge 'twas 
not from any Inadvertency, but meerly by the Dit- 
penſation of his Wiſdom and Goodneſs that he for- 
bore ſo long. And by the Death of Chriſt he hath de- 
clared that Glorious Myſtery which no created Un- 
derſtanding could ever have conceived, that he is in- 
flexibly juſt, and will not ſuffer Sin to paſs unpuniſh'd, 
and that he juſtifies thoſe who are guilty in them- 
ſelves, if by a purifying Faith they receive Chriſt for 
Pardon. The fame Apoflle tells us, that Chriſt hath 


given 
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given himſelf for us, * an Offering and a Sacrifice to 
God for a ſweet ſmelling _— Eph. 5. 2. Fe Is CS 
y=_” ed as a Prieſt, whoſe Office it was to preſent to * ngceqs 

od an offering for Appealing his Anger; He gave 9uoia an alluft- 
himſelf ; the Oblation that is added to his Death, 9% eee: 
gives the compleat Formality of a Sacrifice to it ; for ering; for the 
is the Prieſt gives being to the Sacrifice : and the ef. 95% -* 
fect of it is, to be a ſweet ſmelling ſavour to God, cbrif, which 
that is, to conciliate his Favour to us. The ſame aPpraſes God), 
phraſe is applyed to the Sin-Offering under the Law. org : 
We may obſerve that upon this account our Recon- 4epend on bis 
ciliation to God is attributed to the Death of Chriſt, "8. -o. 
in diſtinction from his Glorihed Life : For if wher we Exod. 29. 
were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death —_ I 
of his Son, much more being reconciled, we ſhall be ſa- — 
ved by his Life. And the ſame Apoſtle tells us, that 
God was in Chrift reconciling the World to himſelf, , cor.s. 1g. 
uot imputing their treſpaſſes unto them; we pray you 
therefore in Chriſts ſtead,. be reconciled to God. A 
double Reconciliation 1s mentioned, that of God to 
Men, and of Men to God : the firft is the ground of 
the Apoſtle's exhortation, the latter the effect of it, 
The firſt was obtained by the Death of Chyiſt, who by 
1imputation had our guilt transferred upon Him, and 
conſequently our puniſhment , -and in- conſideration 
of it, God who is-Juſt and Holy is willing to pardon 
penitent Believers, The latter is by the powerful 
working of the Spirit, who aſlures Men that are guil- 
ty, and therefore ſuſpicious and fearful of God's anger, 
that he is moſt willing to pardon them upon thetr repen- 
tance, fjnce he hath in ſuch an admirable manner found 
out the means to ſatisfie his Juſtice, 

2. The true expiation of fin is the effect of Chriſts 
Death. He is called the Lamb of God, #bat takes away , jcqn 0, 
the ſors of the World. Now fini may be taken away 1n 
twp manners. | Firſt, 


I Cor. I. 30, 


x1 Pet. 2. 24+ 


PIN. 


rt Joh. 1. 7. 
Heb. 9. 4» 
Rev. 1. 6. 
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Ch. XII. 
CLWYD 
-b 


Firſt, by removing its guilt, and exempting the 
hx bo fenen ws. it Fom Death; obs this 
is effefted by enduring the puniſhment that was due to 
ſin, 'tis properly expliation. 

Secondly, By healing the corrupt inclinations of the 
Heart, from whence actual fins proceed, *'Tis true, 
our Redeemer takes away (in in both theſe reſpects: 
he delivers from the Damnation and Dominion of 
it: for he is made of God our Righteouſneſs and $an- 
Fification. But the firſt ſenſe 1s only convenient here: 
for 'tis evident that the Lamb took away fin, that 
is, the guilt of it, by dying inſtead of the ſinner, 
and had no effect for the deſtroying the malignant 
habits of ſin in the perſon who offered it. And 'tis 
more apparent, that this Divine Lamb hath taken away 
the guilt of our-fins, in that He bore them in his own 
Body cn the Tree. For the native force of the word 
ſignifies, not only to take away, but to carry and bear, 
which applyed to (in is nothing elſe but to ſuffer the 
penalty of it. And 'tis to be obſerved, when Clean- 
ſing, Purifying, and Wafhing are attributed to the 
Blood of Chriſt, they have an immediate reſpe&to the 
guilt of ſin, and declare its efficacy to take off the ob- 
ligation ta puniſhment. Thus 'tis ſaid that His Blood 
cleanſeth from all ſin : and that -it' purgeth: the Con ſci» 
ence from dead Works: and that we are waſht from onr 


fins in His Blood. The frequent Sprinklings and Pu- 


rifications with Water under the Law, prefigured our 
cleanſing from the defilements of fin by the Grace 
of, the Spirit 3 but: the ſhedding of the Blood-of Sa- 
crifices: was to purge away fins ſo far asthey made liable 
to a Curſe. | | ”= 


Thirdly, Our exemption from puniſhment, and our 


reſtoratian to Communion with God in Grace/'and 


Glory 1s the fruit of his expiating fin: ' For thisreaſon 
77-1155 HE 
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"the Blood of the Mediator ſpeaks better things than Ch. XIIL 


that of Abel: For that cried for revenge againſt the 


Murderer, but his procures remiſſion to Believers. And Heb: 12. 24 


as the juſt deſert of fin is ſeparation from the preſence 
of God, who is the fountain of felicity ; ſo when the 
uilt is taken away, the perſon is received into God's 
avour and fellowſhip. A repreſentation of this is ſet 


down in the 24 of Exod. where we have deſcribed goa. 24. 6, 


the manner of dedicating the Covenant between God »1. 
and 1ſ-ael by bloody Sacrifices: after A/oſes had finiſhe 
the Offering, and ſprinkled the Blood on the Altar 
and the People, the Elders of 1f-ael who were for- 


bid before to approach near tothe Lord, were then in- g,,q, 41. 5, 
vited to come into his preſence, and in token of re- 10, 14. 
conciliation feaſted before him. Thus the Eternal F*>13 20 


Covenant is eſtabliſht by the Blood of the Mediator, 
and all the benefits it contains, as remiſſion of fins, 
freedom to draw near to the Throne of Grace, and the 
enjoyment of God in Glory, are the fruits of his re- 
conciling Sacrifice. 

The ſum of all is this, That as under the Law God 
was not appeaſed without ſhedding of Blood, nor ſin 
expiated without ſuffering the puniſhment, nor the 
ſinner pardoned without the ſubſtitution of a ſacrifice 
ſo all theſe are eminently accompliſht in the Death of 
Chriſt. He reconciled God tous by his moſt precious 
Blood, and expiated fin by enduring the Curſe, and 
hath procured our pardon by being made ſir for #5. So 
that 'tis moſt evident, that the proper and direct end 
of the Death of Chriſt was, that God might exerciſe 
his Mercy to the guilty ſinner in a way that is honour- 
able to his Juſtice. 

'Tis objected, that if God from infinite Mercy gave 
his Son to us, then antecedently to the coming of 
Chriſt he had the higheit-love for mankind, and con- 

I 1 ſequently 


& 
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Ch.x11, {equently there was no need that Chriſt by his Death 
WY ) ſhould fatisfie Juſtice, to reconcile him *to us. But a 


Job 42. 9,8. 


clear-anſwer-may be: given to this'by conſidering, 

1. That Anger and Love are conſiſtent at the ſame 
time, and may 1n ſeveral reſpects be 'termmated on the 
ſame ſubje&t A Father reſents a double affeCtion to- 
wards a. rebellious Son; he loves him as his Son, is 
angry with him as diſobedient.” Thus in our laps'd ſtate 
God had compaſſion on us as his creatures, and was 
angry with us as finners. As the injured party he laid 
aſide his anger, but as the preſerver of Juſtice he re- 
quired fatisfaCtion, 

2. We muſt diſtinguiſh between a love of goodwill 
and compaſhon , and a love of complacency. The 
firſt is that which moved God to ordain the means, 
that without prejudice to his other perfeCctions he 
might confer pardon and all ſpiritual: benefits upon us: 
the other 1s that wereby he delights in us being recon- 
ciled to him, and renewed according to his Image. 
The firſt ſuppoſes him placable, the latter that he is 
appealed. There is a viſible inſtance of this 1n the caſe 
of Job's Friends. The Lord ſaid to Eliphaz the Te- 
manite, My anger is kindled againſt thee, and thy two 
Friends ; becauſe 'ye have not ſpoken of me the things 
that are right, as my Servant Job. Here 1s a declara- 
tion of God's anger, yet with the mixture of Love: 
for it follows, therefore take unto you now ſeven Bul- 
locks, and'ſeven Rams; and go #8 my Servant Job, and 
offer 'up for your ſelies -« burnt-ofſering, and my 8er- 


. vant Job ſhall pray for you, for him will T accept. He 


loved them-when he directed the way that they might 

be reſtored to his Favour; yet he was not reconciled, 

for then there had been no need of Sacrifices to atone 
his anger. Tie 

2. "Tis further objected; that ſuppoſing the Satis- 

| faction 
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faction of Chriſt to Juſtice, both thefreeneſs and great- Ch, X11-. 
neſs of God's Love in pardoning ſinners, will be much C&W. 
leflen'd.” Burt it will appear that the Divine Mercy 1s 


not prejudiced in either of thoſe reſpects. 


Firſt, The freeneſs of Gods Love is not diminiſhed, 
for that 1s the original mover in our Salvation, and 
hath no cauſe above it, to excite or draw it forth, but 
meerly ariſes from his own will. This Love is ſo abſo- 
tute that it hath no reſpect to the ſufferings of Chriſt 
as Mediator : for God fo loved the World, that he gave $0. 9. 18. 
his Son to die for ws; and that which is the effect aad | 
teſtimony of his Love, cannot be the impulſive cauſe 
of it. This firſt Love of God to Man is commended 
to us in Chriſt, who is the zxedinm to bring it hono- 


rably about. 


Secondly , Grace in Scripture is never oppoſed to 
Chriſts Merits, but to ours. If we had made Satis- 
faction, Juſtice-1t {elf had abſblved us. - For the Law 
having two parts, the command of our Duty which 
conſiſts in a moral good, and the fanfion of the pu- 
niſhment that is a phyſical evil; to do, or to ſuffer is 
nece{lary, not both : or, if we had provided a Surety, 
ſuch as the Judge conld not -reje&, we had been inhi- 
nitely obliged to him, but not to the favour of the Judge. 


But 'tis otherwiſe here. God ſent the Re- 
conciler when we were enemies, and the 
Pardon that is diſpenc'd to us upon the ac- 
count of his Sufferings, is the effe&t of 
meer Mercy. We are juſtified freely by his 
Grace, through the Redemption that is in 
Teſws Chriſt. "Tis pure Love that appoin- 


T3 yeeile3a non pugnat 
cum ea ſarisfatione, que li- 
bere admittitur cum poſlert 
repudiari, & ad quam is qui 
beneficio afficirur nihil ipſe 
contulir, quorum utrumque 
accidit in Chriſti pro nobis 
ſatisfatione. Grot, 


ted and accepted, that imputes and applies his Righ- 


teouſnelſs to us. 


And as the Freeneſs, ſo the Riches of his Mercy is 
not lefſened by the Satisfaction Chriſt made for us. 


I 1 2 


*Tis 
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Ch, X10, Tis true we have a pattern of God's Juſtice, never to 
NU be parallel'd, in the Death of Chriſt: but to the ſe. 
verity of Juſtice towards his only beloved Son, his 
clemency towards us guilty Rebels is fully commenſu. 

rate. For He pardons us without the expence of one 

drop of our Blood, though the Soul of Chriſt was 
poured forth as an Offering for Sin. Nay hereby the 
Divine Clemency is more commended, than by anabſo. 

Jute forgiveneſs of fin without reſpeCt to ſatisfaction.For 

the honour of God being concern'd in the puniſhment 

of Sin, that man might not continue under a fad obli- 

gation it, he was pleaſed by the aſtoniſhing wonder 

of his Sons death to vindicate his Glory, that repen- 

ting believers may be juſtified before him. Thus 

in an admirable manner He fatisfies Juſtice, and ex- 

alts Mercy: and this could have been. no other way 
effected : for if He had by meer Sovercignty diſſolved 

our guilt, and by his Spirit renewed his Image 1n us, 

his Love had Eminently appear'd, but his Juſtice had 

not been Glorified. But in our Redemption they are 

both infinitely magnified z His Love could give no 

more -than the Life of His Son, and Juſtice required 

no leſs: for Death being the Wages of Sin, therecould 

be no ſatisfaction without the Death of our Redeemer. 
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CHAP, XIV. 


The Compleatneſs of Chriſt's Satisfadtion proved from 
the Cauſes and Effects of it, The Cauſes are the 
Duality of his Perſon, and Degrees of his Sufferings. 
The Eftects are His Reſurrection, Aſcenſion, interce(ſi- 
on at God's right hand, and his exerciſing the Supreme 
Power in Heaven and Earth, The excellen* Benefits 
which God reconciled beſtows on Men, are the Effects 
and Evidences of his compleat Satisfaftion. They are 
Pardon of Sin, Grace, and Glory. That Repentance 
and Faith are required, in order to the partaking of the 
Benefits derckeſed by Chriſt's Death, doth not leſſen the 
Merit of his Sufferings. That Afiictions and Death are 
inflicted on Believers, doth not derogate from-their All- 
ſufficiency, | | TG, 


T He Third thing to be conſidered is theCompleatneſs 

of the Satisfation that Chriſt hath made, by 
which it will appear that God's Juſtice as well as Mcr- 
cy is fully glonfied in his Sufferings. . For the proof of 
this I will ff confider the Cauſes from whence the 
compleatnels of his Satisfaction ariſes, 

Szcondly, The Effes that proceed from ir, which 
are convincing Eviderices that God is fally appeas'd.. 
The Cauſes of his compleat Satisfaction are two. 

I, The Hy of his Perſon derives an Infinite va- 
lue to his obedient Sufferings. Our Surety was equal- 
ly God, and as truely Infinite in his Perfections- as the 


Father, who was provoked by our Sins, therefore he'was 
He is the Son of. 


able to make Satisfaction for them. 
God not meerly in Yertue of his Office, orthe ſpecial 
K &k Favour 


oft. 249 
Chap. 1 


yy 
on i. 4 
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Chap. 14, Favour of God, for on ſuch accounts that Title is com. 
L/YNg municated to others : but his only Son by Nature, The 
ſole preeminence in. Gifts and Dignity would give 

Firm _ © hbimthetitle of the f/f born, but not deprive them of the 
| +4 quality of Brethren, Now the Wiſdom aad Juſtice of 
0.1.5 all Nations agree, that Puniſhments receive their eſti. 
mate jrom the quality. of the perſons that fuffer. The 

Poet obſerves that the Death of a Vertuous Perfon is 

more precious than of Legions, Of what ineſtimable 

value then is the Death of Chriſt and how worthy + 

Puri erin Ranſom for loſt Mankind * For although the Deity is 
Decui, quam impaſſiblezyer he that was a Divine Perſon ſuffered, A 
$1122 King ſuffers more than a private Perſon, alchough the 
| ' tokes direQly inflicted on his body, cannot immediat- 

ly reach bis Honous, And tis ſpecialty to be- obſerved, 

that the Efficacy of Chriſts Blood is aſcribed to his Di- 

Col.1.14 vine Nature: This the Apoſtle declares, I whows we 
have Redemption through his Blood, even the forgiveneſs 

of Sins, who is the Image of the Inviſible God: Not an ar- 

tificial Image which imperfeRly repreſents the Origi- 

nal ; As a Picture that ſets forth the Colour and Figure 

of a Man, but not his Life and Nature : But the e(- 

ſencial and exact Image of his Father, that expreſſes 

all his glorious Pertections in their'immenſity and 


ces of the Law, and Chriſts, in their Value and Yer- 
tuc, This with admirable Emphaſis is ſet down in 
Hebr. 9. 13, 14. For if the Blood of Bulls andof Goates, 
and the aflbrs of an Heifer ſprinkling the unclean, ſanttifi- 
eth to the purification of the Fleſh ; How much more 

the Blood. of Ghrift, who throagh the Eternal Spirit offer d 


himſelf 


himſelf without ſpot to God, purge your Conſciences from 
| 1 works to ſerve the (yving God e Where the der 
makes a.double Hypotheſis,  r. That the Legal Sacriti- 
ces were ineffectual to purilie-trom real guilt, 2. That 
by their Typical Cleauling, they ſignified the. waſhing a- 
way of moral guilt by the Blood of Chriſt, 

1, Their inſufficiency to expiate Sin appears, if we 
conſider the-ſubjet , Smnis ta be expiated in the ſame 
nature wherein 'twas committed ; now the Beaſts are 
of an inferiour rank,and haveno communion with Man 
in his nature : Or, it we conſider the objet, God was 
provoked by Sin, and He is a Spirit, and not to be ap- 
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pealed by graſs women : His Wiſdom requires P 5: :3 


that 4 retiond} Sacrifice | expiate the guilt of a r4- 
tions! Creature : And.Juſtice Bnotfatisfied without a 
proportion between the Guilt and the Puniſhment, 
This weakneſs and inſufficiency of the Legad Sacrifices 
to expiate Sin, iscvident from their variety and repeti- 


tion : For if full Remiſſion had been obtained, the wor- Heb. to. 2, 


ſhipers once purged ſhould have had no nure confeiexce of ſin. 
Tis the ſenſe af Guile, and the fear of Fa ras. 
that required the ing of che Sacrifice, Now under 
the Lew, the Miniſtry of the Pricfts never came to a pe- 
riod or perfeRtion,. The Mons of Sacrifices in all A- 
ges from the erecting the Tabernacle to the coming of 
Chriſt, had not vertue to expiate one Sin, They were 
only ſhadows which could give no refreſhment to the in- 
flamed-Conſcience, but as they depended on Chriſt,the 
body and ſubſtance of them, - Bur the Son of God, who 
offered himſelf up by the Eternal Spirit to the Father, is a 
Sacrifice not only Intelligent and Reaſonable, but in- 
comparably more precious than the moſt noble Crea- 
tures in Earth or in Heaven it (elf. He was Prieſt and 
Sacrifice in xeſpect of bath His Natures; His entire Per- 
ſon was the Offerer and Offering : Therefore the - 

Kk 2 rom 


+7: + SL; 
« 


Chap. 14- 
WY 


Heb, 10. 14. 


Heb. 9. 26,27. 
Ip 
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from the excellency of his'Sacrifice,'infers the unity of 
its Oblation, and from thence concludes its Efficacy, 
Chriſt did not by the Blood.of Bulls and Goats,but by his own 
Blood He entred in once into the Holy Place having obtained 
eternal Redemption for ns: and_ by one Offering He hath 
for ever perfected then who are ſanitified, Upon this ac- 
count God promiſed in the New-Covenant, that their 
Sins and Iniquities He would renumber no. more, having 
received compleat ſatisfaction by the Sufferings of his 
Son. 'Tis now ſaid thatorxce ix the end of the world hath 
he appeared, to put away Sinby the Sacrifice of himſelf. 
And as it is appointed for all. m:n once to die, and after 
Death comes Fudgment : So Chrii# was once offered tobear 
the fins of | many, and unto. them that look: jor him ſball he 
appear the ſtcond time without fin.” *As there isno other 
natural death to ſuffer between Death and Judgment, 
ſo there is no other propitiatory Sacrifice. between his 
all ſufficient Death on the Croſs, and the laſt coming 
of our Redeemer, , cbs LOG 1 ES. 

There is one Conſideration Tſhall add, to ſhew the 
great difference between . Legal Sacrifices, and the 
Death of Chriſt, as to its ſaving-vertue. The Lew ab- 
ſolutely forbids the eating of Blood, and the:peoples 
taſting of the Sin-offerings', to fighifiethe imperfeRion 
of thoſe Sacrifices. For fince they 'were conſumed in 
their Conſecration to Gods Juftice, and nothing was 
left for thenouriſhment of the Offerers,twas a ſign they 
could notappeaſeGod. '/ The Offerers had communion 
with them when they: brought them to the. Altar, and 
ina manner derived their guilt to. them, but they had 
no vertue by them. in coming from it.. The Sinner 
conveyed death to the Sacrifice, but did not receive life 
from ir. But.Chriſt the Lamb of God was not ſwallowed 
up in his Offeting to Divine Juſtice : *Tis his peculiar 
Glory that He hath compleatly made SatisfaQtion. We 

| may 
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may feed upon the fleſh of this precious Vidtim, and drink 
his Blood. As He enter'd into communion of Death 
with us, fo we are partakers of Life by Him, 

2. The Compleatneſs of his Satisfaction is ground. 
ed on the degrees of his Sufferings. There was no defe&t 
in the payment He made. We owed. a debt of Blood 
to the Law,” and his Life was offer'd up as a Sacrifice : 
otherwiſe the Law had remained in its tull vigour, and 
Juſtice had been unſatisfied, That a Divine Perſon 
hath ſuffered our Puniſhment, is properly the reaſon of 
our Redemption. As 'ris not the quality ofthe Surety 
that releaſes the Debtor from Priſon, but the payment 
which he makes in his name, The Blood of Chriſt ſhed, 
poured forth from his Veins, and offered up to God, in 
that preciſe conſideration ratifies the I 
The ſumis,Our Saviour by his Death ſuffer'd the Male- 
diction of the Law, and his Divine Nature gave a full 
yalue to his Sufferings, ſo that the ſatisfa@ion procee- 
ding from them, was nat meerly ex padto, as Braſs Mo- 
ney ts currant by compoſition ; but ex mer:to, as pure 
Gold hath an intrinſick woxth ; and God. who was infi- 
nitely provokt, is infinitely pleaſed, 

2. The EffeRts and Evidences of his compleat Satiſ- 
faQtion are, 

Firft, His ReſurreRion from the Grave. For if we 
conſider the Lord Chriſt in the quality of our Surety, 
He ſatisfied the Law in his Death : and having made 
compleat payment of our Debt, He received the ac- 
quittance in his ReſurreQtion, His Death ——_ 
God, His ReſurreRion aſſures Men, As he rofe him- 
ſelf, ſo in one concurrent ation God is ſaid to raiſe him. 
He was releaſt from the Grave, as from Priſon, by pub- 
lick Sentence ; which is an indubitable argument of 
the validicy and acceptance of the payment made by 


him in our name. For being under ſuch bonds as the 
- Juſtice 


Chap. 14. 
OWN 


Nat. 26. 28. 
Mar. 14. 24 


Rom. 6.4 
Ifa, 53.13 


ARﬀs 2. 24. 


Heb. 13. 20. 


John 16. 10. 
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Chap. 14, 
> 


Juſtice and Power of God, he could never have looſed the 
pains of Death, if his Sufferings had not been fully $a. 
tisfactory and received by him for our diſcharge. And 
'tis obſervable that the railing of Chriſt is aſcribed ty 
God as reconciled ; Now the God of peace, who brought 
again from the dead the great Shepherd of the Sheep, 
through the Blood of the everlaſting Covenaut. The Di- 
vine Power was not put forth till God was pacified, 


Juſtice incenſed _ him to death, and Juſtice ap. 


peaſed freed Him from the dead. And his Reſurrecti- 
on is attributed to his Blood, that being the full price 
of his and our Liberty. In ſhort, when inflexible Juſtice 
—_ to puniſh, there is the ſtrongeſt proof 'tis ſatiſ- 
fied. 

Secondly, His Aſcent into Heaven, and interceſſion 
for us, prove the compleatneſs and alſufficiency of his 
Sacrifice, 1f He had been excluded from the Divine Pre- 
ſence, there had been juſt cauſe to ſuſpe& that avger had 
been ftill remaining in God's Breaſt ; but His admiſſion 
into Heaven is an infallible teſtimony that God is recon- 
ciled. This our Saviour produces as the Argument by 
which the Holy Ghoſt will overcome the guilty fears of 
Men; He ſhall convince the World of Rightceuoneſs, becauſe 
I go tomy Father. Chriſt in his Sufferings was num- 
bred among tran{preſſors, He dyed as a guilty perſon, 
not only in reſpect of the calumnies of Men, but the 
Curſe of the Law,and the Wrath of God, which then ap- 
peared inexorable againſt ſn, But having overcome 
Death, and bxoke through the weight of the Law, and 
retired to his Father, he made apparent the innocency 
of his righteous Perſon, and that a compleat Righteouſ- 
neſs is acquired by his Sufferings, ſafh-ieat to juſtifie 
all that ſhall truly accept of it, | 

This will be more evident, by conſidering his entry 
into Heaven as the true High Prieſt, who carried the 
Blood 
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Blood of the New Covenant into the Celeſtial Sanftua- Thyy, t4. 
ry. For the opening this, we are to conſider there are LJ 
two parts of the Prieſtly Office, 

1. To offer Sacrifice. 

2. To make interceſhon for the People by verctne of 
the Sacrifice, This was performed by the High Prieſt Le-.16 14, 15. 
in the Feaſt of Atonement which was celebrated in the 
month T:ſr4. The oblation of the Sacrifices was with- 
out, at che Altar : the Interceffron was made in the Ho- 
ly of Holies, into which none might enter but the High- 
Prieſt once a year, And firſt he muſt expiate his own 
fins, and the {ins of the people by Sacrifices, before he 
could remove the vail, and enter into that ſacred and 
venerable place, where no ſinner had right ro-appear, 
Then he was to preſent the precious Incenſe, and the Heb: 9. 4+ 
Blood of the Sacrifices, to render God favourable to 
them. Now theſe were ſhadows of what Chrift was to 
perform, The Holy of Holies was the type of the third 
Heaven, in its Situation, Quality and Furniture. For 
it was the moſt ſecret part of the Tabernacle, ſeparated: 
by a double Vail, by that which was between it and the 
firſt Sanuary, and by another that diſtinguiſht the firſt 
from the outward Court, Thus the Heaven of Heavens 
is the moſt diſtant part of the Univerſe, and ſeparated 
from the lower World, by the Starry Heaven, and by 
the Airy region, which reaches down to the Earth. Be- 
ſides, the moſt Holy part of the Tabernacle was inacceſ- 
ſible to ſinners: as Heaven is ſtiled by the Apoſtle the 
place of inacceſſible light. And it was the Throne of God 
where he reigned : according to the Language of the,,, _ 
Pſalmiſt, He dwelt between the Cherubims, The figures ; 
of the Cherubims repreſented the Myriads of holy An- 
gels, that adore the incomprehenſibleDeity, and areal- 
ways ready to execute: his Commands, The Tables of 
the Law were a Symbol of that infinite Wiſdom and 
Holineſs 
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Chi; , Holineſs which ordained them: and the High- Prieſts en- 


ap.I4. 
WY So 


Heb. 5. 26. 


tering with the Blood of the Sacrifice, and carryi 
with him all the Tribes of I-ael upon his Breaſt, ſignifie 
that Jeſus Chriſt the true High-Prieſt after he had. real- 
ly expiated fin by his Divine Sacrifice in the lower 
World, ſhould enter into the Eternal SanRuary with 
his own Blood, and introduce with him all his People, 
Of this there was a marvellous ſign given: for in the 
ſame moment that Chriſt expired, the Vail of the Tem. 
ple that ſeparated the Oracle from the firſt part, was 
rent from the top to the bottom; to bgnitic thar the true 
High- Prieſt had Authority and Right toenter into Hea- 
ven it ſelf. And the ſpecial end of his aſcending is ex- 
reſt by the Apoſtle : For Chriſt is not entered into the 
Hop Places made with hands, which are the Fignres of 
the true, but into Heaven it ſelf, now to appear in the pre- 
ſence of God for us. As the High-Prieſt might not enter 
into that ſacred and terrible place, nor could propztiate 
God without ſprinkling the Blood of the ſlain Sacrifice ; 
So our Redeemer firſt performed what was neceſſary 
for the Expiation of Sin, and then He paſt through the 
viſible Heavens,and aſcended before the Throne of God 
to appear as our Advocate, He made an oblation of 
Himſelf on the Earth before He could make 7»terceſſion 
for us in Heaven, which is the conſummation of his 
Prieſtly Office. The fr was a proper Sacrifice, the ſe- 
cond is a commemoration of it : Therefore He is ſaid zo 
appear before his Father by Sacrifice, 

Beſides what hath been diſcours'd of the order and 
dependance of theſe parts of his Prieſtly Office, which 
proves that He had accomplitht the expation of Sin,be- 
fore He was admitted into Heaven to intercede for us, 
There are two other Conſiderations which manifeſt the 
compleatneſs of his Satisfaction, 

I. The manrer of his Interceſſion, 2. Its omnipotent 
Efhcacy. _ : I. The 
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»y, The taanner of it, Hedoth nat appear in-the form 
of a Suppliant uponhis Knees before the Throne, offer- 
ing up tears and ſtxong cries as in the day of his fleſh, 

but He [its at Gods ripht hand making interceſſion for us. 
He ſollicits our Salvation, not as a pure favour to. him, 
but as the price of his Sufferings,and as due to his z- 
finite Merit, His Blood in the fame manner pleads for 


257” 


Chap. 14 


our Pardon, as the blood of righteous Abe/ call'd for Heb. 12. 24- 


vengeance againſt the Murderet : Not by an articulate 
voice, bur by ſuing to Juſtice for a full recompence of it. 
In. hext, His Taterceſlion is the continual repreſentation 
of his moſt worthy Paſſion. 675 

2. The omnipotent Efficacy of his Interceſſion proyes 
that God is fully ſatisfied, He frees us from the great 
eſt Eyils, ;andobtains for us the greateſt Good, in qua- 


lity of Mediator... 'If any men fax, we have an Advocate i Joha 2.3. 


with the Father Feſus Chriſt the Righteous ; avd he is the 
propitiation for our Sins, and not for ours ay 4 but for the 
Sins of the whale world. He ditarms the Anger of: Gad 
and hinders the effects of his Indignation agatnit repent- 
ing Sinners. Now the prevalency of his Mcdiation is 
grounded on the perteQion of his Sacrifice, The blef- 
ſedneſs of Heaven 1s confer'd on Believers according to 


his Will. Father, I will that thoſe whom thou baſt giver Jobn 17. 24. 


we, be with whe where I ans to ſee my glory, His requeltis 
effe&tual, not only becauſe Heis Gods Son, and in 
bigheſt favour with Him, but for his meritorious Sut- 
terings, | 

*Tis for this reaſon that the Office of Mediator is in- 
communicable to any Creature. There is one God, and 


one Mediator between God and Man, the Mas Chriſt Fe. "1m 3 55 


fer, who gave hinſulf a ranſom for alt, The Apoſtle makes 
a Parallel between the waty of the Mediator, and of the 
Deity, which is moſt Sacred and inviolable. For the 
right of Interceſſion, as 'ris an authoritative at, is 

L1 founded 


258 The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 
Chap. rg. founded in Redemption ; they cannot be divided. And 
NN we'may obſerve by the way, How the Popiſh Dorine 
that eres as many Advocates as Angels, orSaims, or 
whoever are Caoniſed, is guilty of Impiety and Folly : 
Of Impiety, In taking the Sovereign Crown from the 
Head of Chriſt to adorn'others withit, as if they had 
more credit with God, or compaſhon for Men : And 
of Folly, In expeRting benefits by their Interceſſion, 
who have no ſatisfactory Merit to purchaſe them, The 
numerous Advocates that are conceived by ſuperſtiti- 
ous Perſons in their Fancies, are like the counterfeit 
Non torn 4 9##5, that are drawn in the Clouds by Reflexion as in 
imaginemejus, a Glaſs : which although they ſhine with a conſiderable 
 iguramque, 1 OTigineſs, yet they are*only Swns in appearance,and de- 
habenrardoris, TIVE no quickening Influences to the Earth, The bleſſed 
heberes & lan- Spirits above, who enjoy a dependant Light from the: 
Nat. 2-46. Sun of Righteouſneſs,” yer convey no Benefits to Men 
by Meritoriows interceding for them. © We obtain Grace 
and Glory only upon*the requeſts' of our Redeemer, 
Briefly, The a&s of his Prieſt-hood reſpe& the Attri- 
butes, which in a ſpecial manner are to be glorified 
in our Salvation, By his Death He made SatisfaQion 
to Juſtice, by his Intercefſion' he follicices Mercy for 
us; And they bothjoyn together with the ſame readineſs 
and warmth to diſpenſe the Benefits which He purcha- 
ſed for his People. 

Thirdly, The Compleatneſs of his SatisfaQion is ful- 
ly proved by the glorious iſſue of his Sufferings. This 
will be moſt evident by conſidering the connexion and 
dependance which his Glory hath upon his Humiliati- 
on : And that is twofold: Sb) 

*1., Adependance of Order, His Abaſement and 

Sufferings were to precede his Majeſty and Power: as 

in Nature things paſs from a lower ſtate to- Perfection. 

This Order was necefſary : For being originally i» the 


form 
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arm of God, ' it was impoſſible he ſhould be advanced, if FF 770 
j did not voluntarily deſcend from his Glory, that ſo CHap> 14s 
he might be capable of exaltation. He was firſt made Ci Bn os 
a little lower than the Angels, and after raiſed above them. Rigs fpes- 

. 2+ A dependance of efficacy. Glory is the reward <{i,hicuno mo- 
of his Sufferings. This is expreſly declared by the A- <<, $i £6 
poltle ; Chriſt humbled himſelf 4nd became obedient to the ſubmictar, fe. 
Death of the Croſs : wherefere God hath highly exalted vis 69 
him, and given him a Name above every name, 'in.Panegyr. 
that at the Name of Feſus every knee ſhould bow ; the ** 
mark. of that homage that all creatures pay to him. This 
exalcation+ is: correſpondent tothe degrees of his abaſe- 
ment.. His Body was reſtored to Lite and Immortali- 
ty, and aſcended on pa. r; Cloud. God's Chariot; 
being attended with Angels, aud the everlaſting Gates 
opened to receive the King of Glory, Heis ſet down atzhe ,,, . _. 
right hand of the Throne of the Majeſty in Heaven: this © 
ſignifies that Divine Dignity to which He is advanced, 
next to his Father, For God being an infinite Spirit 
hath neither right nor left hand in ſtrict ſenſe, Our Re- 
deemers Honour is the ſame, and .His Empire of the 
ſame extent with his Fathers. Thus the Apoſtle inter- 
prets the words of the Pſal/mi#, that the Mzffiah ſhould Pal. 110, 1. 
fit at the right hand of God, till he made his Enemies his 

. Footſtool, by reigning ;. for he maſt reign till. he hath put all 
his Enemies = his feet... v. 

And Saint Peter tells us, That the Father hath made 
him Lord andChriſt : : that is, by a Sovereign truſt hath 
committed to him the Government of the Church, and 
the World : . not deveſting himſelf. of his eſſential Do- 
minion, but exerciting it by Chriſt. The height of this 
Dignity is emphatically ſet forth by the Apoſtle: The 
Father hath ſeated him at bis,own.right hand in the Hea- 


Cor. 15. 25- 


Eph, I. 21, 


: 


venly places, far above all Principalitzes, aud Powers, and 
Might, and Dominion, ( which titles ſignify the ſeveral 
Li 3 degrees 
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| xr to cove: that 15, hath given him a tranſcendent and 


"Luke 24. 


Heb, x. 3. & conſequent to his com 


10. Jt. 


Is) and every name 
in this World,” but that which 
incommunicable Glory , the ule of names being to ſig- 
nify the quality of Perſons. In ſhort, he is made x 4 
Head of the Church, and Julge of the World : Angels 
and Men ſhall ſtand before his Tribunal, and receiye 
their Eternal decifion:from him. Now in this ceconomy 
of our Mediator, his Flumiliation was the cauſe of his 
Exaltation upon a double account: 

1. As the Death of Chriſt was an exprefſion of ſuch 
humility, ſuch admirable Obedience to God, ſuch Di- 
vine Love to Men, that it was perfe&ly pleaſing to his 
Father,and his Power being equal to his Love,heinfinit- 
ly rewarded if, SY 

' 2: The Death of Chriſt was for Satisfaction to Juſ- 
tice, and when he had done that Work he was to enter 
intoreſt. It behoved Chriſt ro Suffer and enter into Glo- 

. 'Tis true, Divine Honour was due to him upon ano- 

er title, 85 the Son'of God: but the receiving of it 
was deferr'd by diſpenſation for atime, Firſt, He muſt 
redeem us, and then Reign. . The —_— is very clear 

in referring his aftual poſſeſſion of Glory, as the jult 
expiation of fin : When 
himfetf He had purged our fas, Us ſat down on the rig 
hand of the Majeſty on high. And after he had made one Sa 
erifice for ſins, for ever ſate down on the right hand of God, 

And not only the Wilk of the Father, but the nature 
of the thing it felf required this way of procegding,' For 
Jeſus Chriſt by voluntary fuſception undertaking tofſa- 
tisfic the Law for us, as he was obliged to ſuffer what 
was neceffaryin order to our Redemption, {o *twas rea- 
fonable after Juſtice was ſatisfied; that the humane na- 
ture ſhould befreel from ts infiritiities, -and the Glory 
of his Divine beſo confpicuous, #hat every tongue fhou 

confeſs 
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confeſs that Jeſus who was deſpi fed on Earth is ſupreme 
Lord. The Apoſtle ſums up all together in that trium- 


phant challenge, Who ſball lay any thing to the charge of 


God's Ekit? 'Tis God that juſtifzes, who 1s he that condem- 


neth ? 'Tis Chrift that died, yes rather is riſen agaiz, who g, q 


is even at the right hand of God, who alſo maketh inter- 
ceſſion for 5, 

3+ Theexcellent benefits which God reconciled be- 
ſtows upon us, are the effects and evidences of the com- 
pleatneſs of Chriſts Satisfation: And theſe are pardon 
of Sia, Grace, and Glory, The Apoſtle tells us that 
the Law made nothing perfett : all its Sacrifices and Ce- 
remonies could not expiate the guilt, nor cleanſe the 
ſtain of fin, nor open Heaven for us:which three are re- 
quiſit to our pertection. But Chriſt by one Offering hath 


261 


Chap. 14, 
FJ 


34 35+ 


Heb. 7. 19. 


perfected for ever thes that are Sanitified. By him we P19 4: 


obtain full Juſtification, Renovation and Communion 
with God: therefore his Sacrifice, the Meritorious cauſe 
of procuring them, muſt be perfe&. 

1. Our Juſtification is the effe&. of his Death: for 
the obligation of the Law is made void by it. God for- 
gives us our Treſpaſſes, blotting out the hand-writing of Or- 
dinances that was againſt us, and touk it out of the way, 
nailing it to his Groff,The terms are ufed, that are pro- 
per to the cancelling a civil Bond, The killing letter 
of the Law is aboliſht by the Blood of the Croſs, the 
Nails and theSpear have rent it in peices; to ſignifie that 
its condemning power is taken away. | 

Now the inhnite vertue of his Death in taking away 
the guilt of fin will more fully appear, if we conſider: 

1, That it hath procured Pardon tor fins committed 
in all ages of the World. Without the intervention of 
a Sacrifice God would not Pardon, and the moſt coſtly 
that were offered up by ſinners, were of no value to make 


compenſation to Juſtice : but the Blood of Chriſt was 
the 


Col.2. I4+ 
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Chap. 14, the only Propitiation for fins committed before his com- 
WAYS Mi 


Heb, g 25,26 


Rey. 13. F. 


x Cor.,15.12, 


. The Apoſlle tells us, He was not obliged to | va 
himſelf often, as the High Prieſt entered into the Holy 


' place every year, with the Blood of others, but now once in 


the end of the VVorld hath he apeared to put away ſin, by the 
Sacrifice of himſelf. The direct ſenſe of the Words is, 
that the virtue of his Sacrifice extended it ſelf to all 
times : for otherwiſe in regard Men have always need. 
ed propitiation, He muſt have Suffered often fince the 
Creation of the World. And if it be askt,how His Death 
had a ſaving influence before He acually Suffered ? 
the anſwer is clear: We muſt conſider the Death of 
Chriſt not as a Natural but Moral cauſe : 'tis not as a 
Medicine thar heals, but as a Ranſom that frees a Cap- 
tive. Natural Cauſes operate nothing befure their real 
exiſtence;but 'tis not neceſſary that moral Cauſes ſhould 
have an actual being : 'tis ſufficient that they ſhall be, 
and that the perſon with whom they are effeual,accept 
the Promiſe. As aCaptive is releaſt upon aſſurance given 
that he will ſend his ranſom,though 'tis not actually de- 
poſited. Thus the death of Chriſt was available to pur- 
chaſe pardon for Believers before his coming ; for he in- 
terpoſed as their Surety, and God, to whom all things 
are preſent, knew the accompliſhment of it in the ap» 
pointed time.He is therefore .call'd the Lamb lain from: - 
the foundation of the FVorld; not only in reſpe& of God's 
Decree, but his Eficacy. The ſalvation we derive from 
him, was ever m him. He appeared under the Empire of 
Anuguſtus,and oO” under Tiberiw,but he was a Redeemer 
in all Ages, otherwiſe the compariſon were nor juſt,that 
as by Adam all die, ſo by Chriſt all are made alive, 

'Tis true, under the old Teſtament they had not a 
clear knowledg of him, yet they enioyed the benefit of 
his unvalued Sufferings. For the medium by which the 
benefits our Redeemer purchaſed,are conveyed to Men, 

is 
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isnot the exat knowledg of what he did and ſuffered, Thy, r :, 
but ſincere Faith in the Promiſe of God. Now the Di- wo 


vine Revelation being the rule and meaſure of Faith, ſuch 
a degree was ſufficient to Salvation, as anſwered the ge- 
neral diſcovery of Grace, Believers depended upon 
God's goodneſs to pardon them in ſuch a way as was ho- 
nourable to his Juſtice, They had ſome general Know- 
ledg that the Meſſiah ſhould cone, and bring Salvation : 
Abraham rejoiced to ſee the day of Chriſt: Moſes valued 
the Afﬀiictions of Chriſt, more than the Treaſures of Agypt. 
And Believers in general are deſcribed to be waiters for 
the Conſolation of Iſrael, Ia ſhort, the Jewiſh and Chri- 
ſtian Church are eſſentially one; they differ no more 
than the Morning and Evening Star, whichis the ſame, 
but is diverſly clied.From its appearance before the Sun- 
riſing or after its ſetting: ſo our Faith reſpeRs a Saviour 
that is paſt, theirs reſpeed Him as to come. 

| Beſides, The ſaving vertue of his Death as it reaches 
to all former,ſo roall ſucceeding Ages. He is the ſame, 


yeſterday, to day, and for ever 5 not only in reſpeR of his Heb. :3. 8, 


Perſon, but his Office, The vertue of the Legal Sacri- 
fices expired with the Offering: upon a new {in they 
were repeated. Their imperfection is argued from their 
repetition, But the precious Oblation of Chriſt hath an 
everlaſting efficacy to obtain tull Pardon for Believers. 
His Blood is as powerful to propitiate God,as if it were 
this day ſhed upon the Croſs. He 7s able to ſave to per- 
petuity all that ſhall addreſs to God by Him: ſince He ever 
lives to make Interceſſion. The Pardon that He once pur- 
chaſed, ſhall ever be applied to contrite Believers, The 
Covenant that was ſealed with his Blood is eternal,and 
the Mercies contained in ir, 

2: The perfeQtion of his Sacrifice is evident,by its ex- 
piating univerſally the guilt of all tranſgreſſions. 'Tis 


true, Sins in their own nature are different; ſome have 
a 
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=, 77. a crimſon guilt attending them, and accordingly Con- 
AS ſcience ſhould be affected : But the Grace of the Goſpel 


L Cor, 6, 11. 


He», I O- 26. 


Heb.o. 29,29 


makes nodifference. The Apoſtle tells us , that the 
Blood of Chriſt cleanſeth from all j1ns : whatever the kinds, 
degrees and circumſtances ace, As the Delage over- 
flowed the higheſt Mountains, as well as the leaſt Hill,. 
ſo pardoning Mercy covers Sins of the firſt magnitude as 
well as the ſmalleſt. Under the Law,one Sacrifice could: 
expiate but one Offence, though but againſt a cerxa/ 
Commandment; but this one waſhes away the guilt of 
all Sins againſt the Mora/ Law. And in that Diſpen- 
ſation no Sacrifices were inſtituted for Idolatry, Adulte- 
ry, Murder, and other Crimes ; which were certainly 
puniſht with Death, But under the Goſpel, Sins of 
what quality ſoever, if repented of, are pardoned. The 
Apoſtle having reckoned up Idolaters,  Adulterers, and 
many other notorious Sinners that ſhall not inherit the 
Kingdom of Heaven, tells the Corinthians,that ſach were 
ſome of them , but they were ſanitified, and juſtified in the 
Name of the Lord Fefus Ghrifk, Tis trac, Thoſe who 
fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt are excepted from Pardon : 
But on me Becauſe _ _ ” —_ was not 
appointed for the Expiation of it : An NJ NO 
Seerifice there is no.SatisfaQtion, and wo. no 
equires this 


Pardon. The Wiſdom and Faſtice of God r 
Severity againſt them: For if be that deſpiſed Moſes Law 
died without Mercy, of how much ſorer puniſbwent ſhall be 
be thought worthy; who. hath trodew_ andey foot the Son of 
God, and hath <onnted the Blood of the Conenant wherewith, 
he was ſanitified aw unholy thing, 4nd hath done deſpite to 
the Spiritef Grace # that is, They renounce their Re- 
deemer as if he were not the Son. of God, : and vertually 
conſent to the cruel Sentence paſt againſt Him; .as if he 
had blaſphemed'wher he dectared elf tobe fo. and 
thereby out-(in his Sufferings, How reaſonable is x: 
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they ſhould be for ever deprived of the Benefits, who 0b- Chap. 1g. 
ſtinately reje& the Means that purchaſei them ® WW 
2, The Death of Chriſt hath procured Grace for Men. 
We made a Fortciture of our Original Holineſs, and 
were righteouſly deprived of it. And till Divine Ju- 
ſtice was appeaſed,all influences of Grace were ſuſpend- 
ed, Nowthe Death of Chriſt opened Heaven, and 
brought down the Spirit, who is the Principle of Re- 
novation in us. The World lay in wickedneſs,as a Carcaſs x john 1. 1,5. 
in the grave, inſcnſible of its horror. and corruption. 
The Holy Spirit hath inſpired it with a new life, and 
by a marvellous change hath cauſed Purity to ſucceed 
Pollution, _ .- | 
3. The receiving Believers into Heaven is a convin- 

cing proof of the all-ſutficiency of his Sacrifice, For-Ju- 
ſice will not permit that Glory and Immortality, which 
are the Priviledges of the Righteous, ſhould be given to 

uilty and defiled Creatures. . Therefore our Sayiour's 
firſt and greateſt work was to remove the bar that ex- 
cluded us from the place of Felicity,  *'Tis more dif- 
ficult to juſtifie a Sinner, than to glorifie a Saint, The 
Goodneſs of God inclines Him to beſtow Happineſs on 
thoſe who are. pot obnoxious to,the: Law ;. but his Ju- 
ſtice was to be atan'd by Sufferings.... Now what -ſtron- 
ger Argument can there be, that God is infinitely plea- 

ed with what His Son hath. done and ſuffered tor his 
People, than the taking of them into his Preſence to ſee 
his Glory £ The Apoſtle ſets down-this orde 1n the work 
of our:Redemption, That Chriſt- being my, perfect by yes. x. g. 
Sufferings,. that is,having conſummated that paxt of his 
Othce which reſpe&ed the expiation of Sin , He became 
the Author of eternal Saluation to all that obey . him, Tg 
ſum up all, 'tis obſervable, that the Scripture attributes 
to the Dearh of Chriſt, nor only Satisfaction, whereby 
weare redeemed from Punithment ; but ſich a reJung 
M m © dant 


Chap. 14. 
OR "Yd 
Gal. 3. 4, 5- 


Heb. 13. 20. 
I uk. 2:. 20- 


Heb. 10. 19 
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dant Merit, as purchaſes for us Adoption, and all the 
glorious Prerogatives of the Children of God. Upon 
theſe n bra 15 Blood hath a double Efticacy : Ag 
the Blood of the Covenant, it procured our Peace ; as the 
Blood of the Teſtament, it conveys to us a Title to Heaven 
itſelf; accprding to that of St, Paul, We have boldneſs 
ro enter into the Holieſt by his Blood. 

I will remove #wo ſlender prejudices againſt this Do- 


 Etrine : X 


1. That Repentance and Faith are required in order to 
the partaking of the precious benefits which Chriſt hath 
purchaſed, - Jer not leſſen the Merit of his Death, and 
the compleatneſs of the Satisfaftion made to God by it, 
For we muſt conſider : 

There is a great difference between the payment of 
that the Law requires by the Debtor, and the payment 
of that which was not in the original Obligation- by a- 
nother in his ſtead. Upon the payment of the firſt, a&ual 
freedom immediately follows. If a Debtor pays the ſum 
he ows,or aCriminal endures the puniſhment of theLaw, 
they are aually diſcharged, and never liable to be ſued 
or ſuffer again, But when the ſame that the Law re- 
quires is not paid, but ſomething elfe, dy another ; the 
releaſe of the guilty is ſuſpended upon thoſe conditions, 
which he thar freely makes SatisfaQion,and the Gover- 
nour who by fayour accepts it, are _—_ to appoint. 
Now 'tis thus in the tranſaQion of oar Redemption : 
Chriſt laid down his Life forus, and this was nor the 
very thing in ſtri& ſenſe that the Law required; For ac- 
cording to the threatning, the Soul that fon ſball die, the 
Delinquent in his own perſon was to ſuffer the penal- 
ty: and there was nv neceflity natural or moral that ob- 
liged God co admit” of his Satisfa&ion for our diſcharge, 
bat in rigour of Juſtic? he might rcefuſe ir. It the Law 

had expreſlt that the ſinner or his Surety ſhould ſuffer, 
there 
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this the Grace of God ſo illuſtriouſly appears, that by 
his appointment the puniſhment of the Guilty was tranſ- 
fer'd to the Innocent, who voluntarily undertook for 
chem. In this reſpe& God truly pardons fin, though 
he reccived intire Satisfaction ; for he might in right 
have refuſed it, 

Now theſe things being ſuppoſed, although the Blood 
of Chriſt was a price ſo precious that it can only be va- 
lued by God that received it, and might worthily have 
redeemed a thouſand Worlds; yet the effects of it are 
to be diſpenſed according to the Eternal Covenant be- 
tween the Father and the Son, and the tenour of it isre- 
vealed in the Goſpel; viz that Repentance and Faith 
are the conditions, upon which the obtaining pardon of 
. fin,and all the bleſſings which are the conſequents of it, 
depends: Thus Chrift who makes Satisfation,and God 
that acceprs it, declare. The Commiſſion of. the Apo- 


WO Ne 


267 
there had been no nced of a berter Covenant, But in T5 D 14. 


4. 


{tles from his own-tnouth was, to preach Repertence and uk 24. 47: 


Remiſſion of Sins in his name to all Nations: and he was 


exalted by God to be a Prince, aud a Szviewr, for togive A8s 5. z1, 


repentance to Iſrael, and forgrvencff of (in. 

The ing of x xr L 2 meer poſitive 
command, wherein the will of the Law-giver is the ſole 
ground of our duty; but there is a ſpecial congraity and 
reaſon in the nature of the thing it ſelf, For Chriſt 
hath ſatisfied Juſtice, that God may exerciſe pardoning 
Mercy in ſuch a manner as is ſuirable to his other Per- 
tetions, Now'tis contrary to his Wiſdom to diſpenſe 
the precious benefits of his. Sons Blood to impenitent 
Unbelievers; to give ſuch rich Pearls, and ſo dearly 
bought,to Swine that will trample them under their feet; 
to beſtow Salvation on thoſe who deſpiſe the Saviour, 
'Tis contrary to-his Holineſs to forgive thoſe who will 
ſecurely abuſe his favour, as if his. pardon were a pri- 
X Mm 2 viledg 


Cha 
Et >; 


P. 14, 


* x Pet. ls 7» 
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viledg and licenſe to fin againſt him. Nay,final Impeni- 
tency is unpardonable to Mercy it ſelf, For the obje&s 
of Juſtice and Mercy cannot be the ſame : now an impe- 
nitent ſinner is neceflarily: under the Trevenging Juſtice 
of God. 'Tis no diſparagement tohis Onnipotency that 
he cannot ſave ſ:ch: For although God can do whatſo. 
ever he will, yet he can will nothing but what is agreea- 
ble to his Nature. Not that there is any Law aboveGod 
that obliges him to act, but he is a Law to himſelt, And 
the more'excellent his. Pertc&ions are; the leſs he can 
contradi& them. As 'tis no refleQtion upon his Power 
that he cannot die, neither is it thathe can do nothing 
unbecoming his Pertetians, On the contrary, 'it im- 
plies weaknefs to-be liable to any ſuch a&ts Thus ſup- 
poling the Creature Holy, it 4s impoſſible but he ſhould 
love itznot that he ows any thing to the Creature, bur in 
regard he is infinitely good: and if impenitent and obſti- 
nate in fin, he:cannor but hate and:/punith it; not that he 
is accountable. for his AQions, bur becaufe the: is infi- 
nitely Juft, . Andfrom hence it appears, that the requir- 
ing of Repentance.and Faith in order to.the aQual par- 
taking of the bleſſings qur Redeemer purchaſed, doth not 
diminiſh the value of. his Satisfaction; they being not 
the caulesiaf pardon, but neceflary. qualifications inthe 
ſuabjeR that receives it, 1 | ID 1126, $3 KN 
2. It doth not leſſen the Compleatneſs of his Sarif- 
faction,tbat Believers are liableco Aflictians and Death. 
For theſe are. contirined according:to the agreement be- 
tween God an41:our Redeemer, tor other —_ than Satiſ- 
faction to Juſtice, wliich was fully accompliſhe by him, 
This will appear by feveral Conſiderations: 
rt. Some Afflictions have not the nature of a Puniſh- 
ment, but are' mtended-only for. the exercife of their 
Graces; thatthetrial of their Faith; Patrence, and Hope 
being much more precions than of Gold that periſbeth though 
Fl 
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it be tried with fire, might be found unto praiſe. Now 


that Chriſtians endure for:the promotion of the Goſpel. 
Thus the Apoſtles eſteemed themſelves dignified, in - ſut- 
fering what was contumelious and reproachtul for the 
Name of Chriſt. And St. Pas/ interprets it as a ſpeci- 
al favour, that God call'd forth the Philippians to the 


R 
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theſe Aflictions are the occaſion of their Joy, and in or- COILED 


der to their Glory, Of this kind are all the Sufferings J-= 1: 1. 


OM. F. 2» 3. 


ACt3 5.41. 


Combate ; To you it is given in the behalf of Chriſt to ſuf* pit. 1. +9, 


fer : Not only the Graces cf Faith ang Fortitude, . but 
the Aﬀiiction was given. So Bzlievers re declared Hap- 
Po when they are partakers of Chriſts Sufferings : for the 

pirit of Glory reZts on them, Now it is evident that At- 
fictions of this nature are no Puniiſhments. For ſince 
tis eſſential to Puniſhment tobe inflicted for a Fault, 
and every Fault hath a twrpitude in it , it neceſſarily 
follows, that Puniſhment which is the brand of a crime 
muſt be always attended with infamy, and the Suf- 
ferer under ſhame. But - Chriſtians are honourable 
by their ——_ for God, as they conform them to 
the Image of his Son, who was conſecrated by Suffer- 
; | 


- -2, Aﬀrictions are ſent ſometimes not with reſpect to 
a Sin committed, but to prevent the commiſſion of it : 
and this diſtinguiſhes them from Puniſhments, For 
the Lew deters from Evil, not by infliting,. but threat- 
ning the Penalty : But in the Divice Diſcipline there is 
another Reafon.God afflits to reſtrain trom Sin: As St, 
Paul had « thorn in the fleſh to prevent Pride. 

3- Thoſe Evils thac are inflictedon B:lievers for Sin, 
do not diminiſh the power and value of Chriſt's Paſſion, 
For we mult diſtinguiſh between Puniſhments which are 
meerly ce#igatory tor the good of the Offender, and that 
are purely vindic#tve for the juſt SatisfaQion of the Law. 
Now Believers are liable tothe firſt, but are freed c_ 

e 


I P.r. 4 * I 4. 


2 Cor. iz. A 


Chep. —_— the other : For Chriſt hath redeemed them from the Curſe 


Ws of the Law, being 


Heb, 12.6. 


Va. 1: 5. 


made a Curſe for them, 

The Popiſþ Docrine of SatisfaQtion to offended Ju. 
ſlice by our ſuffering remporal Evils,is attended with ma- 

ny pernicious Conſequences : 

1. Ic robs the Croſs of Chriſt of one part of its Glory; 
as if ſomething were left to us to make up in the degrees 
and vertue of his Sufferings. 

2. Itreflets on Gods Juſtice, as it he exated two 
different Satisfagtions for Sin : the oxe from Chriſt our 
Surety, the othenfrom the Sinner, 

3- Itdiſparages his Mercy,in making Him co puniſh 
whom He pardons, and to inflict a Penalty after the Sin 
is remitted, | 

4. Tis dangerous to Man, by feeding a falſe Preſump- 
tion in him; as if by the merit of his Sufferings,he could 
expiate Sin, and obtain part of that Salvation which we 
entirely owe to the Death of our Redeemer. 

The difference between Chaſtiſements, and purely 
vindictive Puniſhments, _ in three things : 

I. In the Cauſes from whence they proceed. The 
ſevereſt Sufferings of the Godly are not the effects of the 
Divine Vengeance. . *Tis true, they are Evidences of 
Gods diſpleaſure againſtthem for Sin,but nor of Hatred, 
For being reconciled to them in-Chriſt, He bears an un- 
changeable Aﬀection to them ; and Love cannot hate, 

though it may beangry. .. The wative that excites God 
to correct them is'Love: according to that teſtimony 


- of the Apoſtle, Whom the Lord loves he chaſters. ' As 


ſometimes out 'of his ſevereſt diſpleaſure He tor- 
bears to ſtrike, and condemns obſtinate Sinners to Prof- 
perity here; ſo from the tendereſt Mercy he afflicts his 
own. But purely vind;Zive Judgment proceed from 
meer wrath, 0 G3 TLIC \ '' 27k 
- 2, They differ in their Meaſures, Thaliabrabap ns 
þ ICVETS 
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lievers ſuffer are always proportioned to their ſtrength, Chap. 14 
They are not the ſudden eruptions of Anger, but I >" 


deliberateDiſpenſations. David deprecates God's Judg- 


ment as *tis oppoſed to Favour, Enter mot into Judg- yp, ,.. . 


ment with thy Servant, O Lord; and Feremiah defires 


Gods Judgment as 'tis oppoſed to Fury, CorretF me, O Jer. 10. 24. 


Lord, in thy Tudgment, not in thy Fury. *Tis the graci- 


ous Promiſe of God to David with reſpe&' to Solomon, , c... — 


If he commit Iniquity 1 will chaſten him with the rod of men, 
and with the ſtripes of the Childrenof men ; that is, Cha- 
ſtiſe him moderacely: For in the ſtile of the Scripture,as 
things are magnified by the Epither Divine, or of God, 
as the Cedars of God, that is, very tall ; and Nzimve is 
called the City of God, that is, very great : So to (igni- 
he things that are in a meatocrity, the Scripture uſes 
the Epithet humane, orof Men, And according to the 
Rule of Oppoſition, the Rod of God is an extraordina- 
ry Aﬀiction which deſtroys the Sinner ; 'tis ſuch a Pu- 
niſhment as a man can neither inflit, nor endure : But 
the Rod of Men is 2 moderate CorreRion,that doth not 
exceed the ſtrength of the Patient, But every purely 
vindictive Puniſhment which the Law pronounces, is in. 
proportion to the nature of the Crime, not the ſtrength 
of the Criminal, 

3+ They are diſtinguiſht by the intention andend of 
God in infliting them: 

I. In Chaſtiſements God primarily deſigns the pro- 


fit of his People, That they may be partakers of his Holz- Heb. 12. :0. 


neſs, When they are ſecure and carnal, He awakens 
Conſcience by the ſharp voice of the Rod ;. to refle. 
upon Sin, to make them: obſervant for the future, to 
render their Aﬀections more indifferent to the World, 


and ſtronger towards Heaven. The Apoſtle expreſles i Cor. rr. z1. 


the nature of Chaſtiſements, Whex we are judged, we are 


inftrafled by the Lord: They are more lively. Lefſons = _s 
note. 
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Chap. 1 


Pſal. 


$ Cor. 11, 


a. thoſe which are by the Word alone, and make a deeper 
( //D impreſſion upon the heart. David acknowledges, Be- 
119: 7: fore he was 4 ſiicted be went aſtray, but now have I kept thy 


words, Corrupt Nature makes God's Favours pernicious, 
but his Grace makes our Puviſhmen:s profitable. Briefly, 
They are not SatisfaCtions for what is paſt, but admo- 
nitions for the time to come. Bur purely vindictive 
Judgments arenot inflicted for the retormation of an 
Offender, but to preſerve the honour of the Sovereign, 
and Publick Order, and to make compenſation for the 
breach of the Law. If any advantage accrue to the 
Offender 'tis accidental,and beſides the intention of the 
Judg. 

- The end of Chaſtiſements upon Believers is to 
prevent their final deſtruction: Whez we are Fudged, 
we are Chaſtened of the Lord, that we may not be condemned 
with the World. And this ſweetens and allays all their 
Sufferings. As the Pſalmiſt declares, Let the Righte- 
ous ſmite me, and it ſpall be a kindneſs ; let himreprove 
me, it ſhall be an excellent oile, which ſhall not break my 
head, But the Vindictive Puniſhment of a Malefactor 
is not to prevent his condemnation ; for Death is ſome- 
times the Sentence. In this reſpect the-temporal evils 
that befal the Wicked and the Godly, though materi- 
ally the ſame, yet legally differ. For to the Wicked 
they are as ſo many earneſts of the compleat payment 
they ſhall make to Juſtice in another World ; the be- 
ginnings of Eternal Sorrows : but to the Godly they 
are in order to their Salvation, They are as the Red-Sea, 
through which the Iſrac/ites paſt to the Land of Promiſe, 
but the Egyptians were drowned in it. Briefly, their Sut- 
terings difter as much in their iſſue, as the Kingdoms of 


Heaven and of Hell. 


2. That Death remains to Believers, doth not leſſen 


the perfection of Chriſt's Satisfation, *'Tis rrue con- 
| fidered 
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ſidered abſolutely, *tis the revenge of the Law for ſin, T hap. 14. 
and. the greateſt temporal evil ;- ſo that it may ſeem vom 


ſtrange, that thoſe who 4re Redeemed by an alſuffici- 
ent Ranſom ſhould pay this Tribute to the King of 
Terrors. But the nature of it is changed, 'tis a Curſe 
to the wicked inflited tor Satisfaction to Juſtice, but 
a Priviledg to Believers: as God appointing the 
Rainbow to be the Sign of his Covenant, that he wou 
drown the World no more,ordain'd the ſame Waters to 
be the token of his Mercy, which were the inſtrument 


14” Cor. 3. 22- 


of his Juſtice. Bleſſed aye the dead that aie in the Lord. rev. is, ny. 
And the Pſa/miſt tells us, that precious in the fight of the Pi 16. 19. 


Lord is the Death of his Saints: Chriſt hath taken away 
what is truly deſtructive in it, *Tis continued for their 
advantage. 

1. Corruption hath ſo depraved the ſenſitive ap- 
petite, that during our natural ſtate we are not in- 
tirely freed fromit : but Death that deſtroys- the na- 
tural frame of the Body, puts an end tofin, And in 
this reſpect, there is a great difference between the 
Death of Chriſt and of Believers: the End of his was to 
remove the guilt of fin, of theirs to extinguiſh the reli- 
ques of it; rn rn rem —_ - 

2. 'Tisa delivery from Temporal evils, and an en- 
trance into Glory, Death and Deſpair ſeize on the 
Wicked at once , but the Righteous hath hope in his 
Death. 

3. TheGrave ſhall give up its ſpoils at the laſt, Tt 
retains the Body for a time, not to deſtroy but purifie it. 


Our Saviour tells us, that whoever believes on him ſhall john 11. 


not ſee death, for he will raiſe them up at the laſt day. 
He that dies a Man,: ſhall revive an Angel, cloathed 
with Light and Immortality. I will conclude this argu- 


ment with the words of Y, Auſtis : Ablato CY1m1nts TI ib, 13. de 
nexu, relicka eft wors. Nunc vero majore & mirabiliore © © 4 


Nun gratia 
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Chap. 14, &7#tHa Satvatoris in wſus juſbitic percati pena oft romverſa, 
a 


Tum-enim dictum eft Homini, morieris ſt peccaveris,  nunc 
dictum eſt Martyri, morere ne pecces. . Et fic per ineffa- 
bilew Dei miſericordiam & ipſa pena vitiorum tranſit in 
arma virtutis, &. fit juiti meritum etiam ſupplictuns pec- 
ctatorts, Although the 'Guilt of Sin is removed, yet 
Death remains, But by the admirable Grace of the 
Redeemer, the puniſhment of fin is made an advantage 
to Holineſs, The Law threatned Man with Death 
if he finned ; the Goſpel commands a Martyr to die, 
that he may not ſin, -And thus by the unſpeakable 
Mercy of God, the puniſhment of Vice becomes the fe. 
. curity of Vertuez and that which was revenge upon 
the _ - gives to the Righteous a title to a glorious 
reward, | 


CHAP, Xy, 
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CHAP. XV. 


D——— ” - * —_ 


Prattical Inferences, In the Death of Chriſt there is the 
cleare#t diſcovery. of the evil of fin. The ſtriftneſs of 
divine Fuſtice is moſt viſible init, The conſideration of 
the ends of Ghriſt's Death takes off the ſcandal of the 
Croſs, and changes the offence into admiration. The 
Satisfattion of Fuſtite by Chritt's Sufferings affords the 
#ronge# aſſurance that God is ready to pardon ſinners. 
The abſolute neceſſity of wu ing with the terms of the 
—_ for Fattification, There are but two ways of ap- 

| __ the ſupreme Fuage : either in Iunocence, 

-. or by# pros yr of G Fw The Cauſes why men 
rejelt Chrifh are, a be temper that is natural to them, 

\ of althe nilt love-of fin. The unavoidable viſe 

| » of What will or ——_ to our Saviour 


; Of Sa heics: we may Aiſtover moſt- clearly the 
"EF! evil. of Sin, which no Sacnfice could expiate 
biit the Blood of the Son of Godi- 'Tis true, the-1nter- 
nal Maliguity of Sin, abſtrafted from its dreadful ef: 
4efts,” is moſt worthy: of ourhatred : For'tis in its 
own nature direct enmity again God, and obſcures the 
Glory of all his. Attributes. *Tis the- violatiod of his 
Majeſty; who is the univerſal Sovereign of Heaven and 
Earth. ' A. contrariety t6 his: HolinefS, which ſhines 
forth in his Law.” Adeſpiliag his Goodneſs, 'the at- 
tracive to Obedience, The contempt of his Orniſci- 
__ which fees every fin when 'tis committed, The 
—_— tus terrible-Juſtice-and Power, as if the Sin- 
net couldſecure himfelf from his Indignation; ' A dent- 
al ofhis Truth, as:if the threatning were a vain terror 
Nn 2 to 


Chap. 15. 
Sa >. 
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to ſcare Men from fin, And all this done voluntarily, 
to pleaſe an irregular cortupt Appetite, by a deſpicable 
Creature,who abſolutely depends upon God for his be- 
ing and happineſs, 

Theſe Conſiderations ſeriouſly —_— are moſt 
proper to diſcover the extremity of its evil, But ſen- 
{ible demonſtrations are moſt powerful to convince and 
affe&t us: and thoſe are taken from the fearful Pu- 
niſhments that are inflicted for Sin, Now the Torments 
of Hell which are the juſt and full recompence of Sin,are 
not ſenſible -till they. are inevitable. And . temporal 
Judgments cannot fully declare the infinice Diſpleaſure 
of God againſt the wiltul contempt of his Authority, 
But in the Sufferings of Chriſt *tis expreſt to the ut- 
moſt, If Juſtice it ſelf had rent the Heavens, and come 
down in the moſt viſible Terror to revenge the Rebelli- 
ons of Men, it could never have made ſtronger impreſ- 
fions upon us than the Death of Chriſt dueiy conſider- 
ed. The Deſtrution of the World by Water, the 
miraculous burning of Sodom and Gomorrah by ſhowers 
of Fire, and all other the moſt terrible Judgments,46 nor 
afford ſuch a ſenbble inſtruftion of the evil of Sin. If we 
regard the Dignity of his Perſon, and the depth of his 
Sufferings, He is an unparallel'd example of God's In- 
dignation for the breach of -his Holy Law. For He 
that was the Son of God, and the Lord of Glory, was 
made a Man of Sorrows. He endured Deriſion, Scourg- 
ings, Stripes, and at laſt a cruel and curſed Death. 
The Holy of Holies was crucified between two Thieves, 
By how much the Life of Chriſt was more precious than 
the lives of all men, ſo much in his Death doth the 
wrath of God appear more fully againſt Sin, than it 
would in the deſtruction of the whole world bF Sinners. 
And His Spjritual Sufferings infinirely exceeded all His 
Corporeal, The Impreſſions of Wrath that were inflicted 
by 
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by God's immediate Hand upon his Soul, forced from Chap. 15, 
him thoſe ſtrong Cries, that moved all the powers of Cw 


Heaven and Earth with Compaſhon. If the curtain 
were drawn afide, and we ſhould look into the Cham- 
bers of Death where ſinners lie down in Sorrow for e- 
ver, and hear the woful expreſſions and deep com- 
plaints of the Damned, with what horror and diftration 
they ſpeak of their torments, we could not have a fuller 
teſtimony of God's Infinite diſpleaſure againſt Sin than 
in the Anguith and Agonies ot our Redeemer. For what- 
ever his Sufferings were in kind, yet in their degree and 
meaſure they were equally terrible with thoſe that con- 
demned Sinners enduce. Now how: is it poſſible that 
Rational Agents ſhould freely, in the open light, for 
periſhing vanities,dare to commit fin £ Can they avoid 
or endure the Wrath of an Incenſed God * If God ſpa- 
red not his Son when he came in the fimilitude of ſinful 
fleſh,how ſhall Sinners who are deeply and univerſally 
defiled eſcape © Can they fortifie themſelves againſt the 
Supreme Judge? Can they:enconnter with the fury of 
the Almighty, the apprehenſions of which made the 
Soul of Ghriſt heavy unto Death Have they patience to 
bear that: for eyer, which-was to Chriſt, who had the 
ſtrength of the Deity to ſupport him, intolerable for a 
few hours 7 If it were-ſo. with the green Tree, what 
will become of the dry when expoſed to the fiery Tri- 
al © 1f he that was Holy. and Innocent ſuffered ſo dread- 
fully, what muſt they. expe who. add impenitency to 
their guilt, and live in the bold. commiſſion! of Sin, 
without reflection and remorſe 2 What prodigious Mad- 
neſs is it #0 drink iniquity like water,as a, harmleſs thing, 
when 'tis a poiſon ſo deadly, that the leaſt drop of it 
brings certainruine © What deſperate Folly,, to have 
ſlight apprehenſions of that, . which is attended with the 


ft and ſecond Death * Nothing but ——— 
ity 


Chap. 15, 
LWNY 


Rom. 1. 3L- 


Heb. 9. 22. 
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delity and Inconſideration can make men vent urous tg 
provoke the living God, who is infinitely ſenſible of their 
Sins, and who both can and will moſt terribly puniſh 
them for ever. 
2+ The ſtricneſs of Divine Juſtice appears, that re- 
quired Satisfaction equivalent to the deſert of fin. The 
natural Notion of the Deity, as the Governour of the 
World, inſtructed the Heathens, chat thetr anſgreſſion 
of his Laws was worthy of Death. This proves that the 
obligation to puniſhment doth not ariſe trom the meer 
will of God,which is only diſcovered by Revelation;but 
is founded in the nature of things, and by its own light: 
is manifeſted to reaſonable creatures. From hence 
they inferred, that it was not becoming the Divine 
Nature, as qualified with the relatiqn of Supreme Ru- 
ter, to pardon Sin without Satisfation, This appears 
by the Sacrifices and Ceremonies, the Religions and 
Expiations which were performed by the moſt ignorant 
Nations, And although they infinitely abuſed them- 
ſelves in-the conceit they had of their pretended: effica- 
ey and vertue; yet the univerſal conſent of Mankind.in 
the belief that Satisfaction was neceſſary, declares it to 
be true. This, as other. natural DoGdrines, is more 
fully revealed'by Scripture, Under the Law without 
ſhedding-of blood there was no remiſſion, ;not that common 
Blood could make Satisfaction for Sin, but God 
commanded there ſhould be.a vifible mark of its neceſſi- 
ty in the-Worſhip offer'd to him, and: a. prefiguration 
kat it {Mould be accompliſht by:a Sacrifice etexpally ef: 
ficacious. = 09 flex gr 19% 
And the Occoxemy. of out Salvation' clearly proves, 
that to preſerve the honour of Gods Government, 'twas 
moſt fie Sin ſhould: be: puniſh; that: Sinners might. be 
pardoned;.-Bor nothing was mate xepugnant to,the Will 
of God abſolutely confidered,”than the Nearh of his Bo- 
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ſoved Son57and the natural WHL' of Chriſt was; averſe from Th.7 5, 
it, - What then moved that Infinite Wiſdom, which wills no- 


ching but 'what is perfe&tly reaſonable, to ordain that event * 
Why ſhould it take fo- great a circuit, if the way was ſo 
ſhort, that by -puxe Favour, without Satisfaction, Sin might 
havebeen pardoned © Our Saviour declares the neceſſity of 
his ſuffering Death, ſuppoſing the Merciful Will of kris Father 
to ſave us, when He ſaith, that «s Moſes /ifted up the Ser- 
pent in the wilderneſs, even ſo muſt the Son of man be liſted 
up,” that whoſoever believes in him ſhould mt periſh. "Tis 
true, Since God had foretold and pretigured his Death by 
the oracles 'and ations under the Law, it neceſſarily came 


| to paſs, But co conſider things exatly, the unchangeable 
! truth of Types and Propheſies 1s not the primitive and main 
| reaſon f the neceſſity of things, but only a ſign of the cer- 


tainty of theevent. In ſtrictneſs, things do not arrive be- 
cauſe of their Prediction, but are foretold becauſe they ſhall 
arrive.'” It is apparent there was a Divine Decree before 
the Prophefies; and that in the Light of Gods Infinite 
Knowledgthings are, before they were foretold. _ So 'tis not 
ſaid, a Man muſt be of a ruddy complexion, becauſe his Pi- 
ure is ſo ; but on the contrary, becauſe he is ruddy, his Pi- 
Qure muſt be ſo. That Chriſt by dying on the Croſs ſhould 
redeem Man, was the reaſon that .the Serpent of btaſs' was 
ereced'on a pole to heal the-1ſraelites,and not on the contrary. 
Briefly, the Apoſtle ſuppoſes this neceſlity of Satisfaction as 
an evident principle, when he proves wiltul Apoſtates tobe 
incapable of Salvation, . becauſe there remains no more Sacrifice 
for fin : For the conſequence were of no force, 1t fin might be 
pardoned without Sacrifice, 'that is, without Satisfaction. 

This account of Chriſt's Death takes of-eheucandal of 
the Croſs, and changes the offence into admiration. _ 'T was 


foretold of Chriſt, that he ſbould be a Stone of ſtumbling, and 4 Luk.1.34; 


Rock of offence ; not a juſt. cauſe, but an occaſion of offence to 


the corrupt hearts of Men, and principally for his Sufferings. 
| | The 
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50 The Fews wete pleaſed with the titles of —_— to the 
CNET Meſ/iah, that he ſhould be a King, powerful and - glorious ; 
but that poverty, diſgrace and the ſuffering Death ſhould be 
his character, they could not endure : therefore they endea- 
voured to pervert the ſenſe of the Prophers. His Diſciples 
who attended him in his mean ſtate,expeRed thoſe ſad appear. 
ances would terminate in viſible Glory. and Greatneſs; :/ but 
when they ſaw him arreſted by his Enemies, condemned and 
crucified, this was ſo oppofite to their expeRation, that 
they fainted under the diſappointment ; and when Chriſt was 
Preacht to the Gentile World, they rejected him with ſcorn, 
His Death ſeemed ſo contrary to the Dignity of his Perſon 
and the deſign of his Office, that they could not reliſh the Do- 
Erine of the Goſpel, They judged it abſurd, to expe Life 
from one that was ſubjected to Death, and Bleſſedneſs from 
De cruce him that was made a Curſe,” To thoſe who look on the 
Chil!9-Death of Chriſt witk the eyes of carnal wiſdom, and accord- 
rane Sapi- ing to the Laws of corrupt Reaſon, it appears folly 
cores 9/5 and weakneſs, and moſt unworthy of God: but if we con- 
dicunt, fider it in its principles and ends, all the prejudices vaniſh, 
Quae cor and we clearly diſcover it to be the moſt noble and eminent 
qui Dcum effe@ of the Wiſdom, Power, Goodneſs and Juſtice of God, 
colitis... Accordingly the Apoſtle tells the Fews, Him being delivered 
um 2 Aug. by the determinate counſel, and P_ of God, they have 
Ser. taken and by wicked hands have «crucified ana ſlain, The in- 
verb. Apoſt. k . 
ſtruments were deeply guilty -in ſhedding that immaculate 
'Blood-; yet we muſt not terminate our thoughts on them, 
but aſcend to the ſupreme Diſpoſer, by whoſe wiſe and holy 
Decree that event came to paſs. To the eye obSenſe.'twas a 
a ſpe&tacle of horrour, that a perfe&t Innocent ſhould. be cru- 
elly torntifed ; but to the eye of Faith, under that ſad and 
——_ appearance, there was a Divine Myſtery, 
able to raiſe our wonder, ,and raviſh our affe&tions. For 
he that- was' nailed to the Croſs, was really the Son of 
God, and the Saviour of Men : his Death with all the penal 


CIT - 
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circumſtances of diſhonour and pain, is the only Expia- 
tion of Sin and SatisfaQion to Juſtice, He by offering 
up his Blood appeas'd the wrath of God, quencht the 
flaming Sword that made Paradiſe inacceſſible to us; he 
took away Sin, the true diſhonour of our natures, and 
purchaſed for us the Graces of the Spirit, the richeſt or- 
naments of the reaſonable Creature. The Doctrine of 
the Crols is the only toundation of the Goſpel, that u- 
nites all its parts, and ſupports the whole building. 
'Tis the cauſe of our Righteouſneſs and Peace. of our 
Redemption and Reconciliation, How bleſſzd an ex- 
change have the Merits of his Sufferings made with 
thoſe of our Sins ? Life inſtead of Death, Glory for 
Shame, and Happineſs fur Miſery, For this reaſon the 
Apoſtle with vehemence declares that to be the ſole 
ground of his boaſting and triumph, which others eſteem- 


cd a cauſe of bluſhing: God forbid that I ſbould Glory ſave Gal. 6. 14, 


in the Groſs of Chriſt, He reje&ts with extreme dereſta- 
tion the mention of any other thingzas the cauſe of his 
Happineſs, and matter of his Glory, The Croſs was 
a tree of Death to Chriſt, and of Life to us. The ſu- 
preme Wiſdom is juſtified of its Children. 

4. The Satisfaction of Divine Juſtice by the Suffer- 
ings of Chriſt, affords the ſtrongeſt aſſurance to Man, 
who is a guilty and ſuſpicious creature, that God is moſt 
ready to pardon fin, There is in the natural Conſci- 
ence when opened by a piercing convidtion of fin, ſuch 
a quick ſenſe of Guilt and God's Juſtice, that it can ne- 
ver have an intire confidence in his Mercy till Juſtice 
be atoned. From hence the convinced Sinner is reſtleſly 
inquiſitive, how to find out the way of reconciliation 
with a Righteous God, Thus he is repreſented inqui- 


ring by the Prophet: Wherewith ſhall I come before the Nic. 6. 6, >. 


Lord, and bow my ſelf before the moſt High God ? ſhall 1 
come before him with Burnt-Offerings, with Calves of 4 
O year 


Chap. 15 . 
a i 
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Chap. 15. J 


or with 


Soul * 


232 The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 
ear old ? will the Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of Rams, 


ten thouſand rivers of oil ſhall I_give my firft-born 


for my tranſgreſſion, the fruit of my Body for the fin of my 


The Scripture tells us that ſome conſum'd their 


Children to render their Idols favourable to them. But 
all theſe means were ineffectual z their moſt coſtly Sa- 
crifices were only food for the fire. Nay,inſtead of ex- 
__ their old, they committed new fins; and were 


fo far 


rom appealing, that they inflamed the Wrath of 


God by their cruel Oblations, But in the Goſpel there 
is the moſt rational and eaſy way propounded for the 
Satisfaction of God and the Juſtification of Man. The 
Righteouſneſs of Faith ſpeaketh on this wiſe, Say not in thy 


heart, 


Who ſhall aſcend into Heaven? (that ,to bring 


down Chriſt from above: ) Or who ſhall deſcend into the deep? 
(that is,to bring up Chriſt again from the dead: ) But if thou 
ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth the Loyd Jeſus,and ſhalt believe 
in thy heart that God hath raiſed him _ the dead, thou 


ſhalt be ſaved, The Apoſtle ſets to 


rth the anxiety of 


an awakened Sinner, heis ata loſs to find out a way to 


eſcape 


the Earth, or floating ont 


Judgment : for _ that are on the ſurface of 
e Waters, are within our 


view, and may be obtained ; but thoſe that are above 
our Underſtanding to diſcover, or Power to obtain, are 
proverbially ſaid to be in the Heavens above, or in the 


Deeps. 


And 'tis applied here to the different ways of 


Juſtification, by the Law and the Goſpel; The Law 
propounds Life upon an impoſſible condition; but the 


Goſpel 


clearly reveals to us, that Chriſt hath perform- 


ed what is neceſſary for our Juſtification, and that by a 
lively and pradical Faith we ſhall have an Intereſt in it. 
The Lord Jeſus being aſcended, . hath given us a con- 
vincing proof, that the Propitiationfor our Sins is per- 
fect: For otherwiſe He had not been received into God's 


Sanctuary. Therefore to be under perplexities how 


we 
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we may»be juſtified, is to deny the value of his Righte. 
ouſneſs, and the truth of his Aſcenſion, And ſay xr, 


233 
Chap. I5. 
a 


who ſhall deſcend into the deep, to bear the Torments of 


Hell, and expiate Sin 2 This is to deny the vertue of his 
Death, whereby he appeaſed God, and redeemed us 
from the wrath to come. In the Law the condemning 


Righteouſneſs of God is made viſible, in the Goſpel his 


juſtifying Righteouſneſs is revealed,from Faith to Faith, Rv 7: 377 


And this is an infallible proof of its divine deſcent. For 
whereas all other Religions either ſtupifie Conſcience, 
and harden it in carnal Security, or terrifie it-by conti- 
nual Alarms of Vengeance; the Goſpel alone hath diſ- 
covered how God may ſhew mercy to repenting Sin- 
ners without injury to his Juſtice,” The Heathens robb'd 
one Attribute to enrich another. Either they conceived 
God to be indulgent to their Sins, and cafie to pardon, 
to the prejudice of his Juſtice ; or cruel and revengeful, 
to the diſhonour of his Goodneſs : But Chriſtians are in» 
ſtructed how theſe are wondertully reconciled and mag- 
nified in our Redemption. From hence there is a divine 
calm in the Conſcience, and that Peace which paſſeth Un- 
derſtanding. ©: The Soul is not only freed from the Fear 


of Gods anger,but hath a lively. Hope of his Favour and 
Love. This is _ by the Apoſtle, when he reckons 


among the Priviledges of Believers, that they are come 


to God the Fudg of all, and to Feſus the Mediator of the 


New-Covenant, and to the Blood of ſprinkling that ſpeaks 
better things than the blood of Abe], The appreheniion of 


Hceb. 12. 23, 


God as the Judg ofthe world,ſtrikes the guilty with fear . 


and terror, but as He is ſweerned by the Mediator, we 


may approach to Him with confidence, For what Sins 
are there which ſo entire a Satisfaction doth not expiare? 
What Torments can they deſerve, which his wounds and 
ſtripes have-not removed ? God is Juſt as well as Mer- 


ciful in juſtifying thoſe who believe in Feſws. 
Oo 2 


"Tis nor 
the 


Chap.15. 
i 


Gal. 3. 10- 
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the quality of Sins,but of Sinners, that excepts them from 

Pardon. Chriſtis the golden Altar in Heaven for penitent 
Believers to flie to, trom whence God will never pluck 
auy one to deſtroy him. 

5. From hence we may learn, how abſolute a ne- 
ceſlity there is for our coming to Chriſt tor Juſtificati- 
on. | 
There are but two ways of appearing before the 
Righteous and Supreme Judg : 

I. In Innocence and finleſs Obedience, or, 2, By the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. The one is by the Law, the 
other by Grace, And theſe two can never be compound- 
ed; for he that pleads Innocence, in that diſdaims Fa- - 
vour,and he that ſues for Favour, acknowledges Guilt. 
Now the firſt cannot be performed by us. For entire 
Obedience to the Law ſuppoſes the integrity of our na- 
tures,there being a More/ impoſhbility that the Faculties 
once corrupted ſhould a& regularly : But Man is ftain'd 
with Original Sin from his Conception. And the form 
of the Law runs univerſally, Curſed « every one that 0- 
beys wot in all things which are written in the Book of the 
Law to as thems. fa theſe Scales oze evil work prepon- 
derates a thouſand good. If a Man were guilty but of 
exe {ingle Error, his entire Obedience afterwards could 
not ſave him ; for that being always due to the Law,. 
the payment of it cannot diſcount for the former Debt. 
So that we cannot in any degree be juſtifiedby the Law; 
for there is no middle between tran , and:not 
tranſgrefſing it, He that breaks one Article in a Cove- 
nant, cuts off his claim to any benefit by it. 

Briefly, the Law Juſtifies only the Perfe&, and con- 
demns without diftinQion all that are Guilty. So that 
to pretend Juſtification by the works of it is as unreaſo- 


nable,as for a man to produce in Court the Bond which 


obliges him to hisCreditor, in teſtimony that he ows 
him 
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him nothing. Whoever preſumes to ar before Chap. 5. 
YN 


God's Judgment-Seat in his own Righteouſneſs tha}l be 
covered with confuſion. 

2. By the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. This alone ab- 
ſolves from the Guilt of fin, ſaves from Hell, and can 
endure the trial of God's Tribunal, This the Apoſtle 

ized as his unvaluable treaſure, in compariſon of 


which all ether thinss are but arofs and dung : that | may yy;i. 3.9. 


be found in him not baving mine own Righteouſneſs, which 
is of the Law,bw that which is through the Faith of Chriſt, 
the Righteoeſnef which is of God by Faith. That which 


he ordained, and rewarded in the Perſon of our Redeem- - 


er, he cannot but accept. Now this Righteouſneſs is 
meritorioufly xnputed only to Believers : Por depend- 
ing ſolely upon the Will of God as to its being and ef- 
fects, it cannot poſſibly be reckoned to any for their be- 
nefit and-advantage; but in that way which he hath ap- 
poitted, * \The Lord Chriſt, who made SatisfaQion, tells 
us, that the benefit of it is communicated only through 
our Believing. God ſo loved the World, that he gave his 
owly begotten Son, that whoſoever believes ow him,ſhould not 
periſh. As all fins are mortal im reſpe& of their guile, 
but death is not actually inflicted for them, upon the 
account of the Grace of the New:Covenant: fo all fins 
are venial in reſpec of the Satisfation made by Chriſt, 
but they are not actually pardoned, till rhe performin 
of the condition to which pardon is annexr, Faith - 
ters the guilt fromthe Sinner to the Sactifice. And this 
is not an a reſtrained to the underſtanding, but prin- 
cipally reſpets the will, by which we accept or refuſe 


Joh. 


3-16. 


Salvation. The nature of it is beſt expreſt by the Scrip- | TI 


ture-phraſe,the receiving Chriſt,which reſpe&s the terms 
upon which God offers him in the Gofpel 7o be our 


Prince and Saviour. The ſtate of favour begins upon AQS 5. 3t, 


our conſent to the New Covenant, And how reaſon- 
able. 
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Chap.15. able is the condition-it requires how impoſſible is it to 


2 Cor. 5. 20. 


be otherwiſe : God is reconcilable by the Death of 
Chriſt, ſo that he may exerciſe Mercy without injury 
to his Juſtice and Holineſs : He is willing and deſirous 
to be upon terms: of amity with Men, but cannot be 
actually reconciled till they accept of them : for recon- 
cilement is between two. Though God upon the ac- 
count of Chriſt is made placable to the humane nature, 
which he is not to the Angelical in its kapſed ſtate, and 
hath condeſcended fo fat as to offer conditions of peace 
to Men, yet they are reconciled at once. That Chriſt 
becomes an effectual Mediator, there muſt be, the con- 
ſent of both parties. As Gpd hath declared his by laying 
the puniſhment of our ſins.on Chriſt ;; ſo. Man gives 
his, by ſubmitting to the Law of Faich. Andthe great 
end of Preaching the Goſpel is, to overcome: the obſtina- 
cy of Men,:'and reconcile them to God and their hap- 
pineſs :: We are Ambaſſaders for Chriſt ; | and, pray you-tn 
Chriſt's ftead, to be reoonciled ro Gad : | with this differ- 
ence;Chrilt turniſht the means,they only bring the meſ- 


Aage of Reconciliation, Now 'Men'are with difficulty 


wrought on to comply with the conditions of Pardon by 
Chrſt:;': .: L9: Ts 2p: 5 Jo 
1. Upon the accountof a legal Temper that univer; 
ſally inclides them to ſeek for Fuſtification by their own 
Works, This is molt ſuitable to rhe Law, and Lighr 
of nature ; for the tenour of the firſt Covenant was, Do 
and live. .So that the way of Goſpel- Juſtification, as 
'ris ſupernatural in its diſcovery {0 in its-cqntrariety to 
Man's Principles, - Beſides, as. Pride at. firſt aſpir'd to 
make Man as God,ſo it cempts him to uſurp the honour 
of Chriſt, to be his own \Sayiour..... He is'unyilling to 
ſtoop, that he may drink of the Waters of Life; Till 
the Heart by the weight of its guilt is broken in pieres, 
and loſes its former tathion and figure, ic will not hum- 


bly 
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and going about to eſtabliſh their own Righteouſneſs, they ſub- 
mitted not to the Righteouſneſs of God, They were pre- 
poſſeſt with this Principle, that Lite was to be ob- 
tained by the.r works , becauſe the expreſs condition of 
the Law was ſo. And miſtaking the end of its Inſtitu- 
tion by Moſes,. they ſet the Law againit the Promiſes : 
For ſince the Fall, the Law was givea,not abſolutely to 
be a Covenant of Lite, but with a deſign to prepare Men 
for the Goſpel-: that upon the fight of. cheir Guilt, and 
the Curſe, they might have recourſe to the Redeemer, 
and by Faith embrace that Satisfaction he hath made 
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bly comply with the offer of Salvation for the Merits of Chap. 15. 

another, And 'tis very remarkable, that upon the firſt Www 

opening of the Goſpel, no Evangelical Doctrine was 

more diſreliſht by the Jews,. than Juſtification by impu- 

ted Righteouſneſs, The Apoſtle gives this account of 

their oppolition,that bring ignorant 7 Gods Righteouſneff, rom. 1c. 
/ 


for them. Chriſt is the end of the Law, for Righteouſneſs, Rom. 10. 4. 


to every one that believeth, From the example of the 
Jews we. may ſee how Men are naturally affected. And 
'tis worthy of obſervation, that the Reformation of Re- 
ligion took its riſe by the ſame controverſie with the Pa- 
piſts, by which the Goſpel was firſt introduced into the 
World, For, beſides innumerable abuſes crept into the 
Church, the People were perſwaded;that by purchaſi 
Indulgences they ſhould be ſaved from the Wrath of 
God. And when this darkneſs covered the face of the 
Earth, the zeal of the firſt Reformers broke forth ; who, 
to undeceive the world,clearly demonſtrated from Scrip- 
tures,that Juſtification is alone obtained by a lively and 
purifying Faith in the Blood of Chriſt, A ſtrong proof 
that the ſame Goſpel which was firſt revealed by the A- 
{tles, was revived by thoſe excellent Men ; and the 
ſame Church which was firſt built by che Apoſtles, was 
raiſed out of its ruines by them.. 
Now 


Rom. 3- 10. 


Gal, 3. 11, 


Rom. 3. 25- 


Phil, 3. 9» 
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Now the Goſpel, to eradicate this diſpoſition which 
is ſo nataral and ſtrong in faln' Man, is in nothing more 
clear-and expreſs than in declaring, that by the deeds of 
the Law there ſhall no fleſh be juſtified in God's ſight, The 
Apoſtle aſſerts without diſtintion, that by the Works of 
the Law Fuftification cannot be obtained : whether they 
proceed from the power of Nature, or the Grace of the 
Spirit, For he argues = the merit of Works to 
Juſtification,not againſt the principle from whenee they 
proceed. And where he moſt affetionately declares 
his eſteem of Chriſt, and his Righteouſneſs, as the ſole 
meritorious cauſe of his Juſtificationzhe expreſly rejes 
his own Righteouſnef, which is of the Law. By his own 
Righteouſneſs he comprehends all the works of the re- 
newed,as well as natural ſtate ; for they are performed 
by Man, and are a&sof Obedience to the Law, which 
commands perfe& Love toGod. Theſe are ſlight wither- 
ing leaves that cannot hide our nakedneſs, and conceal 
our ſhame, when we appear before God in Judgment. 
Not butthat good Works are moſt pleaſing to him;bur 
not for this end, to expiate Sin. We muſt diſtinguiſh 
between their ſubſtance,and the quality chat errour giv- 
eth them. The opinion of merit changes their nature, 
and turns Gold into Drofs. And if our real Righteoul- 
neſs, how exat ſoever, cannot abſolve us trom rhe leaſt 
guilt; much leſs can the performance of ſome external 
a&tions, though ſpecious in appearance, yer not com- 
manded by God, and that have no mora/ value. All the 
Diſciplines and Severities whereby men think to make 
Satista&tion to the Law, are hke a Crown of Straw;that 
diſhonours the Head inftead of adorning it. Bur that 
Righteouſneſs which was acquired by the Obedience and 
Meritorious Sufferings of Chriſt, and is imbraced by 
Faith, is alſufficient for our Juſtification. This is as 
pure as Innocence, to all the effe&s of Pardon and Re- 
conciliation ; 
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conciliation;this alone ſecures us from the charge of the 
Lawzand the challenge of Juſtice, Being cloathed with 
this,we may enter Heaven,and converſe with the pure ſc- 
ciety of Angels without bluſhing, The Saints who now 
rcign in Glory, were not Men who lived in the Perfe&tion 
of Holineſs here below ; but Repenting Believing Sin- 
ners,who are waſhed white in the Blood of the Lamb. 
2. The moſt univerſal hindrance of Men's complying 
with the conditions of Pardon by Chriſt, is, the predo- 
minant love of ſome Luſt, Although Men would enter- 
tain him as a Saviour to redeem them from Hell,yet they 


2389 


Chap. 15 
OWN 


reje& him as their Lord, Thoſe in the Parable who "P WALLY 


ſaid, We will not have this Man to reigover us, expreſt 
the inward ſenſe and (ilent thoughts of all car»a! Men. 
Many would depend on his Sacrifice, yet will not ſub- 
mit to his Scepter ; they would have Chriſt to pacifie 
their Conſciences,and the World to pleaſe their AﬀeRti- 
ons. Thus they divide between the Offices of Chriſt, his 
Prieſtly and his Regal. They would have Chriſt to die 
for them, but not to live in them. They divide the aiZs of 
the ſame Office : they lean on his Croſs to ſupport them 
from falling to Hell, but Crucifie not one Luſt on it. 
They are defirous he ſhould reconcile them to God by 


his Sacrifice, but not to bleſs them,zz turning them from A&s 3. 26. 


their Iniquities, And thus in effe& they abſolutely re- 
fuſe him, and render his Death unavailable : For the 
receiving of Chriſt as Mediator in all his Offices, is the 
Condition indiſpenſably.xequiſite to partake of the Be- 
nefics of his S alferings. The Religning up of our ſelves 
to him as our Prince,is as neceſſary an act of Juſtifying 
Faith, as the Apprehending the Crucified Saviour. So 
that in every real Chriſtian, Faithis the Principle of O- 
bedience and Peace,and is as inſeparable from Holineſs 
as from Salvation. 

To conclude this Argument: From hence we may ſee, 
P p How 
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How deſperate the ſtate is of /mpenitent Unbelievers, 
They are cut off from any claim to the Benefits of 
Chriſt's Death. The Law of Faith,like that of the Meges 
and Perſans, is unalterable: He that believeth not the 
Sor, ſhall not ſee life, Chriſt died not to expiate final 
Infidelity. This is the mortal Sin, that aually damns, 
It charges all their guilt upon Sinners: It renders the 
Sufferings of Chriſt fruitleſs and ineffectual to them, 
For 'tis not the Preparation of a Sovereign Remedy that 
cures the Diſecaſe,but the applying it. As our Sins were 
imputed to him,upon the account of his Union with us 
in nature,and his conſent to be our Surety ; ſo his Righ- 
teouſneſs is meritoriouſly imputed to us, upon our Union 
with him by a lively Faith. The man thar lookt on the 
Rainbow,when he was ready to be drown'd, What relict 
was it to him, that God had promiſed not to drown the 
World,when he muſt periſh in the waters ? So, though 
Chriſt hath purchaſed Pardon for repenting Believers, 
and a Rainbow encompaſſes the Throne of God, the ſign of 
Reconciliation, What advantage is this to the Unbelie- 
ver, who dies in his Sins and drops into the Lake of 
Fire? *Tis not from any defe& of Mercy in God, or 
Righteouſneſs in Chriſt, but for the obſtinate refuſal of 
it,that men certainly periſh. This inhances their Guilt 
and Miſery, All the rich expence of Grace for their 
Redemption ſhall be charged upon them. The Blood of 
Chriſt ſhall not be imputed for their Ranſom, . but for 
their deeper Damnation : and inſtead of ſpeaking better 
things than the Blood of Abel, ſhall call louder for Ven- 
geance againſt them than that innocent Blood which 
reacht Heaven with its voice againſt the Murderer, 
Briefly, whom ſo precious a Sacrifice doth not redeem, 
they are reſerved entire victims, whole burnr-Offerings 
to Divine Juſtice, Every impenitent Unbeliever thall be 


Mark 48- ſalted with fire, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP, XVI. 


Of all the Divine Perfettions Holineſs « peculiarly admi- 
rable, The hononr of it ts ſecured in our Redemption. 
In the bitter Sufferings of Chriſt God arclared Himſelf 
unappeaſable to Sin, though appeaſable to Sinners, The 
Priviledges purchaſed by Chriſt, are conveyed upon 
terms honourable to Holineſs, Paraon of Sin, Adoption, 
the Inheritance of Gloty,are annexed to ſpecial Buali- 
fications in thoſe who receive them, The Redeemer # 
made a quickening Principle to inſpire us with new Life, 
In order to our SanCtification, He hath given ms the moſt 
perfect Rule of Holineſs, He exhibited a compleat Pa- 
tern of it, He purchas'd and conveys the Spirit of Holz. 
neſs to us, He preſents the ſtrongeſt Motives to perſwade 
15 tobe boly. The perfett Laws of Chriſt are conſidered, 
as they enjoin an abſolute ſeparation from all Evil,” and 
command the prattice of ail ſubſtantial Goodneſs, Some 
particular Precepts, which the Goſpel eſpecially enfor- 
ces, with the Reaſons of them,are conſidered, 


()* all the Perte&tions of the Dezty, none is more 
worthy of his Nature, and fo peculiarly admira- 
ble,as his Infinite Purity, * *Tis the molt ſhining Azzr:- 


bute that derives a luſtre to all the reſt : He ix glorious iz; = 


Holineſs, Wiſdom degenerates into Craft, Power into 
Tyranny, Mercy loſes its nature without Holineſs, He 
ſwears by it as his Supreme Excellency : Ozxce have I 
ſworn by my Holinefs, I will not lie unto David, *Tis the 
moſt venerable Attributczin the Praiſe whereof the Har- 
mony of Heaven agrees. The Angels and Saints above 
are repreſented expreſſing their exz4ſy and raviſhment at 
Pp 3 the 


——— 


P:cd- IF. 15, 


Pſa; Th. 


Chap.16. 
i 


Iſa 6. 3. 
Rev. 4- 8. 
Pſal. 147- 19, 
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the beauty of Holineſs. Holy, Holy, Holy & the Lord of 
Hoſts, The whole Barth is full of his Glory, This he on- 
ly loves and values in the Creature,being the Impreſſion 
of his moſt Divine and amiable Perfection. Inferiour 
Creatures have a reſemblance of other Divine Attri- 

butes : The Winds and Thunder ſet forth God's Power, 

the firmneſs of the Rocks, and the incorruptibility of 
the Heavens are an obſcure repreſentation of his 

Unchangeableneſs; but Holineſs, that is the moſt 
Orient-Pearl in the Crown of Heaven, only ſhines 

in the reaſonable Creature. Upon this account Man on- 

ly is ſaid to be formed after his Image, And in Men 

there are ſome appearances of the Deity, that do not en- 

title to his ſpecial Love. In Princes there is a ſhadow of 
his Sovereignty, yet they may be the objects of his diſ- 
pleaſure ; but a likeneſs to God in Holineſs attracts his 

Eye and Heart, and infinitely endears the Creature: to 

him. Now this Attribute is in a ſpecial manner provokt 

by Man's ſin, and we are reſtored to the favour and 

friend{hip of God, in ſuch a manner as may preſerve the 

Honour of it intire and inviolable, : 

This will fully appear by conſidering what our Re- 
deemer ſuffered for the purchaſing our Pardon, and the 
terms upon which the precious Benefits of his Death are 
conveyed to us,and what he hath done to reſtore our loſt 
—_ that we may be qualified for the enjoyment of 
God. 

1: God's Infinite Purity is declared in his Juſtice; in 
that He would nor Pardon Sin but upon ſuch terms as 
might fully demonſtrate how odious 'twas to him, What 
inflam'd the Wrath of God: againſt his Beloved Son, 
whom by a voice from Heaven he declared to be the ob- 
zect of his delight * What made Him inexorable to his: 
Prayers and lears, when He ſollicited the Divine Pow- 
er and Love, the Attributes that relieve the miſerable, 
crying» 
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crying; Abba, Father, all things are poſſible to thee, let Chap. 1 16 


this Gup paſs from me? What made him ſuſpend all 
comforting Influences, and by a dreadful Deſertion af- 
fit him when he was environ'd with Sorrows 2 *Tis Sin 
only that cauſed this fierce diſpleaſure, not inherent, 
(for the Meſhah was cut off, but not for himſelf,) but im- 

ted by his voluntary undertaking for us. God ſo loved 
the World, and fo hated Sin, that He gave his Son to 
purchaſe our Pardon by Sufferings, When his Compaſ- 
lions to Man were at the higheſt, yet then his a»tipathy 
againſt Sin was fo ſtrong, that no lefs Sacrifice could re- 
concile Him to us, Thus God declared hippſelt co be un- 
appeaſable to-Sin, though not to Sinners, 

2. The Piiviledges- that are purchaſed by our Re- 
deemer's Sufferings are diſpenſt upon thoſe terms which 
are honourable to God's Holineſs, I will inſtance inthe 
three great Benefits of the Evangelical Covenant : the 
Pardon of Sin, Adoption into God's Family, and the In- 
heritance of Glory ; all which are conditional,and an- 
next to ſpecial Qualifications inthe perſons who have a 
title to them, 

I. The Deathof Chriſt is beneficial to Pardon and 
Life, only to thoſe who repent and believe. The Holy 
God will by no means ſpare the guilty, that is, declare 
the guilty innocent, or forgive an incapable ſubje&. All 
the Promiſes of Grace and Mercy are with reſpect to Re- 
pentance from dead works, and to a lively Faith. The 
Son of God is made a Prince and a Saviour, to give Re- 
pentauce and Remiſfion of Sins, And the Apoltle tells 
us, that Being juſtified by Faith we have peace with God, 
through our Lord Feſus Chriſt, The firff mctudes a cor- 
dial griet for Sins paſt, and ſincere effectual reſolutions 
to forſake them; and hath a neceſſary conjunction 
with Pardon, as by vertue of the Divine Command, fo 
from a condecency and fitneſs with reſpeR to God the gt- 
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Chap. 16, 
WY ao 


2 Cor.-6. 17. 


ver of Pardon, and to the quality of the Bleſſing it ſelf, 
The other Qualification is Faith, to which Juſtitication 


is in a ſpecial manner attributed; not in reſpect of Ef- 


ficiency or Merit, for the Mercy of God upon the account 
of Chriſt's Satisfaction is the ſole Cauſe of our Pardon ; 
but as a moral inſtrument, that is the Condition upon 
which God abſolves Man from his guilt. And this Grace 
of Faith as it reſpects entire Chriſt in all his Offices, ſo 
it contains the Seed and firſt Lite of Evargelical Obedi- 
ence. It crucifies our Luſts, overcomes the World, 
works by Love, as well as juſtifies the perſon by relying 
on the Merits of Chriſt for Salvation, 

2, Adoptiin into God's Family (the purchaſe of 
Chriſt's Meritorious Sufferings, who redeemed us from 
the Servitude of Sin and Death) is conferr'd upon us in 
Regeneration, For this Prerogative confiſts not meerly 
in an Extrinfick Relation to God, and a title to the E- 
ternal Inheritance ; but in our participation of the Di- 
vine Nature,whereby we are the living Images of God's 
Holineſs, Civil Adoption gives the title, but not the 
reality of a Son , but the Divine is efficacious, and 
changes us into the real likeneſs of our Heavenly Fa- 
ther. We cannot enter into this ſtate of Favour, but up- 
on our cleanſing from all Impurity : Be ſeparate from the 
pollutions Lg the prophane World, and I will receive you,aud 
will be a Father unto you, and ye ſball be my Sons and 
Dawzhters,ſaith the Lord Amighey Thefe are the indi- 
ſpenſable terms upon which we are received into that 
honourable Alliance, None can enjoy the Priviledg,but 
thoſe that yield the Obedience of Children. | 

3. Holineſs is the Condition. on which our future 
Bleſſedneſs depends. Elefing Mercy doth not produce 


our Glorification immediately, but begins in our Yoca- 


tion and Juſtification,which are the intermediate Links 
in the Chain of Salvation: as Aaztura/ Cauſes; work 
on 
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nexion between them: Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they 
ſhall ſee God, The exclubon of all others is peremptory 
and univerſal : Withour Holineſs no man ſhall ſze the 
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ona diſtant obje#, by paſſing through the medium. God Chap.ts. 
firſt gives Grace ; then Glory. The everlaſting Covenant YI 
that is ſealed by the Blood of Chriſt,eſtabliſhes the con- Pil-84- 11. 


Mart. 5. 8. 


Lord. TheRighteouſneſs of the Kingdom is the only way of Heb. 12. 14. 


entring into it. A tew good actions ſcattered in our 
lives are not available, but a courſe of Obedience brings 


to Happineſs. Thoſe _ patient continuance in well- gy, .. z;. 
0 


doing, ſeek for Glory, and Honour, and Immortality, ſhall 
inherit eternal life, This is not a meer politive Ap- 
pointment, but grounded on the unchangeable reſpe&t 
of things. There is a rational convenience between Holi- 
neſs & Happineſs, according tothe Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs of God; and 'tis expreſt in Scripture by the natural 
relation of the Seed to the Harveſt, both as to the qua- 


lity and meaſure: What a man ſows that ſpall he reap, Gal. 6: 7. 


Wemuſt be like God in purity, before we can be in fe- 
licity, Indeed, 'twould bea diſparagement to God's 
Holineſs, and pollute Heaven it ſelf, to receive unſan- 
ified Perſons as impure as thoſe in Hell, 'Tis equally 
impoſſible for the Creature to be happy without the fa- 
vour of the Holy God, and for God to communicate His 


favour to the ſinful Creature. Briefly, according to the - 


Law of Faith, no wicked Perſon hath any right to the 
Satisfaction Chriſt made,nor to the Inheritance he pur- 
chaſed for Believers. 


3. Manin his corrupt ſtate is deprived of Spiritual. 
Life, ſo that till revived by ſpecial Gracc,he can neither 


obey nor enjoy God. Now the Redeemer is made a 
quickning Principle to inſpire us with new life. 
In order to our Satisfation he hath - done four 


things: 


Eirſh, 


Ifa. 1.16, 17+ 


2 Cor,7. 1. 


2 Tit, 11. 12, 


1 Joh. 2. 16, 


Mat- 5, 


Ga, F. 29 11. 
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LEY Yd 


Firſt, He hath given to us the moſt perfect Laws as 
the Rule of Holineſs, 

Secondly, He exhibited the moſt compleat Pattern of 
Holineſs in his Life upon the Earth. 

Thirdly, He purchaſed and conveys the Spirit of Ho- 
lineſs, to renew, and to enable us for the performance 
of our Duties. 

Fourthly,He hath preſented the Rrongeſt Inducements 
and Motives to perſwade us to be Holy, 

Firſt, He hath given to Men the moſt perte& Laws 
as the Rule of Holineſs. The principal parts of the Ho- 
ly Life, are, ceaſing from evil and doing well, Now the 
Commands of Chriſt refer to the pain of us from 
Sin,and the adorning us with allGraces for the diſcharge 
of our univerſal Duty. 

I. They enjoyn a real and abſolute gp pa 4 
all filthinefs of the Fleſh and Spirit. The outward and 
inward Man muſt be cleanſed, not only from Pollutions 
of a deeper dy, but from all Carnality and Hypocriſy. 
The Grace of God that brings Salvation hath appeared to all 
Men, teaching them to deny ungoalineſs,and worldly Luſts: 
All thoſe irregular and impetuous deſires which are 
raiſed by worldly Obje&ts, Honours, Riches, and Plea- 
ſures,andreign in wordly Men; Pride,Covetouſneſs and 
Voluptuouſneſs. The Goſpel is moſt clear, full, and 
vehement, for the true and inward Mortification' of the 
whole body of corruption, of every particular darling 
ſin. It commands us to pluck out the right eye, and to cut 
off the right hand: T hat is,to part with every grateful ahd 
gainful luſt, It obliges us to crucifie the Fleſh, with the 
affettions and luſts. 

The Laws of Men regard External ations as prejudi- 
cial to Societies : but of thoughts and reſolutions that 
break not forth into aR,there can be no humane accuſa- 
tion and judgment; they are exempted from the Juriſ- 


diction 


in Contriving Man's Redemption; 295 


dition of the Magiſtrate, But the Law of Chriſt re- TR;G7IG 
forms the powers of the Soul,and all the moſt ſecret and Wm 
inward motions that depend upon them. It forbids the 
firſt irregular impreſſionsof the carnal appetite. We 
muſt hate fin in all its degrees, ftrangle it in the birth, 
deſtroy it in the conception, We areenjoyned to fly 
the appearances and acceſles of evil ; what-ever is of a 
ſuſpicious nature, and not fully conſiſtent with the pu- 
rity ofthe Goſpel, and what-ever invites to fin and ex- 
poſes us to the power of it, becomes vicious and muſt 
be avoided, T hat glorious purity, that ſhall adorn the 
Church when our Redeemer preſents it without ſpot or 
wrinkle, or - ſuch thing, every Chriſtian muſt aſpire 
to in this Life. In ſhort, the Goſpel commands us to be 
Holy as God is Holy, who is infinitely diſtant from the leaſt * Pet. 1. 15, 
conceivable pollution. 

2+ The Precepts of Chriſt contain all ſolid ſubſtan- 
tial goodneſs,that is eſſentially neceſſary in order to our 
ſupreme Happineſs,and prepares us for the Life of Hea- 
ven, Inhis Sermon on the Mount, He commends to us 
Humility, Meekneſs, and Mercy, Peaceableneſs and 
Patience, and doing good for evil, which are ſo many 
beams of Gods Image, the refle&ions of his Goodneſs 
upon intelligent Creatures. And that comprehenſive 
precept of the Apoſtle deſcribes the Duties of all Chri- 
ſtians : whatſoever things are true ; Truth is the princi- phil, 4. 8. 
pal character of our profeſſion, and is to be expreſtin 
our Words and Actions : whatſoever thing are honeſt, or 
venerable , that is, anſwer the dignity of our High-cal- 
ling, and agree with the gravity and comelineſs of the 
Chriſtian profeſſion : whatſoever things are juſt, according 
to Divine.and 'Humane Laws : whatſoever things are 
pure; we mult preſerve the Heart,the Hand,the Tongue, 
the Eye,from impurity : whatſozver things are lovely and 
of good report ; ſome Graces are amiable and attraQtive in 
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Ephif, 5. 27. 
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3 Fett, It. fo 
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Chap. 16, the view of Men, as calineſs to pardon, a readineſs to 


oblige, compaſſion to the afflicted, liberality to the ne- 
ceſſitous, ſweetneſs of converſation without gall and bit- 
'terneſs ; theſe are of univerſal eſteem with mankind, 
and ſoften the moſt ſavage tempers : f there be any er. 
tue, and if there be any Praiſe, think on theſe thine, 
And St. Petey excites Bclievers, to join to their Faith, 
by which the Goſpel of Chriſt is embrac'd, Intelle&ual 
and Moral vertues, without which 'tis but a vain picture 
of Chriſtianity : Add to your FaithVertue, and to Vertue 
Knowledg, and to Knowledg Temperance, and to Tempe- 
rance Patience, and to Patience Godlineſs, and to_Godl;- 
neſs Brotherly-kinaneſs, and to Brotherly-kindneſs Charity, 
He enforces the command : Give all diligence that theſe 
things abound in you, and ye ſhall neither be barren nor un- 
fruitful in the ledg of Chriſt. Now theſe Graces 
purifie and perieR, __ and raiſe the humane nature, 
and without a Command their Goodneſs is a ſtrong ob- 
ligation, 

I will take a more diſtin&t view of the Precepts of 
Chriſt as they are ſet” down in that excellent — 
ment of them by the Apoſtle. The Grace of God that 
bringeth Salvation hath appeared to all Mep, teaching ns, 
that denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, we ſbould live 
Soberly, Righteouſly, and Godly in this preſent world. 

Here is a diſtribution of our Darties with reſpect to 
their ſeveral ObjeRs, our ſelves, others, and God. The 
firſt are regulated by Temperance, the ſecond by Ju- 
ſtice, the third by Godlineſs, And from the accom- 
pliſhment of theſe is formed that Holineſs without 
which no man ſhall ſee God. 

I. Inreſpe to our ſelves, we muſt live ſoberly. 
Temperance governs the ſenſual appetites and affetti- 
ons by ſanctified Reaſon. The Goſpel allows the ſober 
and chaſt uſe of pleaſures, but abſ Lacely and —_ 

0 
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from all that are unlawtul;that ſtain and vilify the Soul, 
and alienate it from converſe with God,ind mortific its 
taſt to ſpiritual delights. By ſenſual complacency Man 
firſt loſt his Innocence and Happineſs,and till the Fleth is 


ſubdued to the Spirit,he can never recover them. The car-, ,. . 
nal mind is enmity againſt God. Fleſhly luſts war againſt the 


Soul, Therefore we are urged with the molt affeci- 
onate carneſtneſs, to abſtain from them, by withdrawing 
their incentives,and crucifying our corrupt inclinations, 
In ſhort, the Law of Chriſt obliges us, as to deal with 
the Body as an enemy,(that is diſpoſed to revolt againſt 
the Spirit) by watching over all our ſenſes, leſt they 
ſhould betray us to temptations , ſo to preſerve it as a 
(og Foolocrute to God, from all impurity, that will 
render it unworthy the honour of being the Temple of 
the. Holy Ghoſt. 

2.Weare commanded to live Righteouſly,in our rela- 
fion to others. Juſtice is the ſupreme Virtue of humane 
Life, that renders to every one what is due. The Goſ- 
pel gives rules for Men in cvery ſtate and place, todo 
what Reaſon requires, As no condition is excluded from 
its Bleſſedneſs, ſo every one is obliged by its Precepts. 
SubjeRs' are commanded. to obey all the lawful com- 


marids of Authority, and »of "of z and that upon the rom. 13. », :- 
rath but for Gonſcience. ver. 5. 
et. 2.13. 


They muſt obey Man for God's ſake, but never diſobey 77: 


ſtrongeſt motive, xt oxly for 


God for Man's ſake, AndPrinces are obliged to be az en- 
couragement to good Works,. and a terror to the evil; that 


t 


. 
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forbids all exceſs in thoſe that are lawful,and abſtinence Chap. T6. 
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Rom. 13. 3. 
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thoſe who are under them may lead a quiet and peaceable xytei. 5, 


es in all Godlineſs and Honeſty, It injoyns all the re- 
ive duties of Husbands and Wives, Parents and 
hildren, Maſters and Servants, And that in all 


1 The, 4. 6. 
Apud nos ille 


contraQs and commerce nore defraud his Brother : ac- Religiolior qui 
cording]ly in the eſteem of Chriſtians, he is more religi. or. Amer, 
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ous who is more righteous than others, Briefly,Chriſtian 
Righteouſneſs is not to be meaſured by the rigor of Laws, 
but by that rule of univerſal Equity delivered by our Sa- 
viour,Whatſoever ye would have others do toyou,do it to them, 
3. Weare inſtructed by the Law of Chriſt to live 
Godly. This part of our duty reſpects our —_—_— 
ſions, affetions and demeanour to God, which muſt be 
ſuitable to his Glorious perfetions. The Goſpel hath 
revealed them clearly to us, viz. the Unity, Simplici- 
ty, Eternity and Parity of the Divine Nature ; that it 
ſubſiſts in three Perſons, the Father, Son, and Spirit; 
and his Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs in the Work of 
our Redemption. It requires that we pay the ſpecial 
Honour that is due to God, in the eſteem and veneration 
of our Minds,” in the. ſubje&ion of out Wills, is the 
aſcent of our Aﬀections to him as their proper obje&. 
That we have an intire Faith .in his Word, a firm 
Hope in his Promiſes,a Holy Jealoufie for his Honour, 
a Religious care in his Service : and that we expreſs 
our reverence,love and dependence oh os n our Pray- 
ers and Praiſes, Thatour Worſhip of Him be in ſuch 
a manner, as becomes God who receives it, and Man 
that preſents it. Godis a pure Spirit, and Man is. a 
reaſonable Creature,therefore he muſt worſhip hins in- Spi- 
rit and Truth. And ſince Man in his fallen State cannot 
approach the Holy and Juſt God without a Mediator, he 
is direed by the Goſpel to addreſs himſelf to the Throne 
of Grace, in the name Y the Lord Feſus Chriſt, who alone 
can reconcile our Perſohs, andrender our Services ac- 

_— with his Father, MEL OT 
lides the immediate ſervice of the Deity, Godlineſs 
includes the propenſion 8 tendency of the Soul to him 
in the whole converſation; and it contains three things: 
I, That our Obedience proceeds from loye to God as 
its vital Principte, This muſt warm and _—_ 
: e 


__ tn Confriving Man's Redemptfion; zoT” 
the external ation : this alone makes Obedience 'as Chap. 16. 
delightful to us, ſo pleaſing to God, He ſb»ws Mercy WV 
to thoſe who love him, and keep his Commandments, Faith 0d. 20i 6. 
works by Love, and enclines the Soul to obey with the 
ſame Aﬀection that God enjoyns the Precept. 

2, That all our Converſation be regulated by his 
Will as the Rule, He is our Father and Sovereign, and 
the reſpeR to his Law gives to every ation the formali- 
ty of Obedience. We muſt chooſe our Duty becauſe he 
commands it, Whatſoever ye do in word, or deed, do all 
in the name of the Lord Feſus ; that is, for his command, 
and by his aſſiſtance. 

3. That the Glory of God be the ſupreme End of all 
our Actions. This Qualification muſt adhere not only 
to neceflary Duties, but to our natural and civil Acti- 
ons. Our light muſt ſo ſhine before men, that they may ſee, _ 
our good works, and glorifie our Father which is in Heaven, © © © 
Whether we eat or drink, or whatſoever we do, all muſt be 1 Cor. 10. 31. 
done;in a regular and due proportion,to theGlory of God. A 
general Deſignation of this is abſolutely requiſite; and , p..., .,, 
the renewing of our intentions a#a/ly in matters of mo- 
ment, For He being the ſo/e Author of our Lives and 
Happineſs, we cannot without extreme ingratitude and 
diſobedience, negle& to glorifie Him in our Bodies and Cor. 6.19,20. 
Spirits which are his, 

This Religious tendency of the Soul to God, as the 
Supreme Lord and ourutmoſt End, ſanRifies our aRi- 
ons, and =_ an excellency to them above what is in- 
herent in their own nature. Thus moral Dutics towards 
Men, when they are direed to God become Dj- Heb. 13:16. 
vine. AQs of Charity are fo many Sacred Oblations to 
the Deity. Men are but the Altars upon which we | 
our Preſents: God receives them, as Fi unmediately of- 
fer'd to his Majeſty, and conſumed to his Honour. 
Such was the Charity of the Ph;/;ppians rowards — 
ICT. 


Chap. 16, 
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ous who is more righteous than others, Briefly,Chriſtian 
Righteouſneſs is not to be meaſured by the rigor of Laws, 
but by that rule of univerſal Equity delivered by our Sa- 
viour,Whatſoever ye would have others ao toyou,do it to them, 
3. Weare inſtructed by the Law of Chriſt to live 
Godly. This part of our duty reſpects our apprehen- 
ſions, affetions and demeanour to God, which muſt be 
ſuitable to his Glorious perfeftions. The Goſpel hath 
revealed them cleatly to us, viz. the Unity, Simplici- 
ty, Eternity and Parity of the Divine Nature , that it 
ſubſiſts in three Perſons, the Father, Son, and Spirit; 
and his Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs in the Work of 
our Redemption. It requires that we pay the ſpecial 
Honour that is due to God, in the eſteem and yeneration 
of our Minds, in the ſubje&ion of out Wills,. in the 
aſcent of our Aﬀedtions to him as their proper obje&. 
That we have an intire Faith .in his Word, a firm 
Hope in his Promiſes,a Holy Jealouſie for his Honour, 
a Religious care in his Service : and that we expreſs 
our reverence;love and dependence on eqs, Fur Pray- 
ers and Praiſes, Thatour Worſhip of Him be in ſuch 
a manner, as becomes God who receives it, and Man 
that preſents it. God is a pure Spirit, and Man is. a 
reaſonable Creature,therefore he muſt worſhip hins in Spi- 
rit and Truth. And ſince Man in his fallen State cannot 
approach the Holy and Juſt God without a Mediator, he 
is direted by the Goſpel to addreſs himſelf to the Throne 
of Grace, in the name Ca the Lora Feſus Chriſt, who alone 
can reconcile 'our Perſohs, andrender our Services ac- 
ceptable with his Father, ps ENS 

Beſides the inamediate ſervice of the Deity, Godlineſs 
includes the propenſion 8&'tendency of the Soul to him 
in the whole converſation; and it contains three things: 
I, That our Obedience proceeds from loye to God as 
its vital Principte, This muſt warm and _— 
. tne 


__ _ tn Confriving Man's Redemption; zoT'" 
the external action : this alone makes Obedience 'as GFo 76 
delightful to us, fo pleafing to God, He ſb»ws Mercy VV 
to thoſe who love him, and keep his Commandments, Faith ©*0d. 20: 6. 
works by Love, and enclines the Soul to obey with the 
ſame Aﬀecion that God enjoyns the Precept. 

2, That all our Conyerſation be regulated by his 
Will as the Rule. He is our Father and Sovereign, and 
the reſpe& to his Law gives to every a&ion the formali- 
ty of Obedience. We muſt chooſe our Duty becauſe he 
commands it, Whatſoever ye do in word, or deed, do all 
in the name of the Lord Feſus ; that is, for his command, 
and by his afliſtance. 

3. That the Glory of God be the ſupreme End of all 
our Actions. This Qualification muſt adhere not only 
to necefſary Duties, but to our natural and civil Ati- 
ons. Our light muſt ſo ſhine before men, that they may ſee, _ 
our good works, and glorifie our Father which is in Heaven, yy 
Whether we eat or drink, or whatſoever we do, all muſt be 1 Cor. 10. 314. 
done;in a regular and due proportion,to theGlory of God. A 
general Deſignation of this is abſolutely requiſite; and , p,,., .,, 
the renewing of our intentions a»«/ly in matters of mo- 
ment, For He being the ſo/e Author of our Lives and 
Happineſs, we cannot without extreme ingratitude and 
diſobedience, negle& to glorifie Him in our Bodies and 1Cor. 6.19.20. 
Spirits which are his, 

This Religious tendency of the Soul to God, as the 
Supreme Lord and ourutmoſt End, ſanQifies our aRi- 
ons, and gives an excellency to them above what is in- 
herent in their own nature. Thus ora! Duties towards 
Men, when they are direted to God become Dj- Heb. 13:16. 
vine. Ads of Charity arc fo many Sacred Oblations to 
the Deity. Men are but the Altars upon which we | 
our Preſents: God receives them, as Fi unmediately & 
fer'd to his Majeſty, and conſumed to his Honour, 
Such was the Charity of the Ph;l;ppians rowards _ 
ief. 
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lief of the Apoſtle, which he calls . 4 odour of a ſweet. 
ſmell, a Sacrifice acceptable, well-pleaſing ts God, The 
ſame Bounty was an a& of Compaſſion to Man,and De- 
votion to God. This changes the nature of the meaneſt 

and moſt troubleſome things. What was more vile and 

harſh than the employment of a Slave? yet a reſped to 

God makes it a Religious Service,that is,the moſt noble 

and voluntary of all humane Attions. For the Believer 

addreſling his ſervice to Chriſt,and the Infidel only to his 

Maker, he doth chearfully what the other doth by con- 

ſtraint, and adorns the Goſpel f God our Saviour, as truly 

as iFhe were in a higher condition, 

All Vertues are of the ſame deſcent and family, 
though in reſpect of the matter about which they are 
converſant, and their exerciſe, they are different. Some. 
are heroical, ſome are humble z and the loweſt bei 
conducted by . Love to God in the meaneſt offices, ſh 
have an eternal Reward, In ſhort,Picty is the princi. 
ple and chief ingredient of Righteouſneſs and Charity 
to Men. For, ſince God is the Author of our common 
Nature, and the Relations whereby we are united one to 
another,'tis neceſſary that a regard to him ſhould be the 


firſt, and havean influence upon all other Duties, 


I ſhall further conſider ſome particularPrecepts,which 
the Goſpel doth eſpecially enforce upon us, and the 
Reaſons of them. | 

I. That concerning Humility, the peculiar Grace of 


/ Chriſtians, ſo becoming our ſtate as. Creatures and 


Sinners; the parenc and nurſe of other Graces; that pre- 
ſerves in us the light of Faith, and the heat of Love ; 
that procures Modeſty in Proſperity, and Patience in 
Adverſity ; that is the root of Gratitude and Obedience, 
and is ſo lovely in God's eyes, that He gives Grace to 
the Humble, This our Saviour makes a neceſſary qua- 
lification in all thoſe who ſhall enter into his Kingdom: 

WKCept 
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mility he purchas'd our Salvation, ſo by that Grace we 
poſleſs it. And fince Pride ariſes out of Ignorance, the 
Goſpel to cauſe in us a juſt and lowly ſenſe of our un- 
worthineſs, diſcovers rhe nakedneſs and miſery of the 
humane Nature, deveſted of its primitive Righteouſneſs, 
It reveals the tranſmiſfion of Original Sin, Bow the fir 
Man to all his Poſterity, wherewith they are infected 
and debaſed , a Myſtery fo far from our knowledg, that 
the participation of it ſeems impoſſible, and unjuſt to 
carnal Reaſon : We are dead in Sins and Treſpaſſes,with- 


Z03 
Except ye be converted and become as little children, ye Chap, 16, 
ſhall not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, As by Hu- \ phy 


Mart. 18. 3. 


out any Spiritual ſtrength —_ our Duty. The epteſ. :. 


Goſpel aſcribes all that is good in Man to the free and 


powerful Grace of God : He works in us to will and to phil, », 11, 


do of his good pleaſure. He gives Grace to ſome becauſe 
He is good, denies it to others becauſe He is Juſt ; 
but doth injury to none, becauſe all being guilty 
He ows it tonone, Grace in its being and activity en- 
tirely depends upon Him, As the drowſte Sap ;is 
drawn forth into flouriſhing and fruitfulneſs by the ap- 
proaches of the Sun ; ſo habitual Grace is drawn forth 
into afF by the preſence and influences of the Sun of 


ighteouſneſs, Without me, our Saviour tells his Difſ- John 15. 


R 
_ ye can do nothing. I have laboured more abundant- * Cor, £1.23. 


ly than they all, ſaith the Apoſtle, yet ot I, but the 
Grace of God in me, The operations of Grace are ours, 
but the Power that enables us is from God, Our pre- 
ſervation from Evil,and perſeverance in Good, is a moſt 
free unmerited Favour, the effect of his renewed Grace 
in the courſe of our Lives. Without his ſpecial aſſiſtance, 
we ſhould every hour forſake Him, and provoke Him tov 
forſake us. As the Iron cannot aſcend or hang in the 
Air longer than the virtue of the Loadſtone draws it ; 
So our Aﬀetions cannot aſcend to thoſe glorious _ 
at 


ry 


302 The Harmony of the Divine Attributes ; 


Chap. I6, 
LLVWNg 


that are above, without the continually-attratting Po- 
wer of Grace, *'Tis by humble Prayer wherein we ac- 
knowledg our wants and unworthineſs, and declare our 
dependence upon the Divine Mercy and Power, that we 
obtain Grace, Now from theſe Reaſons the Goſpel 
commands Humility,in our derheanour towardsGod and 
Men, And if we ſeriouſly conſider them, how can any 
crevice be opencd in the heart for the leaſt breath of 
Pride to enter £ How can a poor diſeaſed wretch that 
hath neither Money, nor can by any induſtry procure 
Nouriſhment,or Phyſick for his deadly Diſeaſes, and re- 
ceives from a merciful perſon not only Food but Sove- 
reign. Medicines brought from another World (for ſuch 
8 the Divine Grace ſent to us from Heaven) without 
his deſert, or poſſibility of retribution,be proud towards 
his Benefator? How can he that only lives upon Alms, 
boaſt that he is rich * How can a Creature be proud of 
the Gifts of God, which it cannot poſſeſs without Hu- 
mility, and without acknowledging that they are deri- 
ved from Mercy? If we had continued in our Integrity, 
the praiſe of all had been entirely due to God;for our Fa- 
culties and the excellent diſpoſitions that fitted them for 
ation, were beſtowed upon us freely by Him, 8 depend- 
ed upon his Grace in their exerciſe, . But there is now 

reater reaſon to attribute the Glory ot all our goodneſs 
ley to him: for he revives our dead Souls by the po- 
wer of the Spitit,of the SanRifying Spirit,withdut which 
we are fo every good work reprobate. Since all our Spiri- 
tual Abilities are Graces the more we have received the 
more we are —_ & therefore ſhould be more humble 
and thankful to the Author of them. And in comparing 
our ſelves with others, the Goſpel forbids all proud re- 
fleQions that we are dignified above them: For,who wa- 
keth thee to differ from another * And what haſt thou that 
thou didſt not receive ? And if thou didſt receive it, why diſt 


thes 
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thou glory, as if thou hadſt not received it?If God diſcern TT; D. IG, 
one from another by ſpecialGifts,the Man hath nothing vv 


of his own that makes him excellent. Although inherent 
Graces command a reſpe& from others to the Perſon in 
whom they ſhine,yet he that poſſeſſes them ought rather 
to conlider himſelf in thoſe qualities that are. natural, 
and make him like the worſt, than in thoſe that are di- 
vine, procceding from the ſo/e Favour of God, and that 
exalt him above them. 

Add further, that God hath ordained in the Goſpel 
Repentance and Faith, which are humbling Graces, to 
be the conditions of our obtaining Pardon. By Repen- 
tance we acknowledg that if we are condemned *tis juſt 
Severity, and if we are ſaved 'tis rich Mercy. And 


Faith abſolutely excludes boaſting. For it ſuppoſes the rom. z. 27. 


Creature guilty,and receives Pardon from the Sovereign Ron 4 


Grace of God, upon the account of our Crucified Re. 
deemer, The benefit, and the manner of our receiving 
it, was typified in the miraculous cure of the Iſraelites by 
looking-up to the Braſen Serpent. For the at of ſeeing 
is performed by receiving the Images derived from ob- 
jeds: 'tis rather a Paſſion than an Action, that it might 
appear that the healing Virtue was meerly from che 
Power of God, and the Honour of it intirely his. In 
ſhort, God had reſpect to the lowlineſs of this Grace,in 
appointing it to be the qualification of a Juſtified per- 
ſon : for the moſt firm reliance on God's Mercy, is al- 
ways joined with the ſtrongeſt renouncing of our own 
Merits, Bricfly,to excite Humility in us, the Goſpel 
tells us, that the Glorious reward is from rich bounty 


and liberality : The gift of God « eternal life through Rom. s. :;. 


eſus Chriſt our Lord, : As the Eleftion of us to Glory, 
o the actual poſſeſſion of it proceeds from pure Favour, 
There is no more proportion between al! our Services 


and that High and Eternal felicity z than between the 
R r 
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Chip. T6, running a few ſteps, and the obtaining an Imperial 


Crown. Indeed not only Heaven but all the Graces 
that are neceſſary to purity and prepare us for it, we 
receive from undeſerved Mercy, So that God 
crowns in us not our proper Works, but his own proper 
Gitts, 

2. The Goſpel ſtrictly commands Selt-denial, when 
the Honour of ' God and Religion is concerned. Jeſus 
tells his Diſciples, If any wan will come after me, let 
him deny himſelf, and take up his Groſs and follow me, 
Life and all the Comforts of it, Eſtates, Honours, Re- 
lations, Pleaſures muſt be put under our feet, to take 
the firſt ſtep with our Redeemer, This is abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to the being of a Chriſtian. -In the preparation 
of his mind and the reſolution of his will, be muſt live 
a Martyr ; and whenſoever his duty requires, he muſt 
break all the Retinacula Vite, the voluntary bands that 
faſten us tothe World, and die a Martyr, 'tather than 
ſuffer a divorce to be made between his Heart and 
Chriſt, Whatſoever is moſt eſteemed and loved in the 
world, muſt be parted with as a ſnare, it it tempts us 
from our Obedience , or offered up as a Sacrifice, when 
the Glory of God calls for it, And this command that 
appears [o hard to ſenſe, is moſt juſtand reaſonable: For 
God hath by ſo many titles a righc to us, that we ought 
to make an intire Dedication ot our ſelves and our moſt 
valuable intereſts tv him, Our Redeemer infinitely 
denied himſelf to ſave us, and *tis moſt juſt we ſhould 
in gratitude deny our ſelves toſerye him. Beſides, an 
infinite T—_ redounds to us : for our Saviour aſ- 
ſures us, that Whoſoever will ſave his life,when "tis incon- 
ſiſtent with the performance ofhis duty,ſhal/ loſe it ; and 
whoſoever will loſe his life for his ſake; fball find it. Now 
what is more prudent, than of two: evils that are pro- 
pounded to chooſe the leaſt ? that is, Temporal _ 
rather 
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rather than Eternal ; and of twogoods that are offered 
to our; choice, to prefer the greater ; a Life in Heaven 
before that on the Earth. Eſpecially if we conſider, thar 
we muſt ſhortly yeeld the preſent life to the infirmiries 
of Nature; and 'tis the richeſt traffick to exchange that 
which is frail and mortal, for that which remains in its 
perfection for ever, ; 

3- The Goſpel enjoyns Univerſal Love among Mev. 
This is that fire which Chriſt came to kindle upon the 
Earth , tis the abridgement of all Chriſtian perteion, 
the fulfilling of the Divine Law, for all che particular 
Precepts are in ſubſtance, Love, He that loves his 
Neighbour will have a tender regard to his Life, Ho- 
nour and Eſtate, which is the ſum of the ſecond Table. 
The extent of our Lovermuſt be to all that partake of 
the ſame common nature, The univerſal conſanguinity 
between Men ſhould make us regard them as our allies. 
Every Man that wants our helpis our Neighbour. Do 
good to all,is the command of the Apoſtle. For the qua- 
lity of our Lovezit muſt be unfeigned without diſſumulation, 
The Image of it in Words without real Effe&s,provokes 
the Divine diſpleaſure : for as all falſhood is odious to 
the God of Truth, ſo eſpecially the counterfciting of 
Charity, that is the impreſſion of his Spirit and the ſeal 
of his Kingdom, A fincere pure affe&tion that rejoyces 
at the good, and reſents the evils of others as our own, 
and expreſſes ir ſelf in all real Offices, not for our pri- 
vate reſpets but their benefit, is required of us. And 
as to the degree of our Love, we are commanded above 
all things to have fervent Charity among our ſelves. This 
principally reſpe&s Chriſtians, who are united by fo 
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many ſacred and amiable bands, as being formed of the ,,; .;....:.. 
ſame Eternal Seed, Children of the ſame Heavenly Fa- :-/. 


ther, and joynt-Heirs of the fame Glorious Inheritance. 
Chriſtian Charity hath a more noble Principle than the 
Re 3 affections 


z08 ThcHarmony of the Divine Attributes 


_ Chap. 


i 


z Cor. 13* 


Mat. 5. 44: 


Col. 3. I 3. 


75 affetions of nature ; for it proceeds irony the Love of 


God ſhed abroad in Believers, to make them one Heart 
and one Soul: and a more Divine patern, the Example 
of Chriſt; who hath by his Sufferings reſtored us to the 
Favour of God, that we ſhould Love one another as 
He hath Loved us. This Duty is molt ſtrictly injoyn'd, 
for without Love Angelical Eloquence is but an empty 
noiſe,and all other Virtues have but afalſe luſtre , Pro- 
pheſie, Faith, Knowledge,Miracles;the higheſt outward 
Acts of Charity or Selt-denial,the giving our Eſtates to 
the Poor, or Bodies to Martyrdom, are neither pleaſing 
ro God, nor profitable to him that does them, 

Beſides, That ſpecial branch of Love, the forgiving 
of injuries, is the peculiar Law of our. Saviour. For 
the whole World conſents t6 the returning evil for evil. 
The vicious Love of our ſelves makes us very ſenſible, 
and according to our perverſe judgments, to revenge an 
injury ſeems as juſt as to requitea benefit, From hence 
Revenge is the moſt rebellious and obſtinate Paſſion, 
An Offence remains as a thorn in the mind;that inflames 
and torments it, till *ris appeaſed by a vindication. 
'Tis more difficult to overcome the Spirit than to gain 4 
Battle, Weare apt to revolve in our thoughts injuries 
that have been done to us, and aftera long diſtance of 
time the memory repreſents them as freſh as at the firſt. 
Now the Goſpel commands a hearty and _ forgive- 
neſs of injuries, though repeated never ſo often, zo 
ſeventy ſeven times,and allows not the leaſt liberty of pri- 
vate revenges, We muſt not only quench the Fire of 
Anger,but kindle the Fire of Love towards our greateſt 
Enemies. F-ſay wunto you; Love your enemies, bleſs 
them that curſe you, do good to them that hate you, pray for 
them which deſpitefully uſe you and perſecute you. This is 
urged from the con{ideration of God's forgiving ur, who 
being infinitely proyoked, yet pardons innumerable 
taulcs 
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able is it that we ſhould at his command remit + few 
faults to our Brethren * To extinguith the ſtrong incli- 
nation that is in corrupt Nature to Revenge,our Saviour 
hath ſuſpended the promiſe of Pardon to us upon our 
pardoning others. For if ye forgive men their treſpaſſes, 
your Heavenly Father will alſo forgive you But if ye forgive 
not their treſpaſſes,neither will your F ather forgive your tre 
paſſes. He that is cruel to another cannot expe Mer- 
cy, but in every Prayer to God indites himſelt,and vir- 
tually pronounces his own Condemnation. 

4+ The Goſpel enjoyns Contentment in every ſtate, 
which is our great Duty and Felicity,mainly influen: ial 


309 
faults to us, moved only by his Mercy. And how reaſon- Chap. 16. 


> 4 


upon our whole lite to prevent both Sin and Miſery: Be ev. r; 5: 


content with ſuch things as you have, for he hath ſaid, I will 
never leave the, nor forſake thee, It forbids all Mur- 
murings againſt Providence, which is the ſeed of Rebel- 
lion,and all anxious thoughts concerning things future : 
Take no thought for tomorrow, We ſhould not anticipate 
evils by our apprehenſions and fears, they come faſt e- 
nough , nor retain their afflicting memory to imbitter 
our lites, they ſtay long enough : Suff.cient for the day is 
the evil thereof. Our corrupt deſires are vaſt and reſtleſs 
as the Sea, and when contradicted they betray us to Diſ- 
content and Diſobedience, The Goſpel therefore re- 
trenches all inordinate affeions,and vehemently con- 
demns Co7etouſneſs, as a Vice not to be named among 
Saints but with abhorrency, lt diſcovers to us moſt clear- 


ly, that temporal things are not the materials of our 
Happineſs : For the Son of God voluntarily denied him- 
ſelt the enjoyment of them, And as the higheſt Stars 
are ſo much diſtant from an Eclipſe,as they are above the 
Shadow of the Earth ; ſo the Soul that in ics eſteem and 


defires is above the world, its brightneſs and joy cannor 
be darkened or eclipſed by any accidents there, The Goſ- 


pel: - 


Mat. 6. 31; 
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Chap. 16 pl forbids all vain Sorrows, as well as vain Pleaſures , 


1 Tim, 6.6, 


Luk, 12, 19. 


Epheſ, 1, 11. 


Rom. 8. 28. 


and diſtinguiſhes real Godlineſs from an appearance, by 
Contentment as its inſeparableCharacter.Godlineſs with 
content is great gain. When weare in the ſaddeſt cir- 
cumſtances,our Saviour commands us to poſſeſs our Souls 
in Patience, to preſerve a calm Conſtitution of Spirit 
which no ſtorms from without can diſcompoſe, For this 
end he aſſures us that nothing comes to paſs without the 
Knowledge and Efficiency, or at leaſt, Permiſſion of 
God : That the Hairs of our Head are numbred, and not 
one falls to the Earth without his Licence, Now the ſeri- 
ous belief of a Wiſe, Juſt and Powerful Providence that 
governs all things, hath a mighty efficacy to maintain a 
conſtant tranquillity and equal temper in the Soul amid(t 
the confuſions of the World, God works all things ac- 
cording to the counſel of his own will: and if we could dif- 
cover the immediate reaſons of every Providence, we 
cannot have more ſatisfa&tion than from this General 
Principle, that is applicable to all as light to every co- 
lour, That what God doth is always beſt, This reſolves 
all the doubts of the moſt intangled minds, and rectifies 
our falſe judgments. From hence a Believer hath as true 
content in complying with God's Will, as if God had 
complyed with his,and is reconciled to every condition, 
Befides, the Goſpel aſſures us, That all things work toge- 
ther for the good of thoſe that love God, For their Spiri- 
tual good at preſent, by weakening their corruptions ; 
for afflition is a kind of manage, by which the ſenſual 
part is exerciſed and made pliable tothe motions of the 
Spirit : and by increaſing their Graces, the unvaluable 
Treaſures of Heaven. It the deareſt Obje&s of our Af- 
fections, the moſt worthy of our Love and Grief,are ta- 
ken away, 'tis for this reaſon, that God may have our 
Love himſelf in its moſt intenſe and inflamed degree, 
And Affiitions are in order to their Everlaſtipg good, 
Now 
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Now the certain expectation of a bleſſed iffue out of all Chap. 16. 
troubles, is to the Heart of a Chriſtian as the putting a LWW 
Rudder toa Ship, which without it is expoſed to the 
fury of the winds and in continual dangers, but by its 
uidance makes uſe ot every Wind to convey it to its 
Port. Hope produces not only acquieſcence,but joy in 
the ſharpeſt Tribulations. For every true Chriſtian being 
ordained to a Glorious and Supernatural Bleſſedneſs 
hereafter ; all chings that beta} them here below as 
Means,are regulated and transformed into the nature of 
the End to which they carry them. Accordingly the A- 
poſtle aſſures us, that Our light Aflictions which are but , c,,, 
for a moment, work for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of Glory. To conlider this Life as the paſſage to a- 
nother that is as durable as Eternity ,& as bleſſed as the 
Eojoywent of God can make it;that the preſent miſeries 
have a final reſpect to future Happineſs, will change our 
opinion about them, and render them not only tolerable, 
but { far amiable as they are inſtrumental and prepara- 
tory for it, If the Bloody as well as the Milky way leads 
to God's Throne, a Chriſtian willingly walks in it. In 
ſhort, A lively Hope accompanies a Chriſtian to his laſt 
expiring breath, ti]l it is conſummated in Celeſtial fru- 
ition. So that Deathit ſelf,the univerſal terror of Man- 
kind, is made deſirable, as an entrance into Immortali- 
ty and the firſt day of our Triumph. Thus I have con- 
hidered ſome particular Precepts of Chriſt, which are of 
greateſt uſe for the government of our Hearts and Lives; 
and the reaſons upon which they are grounded to make 
them effetual. Now todiſcover more fully the com- 
pleatneſs of the Evangelical Rule, will confider it with 
reſpect to the Law of Moſes, and the Philoſophy of the 
Heathens, 


Rom, 12. 12. 


CHAP. 
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The Perfeftion of Chriſt's Laws appears by comparing 
them with the Precepts of Moſes, The Temple Service 
was manag'd with Pomp ſuitable to the diſpoſition of the 
Jews, azd the diſpenſation of the Law, The Chriſtian 
Service is Pure andSpiritaal.The Levitical Ceremonies 
and Ornaments are excluded from it, not only as unneceſ- 
ſary,but inconſiſtent with its Spirituality, The obligation to 
the Rituals of Moſes is aboliſbt, to introduce real Righ- 
teouſneſs, The Indulgence of Polygamy and Divorce is 
taken away by Chriſt, and Marriage reſtored to its Pri- 
mitive Purity, He cleared the Law from the darkening 
Gloſles of the Phariſees: Andenforced it by new Obli- 
ations, The Law of Chriſt exceeds the Rules which the 
Tighef Maſters of Morality i tbe School of Nature ever 
preſcribed.Philoſophy is defective as to Piety,and in fe- 
veral things contrary toit, Philoſophers delivered un- 
worthy Conceptions of God. Philoſophy doth not enjoin 
the Love of God, which is the firit and great Command of 
the Natural Law. Philoſophers /ay dows the ſervile 
Maxim, To comply with the common Idolatry. They arro- 
gated to themſelves the praiſe of their Vertue and Happi- 
neſs, Philoſophy doth not propound the Glory of God for 
the Supreme End of all Humane Actions.Philoſophy zs 
aefeitive as to the Duties reſpetting our ſelves and others. 
It allows the firſt ſinful motions of the lower Appetites. The 
Stoicks renounce the Paſſions. Philoſophy ſufficient to 
form the Soul to Patience and Content under AMiRi- 
ons: ana to ſupport in the hour of Death, A Reflection 


upon ſome Immoral Maxims of the ſeveral Seits of Phi- 
loſophers, 


THe 


T He Perfection of the Laws of Chriſt will further ap- 
pear, by comparing them with the Precepts of 
' Myſes, and with the Rules which the higheſt Maſters of 
Morality in the School of Nature have preſcribed for 
the directing our Lives. The Goſpel! exceeds the Mo- 
ſaical Inſtitution : 

1, In ordaining a Service that is Pure, Spiritual, and 
Divine, conſiſting in the Contemplation, Love and Prai- 
ſes of God, ſuch: as the holy. Angels perform above. 
The Temple-Service was managed with Pomp and cx- 
ternal Magnificence, ſyitable to the diſpoſition of that 
People and the diſpenſation of the Law. The Church 
was then in its Infant-flate, as St, Paul expreſſes it; and 
that Age is more. wrought on by Senſe than Reaſon : 
For ſuch is the ſubordination of our Faculties, that the 
vegetative firſt ats, then the Pyroghen the rational, 
as the organs appointed for its uſe acquire perfeRion. 
The knowledg of the Fews was obſcure and imperfect, 
and the exterxa/ part of their Religion was ordered. in 
ſuch a manner,that the Senſes were much affected. Their 
Lights, Perfumes, Muſick and Sacrifices were the pro- 
per entertainment of their exterza/ Faculties.  Belides, 
being encompaſt with Nations whoſe Service to their I- 
dols was full of Ceremonies, 'to render the temptation 
ineffeual,and take off from the efficacy of thoſe allure- 
ments which might ſeduce them to the imitation of Ido- 
latry, God ordained his Service to be. performed with 

eat ſplendour. .Add further,the Diſpenſation of the 

fs was typical and myſterious, repreſenting by viſible 

material objects, and their - power to raviſhthe Senſes, 

Spiritual things, and' their efficacy to work upon the 

Soul. Butour Redeemer hath rent the Veil,aud brought; 

forth Heavenly things into a full Day,” and thecleareſt 
Evidence. Whereas Moſes ” very exact in deſcribing 
S the 
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Chap. r7, the numerous Ceremonies of the Foo Religion, the 
WYN quality of their Sacrifices, the Place, the Perſons by 
whom they muſt be prepared and preſented to the Lord: 
We are now commanded to draw near to God with clean. 
ſed hands and purified hearts, and-that men pray every- 
where, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting, 
_ place is a Temple, andevery Chriſtian a Prieſt, 
to offer up Spiritual Incenſe to God. The moſt of the 
Levitical Ceremonies and Ornaments are excluded from 
the Chriſtian Service, not only as unneceſſary, but in- 
conſiſtent with its Spiritualneſs: - As Paint,they corrupe 
the native beauty of Religion, The Apoſtle tells us, that 
hamane Eloquence was not uſed in the firſt preaching 
of the Goſpel, leſt it ſhould rendet the trath'of it uncer- 
tain, and rob the Croſs of Chriſt of its Glory in conver- 
ting the World : for there migtit be ſome ' pretence to 
imagine;,that 'twas not the natural virtue of the Do- 
Arine, and the efficacy of its Reaſons, but the artifice 
of Orators that overcame the ſpirits of Men. So, if the 
Service of the Goſpel were'made ſo pompous;the Wor- 
ſhippers would be enclined to believe, that the external 
part wasthe moſt principal, and to content themſelves 
in that without the aims and affeions of the Soul, 
which are the fe of all our: Services. Beſides, upon 
another account outward Pompin Religionis apter to 
quench than enflame Devotion: For we are ſo com- 
pounded of Fleſh and Spirit,that when the corporeal Fa- 
cultics are vehemently affeQed with their objec#s,'tis ve- 
ry hard for 'the Spiritual to a&t with equal vigour ; 
there being ſach commerce between tle Fancy and the 
outward Senſes, that they are never exerciſed in the re- 
ception of their obje@s, but the Imagination is drawn 
thatway, and cannot preſent to the mind diſtinly. and: 
with the calmneſs thatis requifir, thoſe things on-which- 
our thoughts ſhould be fixt.. But when thoſe diverting 
| | objects 
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objeRs are removed, the Soul direftly aſcends to God, FO 
and looks. on him as the Searcher and Judg of the CHap. 17, 


Heart ; and worthips him proportionably to his per- 
fetions. That this was the defign of Chriſt, appears 
articularly in the Inſtitution of the Sacraments, which 
he ordained in a merciful condeſcenſion to our preſent 
ſtate : for there is a natural deſire in us to have pledges 
of things promiſed ; therefore he was pleaſed to add to 
the Declaration of his 'Will in the Goſpel the Sacra- 
ments as confirming ſeals of his Love ; by which the ap« 
plication of his Benefits is more ſpecial, and the r 
ſentation more lively, than that which is meerly by the 
Word. - But they are few in- number, 'only ' Baptiſin 
and the Lords Supper, fimple in their nature, and ea- 
ſy in their ſignification, moſt fic to relieve our infirmi- 
ty, and to-raife our Souls to Heavenly things. Briefly, 
the Service of the Goſpel is anſwerable to the: excellent 
light of knowledg ſhed abroad in the hearts of Chriſti- 
ans. $1 [cp 
2, Our Redeemer hath aboliſht all obligation to the 
other Rituals of Myſes,tointroduce that real Righteouſ- 
neſs which was ſignified by them; The carnal Commana- 


ments given to the Jews, are called Statutes that were g, , x; 


net good ; either in reſpe& of their matter, not be 

perteRive of the humane nature ; or their effect, for 
they brought Death to the diſobedicnt, not Life to the 
Obedient: the'moſt tri obſervation of them did not 
make the performers either better, or happy. But Chri- 


ſtians are dead to theſe Elements, that is, perteRly freed Col. 2. 
from ſubjeion to them. The Kingdom of God conſifts gcc 48 


not in Meat and Drink, but Rightcouſneſs,and Peace, 11d 
Fey in the: Holy Ghoſt; for be that in theſe things ſerves 
Chriſt; is acceptable to God and approvedef Men. We 
are commanded to purge out the old leaven of Malice and 
Wickedweſs, that ſowers —_ the mind,and to = 

2 The 
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the feaſt, with the unleavened bread of ſincerity and truth. 
We are obliged to preſerve our ſelves undefiled from the 
moral inperte&ions, the vices and paſſions; which were 
repreſented by the natural qualities of thoſe Creatures 
which were forbidden to the Jews, and to purify the- 
Heart inſtead of the frequent waſhings under the Law. 
But the Goſpel trees us from the intolerable yoke of the 
legal abſtinences, obſervations. and diſciplines, the a- 
maſements ok low! and dervile Spirits, wherewith they 
would compenſate their defects in real Holineſs, and ex- 
change the ſubſtance of Religion* for the ſhadow and 
colours of it, For this reaſon the. Apoſtle is ſevere a- 
gainſt thoſe, who. would joyn the fringes of Mſesto the 
robe of Chriſt, w 

3- The indulgence of Polygamy and Divorce that 
was granted to the Jews, is taken away by Chriſt, and 
Marriage reſtored to the purity of its firſt Inſtitution. 
Fhe permiſſion of theſe was by a political Law, and' the 
effe& was temporal Impunity. For God is to be conſi- 
dered not only in the relation of a Creator, and-univer- 
ſal Governour,that gave Laws to regulate Conſcience ; 
but in a ſpecial relation to the Jews as their. King by 
Covenant, Belides his general Right and Dominion he 
had a peculiar Sovereignty overthem.. Andas'in a Ci- 
vil State a prudent Governour permits a leſs evil for the 
prevention of a greater, without an . approbation of it ; 
So God was: pleaſed in ' his Wiſdom to-tolerate thoſe 
things, in-condeſcention to their carnal and perverſe hu- 
mors ; for the hardneſs of their Hearts, leſt worſe incon- 
veniences ſhould follow. But our Saviour reduces Mar- 
riage to the Sanity of its. original, when. man was 
formed accordingto the Image.of God's' Holineſs: He 


Mat. 19.4-5:6- tha made them at the beginning wade them male and fe- 


wal: : for this cauſe ſhall a man leave father and mother, 
and cleave to hu Wife, and they twain ſhall be one fleſh. 
A What 
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«ſunder. From the unity of the Perſon,that one Male was 
made and one Female, it jollows that the ſuper-induc- 
ing of another into the Marriage-bed is againſt the firſt 
Inſtitution, And the Union that is between them not 
being only civil in a conſent of wills, but natural by 
the joyning of two bodies, ſomething natural muſt 
intervene to diſſolve it, viz. the Adultery of one party. 
Excepting that caſe, our Saviour ſeverely forbids the 
putting the Wite away and marrying another, as a vi- 
olation of Conjugal honour, 

4. Our Redeemer hath improved the obligations of the 
moral Law, by a clearer diſcovery of the purity and ex- 
tent of its Precepts, and by peculiar and powerful En- 
forcements.In his Sermon on the Mount he clears it from 
the darkening gloſles of the Phariſees, who obſerved the 
letter of the Law, but not the delign of the Lawgiver. 
He declares that not only the groſs a, but all things of 
the ſame alliance are forbidden ; not only Murder but 
raſh Anger, and vilitying words which wound the Re- 
putation: Not only actual pollution, but the impurity 
of the Eye, and the ſtaining of the Soul with unclean 
thoughts, are all compriſed inthe prohibition, He in- 
forms them that every Man in calamity is their Neigh- 
bour,and to be relieved,and commands them to love their 


deadlieſt enemies, Briefly, He tells the multitude, That Mar. 5; 


Unleſs their Righteouſneſs exceedthe aan gs - of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, that is, the utmoſt that they 
thoughr themſelves obliged to, they ſhould not enter into 
the Kingdomof Heaven. Beſides, our Saviour hath ſu- 
peradded ſpecial Enforcements to his Precepts. The 
Arguments to perſwade Chriſtians to: be univerſally 
Holy,from Chriſt's Redeeming them for that greut end, 
was not known either in the Oeconomy of Nature, or 
the Law : For before our lapſed ſtate there was no _ 
0 
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What therefore God hath joyned together, let no man put Thy, 17. 
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Thap.17, of a Redeemer, und he was not revealed during the Legal 
LAY Diſpenſation, His Death was only ſhadowed forth in 
Types, and foretold in fucha manner as was obſcure 

to the Jews. The Goſpel urges new Reaſons to increaſe 

our averſion from'fin, which neither Adam vor Moſes 

were acquainted with, So the Apoſtle dehorts Chrilti- 

ans from uncleanneſs, becauſe their bodies are Members 

2Cor.9.19-10- of Ghriſt, awd Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, and therefore 
ſhould be inviolably conſecrated to purity, If the Uten- 

fils of the Temple were ſo ſacred, that the employing 

them to a common uſe, was revenged in a miraculous 

Heb. 10, 89, Manners How much ſorer puniſhment ſhall be inflicted 
on thoſe who defile themſelves, after they were ſanttified 

by the Blood of the Covenant: TheGoſpel alſo recommends 

co us Love to one another,in imitation of that admirable 

Love which Chriſt expreſt to us,and commands the high- 

eſt Obedience even untodeath when God requires ir, in 
conformity to our Redeemer'sSufferings. Theſe and ma- 

ny other Motives are derived from a pure vein of Chri- 
ſtianity,8 exalt the Moral! Law to a higher pitch,asto it 
Obligation upon men, than in its firſt delivery by Moſes. 

2. The Laws of Chriſt exceed the Rules which the 

beſt Maſters of Morality in the School of Nature have 
preſcribed for the Government of our Lives, * Tis true, 

there are remaining Principles of the Mora! Law in the 

heart of Man; ſome warm ſparks are ſtill left which the 
Philoſophers laboured to enliven and cheriſh, Many ex- 

cellent Precepts of Morality they delivered, eicher to 

calm the Aﬀecions and lay the ſtorms in our Breaſts, 

whereby the moſt men- are guilty and miſerableor to re- 

Recentiores gulate the civil Converſation with others. And fince 


Platenecs vit- gas my of. Chriſt, Promethews-like, they brought 
de: 


rures quaſdam ; 
poſucrunt pur- their 

ativas fed _ 
{purias ; illas enim & Scriproribus Chiiſtianis ſuffurati ſunt,namque ejuſmodi virrurum nul- 
lus omnino afnteChriſtum meminit. £, Yoves de Vert. Rel, Chrift. 


ad Torches to the Sun, and ſtole ſome light from 


the 
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the Scriptures, Yet upon ſearching we ſhall ealily diſ- Tap; 19. 
cover, that notwithſtanding all their boaſts, to purge wo 
tae 


the Soul from defilements contracted by union with 

Body, and to reſtore it co its primitive Perfection, They 
became vain in their thoughts and their fooliſh heart was 
darkened. ' Although the ws/ger Heathens thought them 
to be guides in the ſafe way, yet they were companions 
with them in their wanderings ; and Truth inſtructs us, 
that When the blind leads the blind, both fall into the ditch. 
I will briefly (hew that their Morals are defective, and 
mixt with tzlſe Rules : only premiſing ebyree things. 1. 
That I ſhall not infiſt on their Ignorance of our Re- 
deemer, and their Infidelity in reſpe&t of thoſe Evenge- 
lical Myſteries that are only diſcovered by Revelations 
for that preciſely conſidered, doth not make them guilty 
before God : But only take notice of their defects in »s- 


tural —_—_— moral Duties, to which the Law writ- Rom: 2. 15. 


ten in the heart obliges all Mankind. 

2, That Vertue is not to be confounded with Vice, 
although 'tis not aſſiſted by ſpecial Grace. . Thoſe who 
performed acts of Czvi/ Juſtice, and Kindneſs, and Ho- 
no.1r,were not guilty as thoſe who violated all the Laws 
of Nature and Reaſon, Their heroickAfions were praiſe. 
worthy among men,. and Godgave them a temporal Re- 
ward , although not being enlivened by Faith, and 
purified by Love to God, and an holy Intentfon for his 
Glory, they were dead works, unprofitable as to Salva- 
tion, 

3+ Their higheſt Rule,vzz. To live according to Na- 
ture, is imperfect and inſufficient. For alchough Nature 
in its original Purity furniſh us with perfect Inſtructi- 


Tvuparss 
Te 6 364 75v* 

> 
Naruram op- 


timam ducem « 
ſequi. Storcs 


ons, yet inits corrupt ſtate 'tis not ſo enlightned and re- paſlin. 


lar,. as to direQ us in our univerſal Duty.. *Tis as: 
poſſible to find all the Rules of ArchiteFure in the runes 
of a Building,. as to find in the remaining Principles of 
the. 
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Chap. 7. the natural Law, full and ſufficient DireRions for the 

Py whole Duty of Man, either as to the performing good, 

Eph. 4-17»18- gr avoiding evil. The Mind is darkened and defiled with 
error, that indiſpoſcs it for its office, 

I will now proceed to ſhew huw inſufficient Ph/oſe- 
phy is to direct us in our Duty to God, our ſelves and 
Otners, - 

Firſt, In reſpe& of Piety,which is the chief Duty of 
the reaſonable Creature, Philoſophy is very defeRive,nay 
in many things contrary to it: 

1. By delivering unworthy Notions and Concepti- 
ons of the Deity. Not only the va/gar Heathens changed 
the truth of God into a lie,when they meaſured his Incom- 
prehenſible PerfeQions by the narrow compaſs of their 
Imaginations, or when looking on Him through the ap- 
pearing diſorders of the World, they thought Him un- 
juſt and cruel , as the moſt beautiful Face ſeems defor- 
med and monſtrous in a diſturbed ſtream : But the moſt 
renowned Philoſophers difhonoured Him by their baſe ap- 
prehenfions. For the true Notion of God fignifies a 
Being Infinite, Independent, the univerſal Creator, 
who preſerves Heaven and Earth,the abſolute Director 
of all Events.z That his . Providence takes notice of all 
Actions, that he is a liberal Rewarder of thoſe that ſeek 
Him,and a juſt Revenger of thoſe that violate his Laws: 

« Arin.Plze, Now all this was contradicted by them. #* Some afſer- 
The Stoicks ted the World to be eternal, others that Matrey was ; 
img e444: and in thatdenied Him to be the firſt Cauſe of all things. 
world made a Some limited his Being, confining Him to on& of the 
compleat Ani- Poles of Heaven : Others extended it only to the Am- 
He A fg plicude of the World, The + Epicurears totally denied 
_ ; «OY Dei, c.18, } Epicwres nec Philoſophi in rebus ſanRis,nec ſanRti inPhiloſophia, 
Auge & 7. de yera Rel. To Suuggr apps 571 aur9 a4 pam 5y ty G75 od hw mien, Jrri- 


dendumzagere curam rerum humanarum iliud quicquideit junmugy Anne tam rrijti atq; mul- 
tiplici miniſtcrio non pollui credamus dubiremuſyue 2 7/c, lib, 2. c. 7, 


his 
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his governing Providence, and made Him an idle Spe- CT,0557 
hk of things below. "They aflerted, That God = Chap. 17 ; 
contented with his own Majefty and Glory: That 
whatever was without Him was neither in his thoughts 
nor care 4- aSit to beemployed in oxdering the various 
accidents of the world, were incompatible with his Ble(- 
ſedneſs, and He needed their Impiety to relieye Him, 
Thus by confining his Power who is Infinite, they de- 
nied Him in confeſſing Hum, * Others allowed Him * Autor Lib. de 
to-regard the great affairs of Kingdoms and Nations, to "4: 


manage Crowns and Scepters ; _ but to ſtoop {o low as _ 

ro regard particular things, they judged as unbecoming {sumr- cov» 

the Divine Nature, as for the Sun to deſcend from ET 

Heaven to light. a Candle for a Servant inthe dark, 

They-took the'Scepter aut of God's hand, and ſer yp a 

fooliſh 'and blind Power to diſpoſe of -all mutable 

things. Seneca himfelf repreſents Fortune as not dif- 74. Epit. 74. 

cerning the worthy from the unworthy, and ſcattering 

its gifts. without -reſpe& to Vertue, 

f 'Seme made Him a Servant to Na-  # Aimit Ar4frets; Deo iv quod in 

ture z -Thathe neceſſarily turn'd the jibermran, & & Principe Mandi ta 

Spheres -.' Others ſubjected Him to <i- Miniltrum Narurz, cui in agendo 
EEE” : ſeryiat, Seneca brings 1» Jupiter, 

an-invincible Deſtiny,that He could ;4.,- Supreme God, peaking fo verts. 

nof do what He defired : Thus the ONS m4 1 their Calamities, _ 

wiſeſt of the -Heathens diſhonoured frat amas  O 

the Deity by their falſe imaginati- 

ons,and inſtead of repreſenting him with his proper At- 

tributes, drew a picture of themſelves. Beſides, their 

impious fancies- had” a pernicious influence upon the 

lives of Men : eſpecially thedenial-of his Providence 

for that took away the ſtrongeſt reſtraint of corrupt na- 

cure, the fear of future Judgihent, For humane Laws 

do not puniſh ſecret crimes that are innumerable, nor 

all open, as thoſe of perſons in power, which are moſt 

hurtful : Therefore they are a weak inſtrument to pre- 

Sf ſerve 


Chap. 17. 
LS WNg 
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ſerve Innocence and Vertue. - Only the reſpe& of God 
to whom every heart is manifeſt,every ation a Teſtimo- 
ny, and every great Perſon a SubjeR, is of equal force 
to give check to-fin.in all z in the darkneſs of the night, 
and the light of the day , in the works of the hand,. and 


the thoughts of the heart. 


2. Philoſophy is very defective as to Piety,in not in- 
joyning the Love of God, The firſt and great Command 
in the Law of Nature, - (the order of the Precepts being 
according to their dignity) is this, Thou ſbalt love the 
Lord with all thy Heart,Sowul, and Strength. *Fis moſt 


reaſonable that our Love ſhould firſt aſcend to Him,and 


inits full vigour : For our Obligations to him are infi- 
nite, and all inferjour objects are incomparably beneath 
him. Yer Philoſophers ſpeak little or nothing of this, 
which-is the principal part of natural Religion. Ari/to- 
He who was' ſo clear-fighted in other things, when he 
diſcourſes of God, is not only affeRedly obſcure to 
conceal his ignorance, as the Fiſh which, troubles the 
Water for fear of being.catche; but 'tis-ort the occaſion 
of ſpeculative Sciences, as in his Phyficks, when he 
conſiders him as the firſt Cauſe of all the motions in the 
World ; or in his Metaphyſicks, as the ſupreme Be- 
ing, the knowledg of whom he ſaith is moſt noble-in it 
ſelf, but ofno uſeto Men;. 'But-in his Morals, where 
he had reaſon to confider the Deity as an'objet moſt 
worthy of our Love, Reſpe&, and Obedience in an in- 
finite Degree, he totally omits ſuch a repreſentation of 
him,although the Love of God is that alone which gives 
price to all moral Vertues... And from hence it is that 
Philoſophy is ſo defetive as to Rules for the prepari 
Men for.an intimate and delightful Communion with 
God, whichis the effe of Holy and Perfe& Love, and 
the ſupreme Happineſs of the reaſonable Nature, If in 
the Platonical Philoſophy there are ſome things. direR- 
| ing 


bles which are defaced, they are hardly legible. 
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ing to it, ' yet they are but frigidly expreſt, and ſo ob- 
aps bor like Inſcriptions in ancient Medals or Mar- 


is the ſingular Charader of the Goſpel;that diſtinguiſhes 
it from all humane Inſtitutions , it repreſents the infi- 
nite Amiableneſs of God, and his Goodneſs to us;to ex- 
cite our Aﬀectivas to him in a ſuper/ative manner : it 
commands us tu fellow him as dear Children, and preſles 
us to ſeek for thoſe Diſpolitions which may qualifie us 
for the enjoyment of himin a way of Friendſhip and 


Love. 

3-The beſt Philoſophers laid down 
this ſervile and pernicious Maxim, 
That a wife Man ſhould always con- 
form to the Religion of his Country. 
Socrates who acknowledged one Su- 
preme God, yet (according to the 
counſel of the Oracle that dire&ted 
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Chap.17. 
T oe 
This 
Xenop. 1. 1. gnemor. Plato agnovit 


unum Deum, ſummum Opificem u- 
niverſi,fed przxter cum ſtatuir Deos du- 
plices, Demonas & Heroas, quibus ſa- 
cri fieri juſſit. Apl. Ur nemo fue- 
rjit dubiraturus turere eos, fi cum pau- 
cioribus furz1ent, nunc fanitaris parro= 
cinium inſanientium turba, quz omnia 
ſapiens ſervabir ranquam legibus juſſa, 
non ranquam Diis grata. Ag. lib.5. c. 
Io. de Cryitat. 


all to Sacrifice according to the Law 
of the City)adviſed his Friends to comply with the com- 
mon Idolatry,without any difference in the outward wor- 
ſhip of Him and creatures;and thoſe who did otherwiſe he 
branded as ſuperſtitious and vain. And his praice was 
accordingly. For he frequented the Temples, afliſted 
at their Sacrifices, which he declares before his Judges, 
to purge himſelf from the Crime of which he was accu- 
ſed. Sencca ſpeaking of the Heathen-worſhip acknow- 
ledges 'twas unreaſunable, and only the multitude of 
fcols rendred it excuſable, yet he would have a Philoſo- 
pher to conform to thoſe cuſtoms in Obedience to the 
Law, not as pleaſing to the gods, Thus chey made 
Religion a dependence on the State, They pertormed 
the Rites of heatheniſh Superſtition, that were either 
filthy, phantaſtical, or cruel, ſuch as ,the Devil the 
maſter of thoſe Ceremonies ordained, , They became 
SIT if leſs 
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Chan 75” leſs than Men by worſhipping the moſt vile and deſpica- 
CRT: ble Creatures, and ſunk themſelves by the moſt execra- 


ble Idolatry beneath the Powers of darknefs, to whotn 


they offered Sacrifice. 


Now this Philoſophical Prin- 


ciple is the moſt palpable violation of the Law of Na- 
ture : for that inſtructs us that God is the only obje& of 
Religion,and that we are to obey him without exception 
from any inferiour Power, Here 'twas Conſcience to dif- 
obey the Law, and a moſt worthy cauſe whetein the 
ſhould have manifeſted that generous contempt of Deat 
Rom, 1.23,24. they ſo much boaſted of, But they detained the truth in 
Licer a populo ,, righteouſneſs ; aud although they knew God,they glorified 


diverſa ſenti- 


rent, Templa hins not as God, but changed the Glory of the Intorraptible 


haberenr com- 
munia cum 


Goa, into an Image made like to a corruptible Man, and to 


ro Aug. Birds, and Beaſts, and _—_— things : Alﬀinof fo pro- 


4.cont-Fui yoking a nature, that Go 


gave them up to the vileſt 


luſts, Carnal impurity being a juſt puniſhment of Spiri- 


tual. 


Judicium hoc omnium mortalium, for- 
tunam a Deo perendam, a ſeipſo ſu- 
mendam fſapientiam. Czcero. Hoc in 
ſapientia pretioſam arque magnificum 
eſt, quod non obvenir,quod jYam quil- 
que fibi dever, quod non ab alio pzti- 


tur : quid haberes in philoſophia quod 


ſuſpiceres, fi beneficiaria res effer > 
Senec, Epiſt. 9- Quis quod vir bonus 
efſ:t gratias Diis egit unquam ? at 
quod civis, quod honoratus, quod-in- 
columis, C:c. 1. 3. de nat, Decor. Vir- 
tutem nemo unquam acceptam Deo re- 
rulit znimirum rete, Proprer virtu- 
rm enim jure laudamur, & in virture 
re&te gloriamur, quod non contingerer 
fi id donum a Deo, non a nobis habere- 
ms. 


and depended upon the Grace of another. 


4. They arrogated to themſelyes 
the ſole praife of their Vertues and 
Happinefs, This Impiety is moſt 
viſtble in the writings of the Stojicks, 
the Phariſees in Philoſophy. They 
were ſo far from depending on God 
for Light and Grace in the condut 
of their Lives, and from praying to 
him to make them yertuous,that they 
oppoſed nothing with more pride 
and contempt, They thought that 
Wiſdom would loſe its value and 
luſtre,that nothing were in it worthy 
of admitation,if it came from above, 
They ac- 


knowledged that the natural Life, that Riches, Ho- 
nours, and other inferiour things,common to the worlt, 


Wcre 
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were the _ of God ; but aſſerted that Wiſdom and Chap. r7. 
Vertue, the ſpecial perfeions of the Humane Nature, Way au 
were the effeQs of their own induſtry. Impious folly ! 

to believe that we owe the greateſt benefits to our ſelves, 

and the leſſer only to God, Thus they robbed him of 

the Honour of his moſt precious Gifts. So ſtrongly did 

the poiſon of the old Serpent, breathed forth in thoſe 

words, Te ſhall be as God, that infected the firſt Mangtill 

work in his Poſterity, Were they Angels in perfe&ion, 

yet the proud refleCting on their excellencies would in- 

ſtantly turn them into Devils. And as they boaſted of 

Vertne, ſo of Happineſs as intirely depending upon 
themſelves. They aſcribe to their Wiſe-man an abſo- 

lute Empire over all — they raiſe him above the 
Clouds, what-ever may diſquiet or diſorder ; they ex- 

empt him from all Paſſions, and make him ever equal 

to himſelf ; that he is never ſurpriſed with accidents , 

that 'tis not in the power of pains or troubles to draw a 

ſigh or tear from himzthat he deſpiſes all that the World 

can give or take, and is contented with pure and naked 

Vertue : in ſhort,they put the Crown upon his Head,by 
attributing all tothe power of his own Spirit, Thus 

they contradicted the Rights of Heaven, Their impie- Deus non vin- 
ty was ſo bold that they put nodifference between God £{picnrem. 
and their Wiſe-Perſon,but this,that God was an immor- ami vincir 
tal Wiſe-Perſon, and a Wiſe-Man was a mortal God, *****+ *e<: 
Nay, that he had this advantage, (ſince 'tis great art to 

comprize many things in a little ſpace,) to enjoy as 

much Happineſs in an age, as Jepiter in his eternity, 

And which is the higheſt exceſs of Pride and Blaſphe- #4 aliquid 
my, they preferred the wretched impertect Vertue and 49 >apiene | 
Happineſs of their Wiſe-Man,before the infinite and un- um,ille nacurz 
ſuo eſt Sapiens. Magna res eſt, havere imbecillicarem hominis, & FER = 
fortiter, hoc eſt quo Drum ameccdatis, ille extra paricatiam malorumeſt, yos ſupra parienti- 
am, Sexec, 


change- 


—_— = 
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Chap, 17. changeablePurity and Felicity of God himſelf, For God 
WIA they ſaid is wiſe and happy by the priviledg of his Na- 
ture, whereas a Philoſopher is ſo by the diſcourſe of 
Reaſon, and the choice of his Will,notwithſtanding the 
reſiſtance of his Paſſions, and the difficulties he eacoun- 
ters in the World, Thus to raiſe themſelves above the 
Throne of God, ſince the rebellious Angels, none have 
ever attempted beſides the Szoicks, *'Tis no wonder, 
that they were the moſt early oppoſers of the Goſpel ; 
for how could they acknowledg God in his ſtate of 
abaſement and humility, who exalted their Vertu- 
Timeone 5/9; 00S Man above him in his Majeſty and Glory 2 Yet this 
« ſoli finr Phi- is the Set that was moſt renowned among the Hea- 
loſophi. Cc. thens. 
5. Philoſophy is very defeQtive, in not-propounding 
the Glory of God as the End to which all our actions 
ni 3 ©: ſhould finally refer, This ſhould have the firſt and chief 
"14,3 %,s Place inthar Pratical Science : For every Action re- 
vil4. Sp. ceiving its ſpecification and value from the End, that 
which is the Supreme and common to all Actions, muſt 
be fixt before we come to the particular and ſubordi- 
nate; and that isthe Glory of God. Now the deſign of 
Philoſophers in their Precepts, was eicher, 
Quows enim Firſt, To uſe Vertue as the means to obtain Reputa- 
qutqeePiile- tion and Honour in the World, This was evident in 
_— their Books and Actions. They were lick of ſc'{-love, 
ira moratus, and did many things to ſatisfic the Eyc. They led their 
va gnmoa livesasina Scene, where one perſon is within, and a- 
rs ut ratio nother is repreſented without, by an artificial imitati- 
re on of what is true. They were ſwell'd with preſumpti- 
am non oſten- On, having little merit,and a great deal of vanity, Now 
carionem *- this reſpect to the Opinion of others, corrupts the inten- 
geavirz purer? tion, and vitiates the ation, - *Tis not ſincere Vertue, 
but a ſuperficial appearance that is regarded, For '*tis 
ſufficient to that purpoſe to ſeem to be verruous without 


being 


. 
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being ſo. As 2 proud perſon would rather wear coun- Chap, 17 - 


are eſteemed counterfeit: So one that is vain-glorious T0. infdett- 


prefers the reputation of being vertuous, before real Yer- virms eſt, eri- 
tue. From hence we may diſcover that many of their "in wyor" 
moſt ſpecious Actions were diſguiſed Sins,their Vertues AN oy 
were falſe as their Deities. Upon this account St. _ 

Auſtin condemns the Heroical Actions of the Romans Fol 4 mags 
as vicious ; Virtute civili, non vera, ſed veri fimili, hu- 

mane glorie ſervierunt, Pride had a principal part in 


them. 
Or ſecondly, the End of Philoſophy was to prevent 


the miſchiets which licentiouſneſs and diſorders might 
bring upon men from without, or to inward 
peace, by ſuppreſſing the turbulent paſſions ariſing from 
Luſt . or Rage, that diſcompoſe the mind. This was the 


pretended deſign of Epicurus, to whom Vertue was a- Epicurus vir. 
« tutes induxir 


miable only as the Inſtrument of pleaſure. redagrenls. ans 

cillas ; avfir 
aurem ut verz virtues cutquam ſeryiant nifi i!1i, vel propter illumzcui dickmus Deus virturum 
converte nos. wAwguft? cont, Fwl, lib. 4. 


Or thirdly, The height of Philoſophy was to pro- 
pound the beauty of Vertuez* and its charming Aſpect, 
as the moſt worthy Motive to draw the Aﬀections. Now * Erras dum 


interrogas, 
ſuppoſing that ſome of the Heathens, (although very quid fie Alud 


few) by diſcovering the internal beauty of Vertue, had propcer quod 
aloveto it, and performed ſome things without any \rrempe- 


tam > Quzris 


private reſpe&, but for the rectitude of the ation, - and enim aliquid 


the inward ſatisfaction that ſprings from it, yet they pr2 fum- 


were ſtill defeQive, © For Yertue is but a ray of the De- Nec facile in. 

venies mulris 
E millibus unum, Virtutem prcrtium qui purer eſle ſui.Ipſe decor reAI faQti,fi przmia defint,Non 
mover, & grat!; p.xnitet efſe probum.Ov:4d.de port. Stoici virrutem deſc: ipſerunr ſeipſa conten. 
ramzab omuibus literamy,& q:z ſola fibi fit prxmium:Sed lieer a quibuſdam tunc verz & horeſtz 
purentur efſe virtutes,com ad ſeipſas referuntur nec propter aliud expetuntuz; etiam runc infla- 
tz ac ſuperbz ſunt, & ideo non virtues ſed vitia lieeda ſunt, Aug. lib. 1g, de Crvit, c, 25, 


n | ity, 
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ro 55 ity, and our duty is not compleat, unleſs it be referred 
Cpt? nh Glory who is the principle and patern of it, In 


Ovid, Met. 


ſhort, the great Creator made Man for himſelf, and 'tis 
moſt juſt that as his Favour is our ſovereign happineſs,ſo 
his Glory ſhould be our ſupreme end, without which no- 
thing is regular and truly beautiful. By theſe ſeveral 
inſtances it appears how inſufficient Philoſophy is to di- 
re& us in our principal duty, that reſpe&ts God, 

2, Philoſophy was defeQtive in its directions about 
moral duties, that reſpect our ſelves or others, 

I. Philoſophers were not ſenſible of the firſt inclina- 
tions to ſin. They allow the diſorder of the ſenſitive ap- 
petite as innocent, till it paſſes to the ſupreme part of 
the Soul, and induces it to deliberate or reſolye y 
moral ations, For they were ignorant of that Original 
and intimate pollution that cleaves to the Humane Nga- 
ture, and becauſe our Faculties are natural;they thought 
the firſt motions to forbidden objects, that are univerſal 
in the belt as well as worſt, to be natural deſices,not the 


irregularities of luſt, Accordingly all their Precepts 


reach no further than the Counſels of the Heart: But the 
defires and motions of the lower faculties, though very 
culpable, are lett by them indifferent. So that 'tis evi- 
dent that many defilements and ſtains are in- their pur- 
gative Vertues, | 2 26 

2. The S70icks not being ableto reconcile the Paſſions 
with Reaſon, wholly renounced them, Their Philoſophy 
is like the River in Thrace, 


—Dzod potum ſaxea reddit 


Viſcera, quod tattts inducit marmora rebus, 


For by a fiction of. fancy they tum their vertuous 
Perſon into a Statue, that feels ncither the inclinations 
of Love,nor averſions of Hatred; that is not toucht with 


Joy 
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Joy or Sorrow ; that is exempt from Fears and Hopes. 
The tender and melting affections of nature towards the 
miſery of others, they intirely extinguiſh as unbecoming 

rfe& Vertue. They attribute Wiſdom to none, but 
whom they rob of Humanity. Now,as 'tis the ordina- 
ry effect of folly to run into one extreme by avoiding a- 
nother, ſo 'tis moſt vilibly here, For the Aﬀections are 
not like poiſonous plants to be eradicated ; but as wild, 
to be cultivated, They were at firſt ſet in the freſh ſoil 
of Man's nature by the hand of God. And the Scripture 
deſcribes the Divine perfe@ions, and the ations: pro- 
ceeding from them, by terms borrowed from humane 
Aﬀections, which proves them to be innocent in their 
own nature, Plutarch obſerves when Lycurgus com- 
manded to cut up all the Vines in. Spart to prevent 
Drunkenneſs, he ſhould. rather have made Fountains 
by them to allay the heat of the Wines, and make them 
beneficial : So true Wiſdom preſcribes how to moderate 
and remper the Aﬀections,nor to deſtroy them,'Tis true 
they are now ſinfully inclin'd, yet being removed from 
Carnal to Spiritual objets, they are excellently ſer- 
viceable, As Reaſon is to guide the Aﬀections,ſo they 
are to excite Reaſon, whoſe operations would be languid 
without them. The natures that are purely ſpiritual,as 
the Angels, have an Underſtanding fo clear, as ſudden- 
ly todiſcover in objects their qualities, and to feel their 
efficacy : but Man is compounded of two natures, and 
the matter of his Body obſcures the light of his Mind, 
that he cannot make ſuch a full diſcovery of good or e- 
vil at the firſt view, as may be requiſite to quicken his 
purſuit of the one, and flight from the other. Now the 
Aﬀections awaken the vigour of the Mind, to make an 
earneſt application to its object. They are as the Winds 
which although ſometimes tcmpeſtuo..s, yet are neceſ- 
ſary to convey the Ship to the Port.So that 'tis contume- 
V v lious 
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Chap. 17. lious to the Creator, and injurious to the Humane Na. 


ture, to take them away as abſolutely vicious. The 
Lord Jeſus who was pure and perfe&,cxpreſt all humane 
Aﬀections according to the quality of the objects preſen. 
ted to him : and his Law requires us not to mortify,but 
to purify, conſecrate, and employ them for ſpiritual and 
honourable uſcs. | 

4.Philoſophy is ineffeual by all its Rules to form the 
Soul to true Patience & Contentment under ſufferings, 
Now conſidering the variety and greatneſs of the chan- 
ges and calamities to which the preſent life is obnoxi- 
ous, there is no YVertue more neceſſary, And if we look 
into the World before Chriſtianity had reformed the 
thoughts and language of Men, we ſhall diſcover their 
miſerable errors upon the account of the ſeeming contu- 
ſion in humane affairs , the unequal diſtribution of tem- 
poral goods & evils here below. If the Heathens ſaw In- 
Juſtice triumph over Innocence,andCrimes woxthy of the 
ſevereſt puniſhment crown'd with Proſperity , if a 
young man dyed who in their eſteem deſerved to live for | 
ever, anda vicious perſon lived an age who was unwor- 
thy to be born, they complained that the World was 
not governed _— to Righteouſneſs, but raſh for- 
tune or blind fate ruled all. As the Phariſee in the Goſ- 
pel, ſeeing the Woman that had been a notorious ſinner 
ſo kindly received by Chrift, ſaid within himſelf, If hs 
Man were a Prophet,he would know who it is that towches 
him: So they concluded,if there were a Providence that 
did ſee & take care of ſublunary things;that did not on- 
ly permit but diſpoſe of all affairs, it would make a vi- 
{ible diſtintion between the Vertuous and the Wicked, 

"Tis true, God did not leave the Gentiles without 
4-witneſs of himſelf;tor ſometimes the reaſons of his Pro- 
vidence in the great changes of the World were ſocon- 
ſpicuous,that they might diſcover an eye in the Scepter, 
| that 
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thathisGovernment was managed with infiniteWiſdom, TF5--Þ 

Other Providences were vail'd and myſterious, and the 9 
ht of thoſe that were clear ſhould have induc'd them 

to believe the Juſtice and Wiſdom of thoſe they 

could not comprehend. As Socrates having read a Book ,.,, -. 

of Heraclitus,a great Philoſopher but ſtudiouſly obſcure, Lact. * 

and his Judgment being demanded concerning it,reply- 

ed, That what he underſtood was very rational, and 

he thoughc what he did not underſtand was ſo. But 

they did not wiſely. conſider things. 

The preſear ſenſe of troubles rempted them, either Tully 5/=/ef 
to deny Providence or accuſe it. Every day ſome un- ;;;,£, wo 
happy wretch or other reproacht their Gods for the diſ- Quan/oneqe 
aſters he ſuffered. Now the end of Philoſophy was to BhR2n 
redreſs theſe evils, to make an atlicted co be a contented ifti, neque ho- 
ſtate, The Philoſophers ſpeak much of the Power of (.,.,;"7mre: 
their Precepes toeſtabliſh the Soul in the inſtability of »obis graciam 
worldly things, to put it intoan impregnable fortreſs, prac pe tion 
by its ſituation above the moſt terrible accidents. They or. 
boaſted in a Poctical bravery,of their Victories over For- 
tune,that they deſpiſed its flattery ina calm,and its fury 
in a ſtorm, and in every place ere& Trophies to Vertue 
triumphing over it. Theſe are great words and found 
high, but are empty of ſubſtance and reality, Upon 
tryal we ſhall find that all their Armour though poliſhed 
and ſhining,yet is not of proof againſt ſharp Aﬀictions, 

The Arguments they uſcd for comfort are taken, per Laewoning 

1. From neceflity ; that we are born to Sufferings, tem mala. xe- 
the Laws of humanity, which are unchangeable, ſub. v-«-. 
je us tothem. But this conſideration is not only in- 
effeual to cauſe true Contentment, but produces the 
contrary effe& : as the ſtrength of Egype is deſcribed 
to be like a reed that will pierce the hand inſtead of ſup- 
porting it. Thus So/ox extremely lamenting the death 
of his Son, and being ask't why he ſhed ſo many barren 
V v 2 tears 
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7; > tears that could not make his Son ſpring out of the duſt, 

— replyed; For this reaſon 1 weep becauſe my weeping cath 

do me no good. Our deſires atter freedom from milſcries 

are inviolable: ſo that every evil the more tatal and inevi- 

table *ris,the-more it afflits us. If there be no way of eſ- 

cape, the Spirit is overcome by impatience or deſpair, 

2. Fiom reflexion upon the miſertes that befal others, 

Wallam tan But this kind of Conſolation is vicious in its cauſe,pro- 

miſ:ramnomi- ceeding from ſecret envy and uncharitableneſs, There 
nabis domum, ;... 1: . hd 

ouz non inve; 15 Little difference between him'that Tegards anothers mi- 

ziatin miſ:ri- ſery to leſſen-his own, and thoſe who take pleaſure in 0- 

ore folxrium- thers afflictions. And it adminiſters no real comfort ; If 

xii genas rarba a thouſand drink of the waters of Marah,they are not leſs 


miſcrorum, bitter, 


Tully ſpea;s ro 3, Others ſought for eaſe under ſufferings by remem- 


the Epicure- 


etl, x; Dering the pleaſures that were formerly enjoyed. _ But 
roluptatum this inflames rather than allays the Diſtemper. For as 
perceprrom things are more clearly known, ſo more ſenſibly felt by 


Tecordartio be- : . . 
aram vitam fa- COMpariſon : He that is tormented with the Gout, can- 


ci,&quicem not relieve his miſery, by remembring the pleaſant 


Ccorpore percep- 


tarum. 7c. Wine he drank before his fit, 

= 4. The Stoicks Univerſal Cure of afflitions was, to 
Opinoet = change their opinion of them, and eſteem them not real 
tanti quodque evils. Thus Poſſidoxius (ſo much commended by, Tully) 
—_— «* .; who for many years was under torturing Diſeaſes and 
mus. Circum- ſurvived a continual Death, being viſited by Pompey at 
ſpiceilta qu? Rhodes, he entertained him with a Philoſophical Diſ- 


nos agunt in : , _ 
inſanjam, quz courſe; and when his pains were moſt acute, he ſaid, 
«oo Nihil agis dolor, quanquam fis moleſtus, nunJuam. te eſſe 
amittinus, Cconfiteboy malum : in vain doſt thou. aſſault me pain , 
cimus vo) though thou art troubleſome, thou ſhalt never force me 
moleſtum efſ:, tO confeſs thou art evil. But the tolly of this boaſting is 
< opinionem viſible : for though he might appear with a chearful 
countenance in the Paroxyſm of hisDiſeaſe to commend 
his Philoſophy,like a Mountebank that ſwallows poiſon 


to 
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to-put.off his Drugs, yet the reality of his grief was e- Chap. 17. 
= M_—_— 


yident : his Senſe was overcome, though his Tongue re- 
mained a Stoick.. It words could charm the Senſe not 
to feel pains,or compoſe the mind not to reſent afflicti- 
ons, twere a relief to give mollifying Titles to them: Bur 
fince 'tis not Fancy that makes them ſtinging, but their 
contrariety to Nature, 'tis no relief to repreſent them 
otherwiſe than they are, All thoſe ſubtile notions va- 
niſh, when ſenſible impreſſions confute them. . 

5. Others compoſed themſelves by conſidering the be- 


Le/ivs fit pa- 


nefitof Patience. Diſcontent puts an edge on troubles; cjenria, quic- 


to kick againſt the pricks exaſperates the pain, to be 9 


reſtleſs and turmoiling increaſes the Fever, But this 
is not properly a Conſolation: for although a calm and 
quiet ſubmiſſion prevents thoſe new degrees of trouble, 
which by fretting and vexing we bring upon our ſelves , 
yet it doth not remove the evil,which may be very afflict- 
ing and grievous in its own nature: ſo that without 0- 
ther con(iderations to ſupport the mind, it will fink un- 
derit, And as theſe, ſo many other Arguments they 
uſed to fortifie the Sfrit againſt Sufferings, are like a 
hedg which at a diſtance ſeerns to be a ſafe retreat from 
Gunſhot, but thoſe who retire to it, find it a weak De- 
fence. This appears by the carriage of the beſt inſtru- 
&ed Heathens in their calamities: Profe/ſing themſetves 
fo be wiſe in their Speculations, . they became fools in 
practice, and were confounded with all their Philoſophy, 
when they ſhould have made uſe of it, Some kill'd them- 
ſelves for the apprehenſion of ſufferings ; their Death 
was not the effect of courage but —— the remedy 
of their fear, Others, impatient of diſappointment in 
their great deligns,retuſed to live, 1 will inſtance in two 


uid corri gcre 
t ncfas, Hor. 


of the moſt eminent among them, Cato and Brutus,they 2enmii quo 


were both Philoſophers of tke manly ſet; and Vertue 
never appeared with a brighter luſtre among the Hea- 
thens 


ccepit rigida ac 
virilisfapientia, 
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Chap. 17. thens'than' whenjoyned with a Sroicalreſolution. And 
(NN they were not imperfe&t Proficients, but Maſters in 
©p-quantum Philoſophy. Seneca employs all the ornaments of his 
pulcherrimeac Eloquence to make Cato's Elogy : He repreſents him as 
O—_— the confummate exemplar of Wiſdom,as one that reali- 
que nobis non zed the ſublime Idea of Vertue deſcribed in their -Writ- 
SED ings. And Brutus was eſteemed: equal to Cato, Yet 
colenda ett. AC. theſe with all the power of their Philoſophy were not a- 
pice 34:42 ble to bearthe ſhock of Adverlity, Like raw Fencers, 
one thruſt put them into ſuch diſorder, that they forgot 
all their inſtructions in the place of trial. - For being un- 
ſucceſsful in their endeavours to reſtore Rowe to its li- 
berry, overcome with diſcontent and deſpair, they laid 
violent hands upon themſelves. Cate being prevented 
in his firſt attempt, afterwards tore open his Wounds 
with fierceneſs andrage. And Brutus ready to plunge 
the Sword into his Breaſt, complained that Vertue was 
buta vain name. So inſufficient are the beſt Precepts 
of meer natural Reaſon to relieve us-m diſtreſs. As 
Torrents that are dryed up in the, heat-of Summer when 
there is the moſt necd of them, {o* all comforts fail in 
—_— that are not derived from the Fountain of 

Life, 

I will only add how ineffe&ual Philoſophy is to ſap- 
port us in a dying hour. The fear of Deathis a Paſh- 
# Er pr'dic on ſoſtrong thatby it Men are kept in bondage all their 
quam occi'®” days. *Tis an Enemy that threatens none whom it doth 
ne nato ſuper not'ftrike, and there is none but it threatens, Certain- 
canam, Wil y that Spectre which + Ceſer had not courage to look 
quiſuam eſſer in the face is very affrighting, Alexander himſelf that 
im ſo often deſpiſed it inthe Field, when paſſion that tranſ- 
rentinum ino- ported him caſt a Vail over his Eyes ; yet when he was 
xrulers.. {txuck with a mortal Diſeaſe in Bebylon, and had Death 
Suey. in his view, * his Palace was filled with Prieſts and Di- 
*Vid.7bt4r%- yiners, and no ſuperſtition was ſo ſottiſh, but he uſed 
to 
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to preſerve himſelf. And although the Philoſophers Chap. 17: 
ſeem'd to contemn Death, yet the great preparations vw Ww— 
they made to encounter it argue a ſecret fear in their *' fo fephy's 

K 6 y Pla- 
Breaſts, Many Diſcourſes, Reaſonings, and Arguments to,v.1 2ws- 
are employed to ſweeten that cruel neceſfity, but they ** 
are all ineffectual. 

1. That 'tis the condition of our nature : to be a Man 
and immortal are inconſiſtent, But this Conſolation nmr of 
afflits to extremity. If there were any means to eſcape, tae non poſſi. 
the ſoul might take courage, He is doubly miſerable, .; — 
whoſe miſery is without remedy, uncur,magnum 

2. That it puts a period to all temporal evils. But PH nee 
as this is of no torce with thoſe who are proſpzrous, and cit. 71.. 
never felt thoſe miſeries which make Life intolerable, {2 ; hoc 
fo it cannot rationally relieve any that have not good zgromari poſſe, 
hopes of felicity after Death, The Heathens diſcove- pac» —_ 
red not the ſting of Death, as 'tis the wages of fin, nammcrizode, 
and conſigns the guilty to eternal Death ; ſothat they **** 
built upon a falſe toundation,as if it were the cure of all 
evils. 

3. They encouraged themſelves trom their ignorance 
of the conſequences of Death, whether it only changed 
their place,. or extinguiſhed their perſons, Socrates yy pre 
who dyed with a feeming indifference,gave this account mus ille dics 
of it ; That he did not know whether Death was good or Non*enmts- 
evil, But this is not fortitude, but folly : as Ar:/fore mutationem | 
obſerves, That a readineſs to encounter dangers ari- RIO 
ſing from ignorance, is not true valour but a brutiſh autem perimit, 
boldneſs, What madneſs is it then for one that enters m_— + ye" 
upon an eternal ſtate, not knowing whether it ſhall be us quamin me- 


Ciis vitx labo- 


happy or miſerable, to be unaffected with that dreadful 75 M# 72 

uncertainty * miſcere > 
But now the Goſpel furniſhes us with real remedies 

againſt all the evils of our preſent ſtate, *Tis the true 


Paradiſe wherein the Tree of Life isÞlanted, whoſe 
Leaves. 
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TIT, Leaves ave for the healing of the Nations, Weare aſſy- 
—_— red that Goh Aſpoſes allchings, with che Wiſdom and 

Love of a Father ; and that his Providence is moſt ad- 
mirable and worthy of praiſe, in thoſe things wherein 
they who are only led by Senſe doubt whether it be at 
all. For as 'tis the firſt point of prudence to keep off 
evils, ſo the ſecond and more excellent is to make them 
beneficial, Chriſtians are more than Conguerours through 
Chriſt that owes them, They are always in an aſcendent 
State ; and believing, rejoice with an unſpeakable and gle- 
rified Foy. Death it ſelf 1s not only diſarmed, but made 
ſubſervient to their everlaſting good. Briefly, Chriſtian 
Patience endures all things as well as Charity, becauſe 
itexpects a bleſſed iſſue. It draws from preſent miſe- 
| ries the aſſurance of future Happineſs, : A Believer 
while he poſſeſſes nothing but the Croſs, ſees by Faith 
the Crown of the Eternal Kingdom hanging over his 
head ; and the /ively hope of it makes him not only pati- 
ent, but thankful and joytul. This ſweetens the loſs of 
all cemporal goods,and the preſence of all temporal evils; 
St. Paul in his Chains was infinitely more contented 
than Ceſar or Seneca, than all the Princes and Philoſo- 
phers in the World, 
Cnicorum na= TI will conclude this Argument by a ſhort reflexion on 
on denim NE WMMOTal maxims of ſeveral Sects of Philoſophers, 
inimicavcre- The Cynicks aſſert that all natural ations may be done 
cundiz, n* ;n the face of the Sun that 'tis worthy of a Philoſopher 
ome: -o- to dv thoſe things in the preſence of all, which would 
- gorge oa make 1impudence it ſelf tro bluſh. A maxim .contrary 
Er qui nec Cy- £0 all the rules of decency,and corruptive of g00d man- 


m1 Os gnecStoica 5 > ; 
loamara legir, NETS» For as the deſpiling of Vertue, produces the 


Acc: mni- flighting of reputation : So the contempt of Repura- 
ca cilfantia. tjon cauſes the neglect of Vertue, Yet the Stoicks 
with all their 


ſides, among 


Fuvenal. - ls - 
avity were not far from this advice, Be- 


er unreaſonable Paradoxes, they aſſert 
all 
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alrfins ace cquat'; that” the killing - a Bird is of: the F577 
| tewich che murdering a Parent: a'Ptinciple that ty 
breaks the” reſtraints of fear and ſhame, and opens a £5156 ike 
paſſage to all licentioufneſs. They commended Self. f;;..ivcm cn 
Miirder im ſeveral caſes ; which unnatural-fary is culpa- rapto viverc, at 
ble irs any reſpetts,. of rebellion againſt God, injuftice compu” 
to others, and cruelty toones ſelf, | Zemo: the fourider nori. 
of that Se practiſed hisown Doctrine, Forfalling to 2952 
the ground, he interpreted it-to bsa Summons -ro' ap- illopeRori pu- 
petr itfnother World;-and ſtrangled ihiinfels, : Ariforte ima manus 
1Morws-the 9 wenn. by rms 'tobeas natu- & vulnera Pa. 
rat as-the inclination to gratitnde, judging according to [1mm 
the'cotmmor Rule thar onecontrary'is the'tneaſure of a- Senec. = 
nothet, | Nay, he condeams'the- purtingiup-avinjury as 
enierons and Terviter He mhales. indignation at the 
proſperity of yyworthy Mena Verne, andieo' prove is, 
tells us theCreriars attributedir totheir Gods as a paſſion 
becoriting the excelleney of their natures, But if we 


c6hſithr the Sapreme Diſpoſet'of alt- thik db 
what lic pledſes with his che he's rafiuket Wits, 
and in the'next World wilt diſpenſe Eternal recormpen- 
ces; there is not the leaf cane of irritzvion for that 
ſeeming diſorder. He -afo+ allows Pride robe #ncble ,,,. ;;, , 
temper that proceeds from a ſublime Spirit. He repre- Ethic. 
ſents his Hero by this among other characters, that he is 
diſpleaſed with thoſe who mention to him the benefits 
he hath received,which make him inferiour to thoſe that 
oavethemz- as if Humility and Gratitude. were qualities 
contrary to Magnanimity, He condemns Envy as a 
vice that would bring down others to our meanneſs,but 
commends Emulation which urges to aſcend to the 
haighy of them that are above us. But this is no real 
Vertue, for it doth not exciteus by the worth of moral 
good, but from the vain defire of equality or preemi- 
nence, And Plato himſelf, though tiled Divine, yer 
X x delivers 
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Chap.17. delivers many things that are deſtruive of moral hone- 
Wy > ty. Hediſlolves the moſt ſacred band of humane ſaci- 

ety, ordaining in his Common-wealth a Community of 
Wives, He allows an honeſt man tolie in ſome occa- 
fions.z whereas the Rule is eternal, We mu#t not do evil, 

.  . -; ; Fhat good may come thereby, In ſhort, a conſidering Eye 

uw ve Pagenk, will Site many ſpots,as well as beautics,in their moſt 

Chriſtiaze admired Inſtitutions, They commend thoſe things as 
fripirurts © Vertues which are Vices, and leave out thoſe Vertues 
Paganice. - which are neceſſary for the perfeRion of our naturezand 

74/au% the Vertues they commend, aredefcRive in thoſe qua- 

lities that are requiſite to make them ſincere. If Philo- 
ſophy were Incarnate; and had expreſt the Purity and 
Efficacy of all its Pre in real ations; yet it had a- 
bundantly fallen ſhort of that Supernatural, Angelical, 
Divine Holineſs which the Goſpel requires. Till the 
Wiſdom of God removed' his Chair frgm Heaven to 
Earth to inſtru the World,not only the vation of 
the lower faculties, but the darkneſs of Ss humane 
underſtanding hindred Men from performing their 
univerſal duty. The Goſpel alone brings Light to the 
Mind, Peace to the Conſcience, Purity to the AﬀeRi- 
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CHAP. XVIIL 


Examples have a ſpecial Efficacy above Precepts to form us 
to Holineſs. The Example of Ghriſt is nthſt proper to 
that end, being abſolutely perfett, and accommodate to 
our preſent ſtate. Some Vertues are neceſſary to our con- 
dition as Greatures, or to our condition in the World, of 


ence, and Love in ſuffering for us. His Life contains 
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Chap. 18. 
a Ms 


which the Deity is uncapable ; and _ eminently 4 
pear in the Life of Go They are Humility, Obeai- - 


all our Duties, or Motives to perform them. Feſus 
. Ghrift purchaſed the Spirit of Holineſs by his ſufferings, 
and confers it fince his Exaltation. The Sanitifying 
Spirit is the Concomitant of Evangelical Mercy The Su- 
natural Declaration of the Law on Mount Sinai, and 
the natural _—_ p 4 the Divine Goodneſs inthe 
Works of Creation rovidence,were not accompanied 
with the renewing efficacy of the Spirit. The lower Ope- 
rations of the _ were only in the Heathens, The 
Philoſophical change differs from the Spiritual and Di- 
wine. Socrates axd Seneca conſidered, Our Saviour 
preſents the ſtrongeſt Inducements to perſwade us to be ho- 
ly. They are proper to work upon Fear, Hope and Love, 
The greatneſs of thoſe Objeits,and their Truth, are clearly 
manifeſted in the Goſpel, 


He Second Means by which our Redeemer reftores 

us to Holineſs, is by exhibiting a compleat Pa- 

tern of it in his Life upon Earth. For the diſcovery 
how influential this is upon us, we muſt confider, T hat 
of all the moſt noble works, the principal Cauſe is an 
exact Patern in the mind of the Agent which he endea- 
2 AS VOurs 
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| Chap, 18, vours to imitate z and Examples are of the ſame nature, 
xg He that deſires to excel in Painting or Sculpture, muſt 
view the moſt accompliſht Pieces of thoſe Arts. Thus 
in Morality, the confideration of Eminent Actions per- 
formed by others, is of admirable efficacy to raiſe us to 
perfe&ion. That Examples have a peculiar Power above 
the naked Precept to diſpoſe us to the practice of Holi- 
neſs, appears by conſtdering : 

I. That they moſt clearly expreſs tous the Nature of 
our Duties in their Subjects and ſenſible Effe&s, Ge- 
neral Precepts form abſtra& Idea's of Vertue, but in 
Examples Vertues are made viſiblein all ther Circum- 
ſtances. 

2. Precepts inſtruct us what things are our Duty,but 

Examples affure us that they are"-poſſible. They -re- 
ſemble a clear Stream wherein we may not only diſco- 
ver our Spots, but waſh them off, When we ſee Men 
like our ſelves, who are united to frail fleſh, and in the 
fame condition with us, to command their Paſhons, to 
overcome the moſt glorious and glittering Temptations, 
we are incouraged in our Spiritual Warfare, 

CHtumaciare- 3, Examples by a ſecret and lively incentive urge us 
Gargui non PO- to amitation, The Romans kept in their houſes the 

lo, Nam ha- Pi@tures of their Progenitors to heighten their Spirits, 
ere non Pol” 2nd provoke them. to follow the Preſidents ſet before 


- =» om them, We are toucht in another manner by the viſible 
—_ roy practice of Saints, which reproaches our defefts and ob- 
natura homi- liges us to the ſame Care and Zeal,-than by Laws 
num procli's though holy and good, Now the Example of Chriſt is 
vult non modo Moſt proper to form us to Holineſs, it being abſolutely 

cum venia, kd perfect, and accommodate to our preſent ſtate. 
tione peccare, TI, *Tis abſolutely perfe&t. There is no Example of 
"4 -«evr-] ameer man, that is to be followed without limitation, 
; Be ye followers of me as I ans of Chriſt, fauch the great A- 
poſtle, Nay, if the Excellencies of all good Men were 


uaited 
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nited into-one; 'yer'we might not ſecurely Follow him Gap; 79, 


in -—=-m. oh for his remaining defects might be {o Yiſ- 
jiſed by the Verrues to which they are joyned, that we 
Id errin our imitation. But the Life of Chrift was 

as the pureſt Gold, without any allay of -baſer metal, 


His converſation was a living Law. He #4 0 fin,” net- Heb. 7. 26. 


they was any guile found .in his month. He was holy, harm- 
leſs, undefiled, ſeparate from finners, He united the ef- 
ficacy of Example with the direction of Precepts , his 
actions always anſwered his words. Chriſtianity, the 
_ Inſtitution in the World, is only a conformity to 
is Patern, The univerſal command of the Goſpel, 
that compriſes all our duties, is, #o walk as Chriſt walk- 
ed, bo 
2, His Example is moſt accommodate to our preſent 
State, There muſt be ſome propertion between the mo- 
del and copy that is to be drawn by it. Now: the Di- 
vine Nature is the Supreme Rule of Moral PerfeQtions. 
Weare commanded to be Holy, as God is Holy; But 
fuch is'the obſcurity of our Minds, and the weakneſs 
of our Natures, that the Patern was too high and glo- 
rious to be expreſt by us. We had not ſtrength to Af- 
cend to Him, but He had goodneſs to Deſcend to us : 
and in this preſent ſtare to ſet before us a Patern more 
fitted to our capacity. Although Light is the proper 
object of Sight, yet the radiancy and immenſe Light of 
the Sun in the Meridian is inviſible to our fight ; we 
more eaſfily-difcover the reflexion of it in ſome opacous 
Body : So the Divine Attributes are ſweetned in the 
Son of God Incarnate, and being united with the Graces 
proper for the Humane Nature, are more perceptible 
to-our minds, and more imitable by us. This was one 


great deſign of his coming into the World, to ſet before 


us in doing and ſuffering, not a meer Spectacle for our in 13. 15 


wonder, but a Copy to be tranſcribed in our Hearts and | 
Lives, 


Jndg, 9- 48. 


Mark 6. Zo 


John 13; 
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Chap: 18, Lives, © He therefore choſe ſuch a tenoarof life as eve. 


ry-one me imitate, His Supreme Vertue expreſt ig 

ſelf in ſuch a temperate courſe of aRions, that as 4b;. 
welech (aid to his followers, Look ox me and do likewiſe : 
Soour true Abimelech, our Father and Sovereign,calls 
upon us to imitate him. The firſt effe& of Predeſtina- 
tion is to conform us to the Image of the Son, who was 
for this end made the firſt-born among many Brethren, He 
aſſumed the Humane Nature that we might partake of 
the Divine, not only by His Merit but Example, 

This will appear .more fully.by conſidering, There 
are ſome Vertues neceſſary to our condition as Crea- 
tures, or with reſpe& to our ſtate of Trial here below, 
which the Deity is not capable of ; and thoſe moſtemi- 
nently appear in the Life of Chriſt, I will inſtance in 
three which are the Elements of Chriſtian PerfeQion, 
His Humility in deſpiſing all the Honour of the World, 
His Obedience in Sacrificing his Will intirely to God's, 
and His Charity in procuring the Salvation of Men by 
his Suffcrings : and in all theſe He denied to his Hu- 
mane Nature the priviledg due to it by its union with 
the Eternal Word, 

1. Humility in ſtritneſs hath no place in God : He 
requires the Tribute of Glory from all his. Creatures. 
And the Son of God had a right to Divine Honour upon 
his firſt Appearance here below, Yet He was born in 
a Stable,and made ſubje& to our common.imperfeQions, 
Although He was ordained to convert the World by his 
Dodtine and Miracles, yet for the tenth part of his 
time he lived concealed and filent, being ſubje& to his 
Mother and reputed Father, in the ſervile work of a 
Carpenter, And after his ſolemn inveſtiture into his 
Office by a Voice from Heaven, yet he was deſpiſed and 
contemned. He refuſed to be a King, and ſtoopt ſolow 
as to waſh his Diſciples feet, All this he didto inſtru& 

us 
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us fo be-merk avd lowly, - to corre our Pride, the moſt in-TF35 7.8, 


timateand -radicated corruption of Nature, .' For as 


thoſe Diſeaſes are moſt incurable, which draw nouriſh- Mar 11. 2& 


ment from that food which is taken for the ſupport of 
Life; ſo Pride that turns vertuous aRions which are 
the matter of praiſe into its nouriſhment, is moſt difh- 
cultly overcome. . Butthe Example of the Son of God, 
in whom there is: an union of all Divine and Humane 
PerfeRions,debaſing himſelf to the form of a Servant, is 
ſufficient,if duly conſidered, to make us walk humbly. 

2. Obedience is a Vertue that becomes an Inferiour. 
either a Servant or Subje&,” who are juſtly under the po- 
wer of others, & muſt be complying with their Will : So 
that 'ris very diſtant from God, who hath none ſuperiour 
to him in Dominion or Wiſdom,but his Will is the Rule 
of Goodneſs to his own and others Actions, Now the 
Son of God became Man and was univerſally obedient 
to the Law of his Father. And his Obedience had all the 
—_— ients that might commend. it to our imitation. 
The value of Obedience ariſes upon three accounts : 

I1,. The Dignity of the Perſon that obeys: itis more 
meritorious in an honourable than in a mean Perſon, 

2. From the difficulty of the Command , itbeing no 
great Vidory over the appetite in Obedience,ubi diligt- 
tur quod debetur, where the inſtance is agreeable to our 
affections. 

3+: From the intireneſs of the Will in obeying, For 
to rma commanded Action againſt our conſent,is 
only tobe ſubjeR in the meaner part of Man, the Body, 
and to reſiſt in-the ſuperiour which is the Mind, Now 
in all theſe reſpets the Obedience of Chriſt was 
Perfe&. In the Dignity of the Perſon obeying, it 
exceeded the Obedience of all the Angels, as much 
as the Divine Perſon exceeded all created. The- dif- 


ficulty ofthe Command is greater than cyer was put up- 
on 
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Clup.gr..08Servant or Subject; 'Hewar rbedient \terhe-Mewlr of 
LI the Graſs, that is;Death with diſhongurahd torment; the 


evils that are moſtcontraty:to the Humane Natute and 
Appetite. And the complcatneſs.of his:Willin obey- 
ing.is. moſt evident. For: Chriſt had defired deliverance 
from. his Perfecutors;{:he:/had certainly obtained it; | He 
tells his Diſciples, that: upon:! his' irequeſt=his-Bather 
would ſend twelve: Legions of Angels for-his: reſcue. 
But he reſigned the whole Powerof his Will to his Fa- 
ther's ; Not my will, but thy\will be done, ' wasihis Voice 
at-his private Paſſion in the Garden.” : He ſubmitted che 
a& and exerciſe of his Will; ot what. I will;but what thou 
wilt, he ſaith in another Evangel/iſt. He yietded not on 
ly the faculty,and exerciſe of his Will:to:do: what 'Go& 
enjoyned, but in that manner which was pleaſingito 
Him, Abt as | will but as thowwilt,: he! exprefſes inthe 
words of a third. Now what is there in. Heaven ot Earth 
that can move our Wills to entire Obedience; if this 
marvelous Patern: doth not affe&: us2; Lerrche ſame 
Mind be in.ymu that was in Chriffahithe Aipoſtle, How 
lorious is it todo what he did, andwhatza repraach to 
| KR what he ſuffered; who. had ther Halineſs:of God: 
to give excdlency to the Action, and the':infirnity of 
Man'toendure the {karpneſs of the Paſhon\t:..1'/ - 1+ 
3. Love to Mankindis expreſbbyonrSavwurina pe. 
culiar manner. For although God is infinitety:.goc 
to us, yet he doth nat/prefer the Happineſs of: Man be- 
fore his own Bleflednefs. TheSalvationwof theinhple 
World were not to- be purchaſed=with tlie ktaſts dictinine 
tior of the Divine Felicity,” / Butithe:Sow vf 'God) fufs 
fered the extremeſt Evil, to procure the moſt ſGvervigm 
Goad for'us, who were in Rebellionagainſt hi Laws and 
Empire. Briefly, The Life of Chriftogntainbalb onr 
Duties towards God and Man expreſt-in theimoſt: pers 
te& manner, or Motives to perform them, We may 
clearly 
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cleady ſee in his. deportment innocent Wiſdom, y | rmagyg 
dent Simplicity, compaſſionace Zeal, perfect Pactencs, =—— : 
the courage. of Faith, the joy of Hope, the tenderneſs 
and care of Love, incomparable Meekneſs, Modeſty, 
Humility and Purity, He ſpent the night in Commu- 
nion with God, and the day in Charity to Men. He 
perte&tly hated Sin, and equally loved Souls, The 
neareſt and readieſt way to PerfeQion, is a ſerious re- 
gard to his Precedent : For the cauſes of all Sin are cicher 
the defite of what He deſpiſed, or the fear of what He 
ſuffered, He voluntarily deprived himſelf of Riches, 
Honours, Pleaſures, to renderthem contemptible, and 
endured outrages of all ſorts,the contradiction of Sinners, oc, nu. 
and the ſbarpeſt Sufferings to make them tolerable, He vitz officiis ju. 
aſcended Mount Calvary to his Croſs, before he aſ- —_— 
cended from Mount Ol:vet to his Throne : He was na- doloris quoque 
ked before he was cloathed with a robe of Light, and 1,7ifuec. 
crowned with thoms before with Glory, And thus he temprum, qui- 
powerfully teaches us to follow his ſteps who ſuffered for 2 potecia & 
us. If a Phyſician of _ eſteem, in a Diſeale takes a fi virus, tra- 
bitter Potion, it would perſwade thoſe who are in the ©©* wee 
ſame danger to uſe the ſame Remedy. Since the Son of inpiznarionis, 
God to purchaſe our Happineſs, denied himſelf the en- — Ow 0 
joyment of worldly Delights, and endurcd the worſt of tia& r:riquam 
temporal Evils, nothing can be more effectual to convince 87jan&re- 
us, that the Pleaſures of the world are not conſiderable vince qui mi. 
as toour laſt End, and that preſent Afflictions are ſo far [3b iecit 
from being inconſiſtent with our ſupreme Bleffedacſs, > 
that they prepare us for it. 

In ſhort, His excellent Example not only enlightens 
our Minds to diſcover our Duty, but inables and ex- 
cites to perform it, As the Eye in beholding viſible ob- 
jects receives their Image,(o by contemplating the Gra- 
ces that are conſpicuous in our Redeemer, we derive a 


fimilitsde from them. We all,ſaith the Apoſtle, with oper 2 Cox. z. 18. 
Y y face 
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3. face beholding as in aglaſs the Glory of the Lord, thatis, 
by- viewing in the Goſpel the Life of Chriſt which 
was glorious in Holineſs, We are changed into the ſame 
Image from Glory to Glory,even as by the Spirit of the Lord : 
that is, gradually faſhioned in Grace according to his 
likeneſs, 

And what can more powerfully move and perſwade 
us toHolineſs,than to conſider the Preſident that Chriſt 
hath ſet before us? For how honourable is it to be like the 
Son of God? By conformity to Chriſt,we partake of the 
Divine Perfe&tions. The King of Heaven will acknow- 
ledg us for his Children, when we bear the reſemblance 
of our elder Brother. Beſides the motive of Honour, Love 
doth ſtrongly incline to follow Holineſs in imitation of 
our Redeemer, This is one difference between Know- 
ledg and Love, the Underſtanding draws the objet to it 
ſelf and transforms it into its own likeneſs ; thus ma- 
terial objes have an immaterial exiſtence in the mind 
when it contemplates them : But Love goes forth to the 
objet loved ; the Soul is more where it loves than waere 
it lives; that is, there is more of its intelle&ual pre- 
ſence, its thoughts and deſires, and it always affe&s a 
reſemblance toit. Thus Love humbled God,and made 
him like to us in Nature ; and Love exaltsMan,by ma- 
king him like to God in Holineſs, for it excites us to 
imicate and expreſs in our ations the Vertues of hin who 
hath called us to his Kingdom and Glory, 

3. Inorder to the reſtoring of Holineſs to /apſed Man, 
the Lord Chriſt purchas'd and conveys the Spirit to 
them, A ſtateof Sin includes a total privation of Holi- 
neſs, and an adCtive contrariety againſt it, The Sinner 
is dead as to the Spiritzal Life, and as unable to revive 
himſelf, as a carcaſe is to break the gates of Death and 
return to the light of the world : but he lives to the 
Sen/ual Life, and expreſles a conſtant oppoſition to the 
Law 
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Law of God. He is without ſtrength as to his Duty, FFggocÞ” 


not able to conceive an holy cthoughr,or to exci:e a {in- 
cere-and ardent deſire towards Divine things ; buthath 
ſeong inclinations of Will, and great Power for that 
which is evil, Now to reſtore Lite to the dead Soul, 
and to conquer the living enmity that is in it againſt Ho- 
lineſs, no leſs than the Divine Power was requiſite. 
And the effeQing this is peculiarly attributed to the Spi- 


rit, Our Saviour tells Nicodemus, Except a man be born |, . . 


of water, and of the Holy Ghoſt, he cannot ſee the Kingdom 


of. God. And the Apoſtle ſaith, That according to his 1-3 5 


Mercy He ſaves us, CA waſbing of Regeneration, and 
by the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, As in the Creation, 
where all the Perſons concurr'd, 'twas the motion of 
the Spirit that conveyed the Life of Nature , ſo in the 
Renovation of the World, where they all cooperate, 
'tis the powerful working of the Spirit that produces 
the Life of Grace. Hevilits us in the grave, and in- 
ſpires the breath and flame of Heaven to animate and 
warm our dead hearts. 'Twas requiſite not only that the 
Word ſhould take Fleſh, but that Fleſh ſhould receive 
the Spirit to quicken and enable ir to perform the acts 
of the Divine Lite. 'Tis for this reaſon the third Perſon 
is frequently ſtiled in Scripture the Holy Spirit, That 
Title hath not an immediate reſpe& to his Nature, but 
to the Operations which are aſhgned to Him, in the ad- 
mirable Oeconomy vtour Redemption. *'Tis not upon 
the account of his eſſentizl and eternal Purity, which 
is common to all the Perſons; but. in regard of his Office 
to infuſe Holineſs into the deprav'd Soul,;and renew the 
Divine Image, that he is ſo called, Now Jcſus Chriſt 
purchaſed the Spirit by his Humiliation and Sufferings, 
and conveys Him to us in his Exaltation and Glory. 
1. He purchaſed the Spirit by his Sufferings. For 
ſince Man fell from his or/g7»a/ Innocence, he is juſtly 
Yy 2 dc- 
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Chap. 18, 
on. 4 


John 16. 5- 


Epteſ. 4 8. 


Pal. 68. 12. 


deprived of ſpecial Grace, that is neceſſary to heal 
and recover him. And till by a perfe Sacrifice Di- 
vine Juſtice was appeaſed, (that had ſhut the Treaſary 
of Heaven) and the Forfeiture taken off, he: could not 
obtain the eternal Riches. God muſt be reconciled be. 
fore He will beſtow the Holy Spirit; a Gift fo great and 
ſo precious, the earneſt of his peculiar Love and ſpecial 
Fayour to us. Therefore our Saviour tells his erg 95 
who were extremely afflicted for his departure from 
them, That #t was expedient he ſhould go away, for otherwiſe 
the Spirit would not come , whoſe Office was to convince 
and convert the World. The deparcure of Chriſt implied 
his Death and Aſcenſion, both which were requifire in 
order to the ſending of Him. If the Blood of Chriſt 
had not been ſhed on the Croſs, the Spirit had not been 

red forth from Heaven, The ſion of the one, 
was the cauſe of the effuſion of the other. The Rock 
that refreſhed the Iſ-ae/ites in the Deſert, did not pour 
torth its miraculous waters,till it was ſtruck by the Rod 
of Moſes ; to inſtruc us, That Chriſt our Spiritual Rock 
muſt be ſtruck with the Curſe of the Law, the myſtical 
Rod of Moſes,to communicate the Waters of Life to us, 
that is, the Spirit, who is repreſented in Scripture under 
that element, 

2. OurRedeemer confers the Spirit after his glorious 
Exaltation : When he aſcended on high, he led Gaptivity 
captive, and gave gifts unto men. After his triumph over 
Principalities and Powers, He diſpenc'd his Bounty in 
this rich Doxative, For the Holy Spirit was firſt given 
to Chriſt, as the reward of his excellent Obedience in 
dying that was infinitely pleaſing to God, to be com- 
municated from him to Men. And he received the Spi- 
rit in the quality of Mediator upon his entrance into 
Heaven. The Pſa/mizt declares this Prophertically : 
Thou haft aſcended on high, thou haſt led captivity yy 
F308 
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rhow haſt received gifts for Men, yea for the rebellious alſo, 
that the Lord God might dwell among them, He acquired 
2rightro thoſe Treafures by dying; but he takes poſ- 
ſl of them after his Aſcenſion. Now He is Crown- 
ed, He holds forth the Scepter of his Royalty. There- 
fore *tis ſaid that when Chriſt was upon the Earth, the 
Holy Spirit was mot given, becauſe Feſws was not Glori- 

{ If it be objected, that Believers before the Aſcen- 
fion of Chriſt were partakers of the Spirit ; the Anſwer 
is clear, 

I, It was upon Chriſt's interpoſing in the begin. 
ning as Mediator, and with reſpe&t to his future 
Death and Aſcenſton, thar the Spirit was given to 
3 Sr 

2, The degrees of communicating the Spirit before 
and after the- Afcenfton of Chriſt are very different : 


349 
Chap. 18, 
LLVNg 


whether we conftder thr gifts of” the Spirit thoſe extraor- » Cor. r. 


dinary abilities with whic the Apoſtles were endued; or 


the fraits of the Spirit,the Sanfifying Graces that are be- Gal. 5. 22. 


ſtowed on Believers, the meaſure of them far exceeds 
what-cver was conveyed before. The Spirit deſcended 
as in adew upon the Jewiſh Nation, but 'tis now pou- 
red forth in ſhowers »poz a7 fleſh. Now in the ſtile of 
Scripture things are ſaid to be, when apparently and 
etninently they difcoyer their being: So that compa- 
ratively to the Power and Virtue of the Spirit diſco- 
vered in the Churchſnce the Glortfication of Chriſt, he 
was not given before. All the former manifeſtations 


are obſcured by the exceſs and excellency of the later. . 


And not only the Decree of God which is ſufficient to 
conne& thoſe things that have no natural dependence, 
but there are ſpecial reaſons for the order of this Diſ- 
penſation : for the great end of the Spirit's coming was 
to reveal fully to the World the way of Salvation , to 
diſcover the unſearchable riches of Grace ; to aſſure 
Ie | | ; Men 


2 Cer. 3. 7- 
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Chap. 18. Men of. Happineſs after this 'life, that they might be re- 
YN duced from a ſtate of Rebellion to Obedience, and their 


affections be refined and purified from all Earthlineſs 
and made Angclical and Heavenly. Now the Principal 
demonſtrations which he uſed to perſwade Men of theſe 
things, are the Death and ReſurreRion of Chriſt, with- 
out which theſe Myſteries had been under a cloud, 
Thar the Inſtruftion. therefore of the 'Spirit might be 
clear and effeQual,it was neceſſary. Chriſt ſhould: ſuffer 
and enter into Heaven, and accompliſh thoſe things he 
was to teach, 

And from hence we may obſerve that the: SanRifying 
Grace of the Spirit is the inſeparable concomutant, of the 
Evangelical Mercy, The Goſpel and the Spirit are the 
Wings by which the Sun of Righteouſneſs brings healing 
ana life to the IVorld, The ſupernatural declaration ot 
Juſtice in the Law from Mount Szzat was not accompa- 
nied with the efficacy of Grace : Therefore 'tis called 
the miniſtration of Death, It 'conveyed no Spiritual 
ſtrength as delivered by the hands of Mbſes, conſidering 
him preciſcly in the quality of the legal Mediator, but 
threatned a Curſe to the breakers of it, All the £9: 
miſes of Mercy ſcattered in the Books of Moſes belong 
to the Covenant of Grace. 'The Goſpel is called:the 
Law of the Spirit of Life, and the Miniſtration of the Spi- 
rit ; that is, the Spirit of Holineſs and Comfort from 
whom true and Eternal Life proceeds, is folely .commu- 
nicated by it. The natural diſcovery of the Divine 
Goodneſs in the Works of Creation and Providence, is 
without the renewing power of the Spirit. There is a 
correſpondence between the external Revelation of 
Mercy, and the internal Grace of the Spirit in their O- 
riginal : as the one is ſupernatural;ſo.is the other. Not 
but that the Heathens had ſome- fainter beams of .the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs, for he inlightens every man that 
comes 
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comes into 'theWarld, 'and ſome lower operations of the 
Spirit, whereby they were reduced from Intemperance, 


Incontinency and other m=_— Vices, to the jw of 
nd of this 


ſeveral Vertues that refpe& the' Civil Life. 
we have an eminent inſtance record- 
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ed by Diogenes Laertius, That P lem Qualem illum fuiſſe ferunt, qui deli- 


, ; butus unguentis, redimitus floribus 
half-drunk,crown d with Roſes, and ſubnixvs meret1 icibus, antelucano po- 
in the dreſs of a Harlot rather than tu ebrius, & diurno Ceceorum comi- 

ratus Iuniine, Philoſophi auditorium 


of a Man, coming into the School of diſputantis ingreſſus elt, quo audito ur 


the ſevere genocrates, hearing him aiunt, Coronas ſenſim derraxerit, un- 
uenta dererſerir, ſcortis valedixerit, 


diſcourſe of Temperance, as by a Philoſophus poltea tanrus evaſcrit, ur 


Charm was ſo perfetly changed, «ft fobrieratis exemplum, quifuerar 
antea ebrietaris ludibrium. Ambroſ. de 


that caſting away the Garland from 7,. &7:,,. 
his Head, and the laſcivious Orna- 


ments that were about him, and which was more con- . 


ſiderable, his vicious Habits from his Soul ; he that en- 
tered in a Reveller came forth a Philoſopher, ſo cor- 
re&ed and compoſed in his manners, that he was called 
the Dorick tone, which of all others was the moſt ſolemn 
and majeſtical in the Muſick of thoſe times. Now this 
alteration was wrought by the force of natural Reaſon, 
which prevailed on him to renounce thoſe ſenſual and 
baſe luſts, that were inconſiſtent with the Honour and 
Peace of a Man in this preſent Life, But till he was 
exccedingly diſtant from the Purity of a true Saint, 
who partakes of the Divine Nature, and is inclined in 
all his motions to God. All the Precepts of Morality, 
to uſe the Similitude of Platarch, are like ſtrong Per- 
fumes that ſometimes revive thoſe that are in a Swooz 
by the Falling. Sickneſs, but never heal them: So they 
may recover thoſe that are debaucht from the outward 
practice of rhoſe ignoble Vices which violate Natural 
Conſcience, but they cannot re&ifie and cure the cor- 
rupt Nature, The higheſt Phz/oſophical Change was 
only from thoſe Vices which were ſcandalous in the 
view 


332 Lhe Harmony df the Divine Attribiites 
Chap. x8) view of -men:; :but--aonfifted': with: thoſe which were, 
WY YDY) though more ſubtile, yet not leſs {mfo), and diſcernible 
by the pure Eye of God. "Twas from ane kind of Sin 
Allis peccaris, tO adocket, from ſenſual to fperetual,. Satan caft out i Sa- 
alia peccata #4, orfrom higher to lowee degrees :of Sin, bur not 
vincuntur. Cx- jp" mh, 
teras Cupidita- from Sin to Holineſs. And although the ſame 
tes hujus vni5 Yorks, as to the external ſubſtance,were performed by 
Gy 2m the Heathens as by Ghriftiaus, yer they vaſtly differ in 
cupidiexeprel= their Principle and End. A Brat pertorms all this acts 
Lib. 5. & Cis, Of Sexſe that a Mandoth, bur: ris meerly from the ſenfi- 
Dei. tive Soul, that is of a lower order than that which aa 
mates a Man., So.in the Heathen twas only the hu- 
mane Spirit excited by Secular and Proivate Intereſts, 
Self-love, ſervile Fear, that performed Mora/Adtions.' 
But the Holy | Spirit (who mfuſes Grace,-thatis as it 
werea ſecond Soul, to elevate that which before quicken- 
ed the Body) is the true Principle of Chrifian Vertues. 
This ſantifying Spirit, who transforms us into the 
Divine Nature,and makes ancntire and thorow Change 
in the Heart and Converſation, they did not receive in 
the way of Nature. Of this we have a convincing proof - 
in the Example of the beſt Maſters of Morality, who by 
their Diſcourſes or Writings rais'd 
hy 8x £1 Zungirnc mmm; ne Hinmy, jt; to the point of irs perfection, So- 
ds pee 09d, $impli.in Crates the Father of Philoſe y, £0 
—_—— whom this honvur is aſcribe among 
= data accutening virians, the Gy ectans, that he firſt made Wil- 
bony aan lnfocmans Fo: dom: deſcend trom Heaven to Earth, 
4 An.Crilian Ctemtam St ecaule he left the ſtudy of Aſfrune 
cmplum,Lenro eſt Philoſophus. Tertwl. My, in which the P hiloſophers betore 
Ig * Vid. Xenophon. Memers). him were moſt converſant, and appli- 
ed himſelf to that which was uſetul 
for the Government of Life, 'and Reformation of Man- 
ners : He that is propounded by the Gentiles as-an un- 
parallel'd Patern,as one that diſcovered to what degree 


of 
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of excellency Vertue might raiſe the humane Spirit, yet FFT ve 1 
was guilty of great im»morality and impiety, Thoſewho ENT 
pretend to have known the retirements of his Life, ac- V4 7%, 
cuſed him of impure commerce with A/cibiades, He Cur. 1.14.15. 
betrayed the Chaſtity of his Wife, by giving her to his ©/#- conv. 
Friend, Plato and Nemophon his admirers declare his 
compliance with the common Idolatry, which is juſtly 
aggravated by St. Auſtin, being againſt the convictions 
oi Conſcience, For although in private Diſcourſe 
with his Friends he acknowledged but oe God, and 
conlidered the Sux and Moor only as the works and in- 
ſtruments of the Divine Power, and in the rank of other 
Creatures ; yet in his Apology before his Judges to pre- 
vent the fatal Sentence, he , the ed his enemies to be 

uilty of impudent falſehood, who accuſed him that he 
Jid not believe the Gods, fince he believed, as all other 
men, that the Su» and Mvoz were Gods, And during 
the time of his impriſonment, he never addreſſed one 
Prayer to God for the pardon of his Sins ; forhe had ſo \,, ;.,v;.. 

igh an opinion of his own Vertues, that he was inſen- «zz wb wa 
fible of his Vices. Anddying, he commanded a Cock ITN 
to be offered to Eſeulepine that is, to the Devil, un- #2«ulw, 5n 
der the diſguiſe of that famous Phyſician, To Socrates © 19 itn 
I ſhall add Szzecs : Never any, excepting the Sacred Xenoph. lib. 4. 
Writers, and thoſe who are inſtructed by them, hath Men: 
writ more excellently. He deſcribes Vertue as if the 
living Original were in his Breaſt ; but how dull a Co- 
py was drawn in his Lite! There is as great a difference 7417 = i= 
between the expreſſion of it by his Pen and by his Ai- waiye ws, 
ons, as between the lively Pidture of a Face by a rare 7% 
Pencil, and the rude Draught of it with a Coal, What in Ys. 36. 
a villainous part did he a in exciting Nero to-murder 
his Mother ; and atter in writing an Apology for it, em- 
ploying the colours of his Rhetorick to cover one of the 
touleſt blots which hath appeared in the ſucceſſion of 

Lz all 
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Chao, 18. all Ages * His _ was not a powerful A» tidete 
agen pes againſt the Contagion of the Court, What juſt excuſe 
2s 74:1. can there be of his Cruelty to his Wite, in cutting her 
as, Veins, that ſhe might die with him ; from a vain-glori- 
Pun.meſt in OPS delire to eternize their Reputation ? And whereas a- 
qro na-igatis, mong the whole Chorus of Vertues, hein @ ſpecial man- 
_ bellativs ner exalts Magnanimity in the contempt of earthly 
&f-onitis, ſar- things,and determines that the neceſſities of Nature are 
OR the juſt meaſures of Riches and Delights, and all other 
rum poſſeſio- things which the irregular Appetites of men purſue ; fo 
nem avimis that one would think him an Angelin fleſh, converſing 
zec.Lib, 1.nar. below to inſtruct the world how to be happy : yet the 
queſt. Hiſtoriansof thoſe times tax him for inſatiable Avarice, 
that in a little time by unworthy arts 'heraked up an in- 
credible Sum of Money. Suppoſing it a Calumny that 
heforged many Wills to ſeize apon theeftates belong- 
ing to others, what excuſe can there he tor his excef- 
ſive. Uſury, his forcing the Brr/tains to borrow a Million 
of Sefterces,” and'calling for it in,fo much' to their preju- 

: dice,as way likely to-have caufed their Rebellion? What 
for his. ſumptuous Palaces,and Gardens of Pleafure;ex- 

. ceeding the Luxury: of Aero'r And all theſe poſſeſt by 
4 man whohad'no Son to inherit, a Philoſopher; a Szo- 

' ick,the great commender of bleſſed- Poverty” All the 
Hpberhe makes, is, ttat a Wiſe man that is himfelf, 
Non amat Divitias ſed mavult, non in animum illas ſed in 
domum inducit, non reſpicit poſſeſſas ſed continet. Agree- 
ing with Arif/ppas a Philolophizing Animal, who being 
reproved for his inta Og Een in bruitiſh love with a fa- 
mous Harlot, replyed ; * I poſſeſs her, mot ſhe me, The 
only difference is in the matter of their Aﬀettions, the 
one was Riches, the other Pleaſure, By theſe inſtances, 
we may judg: of the reſt ofthe Ph//oſophers : Although 
a Vein 'of Gold, appear in” their Writings, yet their 
Lives were full of Droſs, The beſt of them are charged 
ro 


Diog. Laer, 
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to have practiſed vice, with thoſe, to whom they com- TF55773 
mended the Precepts of Vertue. The fouleſt Ations TA 


were approved by ſome, and the moſt 


excellent condemned by others that Vid. Philonis judiciom Ce Plitenics 
, , - TT ,; Y 45 ! . ;+ , 1? o - 
pretended to Philoſophical Perfection. conyv1v1o, in Lib. Ce vita. Ceonicnir, 


. Quanquam iflomm ſe ingenia amuc 
Unnatural Luſt was allowed as .in- dicebaut ea fere potiffim::m amavanc 


different by Zeno and Chryſippus: And * ware yr mpg 


Qu's et cum 


: + dep _ iſte amor amicitix > cur ..cq"c de. x. 
the nobleſt Love in gIVINg Lite it.ſclt mem Adoleſcenrem quiſyq up LCC 


tor the Glory of Godin Martyrdom, formoſur ſcnem 2 Cacer, 


- : Vencrem nefandam & quoſ\is In- 
1s cenſured by Epictetus and Antont- ceſtus efle adiaphoro d'cebantnon folum 


345, -45 the effect of fooliſh and incu- Epicuieiy fed fereri illi Stoici, quod 
Sextis Empiticas nos doccr ex Lenone. 


rable Melaxcholy in Chriſtians, 'who & czry/ppo, 
were diſguſted with the. World -and 
devoted themſelves to Death. . The. Spirit of Holineſs 
who formes the powertul and laſting habzrs of true Ver- 
tue in the Soul, that effectually enclines from the Love 
of God, and with .an intention tor his Glory, to obey 
his Will ; as.it was. purchaſed by Jeſus'Chrift, - ſo it is 
peculiar to the Diſpenſation of the .Goſpel that reyeals 
Him. The Do@rine of it is not delivered with ſo much 
Pomp, but with infinite more efficacy than the moſt e- 
loquent Inſtructions of Philoſophers. One plain Sermor 
thax repreſents Chriſt as Crucified before our eyes to 
obtain Pardon of Sin for us, inflames the Soul with a 
more ardent Love co God and yehement hatred of Sin, 
than all their e/egaxt and ſublime Diſcourſes, There 
is the ſame difference between their Morals and the E- 
vangelical Inſtitution,as between 4ppo Nurſes : The one 
is adorned, and looks lovely to the eye, but wants 
Milk to nouriſh che Infant in her Arms , the other is 
not ſoamiable in appearance, but hath. a living ſpring 
of Milk to nouriſhher Child, Philoſophy. hath the, ad- 
vantage of artificial beauty, but cannot ſupply the nou- 
riſhment that is neceſſary to maintain the ſpr#itual Lite, 
But the Goſpel affords the ſincere rational milk to the 
TT i Soul, 
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Soul, that it may.grow thereby, *Tis therefore called the 
Word of Life, a title that diſtinguiſhes it from the Law, 
and all hwnane Inſtitutions. 

4. Jeſus Chriſt hath preſented the ſtrongeſt induce. 
ments and motives to perſwade as to Holineſs. The 
way which he takes to ſave us, 1s not by a meer a@ of 
Power to raiſe us above our ſelves; buthe deals with us 
conveniently to our frame, in making uſe of our Af- 
fetions to bring us to himſelf. And whereas there arc 
three Aﬀetions that have a mighty power over the rea- 
ſonable Nature, and are the inward ſprings of humane 
aions,. viz, Fear, Hope, and-Love ; He hath pro- 
pounded ſuch Objects to them which being duely conſi- 
dered;areinfinitcly more efficacious than any thing that 
may divert us from our duty. The great temptations 
to Sinare from the terrors or delights of Senſe,and to o- 


* vercome theſe, he hath brought-to- our aſſiſtance the 


Mar. 9. 44- 


Powers of the World to come-:- that is, hath revealed the 
dreadful preparations for the Puniſhment of the Wick- 
ed, and the Glorious Rewards that attendthe Godly in 
their future State, - 

Now to diſcover the efficacy of thoſe Objects for the 
perſwading Men to be Holy, I will conſider, 1. Their 
Greatneſs, as 'tis-deſcribed in the Goſpel, 2, Their 
Truth and Reality, of which our Saviour hath given us 
convincing evidence and-aſſurance. 

I, To excite our Fear, he threatens Torments extreme 
and eternal, Theſe are ſet forth by ſuch repreſentati- 
ons,as may impreſs the quickeſt ſenſe of themuponMen. 
For the Imagination __ on ſenlibk experience,and 
is ſtrongly affected with thoſe things that are terrible to 
our outward faculties. Now Hell is deſcribed by a Worm 
gnawing the moſt tender parts, that are moſt capable of 
pain ; to ſignify the furious refletions of the guily 
Soul, the ſting of the inraged Conſcience, the —_—— 
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ned, And 'tis ſet forth by Fire and Brimſtone, that is 
moſt fierce to ſenſe, rhe ſerious conſideration of which 
is enough to cauſe terror & amazement in all thatare li- 
able toit, And if the ſole apprehenſion be intolerable, 
how much more will the dwell:ng with devouring Fire, 
and everlaſting burning * *Tis called the blackneſs of 
darkneſs, to hgnifhie the compleat horror of that ſtate, 
Fhe Fire hath only force to burn, not to give any light 
to mitigate the obſcurity, *Tis called the ſecond Death, 
in compariſon of which that of the body is but the ſha- 
dow of Death. Nothing of Life remains bur the ſenſe 
of Miſery, and that will E as ſtrong for ever as at the 
firſt entrance into it, This infinitely increaſes the Tor- 
ment, that it ſhall never end. The ſuffering Soul knows 
it ſhall be Eternal, and as ſuch it is felt and afflits. The 
Fire that devours fhall never ſay 'tis enough, that ſad 
Night ſhall never havea Morning, that horrible Tempeft 
neverany Calm; TheDarmned have no breathing of 
Reſt in their extreme pains, no ſhadow of Hope to re- 
freſh them in their intolerable heat but are under torment 
day and night, for. ever and ever. Now what can be 
more powerful to reſtrain Men from fin than the terrours 
of the Lord ? If the deſires of carnal and momentany 
pleaſures are impetuous and urgent, what can be more 
effectual to give check tothem, than the conſideration 
that they are attended with a painful Eternity, . that 
within a little while nothing will remain of the moſt 
pleaſant luſts but the Worm and the Fire: Thus one ex- 
treme is cured by another. Or,if the fear of Men who 
can inflict but outward evils, and Death on the Body, at 
any time reſiſts the pertormance of our Duty, what is 
more proper to leſſen the impreſſion; than to remember 
how dreadful a thing it is to fall into the revenging 
hands of the living God, who lives forever, and _—_ 
nl 
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niſh forever 2 Thus our Saviour fortified his Diſciples 
againſt Perſecution : I ſay unto you, my Friends, Be nt 
afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have no 
more that they cau do ; but Iwill forewarn you whom you 
ſhall fear : fear him which after he hath killed hath power 
to caſt into Hell ; yea I ſay unto you, fear him. Eternal 
Damnation is infinitely more fearful than Temporal 
Death. As the Rod of Moſes devoured the Rods of the 
Magicians ; ſo the fear of Hell overcomes the fear of 
Death,and all the Tormeats which end with this Lite, 

I ſhall add further, to ſhew how fit an Argument this 
is to work on mankind ; That uſually the Fear of evil 
more deeply affe&ts than the Hope of good, When 
the Imagination is violently ſtruck with an objec, it 
hath a mighty force to turnithe Mind and Will it ſelf, 
Therefore Laws are ſecured by Puniſhments, not by 
Rewards. Indecd the fear of Hell at firſt diſpoſes us 
for the love of Heaven : to eſcape the one we fly to the 


other, As the virtue of-the Loadſtone is increaſt by ar- 


ming it with Iron, which although it hath no attractive 
power in it {elf , yet by conjunRion it makes the 0- 
ther's more forcible : So the promiſe of Heaven.makes:a 
ſtronger imprefſion upon us by, the threatning of Hell to 
all that deſpiſe it, Were it mot for the Torments of 
Hell {which are more eaſily conceived by us whileſt we 
are cloathed with fleſh, than Celeſtial Joys, and there- 
tore more ſtrongly affect us)Heaven would be negle&ed, 
and beas empty of Saints as 'tis full of Glory, To. a- 
waken us out of the deep Lethargy of ſenſual Luſts,the 
moſt pleaſant Mulick is ineffetual,nothing leſs is requi- 
lite than cutting and ſcarifying. | 

And not only thoſe thatbegin, and firſt enter in the 


ways of Godlineſs, but thoſe who are advanc'd in Chri. 


ſtianity have need of this Bridle. _ For there are ſome 
temptations whercin the Fleſh aſſaults the Spiric with 
| 0 that 
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thatviolence, that Love itſelf is obliged to call in Fear C 
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to its aſſiſtance, as being more proper to repreſs its in- vw 


ordinate motions, *Tis only in Heaven that perfect 
Lowe will conſume all concupiſcence, and caſt out fear 
of Judgment: but whilſt we are encompaſt with tempta- 
tions,we muſt not think under the pretext of a more rai- 
ſed Spirituality, that the fear of Hell is cither unbe- 
coming or unneceſſary. *Tis not unworthy a Child of 
God to employ all the Motives of the Goſpel. We are 
commanded to work out our own Salvation with fear and 
trembling. 

But the opening of Hell to our view is not ſufficient 
alone to'make us Holy. For the ſtrongeſt terrors al- 
though they reſtrain fromthe outwardforbidden a&,yet 
do not change the Heart, According to that of St, 
Auſtin, Inaniter ſe viitorem putat eſſe peccati qui pene 
timore non peccat ; quia etfi non impletur firis ne- 
gotinm male cupiditatis, ipſa tamen cupiditas intus eft 
hofis ,. That is, the fear of Puniſhment can never make 
us truly victorious over fih, becauſe although. we do 


not aually accompliſh the deſires of the corrupt Will, . 


yet the corrupt Will is ſtill an enemy that lives within, 
and js only deſttoyed by the love of Holineſs, whichal- 
lures us by the excellent Reward that is promiſed to it, 
Beſides, Fear is a violent Paſſion to which Natureis re- 
pugnant, ſo that although its power is great, yet not 
conſtant; How ſtrong ſoever the force is by which a ſtone 
is thrown upwards, yet the impreſſion is weakned by de- 

rees, and overcome by the natural weight of the Stone 
whereby it falls to the Center. So the Humane Nature 
refiſts Fear, and leſſens its impetuouſneſs ſo far, that 
frequently it returns to ſenſual Luſts, Therefore that 
the Law of the Spirit may be perte& and ſtable, it muſt 
be confirmed by the hopes of Heaven. As the Natural, 
ſo the Spiritual Life muſt be nouriſht by grateful food, 


*tis 
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Chap, 18, tis not preſerved with Aloesor Wormwood, For this 
Www reaſon our Saviour, 


2. To encourage and raiſe our Hopes, offers to us a 
Reward infinitely valuable: for as God is Infinite, ſuch 
is the Happineſs he beſtows on his fayourits, *Tis de- 
ſcribed to us inScripture under the moſt enamouring re- 
preſentations ; as a ſtate of Peace and Love,of Joy and 
Glory. 

T le Prince of Peace reigns in the Holy Feruſalemthat is 
above, and preſerves an everlaſting ſerenity and calm- 
neſs, The mutinous Spirits that rebelled were preſent- 
ly chaſed from thence, into this lower Region where 
they brought trouble and diſorder, He maketh Peace in 
his high Places, The Peace of Heavens like the Chry- 
al Sea before the Throne of the Lamb,which no unquiet 
agitation ever troubles or diſturbs, 

An inviolable Love unites all his Subje&s,no diviſion 
or jealouſie difcompoſes their Concord, They enjoy 
without envy : for infinite Bleſſedneſs is not diminiſhed 
by the number of poſſeſſours. The Inheritance in light is 
communicated to all, - Although the Angels are diſtin- 
ouiſhed by their ſeveral Orders and Miniſtrations, as Se- 
raphims and Gherubims, Thrones and Powers, yet a Chain 
of Holy Love binds all their affe&tions together, And 
though the Saints ſhine with different degrees of Glory, 
yetas ina Chorws of Muſick the different voices make one 
intire harmony : So Love thatever continues, unites 
their wills in a delightful harmonious Agreement, The 
millions of Celeſtial inhabitants compoſe but one So- 
ciety, Love mixing in one maſs of Light and Glory, all 
their underſtandings and wills. 

And {ſince all true Joy and Sweetneſs ſprings from 
Love,'tis impoſſible but they muſt feel unſpeakable com- 
placency, in the reciprocal exerciſe of ſo Holy and 
Pure an AﬀeRion. But principally, their Joy ariſes 
| ; from 
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from-the poſſeſſion of God ' himſelf, by the cleareſt Chap. 18, 
Knowledg and pureſt Love ofhis Excellenties. Th:y ſee xo 
hith as he w.'Sight is the moſt Spiritual and noble Senſe, * 19+ 3-2. 


that gives the moſt diſtin@tand- evident diſcovery of its 
objects. The Soul in its! exalted ſtate, ſees the King i 
his Beanty, all the perteRions of that infinitely Glorious 
and Bleſſed Nature in their brightneſs and purity. 
And this Sight cauſes the moſt ardent Love, by which 
there is-anintimate and vital union between the Soul and 
its-Happineſs; and from hence ſprings perfe delight : 
In thy. preſence is fulneſs of Foy. It expels all evil that 
would imbitter and leſſen our felicity, And this is an 
admirable priviledg for the Humane Nature, tht 


is ſo ſenſible of trouble. . All complaints and cries, all Rev. 21. 4- 


hings and ſorrows are for ever baniſht from Heaven, 
If the Light of the Sun be ſo pleaſant, that every morn- 
ing revives the world, and renders it new to us which 
was buried in the darkneſs of the night , how infinitely 
pleaſant will the Light of Glory be, that diſcovers the 
abſolute and univerſal Excellencies of the Deity; 
the beauty of his Holineſs,the perfeion of his Wiſdom, 
the greatneſs of his Power,and the riches of his Mercy? 
Howinexprefſibly great is the Happineſs that proceeds 
from'the illumination of a: purified -Soul, when ſuch is 
the armiableneſs of God, that his infinite and eternal 
Felicity ariſes-from the fruition of himſelf: The Joy 
of Heaven is-ſo full and ſatisfying, that « thyuſand years 
there. are but as one day; Inferiour.catthly goods preſeat- 
ly lofe the flower of novelty, and languiſh in our enjoy- 
ment of them : Variety is neceſſary to put an edge upon 
our appetites, and quicken our delights ; becauſe they 
are imperfect; and fall ſhort of qur expeRation. Bur the 
objetFof aus Bleſſednels is infinitely great; and prody- 
ces the ſame pure and perte& Joy tor ever, After the 
| | Aaa longelt 
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eſt fruition it never cloys or ſatiates, but is as freſh 


18, lon 
__ and new as the firſt moment; 


And that which is the peculiar Pleaſure of the Re. 
deemed is, that they ſhall be with Chrith, and ſee his Glory, 
What a marvelous joy will fill our hearts, to ſee our 
Bleſſed Saviour who ſuffer'd ſomuch for us on Earth, 
to reign.in Heaven * Here He was in his enemies hands, 
there he hath them under his feet. Here He was in the 
form of a Servant, there He appears in the form of God, 
adorn'd with all the marks of Majeſty,, Here He was 
under the cloud of his yo raya He ap- 

ars as the Brightneſs of his . Here Hewyas j 
Canadelely Cracified, there He is crown'd with iS 
mortal Honour. Now —_— the ardentAﬀeci- 
ons which the Saints have to their Redeemer, the con- 
templation of him in this glorious ſtate mult infinitely 
raviſh their hearts: eſpecially, i we conſider that the 
exaltation of Chriſt is their's, The members triumph 
when the Head is.crown'd : His excellent Glory re- 
flects a luſtre upon them, and by the ſighe of it they 
are chang'd.into his Likeneſs. If che imperfe@ and dim 
fight of his Divine Vertues in the Goſpel, hath a Pow- 
er to changeBelievers into his Inge from Glory to Glory, 
how much more the Vifion of his unveiled Face 2 Our 
Graces here are but as the rude draught and firſt co- 
lours of the Divine Image, that ſhall then bein its per- 
fetion, We know that when he appears-we ſball be like 
him, for we ſball fee him as he 3s, The ſimilitude berween 
the Saints above andChriſt is ſo exaR., that if one ſhould 

enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, and were not direQ- 
ed by the Lightof that place, he would be apt to think 
every glorified Saint he meets to be more than a-crea- 
ture. St. Fyhn the beloved:of Chriſt, and as clear-ſight- 
ed-as any of the Apoſtles, miſtook an Angel for God ; 


and would have adored him, .although he did not ap- 


pear 
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pear in his full glory. The Kingdoms of the world with GFgF3,757 
all their ſplendour, are no more in compare to it than a CS 
dead ſpark to the Sun in its brightneſs, The very Bo- 
dies of the Saints ſhall be Taiſed from the Grave, and 
beautified with eternal Ornaments: They ſhall be Cont- 
panions with the Angels, and conformed to the glori- 
ous Body of Chriſt. Briefly, In the Preſent ſtate we are 
not capable to receive the full — of Heaven -: 
What we underſtand is infinitely defirable,but themoſt 
_ part is ſtill undiſcovered, The ApoFle tells us, 

ye hath not ſeen, nor Exy heardneither hath it enter d i Cox. +. g. 
into the heart of man to conceive what God hath prepared for 
thoſe that love him. All that is beautiful or ſweet here 
is but a ſhadow of that Glory, a drop of that vaſt Ocean 
of delights, For all that is deſirable in the Creatures 
and is diſperſt among them, is united in God as the O- 
riginal in an infinite and indeficient manner, with all 
the Perogatives that the Creatures have not, CeleFial 
Bleſſedneſs as much exceeds our moſt raiſed thoughts, 
as God is moze glorious in himſelf than in any repre- 
ſentations make of him by the ſhadows of ourearthly 
Imaginations. There is a greater diſproportion be- 
tween the condition of a Saint on Earth and in Heaven, 
than between the Life of an Infant in the Womb,and of 
the ſame petſon when advanc'd to the Throne and at- 
tended with the Nobility of a Nation. St. Fohs de- ; jch. ;. :. 
clares, Now we are the Sons of God, but it doth not appear 
what we ſhall be, Who knows the full ſignification of 
being heirs of God and joint-heirs with Chrift,ot partaking 
in that glotious Reward which is given to him for his 

reat Srvices to the Crown of Heaven ? Who can tell 

e weight,the number and meaſure of that Bleſſedneſs? 
To him that overcomes, ſaith our Redeemer, will [grantto,  .,_ 
fit with me in my Throne, even as I alſo overcame, and am 
ſet down with my Father in his Throne, We have rea- 
Aaa 2 ſon 


Pſal. 16.11, 
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Chap. 18. ſon to break forth in the Language of the'Pſulmift, How * 

WW great is thy goodneſs which thou haſt laid. up for thoſe that 

. ' fear thee © and ſupply the defects of our underſtanding 


with 2 Holy Admiration, that' is the, only meaſure of 
thoſe things that are above our meaſure. 

Beſides, the Reward as in excellency 'tis Divine,ſo 
in duration 'tis perpetual: Heaven is an inheritance as 
ſafe as great. Here we are ſubject to time, that carries us 
and all our goods. down its ſwift ſtream z but there E- 
ternity,that is fixtand unchangeable,embraces us in its 
boſome, We ſhall beſecureand at Reſt, for no Perſon 


Rev. 22. $. ſpall take away our Crown;we [ball reign for ever and ever. 


At God's right hand are pleaſures for evermore, that can 
never abate or end. . As his Liberal Hand beſtows, ſo his 
Powerful preſerves our Happineſs. The Bleſfed ſhall 
ſing Everlaſting Hymns of Glory, and Songs of thankſ- 
giving to the Great Creatour, 'Redeemer, and Santifi. 
er, who hath prepared and. purchaſed, that Felicity: for 
ws and: hath brought them to. the ſecure pofleflion 

of it. | | 
Now can there be a more powerful motive to. O- 
bedience than Infinite and - Eternal Blefſedneſs ? 
what can. pretend to our Aﬀections in . competition 
with. it2 Carnal pleaſures only. : gratifie, our: wiler 
part the Body, in its vileſt ſtate ; but the Joys of Hea- 
ven are Spiritual and Sublime, and- proportioned to 
our. nobleſt -and. moſt capacious- Faculties, Earthly 
delights cannot ſatisfie our ſenſes, but tbe Peace of God 
paſſes underſtanding.” One hours enjoyment of itis bet- 
ter than auEternity ſpent. in the pleaſures of fin. What 
inexcuſable madneſs -is it to prefer painted trifles be- 
fore that ineſtimable Treaſure ? . Who can truly. believe 
there is ſuch an excellent Glory,but he muſt love it. and 
vigorouſly endeavour to obtain it * Who would. not 
go to the Celeſtial Canaan though the way lies through 
4 a 
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2 Wilderneſs, where no Flower or Fruit grows? All Chap. 18, 
temporal evils are not only to be endured, but chearful. Cv. 
ly embraced in order to the poſſeſſing of it, The Apo- 
ſtle tells us, 1 reckom 4hat the ſufferings of the preſent time, Ron. 8. 
are not comparable. with the Glory that ſhall be revealed in 
#. And he was the molt fit perſon . to make the com- 
pariſon, having-made tryal ot both States, - For he was 
a Man of Sorrows,that had paſt through affiictions of all 
kinds, and he was xaviſht upto Paradiſe, where he heard 
thoſe: things, that exceed all. expreſſions of Humane 
Wards. - Now after a ſerious eſtimate, he declares, that 
the Eternal weight of Glory, infinitely out-ballances the » Cor. 4 17. 


light and . momentany troubles of this Life,'\ Thus from 
- wx been ſaid cqncerning the —_ of the ;re; 
compences hereafter, wemay fpderitapd haw powerful 
they are to deter Memfrom Sin, and to allure them to 
Holineſs. | | 

2+ ; That, theſe objeRs may. be effeQual, our Saviour 
hath clearly revealed themz. and given.us convincing e- 
vidence and affurance of their reality.. The A 
had only fome glimmerings, and ſuſpicions-of- a future 
ſtate : ; They were under hey concerning; the Nature 
of the Soul, whether mortal. or incorruptible,wavering 
between the aſſent and denial ;, and inclining to this or 
that part, as Senſe perſwaded themto believe themſelves 
only as Bruits, or Reaſon to .acknowledg themſelves 
Men, Sogrates before his Judges ſpeaks as one that de- Vid. Apolog.% 
fired Immortality ,.. and in; his laſt..Diſcousſes 'to.his 19% 7ire- 


Friends he endeavours to perſwade them, but could not Er concum & 
_ St yg10 tanas 41 


conquer his own doubts. nor aflure, himſelf, i” All his a 
diſcourſes end in Conjecures and uncertain guelles,.-Be- ; ng, gage 
fides, the Hell which they: fancied, was: made , up. of {13nvre vadum 
ſuch ridiculous and ſenſelets terrorg,that could only.aF, bi, Nec 5, 1 


# 


fet Children' who were not; arrived. to the perfec.uſe <4", nil 


of Reaſon, And their apprehenſions of Happineſs in us dey & 
Fed the 


« 
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* the next Life wereſo extravagant, that what the Philo- 


Chagets. 


Rom. 1. 18. 
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ſopher ſaid in general of Hope, that 'tis the Dream of 
waking Men, is more juſtly applicable to the Hope of - 
the Heathens, in reſpe& of the futnte reward. For as 
the illufions of a Dream have many times a real Subject, 


' but environed with ſo maty fantaſtick Imaginations as 


ſpoils all the proportions ofit ; ſo their Opinion had a 
oundation in Truth, but was mixt with many Etrours 
inconſiſtent with perfe& Felicity, - And as the pleaſure 
of a Dream is ſlight and vaniſhing, fo the uncertain xex- 
pecation of Felicity did but lightly touch their Spirits, 
Briefly, they had no true Knowledg,” nor firm Belief of 
Eternal Bleſſedneſs in the Vifion of God, nor-of the 
endleſs Torments in Hell ;'- and wanting choſe 
Principles from whence the Rules and Power to live in 4 
holy manner are derived, they fell ſhort of that Purity 
which is a neceſſary qualification to e Men for 
Heaven. They were in a cotifuſed labyrinth, wichour 


true Light or Guidezin d with miſcrable Errours, 
and ſtumbled every ſtep whilſt they ſought after Happi- 
neſs : But the Lord Ape t bath inſtructed the World 


concerning thoſe inviſible future Recotpences. He hath 
expreſly threatned what-ever is to be feared by Man as 
a rational or ſenſible Creature,the Worm rhat never dies, 
and the Fire that ſhall never be quencht, in caſe of Diſo- 
bedience ; and he -—- mig what-ever is to be ho- 
ped for, in caſe of Obedience. The wrath of God it ye- 
vealed from Heaven, in the Goſpel,aguinft all angollineſt, 
hreowſneſs of Men. And our Saviour hath 
eht and Immortality to light. He hath dedla- 
red the nature and quality of Eternal Life : That it con- 
fiſts in the moſt perfe& adts of ofir raiſed and moſt recep- 
tive Faculties, npog the moſt excellent obje&s ; That 
it contains. perfect Holineſs and pure Felicity, bei 

for ever diſtant from the infirmities and defilements 


Our 
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our awrre? ſtate, He hath revealed as the quality,ſo the Chap. 18. 


extent of it, relating tothe Body as well as the Soul. 
Whereas the Philoſophers of ſeveral Sets, the Acade- 
necks,  Stoicks, Bpicureans, labouring with all the force 
oftherr unde , formed a Felicity according to 
their Faneies, which was either wholly Sexſua/, or elſe 
bat for; half of man: For of the ReſurreQion;and conſe- 
quently the Immortality of the Body, not the leaſt no- 
tice fax many ever arrived to z our Saviour 
who alone had zhe wards of eternal life, hath promiſed a 
Happineſs that reſpeds entire man : The Soul and the 
Bod: which are his efſen;/o/ parts ſhall be united and en- 
dued with all\the glorious qualiptes becoming the Sons 
of God. And of all this he hath givento the world the 
higheſt aſſurance : For he verified his Doctrine by his 
own Example ; rifing from the Grave, and 2 
to his" Apoftles crown'd with Immortality, and vilbly af 
cenditg before them to Heaven. Since there is no grea- 
ter Paradox to Reaſon than the ReſurreQion, which 
feemed utterly incredible to men, and not to be the ob- 
je of a rationa/defite ; God by railing him from the 
Grave, hath given the moſt convincing Argument that 
our Redeemer was ſent from him, to acquaint the 
World with the farwre ſtate, Thus the Apolth ſpeaks 


to the Athenians, The times of ignorance God winked at, 13. 15. 6, 


but new commanaeth all men every-where to repent, becauſe 
he bath __—_ 4 day, wherein he will judg the World in 
5 
[1 


righteouſneſs by that Man whons he hath orda: ned, whereof he 
hath grven aſſurance unto all Men, in that he hath raiſed 


hims-from the dead. Jeſus Chriſt who was atteſted from 
Heaven to be the Son of God by that great and power- 
ful AQ, declared the Recompences that ſhall attend 
Men after Death ;  rherefore a full and perfec aſſent is 
due to his Teſtimony, Hell with all ics Dread and 
Terroryis ner aPiture drawa by fancy to _ = 
orld. 


Tit, 2+ 14: 


miſed by bim, who as heidied to 
witneſs the Truth of them. - bring 
Things, that are ſeparate and diſtant-from. this! preſent 
ſtate, nearer tows z:He ſometimes canfes Helly riſe up 
from beneath agd:fajhis the tacc of ſeeyrh finnors, "that 
they may break off theis.dinsby Repentavte c and ſomes 
times he opens Heaven fronrabove;ehe:Paxadiſe of true 
delights, and ſends down \f. t94\ precious. fruits of the 
Sun, of the preeiaus bathe we Hlls;that by the 
light of their Beautyi-png the raſe'vt their ſweetneſs, 
we may for ever abhor the pleaſures of:Sin. ; 1By:the fre- 
quent and ſenſible experience of the truth of the Goſpel 
in its Threatnings and Pronufes,. inyumerab{e perſons 
have been jconverted: from Sin-to Holinefs,: from. Earth 
to Heaven,; from Vanity. to Eternity. | «vl nty 
3. Love isa prevalent affection,ſtronger than Death ; 
and Kindneſs is the greateſt endearment'of Love. Now 
the Loxd Jcſus expreſt ſuch admirable Loye to us,-.that 
being duly x fa it cannot but inſpire. us-with Love. 
to him againz. and; with a eotelal-deter to: pleaſe ' him 
in all things, 'Hedeſcended from Heaven. to Earth, and 
delivered himſelf to a ſhameful..Death, hat. he:wight 
redeem us from all Iniquity, and purgfie uftto leimfelf x pecnr! 
liar people-2ealons of good works, Atnd what, A t 
is more powerful' to-cauſe in us a ſerious hatred. of Sin, 
than the Conſideration of what Chriſt hath ſuffered to 
free us from the puniſhment and power of it? If a Man 
for his Crimes were condemnegyto the {GaNyes, . and 'a 
Friend of his whq had been extremely. injur'd by chini, 
thould ranſom him by a great ſum z; when: the guily:per- 
ſon is reſtored to liberty, will he not bluſh for ſhame at 
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the memory of what he hath done 2 But how much more 
if his Friend would ſuffer for him the pains and infamy 
of his {lavery?1t any ſpark of Humanity remain in him, 
can he ever delight himſelf in thoſe Attions, which made 


359 


Cha p. 18. 
> 


ſuch a benefit neceſſary to him 2 Now we were not re- 1 Per. 1.18.19, 


deemed with Gorruptible things,as Silver and Gold, from 
our vain Converſation, (the moſt ſordid and deplorable 
Caprivity )but with the precious Blood of Chriſt,as a Lamb 
without blemiſh and without ſpot. And is it poſſible tor a 
Chriſtian to live in thoſe Sins for which Chriſt dicd 7 
Will not Love cauſe an humble fear, leſt he ſhould 
fruſtrate the great Deſign, and make void the moſt bleſ- 


ſed effect of his terrible Sufferings? why did he redeem 1. ,, 


us with ſo excellent a price from our cruel Bondage, 
but to reſtore us to his free Service ? why did he vindi- 
cate us from the power of the Uſurper to whom we were 
captives, but to make us Subjets to our Natural 
Prince £ Why did he purifie us with his moſt precious 
Blood from our deadly Defilements, 


but that we might be intirely conle- Ergo tedignum gere tali pretio, ne 


1 eniat Chrittus qu1 te munG2! its 


quite 


crated to his Glory, and be fervent ;cemir, & & re in peccoto invcnerit, 
in good works ? W hat can work up- dicat tibiz que utilitas in ſangvine mco? 


quid protect tibi dum deſcenui in cor- 


on an ingenious Perſon MOUTE than ruptionem 2 Amb, de Virginir, þ+ 3: 


ſenſe of Kindneſs 2 What can oblige 
more ſtrongly to duty than Gratitude « What more 
powerful attractive to Obedience than Love ? This 
pure Love confirms the Glorified Saints for ever in Ho- 
lineſs. For they are not Holy to obtain Heaven be- 
cauſe they are poſleſt of it, nor to preſerve their Bleſ- 
ſedneſs becauſe they are paſt all hazard of loſing it ; but 
from the moſt lively and permanent ſenſe of their Obli- 
gations, becauſe they hgve obtained that incomparable 
Felicity by a Gift never tobe reverſt, and by a Mercy 
tranſcendently great, And the ſame Love to God that 
is in the Saints above in the _ degree ot perfection, 
b and 
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Chap. 19,49d makes them for ever to Glorifie him, will proporti- 


onably to our tate in this life cauſe us to obſerve his 
Commands with delight and conſtancy, A true Chri- 
ſtian is moved by Fear, more by Hope, moſt by Love, 


CHAP. XIX. 


Pradtical Iuferences.The Compleatneſs of our Recovery by 


Feſus Chrittk, He frees us from the Power as well as 
Guilt of Sin. Sinis the Diſeaſe and Wound of the Soul : 
the meer Pardon of it cannot make us happy. Santife- 
cation equals if not excels Fuſtification. It qualifies us 
for the enjoyment of God, Saving Grace doth wot encou- 
rage the Pradtice of ſin, The Promiſes of Pardon and 
Heaven are conditional, To abuſe the Mercy of the Goſ 
pel, is diſhonourable to. God, and pernicious to Mang 
The excellency of the Chriſtian Religion diſcovered from 
its deſign and effect, The deſign ts to purge Menfrom Sin, 
and conform them to God's Bulineſ; according to their ca- 
pacity. This gives it the mo#t viſible preeminence above 
other Religions. The admirable effect of the Goſpel in 
the primitive Chriftians, An earneft Exhortation to 
live according to the purity of the Goſpel, and the 2reat Ob- 
ligations our Saviour hath laid on us. 


I, Rom hence we may diſcover the-Perfetionand 

Coumpleatneſs of the Redemption that our Sa- 

viour purchaſed for us. He fully repairs what was ru- 
ined by the Fall. He was called Feſwus,becauſe He ſhould 
ſave his People from their Sins. wHe reconciles them to 
God, and redeems them from their vain converſation. He 
came by Water and Blood, to ſignifie the accompliſhment 
of what was repreſented by the Ceremonial Purification, 
| and 
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and the Blood of the Sacrifices , SatisfaRion and San- Chap. 19 
ctification are found in Him. And this was not a need- (A 


leſs Compaſſion, but abſolutely requiſite in order to our 
Felicity. Man. in his guilty corrupt ſta:e may be com- 
par'd to a condemn'd Maletactor, infected with noifom 
and painful wounds and diſeaſes, and wants the Grace 
of the Prince to Pardon him, and Soveraign Remedies 
to heal him. Suppoſing the Sentence were revert, 
yet he cannot enjoy his Life till he is reſtor'd to health, 
Thus the Sinner is under the condemnation of the Law, 
and under many ſpiritual, powertul Diſtempers, that 
make him truly miſerable, His irregular paſſions are 
ſo many ſorts of Diſeaſes, not only contrary to 
Health but. to one another, that continually torment 
him, He feels all the effects of Sickneſs. Heis in- 
flam'd by his Luſts and made reſtleſs, being without 
power to accompliſh or to reſtrain them. All his Fa- 
culties are diſabled for the Spiritual Life, that is only 
worthy of his Nature, and whoſe operations are mixt 
with ſincere and laſting Pleaſure, Sin as 'ris the Difſ- 
eaſe, ſo 'tis the Wound of the Soul,and attended with 
all the evils of thoſe that are moſt terrible : The whole 


head is ſick, the whole heart is faint, from the ſole of the £c,. 


foot to the head there is no ſoundneſs in it, but wounas, and 
bruiſes, and putrifying ſores. Now our Redeemer as he 
hath obtain'd a full Remiſſion of our Sins, ſo he reſtores 
Holineſs to us, the true health and vigour of the Soul. 

He hath made a Plaiſter of his living Fleſh mixt with 

his Tears and Blood, thoſe divine and powertul Ingre- 

dients, to heal our Wounds. By the Holy Spirit 'tis 
applyed to us,that we may partake of its vertue and in- 

fluence. His moſt precious Sacrifice purifies the Con- 

ſcience from dead works, that we may ſerve the Living 

God. Without this the bare exemption from Puniſh- 

ment, wete not ſufficient to make us happy : For al- 
Bbb2 though 


A. 3-26. 


there can be no caſe nor reſt. Beſides, Sin is the true 
diſhonour of Mans Nature, that degrades him from his 
excellency and changes him into a Beaſt or a Devil: So 
that to have a licence to wallow i» the mire. to live in 
the practice of Sin that ſtains and vilifies him, were a 
miſerable Priviledg. The Scripture therefore repreſents 
the curing of our corrupt Inclinations, and the cleanſ- 
ing of us from our Pollutions, to be the eminent effect 
and bleſſed work of Saving Mercy. Accordingly Sr. 
Peter tells the Fews, that God having raiſed up his Son 
Jeſus, ſent bins to Bleſs yoa, in turning away every one of 
you from his Iniquities : that issChrilt in his glorified 
ſtate gives the Spirit of Holineſs to work a fincere tho- 
rough Change in men, from all preſumptuous reigning 
Sins to univerſal Holineſs, Unvaluable benefit! that 
equals if not excels our Juſtification, For as the evil of 
Sin in its own nature is worſe than the evil of Puniſh- 
ment, ſo the freeing us from its dominion is- a greater 
Bleſſing than meer impunity. The Son of God for atime 
was made ſubje& to our Miſeries, not to our Sins, He 
deveſted himſelf of his Glory, not of his Holineſs. And 
the Apoſtle in the extalte' of his affeRion deſired to be 
made unhappy for the Salvation of the Fews, not to be 
unholy, Beſides, the exd is more noble than the means : 
Now Jeſus Chriſt purchaſed our Pardon, that we might 
be reſtored to our forfeited Holineſs. He ranſomed us 
by his Death, that he might bleſs us by his ReſurreQion. 
He gave himſclf for #s, that he might redeem ns from all 
mniquity, aud purifie to himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of 


* good works, SanGtification is the laſt exd of all he did and 


{uffercd for us. 
Ho!tneſs 
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Holineſs is the chicfeſt excellency of man, his higheſt 
advantage above interiour Beings, *'Tis the ſupreme 
Beauty of the Soul,the reſemblance of Angels,the Image 
of God Himſelf. In this the pertec&tion of the reaſona- 
ble Nature truly conliſts, and Glory naturally reſults 
fromit. As a Diamond, when its earthy and colour- 
leſs parts are taken away, ſhines forth in its luſtre, ſo 
when the Soul is freed from its Impurities,and all zerrene 
Aﬀections, it will appear with a Divine Brightneſs. The 
Church ſhall then be Glorious, when cleanſed from every 
ſpot, and made compleat in Holineſs, To this I will on- 
ly add, that without Holineſs we cannot ſee God, that is, 
delightfully enjoy Him. Suppole the Law were diſ- 

nit with, that forbids any unclean perſon to enter in- 
to the Holy Feruſalem, the place cannot make him hap- 
py. For Happineſs capfiſts in the Fruition of an ob- 
ject that is ſuitable and ſatisfying to our deſires, The 
Holy God cannot be our Felicity, without our partak- 
ing of his. Nature. Impated Righteouſneſs frees us 
from Hell, inherent makes us fit for Heaven. The ſum 
is, Jeſus Chriſt that he might be a perfe& Saviour, ſan- 
Kifies all whom He juſtifies , for otherwiſe we could not 
be totally exempted from ſuffering evil, nor capable of 
enjoying the ſupreme Good, we could not be happy here 
nor hereafter, 

2. From hence it appears; that Saving Grace gives 
no encouragement to the practice of Sin. For the prin- 
cipal aim ot our Redeemer's Love in dying for us, was 
to ſanitifie and cleanſe us, by the waſbing of water and the 
Word. And accordingly all the Promiſes of Pardon and 
Salvation are conditional. The holy Mercy of the Goſ- 
pel offers Forgiveneſs, only to Penitent Believers that 
return from Sin to Obedience : We are commanded to re- 

nt and be converted, that our Sins may be blotted ont, in 


the time of refreſPment,from the preſence of the Lord. And 
Heaven 
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Chap. 19, Heaven is the reward of perſevcring Obedience: To then 
NJ pho by patient continuance in well-doing ſeek for glory, and 

Rom. 2: 7: honour, and immortality; eternal life, There Cannot be the 
leaſt ground of a rational juſt Hope in any perſon with- 

i Jokn 3.3: Out Holineſs : Whoeverhath this hope in him,purifies him- 
ſelf even as he is pure. By which it appears, that the ge- 
nuine and proper uſe we are to make of the exceeding 
great and precious Promiſes, is, That by them we may be 
partakers of the Divine Nature,and eſcape the pollution that 
is in the World through luſt, Yet the corrupt hearts of 
men are ſo ſtrongly enclined to their luſts, that they 
turn the Grace of God into wantonneſs, and-make an ad- 
vantage of Mercy to afliſt their ſecurity ; preſuming to 
fin with leſs fear and. more licence, upon the account of 
the glorious Revelation of it by our Redeemer. The 
moſt live as if they might be ſaved without being Saints, 
and enjoy the Paradiſe of the Fleſh here and not be ex- 
cluded from that of the Spirit hereafter, But Grace 
doth not in the leaſt degree-authorize and favour their 
Luſts, nor relax the Sinews of Obedience , *tis pertect- 
ly innocent of their unnatural abuſe of it. The Poiſon 
is not in the Flower, but the Spider. Therefore the 
Apoſile propounds'it with indignation, Shall we ſin that 
Grace may abound? God forbid, He uſes this form of 
ſpeech, to expreſs an extreme abhorrency of a thing, 
Rom, 6. 12 that is either impious and diſhonourable to God, or 
pernicious and deſtructive to men, As when he puts 
the queſtion, Is God unjuſt who taketh vengeance * God 
forbid, and, Is there iniquity in God * God forbid. 
Rom, 9. 14. -He rejects the mention of it with infinite averſation. In- 
deed what greater diſparagement can there be of the 

Divine Purity, than to indulge our ſelves in Sin upon 
confidence of an -cafie Forgiveneſs? As if the Son of 

God had been conſecrated by ſuch terrible Sufferings, 

to purchaſe and prepare a Pardon for thoſe who Sin ſe- 

curely 


2 Pct. I. 4» 


Rom- 3. 5- 6» 


ſecurely: What an unexpreſlible indignity is it to make 
a monſtrous alliance between Chriſt and Belial ? 

And this abuſe of Grace is pernicious tomen. If the 
Antidote be turned into Poiſon, and the Remedy che- 
riſh the Diſeaſe,the caſe is deſperate, The Apoſtle tells 
us, Thoſe that ds evil that good may come thereby, their 
damnation is juſt, Suppoſe a preſuming Sinner were aſ- 
ſured, that after he had gratified his carnal vile delires, 
he ſhould repent and be pardoned; yet 'twere an unreaſo- 
nable defeft of Selt-love to do ſo. What Iſ-aelite was fo 
fool-hardy as to provoke a fiery Serpezt to bite him, 
though he knew he ſhould be healed by the brazen Sey- 
pent ? But 'tis a degree beyond madneſs, tor Men to live 
in a courſe of Sin-upon the hopes of Salvation, making 
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the Mercy of God to be his bondage, as iFhe could not err. 


be happy without them. An unrenewed Sinner may 
be the obje& of God's Compaſſion, but while he remains 
ſo, he is uncapable of Communion with him here, much 
more hereafter. Under the Law the Lepers wete ex- 
cluded the Camp of I/-ael, where the preſence of God 
was in a ſpecial manner, much more ſhall thoſe who 
are covered with »woral-Pollutions, - be kept out from the 
habitation of his Holineſs. *Tis a mortal Deluſion for 
any to pretend that electing Mercy will bring them to 
Glory, or that the allſufficient Sacrifice of Chriſt will a- 
tone God's diſpleaſure towards them, although they in- 
dulge themſelves in a courſe of Sin. The Book of Life 
is ſecret;only the Lamb with whoſe Blood the names of 
the Ele are written.there, ca# open the ſeals of it. But 
the Goſpel that is a lower Book of Life,tells us the qua- 
lifications of thoſe who are veſſels of Mercy, they are by 
Grace prepared forGlory; and that there can be no bene- 
fit by the Death of Chriſt without conformity to his 
Life. Thoſe who abuſe Mercy now, - ſhall have Ju- 


ſtice for ever, 


3. From 
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Thap. 19. 3. From hence we way diſcover the peculiar excel- 
lency of the Chriſtian Religion, above all other Inſtitu- 

tions z and that in reſpe& of its delign and effet. The 

whole Deſign of che Goſpel is expreſt in the words of 

Chriſt from Heaven to Pan!, when he ſent him to the 

AR. 26.189- Gentiles, To open their eyes, and to turn them from dark- 
neſs to light, and from the power of Satan to Goa, that they 

may receive forgiveneſs of ſins, and inheritance among them 

that are ſandtified by Faith in Chriſt. One great End of 

itis to take away all the filthineſs and malignity where- 

with Sin hath infe&ed the world, and to cauſe in men a 

real conformity to Gods Holineſs, according to their 

capacity, As the Reward it promiſes is not an earthly 
Happineſs, ſuch as we enjoy here,but Celeſtial ; ſo the 

Holineſs it requires, is not an ordinary natural Perfe- 

&ion,- which Men honour with the title of Vertue, but 

an Apgelical Divine quality that ſaritifies us throughout in 

Spirit, Soul and Boay ; that cleanſes the Thoughts and 
Aﬀections, and expreſſes it ſelf in a courſe of univerſal 

Obedience to Gods Will. Indeed there are other things 

that commend the Goſpel to any, that with judgment 

compares it with other Religions. The height of its 

Myſteries which are ſo ſacred and venerable, that upon 

the diſcovery they affect with reverence and admirati- 
Fir rerun 2 on: Whereas the Religion of the Gentiles was built on 
Martial. Follies and Fables. - Their moſt ſolemn Myſteries to 
Coerm wa Which they were admitted ater ſo long a circuit of Ce- 
in adytis divi- Temonies and great preparations,contained nothing but 
_ —_ a prodigious mixture of Vanity and Impiety, worthy to 
rumzotum fig- be concealed in everlaſting darkneſs. Beſides, the con- 
—_— firmation of the Goſpel by Miracles doth authorize it a- 
chrum revela- bove all humane Inſtitutions. And theglorious ctern al 
cur, 76174": Reward of it infinitely exceeds whatever is propounded 
' by them, || But that which gives it the moſt viſible pre- 
eminence, 15, That it is a Doitrine according to godlineſs, 
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The End is the charafter of its nature, The whale Chap. 19. 
contexture and harmony of its Do&rines, Precepts, x W> 


Promiſes, Threatnings is for the exaltation of Godli- 
neſs, The objects of Faith revealed are not meerly 
ſpeculative, to be conceived and believed only as true, 
or to be gazed on in an Extaſic of Wonder, but are My- 
eries of Godlineſs, that have a powerful influence upon 
practice, The Deſign of God inthe publication of them, 
is not only to enlighten the Mind, but to warm the 
Heart and purifte the Aﬀections. God diſcovers his 
Nature that we imitate Him, and his Works that we 
may glorifie Him, All the Precepts of the Gofpel ar: 
ro embrace Chriſt by a lively Faith, to ſeck for Righte- 
ouſneſs and Holineſs in Him; to live Godly, Righte- 
ouſly, and Soberly in this preſent world, When our 
Saviour was on the Earth, the End of his Sermons, as 
appears in the Goſpel,was to regulate the lives of Men, 
to correct their vicious Paſſions rather than to explicate 
the greateſt Myſteries, Other Religions oblige their 
Diſciples either to ſume external ations that have no 
moral worth in them, ſo that 'tis impoſſible for any one 
that is guided by Reaſon to be taken with ſuch vanities : 
Or they require things :zcommodious and burthenſome, 
The Prieſts of Baa/ cut themſelves. And among the 
Chineſes, though in great reputation tor wiſdom, their 
Penitents expoſe themſelves half naked to the injuries of 
the ſharpeſt Weather;with a double cruelty and pleaſure 
of the Devil, who makes them frecz here, and expects 
they ſhould burn for ever hereafrer, *'Tis not the moſt 
ſtrict obſervance of ſerious Trifles,nor ſubmitting to ri- 
gorous Auſterities,that ennobles the 4umar? nature, and 
commends us to God. The moſt zealous performers of 
things indifferent,8 that chaſtiſc themſelves with a b\o9- 
dy Diſcipline,labour tor nothing and may pals tw Hel! 
through Purgatory, But the Religion of Chuilt retouns 
Ccc the 
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the Underſtanding and Will,and all the ations depend- 


SW ing on them. It chaſes away Error, and Vice, and Ha. 
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were ſo tall of Zeal for the Glory of God, of Chaſtity, 


tred, and ſheds abroad Light and Love, Purity and 
Peace; and forms on Earth a lively repreſentation of 
that pure Socicty that is in Heaven, The End of it is 
to render men /ike the Angels in Holineſs, that they may 
be ſo in Bleſſedneſs. This will render it amable to all 


- that conſider it without Paſſion, And 'tis worthy of 


obſervaticn, that although many Heathens and Here- 
ticks have contradicted other parts of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion ; yet none have dar'd openly to condemn the Moral 
part of it. 

The Effed of the Goſpel hath been anſwerable to the 
Deſign. One main difference between the old and ew 
Law, is, that the o/d gave the knowledg of Rules with- 
out power to obſerve them , the zew that is attended 
with the Grace of Chriſt, enables us by a holy Love to 
pe:form that which the other made men only to under- 
ſtand, Of this we have the moſt ſenſible Evidence in 
the Primitive Church, that was produc'd by the firſt 
beams of the Sun of Righteouſneſs, and had received 
the firſt fruits of the Spirit, What is more wonderful 
and worthy of God, than that perfect Love which made 
all the firſt Believers to have one Heart and one Soul ? 
What greater contempt of the World can be imagined, 
than the voluntary parting with all their Goods in con- 
ſecrating them to God for the relief of the Poor? . And 
the Churches of the Gerti/es, while the Blood of Chriſt 
was warm,and His Actions freſh in the memories of men, 
were exemplary in Holineſs, They were as Stars ſbin- 
ing in a perverſe gen:ration., There was ſucha bright- 
neſs in their Converſations that it pierc'd through the 
darkneſs of Paganiſm, and made a vilible difference be- 
tween them and all others. Their words and actions 


Tem- 
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Temperance, Juſtice, Charity, that the Heathens from 
the Holineſs of their lives concluded the Holineſs of 
their Law, and that the Doctrine that produc'd ſuch 
fruits could not be evil, The firſt light that diſcovered 
the Truth of the Ghri/ian Faith ro many,was from the 
Graces and Verrucs that appear'd in the Faithful. The 
Purity of their Lives, their Courage in Death, were as 
powerful co convert the World, as their Sermons, Diſ- 
putations and Miracles. And thoſe who were under 
ſuch ſtrong prejudices that they would not examine the 
Dodrine ot the Goſpel, yct they could not but admire 
the Integrity and Innocency that was viſible in the con- 
verſation of Chriſtians, They eſtcem'd their perſons 
from the good qua'ities that were viſible in them, when 
they hated the Chri/t;/a» name tor the conceal'd evil they 
unreaſonably ſuſpected to be under it, ThisTertullian ex- 
cellently repreſents in his Apo/ogy, The moſt part are fo 
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prejudic'd againſt the Name, and are pufleſtwith ſuch a 5» 7-Ca- 


blind hatred to it,that they make it a matter of reproach 
even to thoſe whom they otherwiſe eſteem'd.Cains,they 
ſay,is a good manzhe hath no fault but that he is aChr#- 
ſtian, Thus the excellent Holineſs of the Profeſſors of 
the Goſpel forc'd a vereration from their Enemies. 

But we are fallen from Heaven, and mixt with the 
duſt. Our converſation hath nothing ſingular in Holi- 
neſs to diſtinguiſh us from the World, The ſame cor- 
rupt Paſhons reign in Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, as in 
thoſe who are ſtrangers from the Sacred Covenant, It 
we compare our ſclves with the Primitive Church, we 
muſt contefs our unworthineſs to be called their ſucceſ- 
ſors. Sixteen hundred years are run out ſince the Son 
of God came down to ſanCtifie and ſave the World, which 
are ſo many degrees, whereby we are deſcended from 
the firſt Perfetion. We are more diſtant from them in 
Holineſs than in Time, So univerſal aid great is the 
Ccc2 Cor- 
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Corruption, that 'tis almoſt as difficult to revive the 
dying Faith of Chriſtians, and to reform their Lives 
according to the purity of their Profeſſion, as the Con- 
verſion of theWorld was from Heatheriſm toGhriſtianity, 

'Tis true, In every Age there are ſome Examples of 
the Vertue of the Goſpel that reflect an honour upon it, 
And this laſt Age, which we may call the Winter of 
the World, in which the Holy Spirit hath foretold That 
the love of many ſhall yrow cold, by a marvelous Antipe- 
riſtaſis hath inflam'd the hearts of ſome ex cellent Saints 
towards God and Religion, But the great number of 
the wicked, and the progreſs of Sin in their Lives, there 
is no meaſure of Tears Pifficient to lament, 

Fourihly,T ſhall preſs Chriſtians to walk as becomes 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, anſwerably to the Holineſs and 
Purity of that Divine Inſtitution, and to thoſe great 
and (trict Obligations it lays upon us. The Goſ- 
pel requires an entire Holineſs in all our Faculties, an 
equal reſpect to all our Duties : We are commanded, 
To cleanſe our ſebves from all pollutions of fleſh and ſpirit, to 
be holy in all manner of converſation. We arc enjoyned, 
To beperfeiting Holineſs in the fear of God, To be holy 
as He that hath called us is holy, A certain meaſure of 
Faith, and Love, and Obedience, a mediocrity in Ver- 
tue, we muſt not content our ſelves with. *Tis not a 
Counſel of pertetion given only to ſome Chriſtians of 
a peculiar order and elevation ; but the Command of a 
Law that without exception binds all, Be perfet# as 
your Heavenly Father is perfe#.The Goſpel gives no 
Diſpenſation to any perſon, norin any Duty, The 
Doctrine that aſſerts there are ſome excellent works to 
which the lower ſort of Chriſtians is not obliged, is e- 
qually pernicious, both to thoſe who do them by Pre- 
ſumption, as if they were not due and were therefore 
meritorious , and to thoſe who negle& them, by a blind 
Security, 
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Security, as if they might be ſaved without ſtriving to Chap, to. 
reach the higheſt degrees of Obedience. *'Tis a weak \ yo 1 -% 


pretence;that becauſe the conſummate meaſure of San- 
Rification can only be attained in the next life, there- 
fore we ſhould not endeavour after it here. For by fin- 
cere and conſtant endeavours we make nearer ap- 
proaches to it, and according to the degrees of our pro- 
greſs ſuch are thoſe of our joy. As Nature hath pre- 
{cribed to all heavy Bodies their going to th? Centre, 
and although none comes to it, and many are at a great 
diſtance from it, yet the ordination of Nature is not in 
vain z becauſe by virtue of it, every heavy Body is al- 
ways tending thither in motion or inclination : So al- 
though we cannot reach to compleat Holineſs in this 
imperfect ſtate, yet 'tis not in vain that the Goſpel pre- 
ſcribes it, and infuſes into Chriſtians thoſe diſpoſitions 
whereby they are gradually carried to the full accom- 
pliſhment of it. Not to arrive to Perfection is the weak- 
neſs of the Fleſh,not to aſpire ater it is the fault of the 
Spirit, Toexcite us, it will be of moment to conſider 
the great Obligations that the Goſpel lays upon Ghrz- 
ſtians to be holy. By that Covenant the Holy God is 
pleaſed to take them into the Relation of his Children ; 
and as the nature of Sanctification, ſo the motives of it 
are contained in that Title. For ſo near an Alliance 
obliges them to a faithful obſervation of his Commands, 
and to imitate him with the greateſt care, that the vein 
of his Spirit and the marks of his Blood may appear 


1 John, 3. r, 


in all theiraftions, Whoſoever is bor of God doth not 1 Joh -3- 5. 


commit fin : The allowed practice of it is inconſiſtent 
with the quality of a Son of God, 'tis contrary to the 
Grace of his Divine Birth, Nay, the omiſſion of Good, 
as well as the commiſhton of Evil, is inconſiſtent with 
that Relation. *Tis for this reaſon, that Holineſs is ſo 
much the charader of a true Chriſtian, that to be a 
Chriſtian 


582 The Harmony of the Divine Attributes 
Chap.rs. Chriſtian and a Saint are the ſame thing in the Writ- 
_/R/N\) ings of the Apoſtles. That venerable Title obliges him 
to a higher practice of Vertue, than ever the Pagans ima- 
gined, He is far behind them, if he do not ſurpaſs 
them; and if heis ſurpaſſed by them, he will be cloath- 
ed with ſhame. Belides, our Redeemer who hath a 
right to us by ſo many titles, by his Divine and Humane 
Nature, by his Lite and Death, by his Glory and Suf- 
ferings, asHe ſtrictly commands us to be holy,{o he hath 
joyned Ex:mple to his Authority, That we may walk as 
he walked,and be as he was in the world. St. Pan! makes uſe 
- of this conlideration, to reſtrain the Diſciples of Chriſt 
{from all Sin,and to perſwade them to univerſal Holineſs. 
After he had mentioned the diſorders of the Gentiles, to 
Eph. 4-20. detcr the Epheſians from the like , hetells them, But ye 
have not ſolearned Chriſt,that is,his rule and practice in- 
ſkruced them otherwiſe. And when he commands the Ro- 
Rom, 13- 13» #245,To walk honeſtly as 1n the day,not in rioting and drunk- 
bs enneſs, not in chambering and wantonneſs,not in ſtrife and 
envying ; he oppoſes toall theſe Vices the Patern rhat 
Chriſt ſet betore us, But put ye ow the Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
The expreſſion intimates the Duty, that as the Garment 
is commenſurate to the Body, ſo we are to imitate all 

the parts of his Holy Converſation, 

'Tis no wonder that theHeathens gratified the inclina- 
tions of Luſt or Rage,when theirGods were repreſented 
acting in ſucha manner as to authorize their Vices: 
Semina pene omniwn ſcelerum, a Dits ſuis peccantium tur- 
ba collegit, as Fulins Firmicas juſtly reproaches them, 
There was no Villainy how notorious ſoever, but had 

Neoreni cult}. ome Deity for its Protector. They found in Heaven a 
es boni e!e Juſtification ofall their crimes, and became vicious by 
non pottins 2 :3mitation, For 'tis very congrous for men to follow 
G—_ _ thoſe whom they eſteem to be perte&,and to whom they 


= think themſelves accountable, If they attribute to their 
| Supreme 


Supreme God, the Jud of the World, Vices as Ver- 
tues, What Vertues will there be to reward; or Vices 


. in Confriving Man's Redemption; 33; 


Chap. 19, 


to puniſh in Men? But for thoſe that name the Name of | 


Chriſt to continue in iniquity, is the moſt unbecoming 
thing in the World, For they live in the perfet con- 
tradition of their Profeſſion, An unholy Chriſtian is 
a real Apoſtate from Chriſt, that retracts by his wicked- 
neſs the Dedication that was made ot him in his Bap- 
tiſm. Alrhough he doth not abjure our Saviour in 
words, he denies him iz his works, A proud perſon re- 
nounces his Humility, the revengetul his Mercy, the 
luke-warm his Zea}, the unclean bis Purity, the cove- 
tous his Baunty and Compaſhon, the hypocrite his 
Sincerity, And can there be any thing more indecent 
and abſurd, than to pretend the relation and reſpect of 
Diſciples to ſuch an holy Maſter, and yet by Diſobe- 
dience todeny him 2 When the bloody Spectacles of 
the Gladiators were firit brought to Athens, a Wiſe-man 
cried out to the Maſters of the Prizes, That they ſhould 
remove the Statue and Altar of M-rcy out of the City, 
there being ſuch an incongruity bezween the Goddeſs 
they pretended to worſhip, and that cruel Sacrifice of 
Men for the ſport'of the People. It were more ſuitablefor 
thoſe who are not afraid to violate the moſt Holy Laws, 
and to contradict the Patern of Chriſt, to leave their 
Profeſſion, and to take ſome other more complying 
with their Luſts. *Tis not the Title of a Chriſtian thar 
ſan&ifies thoſe who pollute and defame it. 'Tis not 
wearing the Livery of Chriſt that can honour thoſe who 
ſtain it by their filthineſs, bur 'tis an aggravation of 
their guilt, *'Tisan unconceivable indignity to our Sa- 
viour, and revives the old calumnies of the Heathens, 

as if the Goſpel were a Sanctuary for Criminals, when 
thoſe that call him: Lord, do wot what he commanas them. 

[ know, ſaith Chriſt, the blaſphemy of them that ſay, they 
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are Fews and aye not, but are the Synagogue of Satan, 
Thoſe that own the Profeflion of Chriſtianity, and live 
in unchriſtian Practices, are baptized Pagans; and in 
effe& revile our Bleſſed Redeemer, as it He had pro- 
claimed a licentious impunity for Sinners. Such Wretches 
may deceive themſelves with a pretence they be- 
lieve in Chriſt, and that viſibly they declare their depen- 
dence on him ; butthis pretence will be as unprofitable 
as *tis vain : *Tis not the calling him Lord, that will give 
them admiſſion into the kingdom of Heaven, The naked 
name of a Chriſtian cannot protect them from the wrath 
of God, Tertwllian ſmartly upbraids ſome in his time 
who were careleſs of the Dignity and Purity of the 
Chriſtian Profeſſion in their Lives, imagining that they 
might reverence God in their hearts without regarding 
himin their actions ; that they might Satvo metu & fide 
peccare, Sin without loling their tear of God and their 
Faith, To refute this groſs contradiction, he propounds 
it in a ſen(1ble example: Hoc eft ſalva caſtitate matrimoni- 
um violare,ſalva pietate parentt venenum temperare; This 
is the ſame thing as to violate the Fidelity of Marriage 
without the wounding of Chaſtity,or to poiſon a Parent 
without failing in the duty that is owing to them. And 
to expreſs his indignation, he tells them, Sc ergo & ipfi 
ſatva venia in Gehennam detruduntur, dum ſalvo. metu 
peccant : Letthem expect that God will caſt them into 
Hell, without prejudice to their Pardon, as they pre- 
_ to Sin without prejudice to the reſpe&t they bear - 
im, 

To ſum up all ; Jeſus Chriſt as by his Doctrine and 
Lite he clearly diſcovered our Duty, fo he offers to us 
the Aid of his Spirit for our aſfliſtance, by which the 
Commands of the Goſpel are not only poſſible but eaſy: 
And tcenforce our obligations he hath threatned ſuch 
Vengeance to the rebellious, and promiſed ſuch a Re- 


ward 
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ward to thoſe that obey the Goſpel, that ir is impoſſible Chap 19 


we (hould not be deeply affected with them, if we ſeri- 
oully believe them, and He hath given ſuch evidence of 
their truth; that 'ris impoſible we ſhould nor believe 
them,unleſs the God of this world hath blinded our minds, 
'Tis matter. therefore ofyuſt aſtoniſhment, chat Chri- 
tans ſhould not expreſs the efficacy of, the Goſpel in 
their actions. . How can a reaſonable Creature believe 
that eternal Damnation ſhall be the Puniſhment of Sin, 
and yet liye in the wilful praQice of it? The Hiſtoriax 
ſpeaking of Muſbyows thar ſometimes proved deadly to 
whole Families, asks. with wonder, ' What pleaſure 
could allure them to eat ſuch doubtful Meat ? Yet they 
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may be ſo corrected 35;to become innocent, But when 94*= volupras 


'tis certain that, the 6 I 
ny 'one be tempted. by , tho e ttraitives to venture on 
that , which will undoubte x bring Death to the Soul 2 
- Let Senſe it ſelf be Judg, and make the compariſon be- 
tween whatſoever the preſent Lite can afforg for delight 
im Sinjand what utpre Death will bring to corment 
it: Let the Fleſh fee into what tormients all its delights 
ſhall be changed,. and with what other fire than of im- 
pure Luſt it ſhall burn for ever, : ot 
Beſli@s, We are encouraged to our Duty with the 
aſſurance of a Happineſs ſo excellent, that not only the 
enjoyment of it in the next World, but the juſt expe- 
Ration of it here makes us truly bleſſed, If the Reward 
. were ſinall,” or the Promiſe uncertain, there might be 
ſome pretence for our not performing the Conditions to 
obtain it : but when the one is infinitely great, and the 
other as true as the God of truth, what more powerful 
motive can be conceived to make us holy ? *Tis the A- 
poſtle's choſen Argument, that We ſhould walk worthy of 
him who hath called us to his Kingdom and Glory, The 
Heathens were in a great meaſure ſtrangers to the Se- 
Ddd crets 
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crets of another World ; they had but a ſhadow of pro- 
bability, we have Light of Truth brought down from 
Heaven by the Son of God, that reveals to us a Bleſ- 
ſedneſs, that deſerves our moſt ardent aive Aﬀections. 
But if Men are'not wrought on by natural Reaſon, nor 
divine Faith; if adither the Terrors of the Lord, nor the 
bleſſed Hope can perſwade them from Sin to Holineſs, 
their condition is irrecoverable. In this the Rules of Na- 
ee, Where neither Coy- 
roftues nor Lenitives are ſucceſsful, . we muſt uſe the 
Knife ; if cutting off be unprofitable, we muſt ſear the 
part ; ifthe Fire is uneffe&tual, the Ulcer is incurable, 
If the threatning of Hell-fire through Unbeliet and 
Careleſneſs is not feared, and hath no efficacy to corre& 
and change Sinners, what remains but ro make a preſage 
of ind Death, that will unavoidably and ſpeedily 


ſeize on them? And if ſo clear adiſcovery of the Hea- 
yenly Glory doth not produce in men a- living Faith 
that works by Love, and a tively Hope thatpunfies the 
Heart and Converſation, "what can be coticluded;''bur 
that they are wholly ſenſual and ſenſeleſs, and ſhall be 


for ever deprived of that Bleſſednefs they now deſpiſe 
and negled ? WM A 
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CHAP. XX. 


The Divine Power is admirably glorified in the Creation 
of the World, in reſpett of the greatneſs of the effeit, and 
vhe manner of its _— Tis as evident in our Re- 
demption, The _— Effetts of it are conſidered, 
The Incarnation of the Son of God is a work fidly reſpon- 

le to Omnnipotewce. Our Redeemer's Supernatural 
Conception by the' Holy Ghoſt. The Divine Power was 
eminently declared inthe Myracles Feſus Chriſt wrought 
in the courſe of his Miniftry, His Miracles were the 
evidence of His Celeſtial Calling, they were neceſſary for 
the conviition of the World: their . Nature conſidered. 
The Divine Power was Glhorified in making the Death of 
Chrift Victorious over all our Spiritual Enemies. The 
Reſurrettion of Chriſt the effett of Glorious Power, The 
Reaſons of it from the quality f his Perſon, and the 
nature of his Office, that he might dipenſe the Bleſſings 
he had purchaſed for Believers. ' His Reſurettion ts 
the foundation of Faith, It hath a threefold reference, 
to his Perſon as the Son of God,to his Death as an All- 
ſufficient Sacrifice, to his Pramiſe of raiſing Believers at 
the laſt day. 


T H E Divine Power is admirably glorified in the 
Creation of the World, not only in regard of the 
greatneſs of the effe&, that comprehends the Heavens 
and Earth, andall things in them , -but in regard of the 
marvelous way of its Production : for He made the 
great Univerſe, without the concurrence of any materi- 
al cauſe, from nothing. For this xeaſon the raiſing this 
glorious Fabrick is produc'd as the diſtintive charader 
of the Deity from the troop of falſe gods, The Pſa/ 
miſt declares, The Lord is to be fear'd above all gods, for 
Ddda all 
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Heavens, And as he began the Creation by proceed- 
ing from nothing to real exiſtence, ſo in forming the 
other parts, He | bod them from inftrm.and indiſpoſed 
matter, as from a ſecond nothing ; that all his.Creatures 
might bear the real teſtimonies of Infinite Power. Thus 
He commanded Light to-ariſe out of Darkneſs, and ſen- 
ſible Creatures from an inſenſible Element. He creat- 
ed Man, the accompliſhment of all his Works, from 
the loweſt and eſt Element the Earth, Now al- 
though at the firſt view we might conceive that the viſt- 
ble World is the greateſt' Miracle that ever God per- 
formed; yet upon ſerious 'reflexion we ſhall diſcoyer, 
that the works of Grace are as wondexful as the works 
of Nature, and that the Power of God is as evidently 
expreſt in our Redemption as in the Creation, For 
the fuller underſtanding of this, 1 will confider ſome of 
the principal 'Effe&ts of the Divine Power in order to 

our bleſſed Recovery. + TR 
xt, Thelncarnation of the 'Son ofGod,in accompliſhing 
whereof ſuch Power was exercis'd, as no limited Un- 
derſtanding is able to comprehend.The Word was made 
Fleſh. This ſignifies the real Union between the Hu- 
»ane Nature and the Divine in our Redeemer. Be- 
fore his Incarnation he appeared in an humane form to 
the Patriarchs, and in the flaming Buſh to Moſes, but 
tis never ſaid with reſpec to thoſe Apparitions, that 
the Word was made Flame; or Man. But when He 
came into the World to ſave us, Heiaſſum'd the'com- 
pleat Nature of Man into an Hypohattcal Union with 
himſelf, That admirable Perſon poſſeſſes the Titles, 
Qualities and Natures of God and Man. In that in- 
effable Union, each of the Natures preſerves its proper 
form with all the neeeffary confequents proceeding 
fromit, The Humane Naturc is joyn'd to the _ 
' Word, 
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Word, but. not chang'd into its Divinity ; - 'tis not 
infiaite and impaſſible. The Dezty is united to Fleſh, 
but not transformed into its Nature, 'tis not finite 
and pafſible. Though there is a diſtintion, yet 
no ſeparation : there are 7wo Natures, but one ſole 
Feſws. In the ſame Subſiſtence the Creator and the 
Creature are miraculouſly allied, Now, this is a work 
fully reſponſible to Omnipotence, and expreſſes what- 
ever is ſignified by that Title. 'The Apoſtle mentions 
it with an Attribute of excellency, Without controverſie 
great is the Myſtery of Godlineſs,God manifeit in the Fleſh. 
'Tis as ſublime, as holy. In: this the Divine Power 
appears in;its Magnificence ,andin ſome reſpet more 
gloriouſly than in the Creation : For there is incompa- 
rably a greater diſparity between the Majeſty,Greatneſs 
and Infinteneſs of God, and the Mcanneſs of Man,than 
between the whole World and Nothing. The degrees 
of diſparity between the World and Nothing are not 
actually infinite, but between the moſt excellent crea- 
ture and the Glorious Creator they are abſolutely infi- 
nite, From hence it is,that that which in other things re- 
ſolves our doubts, here increaſes the wonder, and in ap- 
pearance makes it more incredible.Ye do err, ſaith Chriſt 
to the Sadducees,(who denied the ReſurreRtion) xot know- 
ing the Power of God, But the more raiſed thoughts we 
have of his immenſePower,the more unlikely his conjun- 
ion with a. nature ſo far beneath him-will ſeem to be. 

2. The Divine Power was magnified in our Redeem- 
er's Supernatural Conception, *Twas requiſite his Bo- 
dy ſhould be miraculouſly formed of the ſubſtance of a 
Woman, by the operation of the Holy Ghoſt, not on- 
ly in reſpect of its ſingular Dignity, and that he might 
be the patern of our Regeneration, that is performed by 
the Efficacy of the Spirit not of the Fleſh, but in reſpect 
of his Office : For undertaking to reconcile God by the 
Expiation 
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Expiation of our Sin,he'muſt be allied tous ; and abſo- 
lutely pure from the ſtain of Sin, Heaven and Earth 
concurred to form that Divine Man the King of both;the 
Earth furniſhing matter, and Heaven the principle of 
his conception, — the Angel told May, 
who queſtioned how ſhe could be a Mother, not having 
known a Man, -The Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, and 
the power of the Higheſ| ſhall overſhadow thee, therefore al- 
fo that Holy thing that ſhall be born of thee, ſhall be called the 
Son of God. This was forefold many Ages as an admirable 


Effet of God's Power, When Fudah was oppreft by two 


potent Kings, and deſpaired of an eſcape, to raiſe their 

drooping Spirits the Prophet tells them, The Lord himſelf 
would grve them a fign of their future Deliverance. Be- 

hola, a Virgin ſhall concetve and bear a Son, and ſhall call 
his Name Immanuel. The-Argument is from the grea- 

ter to the leſs ; for 'tis apparently more difficult that a 

Virgin, without injury or blemiſh to her purity and in- 

tegrity, ſhould conceive and bring forth Immanue/,than 

the _— humane forces how great ſoever. If God 

will accompliſh that Stupendious, unheard-of wonder, 

much more would he reſcue his People from the fury of 
their adverſaries. 

3. The Divine Power was cminently declared in the 
Miracles our Saviour wrought during the time of his 
publick Miniſtry, to verifie his Divine Miſſion, that 
He was the great Prophet ſent from God to inſtruct 
Men inthe way of Life. In diſcourſing of this, I will 
briefly ſhew,that Miracles were a convincing proof of his 
Celeſtial Calling,and that the performance of them was 
neceſſary in order to the conviction of the World, and 
conſider particularly thoſe He wrought. 

1. AMiracle is an extraordinary Operation of God 
in Nature cither in ſtopping its courſe, or in producing 
ſome effe&s that are above its Laws and Power : So that 
when 
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when He is pleaſed to work any, they are his Seal to 
authoriſe the Perſon and Dorine to which they are an- 
next, By them Faith is made viſible : The Unbelie- 
ver is convinced by his Senſes, the only witneſſes above 
reproach in his account. From hence Nicodemus ad- 
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dreſſes himſelf co Chriſt, Miſter, we know that thou art John 3. 2. 


4 Teachey come from-God , for no man can do thoſe Mira- 
cles that thou deft, except God be with him : That is, No 
inferiour Agent can perform them, without the ſpecial 
aſſiſtance ot the Divine Power, And 'tis not to be ſup. 
poſed, that God will lend his Omnipotency to the De- 
vil to work a real Miracle, to rm a falfity; and 
thereby, neceſſarily induce Men into errour in a mat- 
ter of infinite moment : for ſuch is the Docrine of Sal- 
vation that Chriſt Preached, : = 

2. The working of Miracles was neceſſary to con- 
vince the World, that Jeſus Chriſt was ſent fromGod, 
whether we conſider the Jews or the Gentiles. To con- 
vince the Jews, upon IT double account, 

1. Becauſe the performance of them was one of the 
characters of the promiſed Meſſiah, For this reaſon 
when two of Fobns Diſciples came to inquire whether he 
were the expected Prophet, he returns this anſwer to 
the queſtion: Go and 
hear and ſee, the Blind receive their Sight, and the 
walk, the Lepers are cleanſed, and the Deaf hear, the 
Dead are raiſed up, and the poor have the Goſpel preached 
to them. us he deſcribed his Office, w. 
Commiſſion he had from God, by repreſenting his Mi- 
racles in the Words of the Prophecy. 

2, Our Saviour came to alter the Religion of the 

Jews that had been confirmed by many illuſtrious Mira- 
cles, - therefore to aſſure them that he was Authoriſed 
from Heaven, he wrought fuch and ſo many, that for 


their greatneſs, clearneſs and number exceeded all thac 
were 
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were done before his coming... Our Saviour tells the 
Jews, If I had not done among thens the Works which none 
other man did, they had not had fin : that is, inrejec- 
ing him. Forit he had exerciſed only a Power like un- 
to that of Moſes and the Prophets, in his Miraculous 
Actions, they had been obliged to have honoured him 
as one of their rank, but not to have attributed an incom- 
parable Dignity to him. But he did thoſe which nei. 
ther Moſes nor the Prophets had performed; and in 
thoſe that had been done, Chriſt excelled them in the 
manner of doing them, This the Jews could not con- 
tradi, and from hence their Infidelity was made cul- 
able. 
. Secondly, Miracles were .necefſary to convince the 
Gentiles, 1. Por the Goſpel forbids the yarious Reli- 
gions among them,and commands all to _— God 
alone in Jeſus Chriſt, ſo that without a ſenfible demon- 
ſtration, that that was the way. wherein He would be 
ſerved, their prejudices had been, invincible. , 2. The 
Goſpel propounds Threatnings and Promiſes that regard 
a future ſtate, where no living Eye can ſee their effects; 
ſo that without an extraordinary confirmation it was not 
likely that men ſhould yield a firm affent to-them, _1f 
it be ſaid, Our Saviour did his Miracles, only in. Fyde#, 
where very few of the Gentiles ſaw his Perſon. &r 
Works : I anſwer, His Miracles were primarily. defign- 
ed for the conviction of the Fews, and in a ſecondary-in- 
- tention'to diſarm Infidelity-among the Gezriles. .There- 
fore the Teſtimony of. them was conveyed by thoſe-who 
were Eye-witneſſes, and moſt worthy of credit, 'and 
who did many great wonders in the Name of Chriſt, 
to verifie the report of his famous Miracles,and declare 
his Power and Divinity. Of this more afterwards. .., 
Now [I will briefly conſider the Miracles. wrought by 
Chriſt, that were the certain Signs of Gods favouring 
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of him, and made his Commiſſion autheantich. Before Cf. 76. 
his coming the hand of the Synagogue was dried up,and L/oau 


impotent to produce Miracles, The Holy Spirit was 
withdrawn, and for the ſpace of four hundred years, no 
Prophet nor Worker of Wonders appeared. Fohn the 
Baptiſt,though the Ange! deputed to fignifie the coming 
of Chriſt, yet did no Miracles, | But our Saviour was in- 
veſted with Power from above, and performed many, 
Their quality and number is conſiderable, 

1. They were not meer Signs, as the converſion of 
Moſes Rod into a Serpent ; nor deſtructive and puniſh- 
ing, as the Wonders in Egypt ; but advantageous and 


5? oe 
beneficial to men, the equal demonſtrations of his Mer- 


cy and Power, He cured Diſeaſes that were abſolute- : 


ly deſperate without means, by. his omnipotent Will, 


as the Son of the Nobleman who was fick at Capernawm, |... 


when Himſelf was at Cax4 in Galilee: or by C.:ch viſible 
means, that the Spefators might be fully convinced, 
that it was not the external application, but his ſole 
Vertue and Divine Power that produced the effe&. 
Thus by anointing with Clay and Spittle the Eyes of 
him that was born blind, who never had any natural 
poſſibility of ſeeing, he wrought an unparalleld Cure : 


It was never yet heard, that any man opened the eyes of one |ctn y. 


that was born blind, Therefore he that was healed, in- 
ferred from that, as a moſt pregnant proof, that our Sa- 
viour was from God, He raiſed the-dead. This cftet 
exceeds the power not only of Men, but of the Angels. 
'Tis true, That one Angel deſtroyed in a night an hun- 
dread fourſcore and five thouſand of the Aſſyrian Army ; but 
tis as true, that all the Angels togecher cannor' raiſe 
from the dead one Man. *Tlis wholly the work of the 
Lord of Nature, who holds the Keys of Lite and 
Death in his hands. - *'Tis only his Light candiſpel 
the darkneſs, his Voice can bicak the ftilence of the 
ECEC Grave. 
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Chap.20. Grave. And 'tis obſervable,that our Saviour who ſome. 
wW WY times concealed his miraculous works, and forbid the 


Mar. 5. 42. 


— 


John 11. 44. 


publiſhing of them, yer performed this kind before ma- 
ny Witneſſes, that they might publiſh and verifie it, as 
being moſt concluſive of his miles from God. He raiſed 
to life the Rulers Daughter, to the aſtoniſhment of all 
that were preſent to attend her Funeral. The Widows 
Son of Naim was carried without the Gates of the 
City to his Grave, Jeſus ſtops the ſad train, and reſtores 
life to the young Man, and to his Mother ſomething 
more dear than Sn life. And the more fignally to tri- 
umph over Death, he purſued it to its fort, the obſcu- 
rity of the Grave, Lazarus was buried four days, his 
Carcaſe was corrupted, Jeſus calls him from the bot- 
tom of his Tomb with that Powerful voice that created 
the World; The Dead anſwers and comes forth, to 
the amazement of all that ſaw the Glory of God ſo clear- 
ly manifeſted, The Evangeliſt reports thar the Peo- 
ple afterward were as defirous to ſee Lazarus as Jeſus, 
Add to theſe his caſting out of Devils, Before the 
Fall, the unclean Spirit was incorporated with the Ser- 
pent, but now with Man himſelf.. He ſeizes on 
the External Organs and Internal Faculties, and rules 
him at his pleaſure. In the time of Chriſt great num- 
bers were poſleſt: for the Devil perceiving the ruine 
of his Kingdom —— would extend the limits 
of it here, and by the perfc& poſſe of ſinners, be- 
gin their torment, which is one act of his Principality. 
The caſe of thoſe perſons was moſt compaſſionable. 
For in that cloſe fight the ſoul was diſarme) of its de- 
fenſive weapons, being hindred in a great meaſure of 
the free uſe of its faculties. Whereas in other Temp- 
tations he works by outward objects at a diſtance, here 
he makes a violent aſſault on both parts.. *Tis the true 
anticipation of Hell, for the poſleſt perſon is not ex- 
| empted: 
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empted trom Suffering, the Jonas of Death, nor en- Chap. —_—_ 
joys the free power of doing, the effect of Life. Now Wu 
che cjecting of this Enemy was above the force of any 
humane-*means ; no material applications had power 
over immaterial Spirits, But our Saviour by a Word 
commanded them forth of their Garriſons : and the E- 
vangeliſts obſerve that the ſight of it affeted chePcople, 
in an extraordinary manner above what his other Mire- 
cles did, *Tis ſaid, they were all amazed, inſomuch that Mw'.1 17,29, 
they queſtioned among themſelves, ſaying,what thing is this, *3 
what new Dottrine is this? For with Authority, com- 
manaeth he even the unclean Spirits, and they obey him. 
His Empire over evil Spirits was more admired than o- 
ver Diſeaſes,or Death it ſelf, Thoſe who were inſenſible 
of his former Miracles, received impreſſion from this : 
They were aſtoniſhed at the mighty Power of God, confeſſing oy 9. 43. 
that it was never ſo ſeen in Iſrael, And another time © * ** 
they ſaid, is not this the Son of David * 1. e. the Meſſiah, 
The Phariſees his obſtinate enemies were more troubled 
abour this,than any other action ; and to elude the pre- 
ſent conviction that He came from God, aſcribed it to 
a ſecret compact with Bee/zebub, as if there were a col- 
lufion between the evil Spirits, aleſſer Devil retired 
that the Prince might reign, But ſogreat was the Evi- 
dence of the Spirit of God in that act of Juriſdiction 0- 
ver the Devils, that our Saviour charges them with un- 
pardonable Guilt for their wiltul denying it. 

The number of his Miracles was ſo great, that St. 
Fohn ſaith, If all were written, the world could not con- 
rain the Books. We may in part conjecture how nume- 
rous they were, by taking notice how many he perform- 
cdin oneday. Hedined with Matthew at Capernaum ; Mu. 4. 10.1, 
whileſt He was there, Fairws entreats him to go to his *9-25> 22:3 » 
Daughter newly dead; as He went the Woman with 
the bloody Iffue toucht the hemof his garment and was 
Eee 2 healed ; 
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Chap, 20, healed, He raiſed the dead Maid ; in his returning He 
WY > cured two blind men,and immediately after caſt out the 


E he. 6. 12+ 


Devil from one that was dumb. And in all theſe mira- 
culous Operations the glory of Gods Power was clearly 
maniteited, 

4. The Divine Power admirably appeared in making 
the Death of Chriſt victorious over all our Spiritual E- 
nemies. Now to ſhew what an eminent degree of Pow- 
er was exerciſed in the effeting this,we muſt conſider, 
that aiter Satan was caſt out of Heaven for his Rebelli- 
on, he ſet upa throne on the Earth, and uſurpt an ab- 
ſolute Empire over Mankind. His Power was great, 
and his Malice was equal to his Power, The Apoſtle re- 
preſents him with his black Army, under the titles of 
Principalities and Powers the rulers of the darkneſs of this 
world, ſpiritual wickedneſſes in heavenly places, as in re- 
ſpe ot the Order among them, ſo in reſpect of their 
Dominion they exerciſe in the World, His Principa- 
lity hath vo parts; To tempt Men powerfully to ſin, 
and to execute the wrath of God upon them. He works 
mp4 in the Children of Diſobediemce, He fires their 

uſts, and by the thick aſcending ſmoke darkens their 
Minds, and hurries them to do the vileſt Ations. 4xd 
he hath the power of death, to torment Sinners ,. God juſt- 
ly permitting him to exerciſe his Cruelty upon thoſe 
who comply with his Temptations. Now in the time 
of Chriſt ſeeing many raviſhed out of his hands, and 
tranſlated into the Kingdom of God, he grew jealous of 
his ſtate, and by his inſtruments brought Him to a cru- 
e and ſhameful Death. He then in appearance ob- 
tained a compleat Conqueſt, but in truth was abſolute- 
ly overcome. And from hence the glorious Power of 
Chriſt is moſt clearly manifeſted, As be that will take 
the height of a Mountain, muſt deſcend to the loweſt 
part of the Valley, where fixing his Inſtrument, he may 
diſ- 
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we muſt deſcend to the loweſt degree of our Saviour's a- 
baſement, to underſtand the-height of | his exaltation, 
By Death he overcame him that had the power if Death, 
that is, the Devil. For his cruel Empire was founded in 
Man's Sin ; his greatneſs was built on our Ruins, All 
the pexal Evyils he brings on Mankind are upon the ac- 
count of our Diſobedience, and his mighty power in 
Temptations, is from our inward Corruption. Other- 
wiſe he might ſurround, but could not ſurpriſe us, Now 
the Lord Chriſt by his Death hath caken away the Guile 
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Heb, 2. 14. 


and Power of Sin : The Guilt in enduring the Curſe of 


the Law, and thercby ſatisfying Eternal Juſtice, which 
all the Creatures in Heaven and Earth could not do: 
and the Power of it, By erucifying our ofd man with him, 
that the body of fin might be deſtroy:d, that henceforth we 
ſhould not ſerve ſin. By the Croſs of Chriſt the world is cru- 
cified tous ;, and we are crucified to the world, By it we 
are vindicated from the power of Satan, zo the glorious 
liberty ofthe Sous of God, For this reaſon our Saviour, 
a little before his Paſſion, ſaid, Now ſhall the Prince of 
this world be caſt out, By the Groſy#be ſpoiled Principa- 
lities and Powers,&+ made 4 ſhew of them openly, triumphing 
over them in it, to their extreme confulion, in the view 
of Heaven and Earth. Although the Reſurrection and 
Aſcenſion of Chriſt are the proper adts of his Triumph, 
yet his Death is the ſole cauſe and original of it, the 


Rom.s. 6. 


Gal. & 


2 Col. 15. 


Nails and Spear that pierced his Body, were his omxi- - 


potent Arms, and the Croſs the inſtrument: of his Sut. 
ferings, was the Trophee of his Victory. All our triwmn- 
phant Palms are gathered from that Tree. *Tis there our. 
Saviour bruiſed the head of the old Serpent, and renew- 
ed his ancient Victory over him, 

And from hence it was, that upon the fir/t Preaching 
of Chriſt crucified, Oracles were {truck dumb, and put 


to 
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Chip: 20, to eternal ſilence, inviſible Powers were forced to 


i i. 


do him viſible honour. As the Riſing Sun cauſes 
the Night-birds to retire, ſo his Name chaſed the 
rout of falſe Deities into darkneſs. 


Meme? THY veer, #y 75 97H They continue to be our enemies, but 
@ cov mldG-, 5k EM orivorutel . 


TH avIponrss 0 "ACKAUTTOS , 
SIE MAG Tis TAY, xohspurvoy Divine Power ever appear more glo- 
oeZv. "Ame ÞÞ ala + op- rious than in our crucified Saviour ? 
140,%y 6iov wes vurrrg 4s TP He hath done greater things ſuffer- 


Cura metres avolaner jno as Man, than aRing as God, Th 
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not our lords. Now where did the 


Works of Creation and Providence 
are not equal to the effects of his 
Death. In the Creation a corruptible World was pro- 
duced from Nothing, which as it kad no diſpoſition, fo 
no contrariety to receive the form the Creator gave it : 
But the new-World of Grace that is immortal, was 
formed out of rebellious matter. The moſt eminent 
work of Providence was the drowning the Egyptians in 
the Red-Sea: But the ſpiritual Pharaoh and a Vhis Hoſts 
were drowned in his Blood. In ſhort, the Croſs hath 
opened Heaven to us, and wrought a miraculons change 
on the Earth. Burt this I ſhall more particularly —_ 
der under another Head of Diſcourſe, 

Fifthly, The Divine Power was eminently magnified 
in Chriſt's Reſurreion from the Grave. This was fore- 
told concerning the Mefiah by the Prophet David ſpeak- 
ing in the type, My fleſb ball reſt in hope, for thou wilt not 
leave my Soul in Hell, neither wilt thou ſuffer thy Holy One 
fo ſee corruption. As it was ordain'd by.God's Counſel, ſo 
'twas executed by his Power, This is deczfive,that He is 
the Mefjah. His other Miracles were performed by the 
Prophets, but this was ſingular and only done by the 
God of the Prophets. The reaſons of it prove,that 'twas 
equally neceſſary for his Glory and our Salvation. 

1. The Quality of his Perſon required it. For 
He 
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He was a Heavenly Man without Guilc, therefore im- TF15, 5 
mortal by the original Conſtitution of his Nature. (<= 
Death that is the wages of Sin had no power over him, 
He was ſubje& to it not. by the Law of his Conception, 
but the Diſpenſation of his Love not to ſatisfieNature, 
but racer + opr Salvation: Therefore the Eternal Law 
that annexes Immortality to Innocence, would not ſut- 
fer that he ſhould remain in the ſtate of Death, 

2.. The Nature of his Office made it neceſſary. As 

the Ozconomy of our Redemption required, that He 
thould deſcend from Heaven the Seat of his Glory, that 
by dying He might expiate our Sins , ſo after his lying 
in the Grave ſo long as to atteſt the seality of hisDeath, 
'twas neceſſary he Pould riſe again in order to his diſ- 
penſing the glorious Benefits He had purchas'd. The 
Apoſtle tells the Corinthians, If” Chriſt be not riſen, then * <* 15-4: 
our Preaching is in vain, and your faith is alſo in vain. 
For the Faith of Chriſtians hath a zhreefo/d reference, 
I, Tothe Perſon of Chriſt, that he is the Son of God. 
2. To his Death, that 'tis an all-ſufficient- Sacrifice 
for Sin. 3. To his Promiſe, that He will raiſe Believ- 
ers at the laſt Day. Now the Reſurrection of Chriſt is 
the Foundation of Faith in reſped of all theſe, 

1.. He wasdeclar'd to be the Son of God with Power, 
according to the Spirit of Holineſs, by the Reſurreftion Rom. 1. 4. 
from.the dead, He was the Son of God from Eternity 
as the Word, and from the firſt moment of his Incarna- 
tion as God-Man; But the honour of this Relation was 
much eclips'd in his poor Life,and ignominious Death. 

And. although his darkeſt night was. inlightened with 

ſome diſcoveries of his Deity,. yet they were tranſient 

and ſoon vaniſh'd. But in his Reſurre&ion God did 

publickly own him in. the face of the World; therefore 

he is repreſented, teſtifying from Heaven,Thow art my A* 13. 33- 
Son, this dey have I begotten thee, According __ 
Phraſe 


Chap, 20. 


x Tim. 3-16. 


Rom, 4+ 25. 
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Phraſe of Scripture,then things are ſaid to be when they 
conſpicuouſly appear, All the Miraculous proofs by 
which God acknowledged him for his Son daring his 
Life, had been ineffeQual without this. If he had re. 
main'd in the Grave ithad been reaſonable to believe 
him an ordinary perſon, and that his Death had been 
the puniſhment ot his preſumption ; but his ReſurreRi- 
on was the moſt .illuſtrious and convincing evidence, 
that he was what he declar'd himſelf tobe, For it is 
not conceivable that God ſhould put forth an Almigh- 
ty power toraiſe him,and thereby authoriſe his Uſurpa- 
tion, if by robbery he had afſumed that Glorious Title. 
He is therefore ſaid to be juſtified by the Spirit ,which raiſ: 
ed him, from all the accuſations of his Enemies, who 
charged him with Blaſphemy for making himſelf equal 
with God : Upon the evidence of it, Thomas adord him 
as his Lord and God, 

2. His ReſurreQtion is the moſt pregnant proof of the 
All-ſufficiency of his Satisfation, This was fpecial in 
the Death of Chriſt,that the Curfe of the Law accom- 
= it, and ſeemed like an Infinite weight to lie on 

is Grave, But inriſin in, the Value and Vertue 
of his Sufferings was fully declared, Therefore the A- 
poſtle tells us, that he was delivered for our Offences; and 
was raiſed again for our Fuſtification. Althongh his Death 
was ſufficient to merit our Pardon, yet fſmce Believers 
alone actually partake of the benefit, and' none could 
believe, if he had not roſe' from the Grave ; *tis clear 
his Death had been ineffeQual withour. it. 

3. OurFaith in his Promiſes to give” Life and Glo- 
ry to his Servants, is built on his ReſarreQion : for how 
could we believe him to be the Author of Life, who're- 
mained under the power of Death? How could he quick- 
en and glorifie us, who finally periſhe 2 1f he had 
been confined to the Grave, all our hopes' had been bu- 

ried 
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ried with him, But his Reſurrection is the Cauſe, Pa- FAD 
tern and Argument of ours : he did not only raiſe his ym np 
Body from the Grave, but his Church with him. Now 
the effecting this is attributed ro the Divine Power 
with a note of eminency : Chri#t was raiſed by the Glory gon, «. 4 
of his Father, that is, by his Power, whichin that Act 
was manifeſted in its full ſplendour z for what is ſtrong- 
er than Death? and more inexorable than the Grave * 
Omnipotency alone can break its Gates and looſe its 
Bands, 


© T— 


CH AP. XXI, 


The Divine Power was glorified in the Converſion of the 
World to Chriſtianity, Notwithſtanding the imaginary 
Infirmity in Chriſt Crucified, yet to the Called He was 
the Power of God, The numerous and great difficulties 
that obſtruited the receiving the Golpel. What the 
ſtate of the World was at the firit Preaching it, Igno- | 
rance was univerſal, Idolatry, and the depravation of 
Manners, were the conſequents of it, Idolatry was 
fortified by Cuſtom, Antiquity and external Pomp, 
The depravation of Manners was extreme, The prin- 
cipal account of it from their disbelieving a Future ſtate, 
and their attributing to their gods thoſe Paſſions and 
Vices that were pleaſing to the Fleſh. The averſion of 
the vulgar Heathens was ſtrengthened by thoſe in vene- 

. ration among them. The Philoſophers, Priefts and 
Princes vehemently oppoſed the Goſpel ; An account 
of their enmity againſt it. The conſideration of the 
Means by which the Goſpel was conveyed, diſcovers 
that Omnipotency alone made it ſucceſsful. The perſons 
employed were a few Fiſhermen without Authority and 
Power to force Men to CR and without Art. or 

Ft Eilo- 
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E loquence to inſinuate the belief of their Doctrine. The 
great; ſudden and laſtiug change. in the World by the 
Preaching of the Goſpel ts a certain Arganuent of the Di- 
vines Power that animated thoſeweak appearances. Idola- 
try was aboliſht, A miraculous change followed in the 
Lives of M:n. Chriſtians gave a divorce to all the 
ſinful delights of Senſe, and embraced for the honour of 
Chriſt thoſe things that Nature moſt abhors. A ſhort 
view of the Suffcrings and Courage of the Martyrs, 

Their Patience was inſpired from Heaven, Chriſtiani- 

ty was victorious over all oppoſition. The Divine Power 

will be gloriouſly manifeſted in the compleat Salvation of 
the Church at the laſt Day.Owr Saviour ſhall then finiſh 

his Mediatory Office. Death the laſt Enemy ſhall be de- 

ftroyed. The Bodies of the Saints ſhall be raiſed and con- 

formed to the glorious Body of Chrilt. 


6, FF He Divine Power was glorified in the Conver- 

T ſion of the World to Chriſtianity. The Apo- 
ſtle tells us, That Chriſt crucified was to the Jews a ſtum- 
bling block, and to the Gentiles fooliſhneſs. The Fews 
expected the Mefahto deliver them from temporal Ser- 
vitude, andeſtabliſh an univerſal Empire either by the 
force of Arms, or by the terrour of Signsand:Prodigies, 
as Moſes did againſt the Egyptians : Burt when inſtead 
of Power they ſaw nothing but Weakneſs, and inſtead 
of a glorious Triumph, a diſgraceful Puniſhment, they 
deſpiſed his Perſon,and rejected his Doctrine. But not- 
withſtanding this imaginary infirmity in Chriſt crucifi- 
ed, yet: 70 theſe that are called aecording to the Divine pur- 
poſe, He was the moſt excellent Power of God:It being more 
glorious to ſubdue the World to the Faith and Obedi- 
ence of a crucified Perſon, than if He had appeared with 
all the Powers of Heaven, and Princes of the Earth as 
his Attendants. For this reaſon the Apoſtle declares, He 


WAS 
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wasnot aſbamed of the Goſpel of Chri#t, it being the Power 


of God to Salvation to all that believe, to the Jew firſt, and 


alſo to the Greek, And he prays for the Epheſians, That 
the eyes of their underſtandings being enligh tened, they 
might know what is the exceeding greatneſs of his Power to 
wsward who believe, according to the working of his migh- 
ty Power which He wrought in Chriit when Ww raiſed him 
from the dead, and ſet him at his own right hand in the 
Heavenly places. He uſes various and lofty expreſſions, 
as if one had been inſufficient to ſignifie the extent and 
efficacy of that Power which produc'd the Faith of 
Chriſt m the Heathens. And if we duly conſider things 
it will appear, that the terms of the Apoſtle are not too 
ſtrong and hyperbolical, but juſt and' equal to the degree 
of Power requiſite for the accompliſhment of that great 
work. For the underſtanding of this, I will conſider 
three things. 1. The numerous and great difficulties 
that obſtrued the receiving of the Sf pel. _ 2. The 
quality of the means by which *twas conveyed and be- 
came ſucceſsful. $3. The, eminent, ſudden, univerſal 
and laſting change made by it in the World. 

I. The numerous and great difficulties that obſtrut- 
ed the receiving of the Goſpel. © This will appear by re- 
preſenting the ſtate and diſpoſition ofthe Wotldzat that 
rime when it was firſt preached, 

Firft, Ignorance was Univerſal, a deep thick dark- 
neſs LAS. the face of the Earth. Arid the conſequents 
of that groſs palpable Ipriorddce, were execrable Idola- 
try and the moſt notorious deprivation ofManners. 
| T1, Execrable Idolatry : for as in the night Spedtres 
walk.fo in the times of Ignorance, the Prince of dark- 
neſs made his progreſs in the Earth. Hereign'd inthe 
hearts of Men, atid iri the places df their Devotion, 
The whole World was filFd with Idols of ſeveral Forms 

and Myſteries, ſome m— others terrible according 
Fitz to 
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_ -Chap. 21.9 the humour of Superſtition, For many Ages Satan. 
LYN had kept peaceable poſſefſion of his Empire : for the 
Ignorant World did not underſtand its Miſery, but 
willingly paid that honour to the cruel Ufſurper, that 
was only due to the Lawtul Sovereign, They were con- 
firm'd in their Idolatry by ſeveral things : 
x. They were trained up in.it from their Infant Rate, 
Now the firſt perſwaſtons. of the mind though: groſly 
falſe,and ill habits do ſtrangely captivate, and are with 
difficulty reinoved ; becauſe the concurrence of thoſe 
faculties is requiſite, which are under the Power of 
Errour and Vice. No Tyraat is ſo exactly obey'd as 
Cuſtom, eſpecially in thingy eſteem'd Sacred: for the 
conceit that the Service is pleaſing to theDeity, renders 
men incapable to believe any thing that contradidts it. 
"Twas as hard to make the Gentiles forſake the Religi- 
on they received from their Birth, and to looſe the im- 
preſfſions made in their tender Age,as to make the A4fri- 
cans cliange their Skin and become fair, and the Euro- 
peans to turn black : for the tinfure which rhe Religi- 
on practiſed in each Country conveys to the Souls of 
Men..is as deep and laſting as that which the Sun im- 
preffes upon their bodies, according ta the diverſity of 
its Aſpects. 
2. The Pagan Religion was derived through a long 
ſucceſſion from their Progenitors. Antiquity brings I 
know nat what reſpe@ to things, but 'ris ſpecially vene- 
b rable in matters of Religion. There- 
Vid. Sym. in relat. ad Tinperar. Majo- fore the Heathens accuſed the Chri- 
rum cxcpert cikiplinan, Relieve? ſtan. Religion of Novelty, and urg: 
ratis artribuere conſuevit, quantum aſt- ed nothing MOTre plauſibly than the 
— - ang ny on Argument of ;»:memoria/Preſcription 
Prudent, .for their Superſtition, They would 
not conſider whether it were juſt and 
reaſonable, but with a. blind deference yielded up 7 | 
| elves 
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ed not to condemn their Parents and Fr.ends, that had 
gone before them in the Road of Damnation, but choſe 
todye in their Idolatry. So hard is it to reliſt the cur- 
rent of the World, and to reſcue our ſelves from the 
Bondage of popular Errours, 

3- The Pomp of the Pagan Worſhip was very plea- 
ſing to the fleth, The Magnificence of their Temples 
adorn'd with the Trophies of Superſtition, their Myſte- 
rious Ceremonies, their Muſick, their Proceſſions, their 
Images and Altars, their Sacrifices and Purifications, 
and the reſt of the Equipage of. a carnal Religion, drew 
their refpeRs,and ſtrongly affeted their M ind: through 
their Senſes: Whereas the Religion of the Goſpel 
is Spiritual and ſerious, holy and pure, and hath 
nothing to move the Carnal part. Now how difficult 
was it to overcome Paganiſm when. fortified by Anti- 
quity,Univerſality,and ſo agreeable toSenſe? How hard 
was it to free men from the double Tyranny of Cuſtom 
from without, and blind Aﬀections trom within. 

2. The depravation of Manners was ſuch in the Hea- 
then World, that if the unclean Spirics had been incar- 
nate, and taken their refidence among Men, they could 
not_ have acted worſe Villanies. The whole Earth was 
covered with Abominations, as Egypt with the Frogs 
that Poiſoned the whole Climate, We may ſee a pict- 
ure of their converſation in the fir#f tothe Romans, And 
it could not be otherwiſe : For as the Apoſtle ſaich, 
Thoſe who are drunk are drunk inthe night ; lo when the 


Mind is darkened with Tgnorance and Errour, the At-- 


fections are corrupted, and Men give up themſelyes to 
the unfruttful works of darkneſs. Unnatural Crimes were 
committed even among the Grecians and Romans.with 
that liberty, as if no ſpark of common Reaſon had re- 
mained.in them, The moſt filthy Luſts had loſt the fear 
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ſclves to the Authority of the Ancients. They reſolv- Thap, 21. 
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Chap. 2 1 , 3nd ſhame that naturally attends them. They eſteem- 
WYWYNg Ed thoſe things to be the means to obtain — 
that were cauſes of the contrary. They plac'd their 
Sovereign Good in extreme Evil, ze, ſinful Pleaſures, 
They were encouraged to work all uncleanneſs with gree- 
dineſs, not only upon the account of preſent Impunity, 
for their Laws left almoſt all Vices indifferent but what 
diſturbed the tranquillity of the State, and not only by 
the multitude of Examples, ſo that Vices by their com- 
monneſs had loſt their names, and were ſtiled Yertues, 
Ayudeos tota nay *twas a Crime to appear innocent among the guilty; 
mpurtj. but principally becauſe they thought themſelves ſecure 
tas, M, Fel. as to a future ſtate : For either they wholly disbelieved 
it, and 'tis congruous that thoſe who think to die like 
Beaſts, ſhould live like Beaſts ; or elſe by attributing to 
Fe cuntta lice- their Deities thoſe Paſſions and Vices that ſo powertully 
re crecimu5;Et reigned in themſelves, they were ſtrongly perſwaded no 
magnorumes- Puniſhment would be inflicted. For how could the gods 
—_— Heo-., make them Sacrifices to their Juſtice, who were compa- 
tempting her nions with them in their Crimes ? Or revenge the imi- 
brother toin= tation of their own ations ? This was to caſt down the 
celt. Oved, : 
Mer. l. 9 Fab. banks, and to let the torrent of corrupt Nature break 
7- forth in all its fury. As St, Auſtin obſerves of Homer, 
the father of Poetical Fictions, that repreſenting theMur- 
ders, Thefts and Adulteries of their gods, he made 
Corel. At. thoſe Sins divine Properties, and effeually commend- 
que in Deam ed them to the Heathens : @wiſquis ea feciſcet, won ha- 
"_— perditos ſed caleſtesDeos a; oe imitatus. 
Soniru concu- he gives an inſtance of this from a Comedy of Terence, 
Ego non” here” A VICIOUS young man is introduced, reporting 
fcerem: Ego how he animated himſelf to (2tisfie his bruſh luſt, as 
IS... having noleſs a Deity than Fupiter for his Maſter and 
Ter. Eunuch. Model, In ſhort, the Theology of the P agans inflamed 
them to the bold commiſſion of every pleaſant Sin, The 
Hiſtory of their gods was ſo interſpreſt with the moſt 


infamous 


in Contriving Man's Redemption, 
infamous Impurities, that at the firſt reading, Yerterunt 
pupillas Virgines in Meretrices; They loſt the Virginity 
ot cheir Eyes, then of their Souls, and then of their Bo- 
dies. Now the Goſpcl is a holy Diſcipline that for- 
bids all exceſſes, that enjoyns univerſal Purity and 
Chaſtity ; ſo that when it was firſt preach'd tothe Hca- 
thens, they thought it impoſſible to be obeyed, vn- 
leſs Men were Angels without Bodies, or Statues with- 
out Souls, 

I thall add further, That the averſion of the Heathens 
from Chriſtianity was much ſtrengthened by thoſe who 
were in Veneration among them,and vehemently op- 
poſed it, And they were the Philoſophers greatly 
eſtcem'd for Wifdom, their Prieſts that had dominion 
over their Conſciences, and theirPxinces that had pow- 
er over their ſtates and lives, 

1. Philoſophers vehemently oppoſed the receiving of 
the Goſpel, At the firſt viewit may be juſt matter of 
wonder that they ſhould be enemies to it, whether we 
conlider the objects of Faith, or the rules of Life laid 
down in it, The objects of Faith were new and noble, of 
infinite beauty and profit,and moſt worthy of a rational 
Contemplation to be exerciſed upon them : Now that 
the Philoſophers who were ſo diligent to improve their 
minds, who receiv'd with complacency truths of a lower 
deſcent, and of infinitely leſs importance, ſhould reject. 
Evangelical Truths, ſublime in their Nature, ſaving in 
their Efficacy,and reveal'd from-Heaven, what account 
can begiven of it ? Tertullian reproaches them with rea- 
ſon, That the Chriſtian Faith was the only thing,which 
Curioſity did not tempt them to ſearch into : 
lum curiofitas humana torpeſcit. Belides, whereas the 
Goſpel is a plain and pertect Inſtitution for the govern- 
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Hic ſo- Apol. c. 1. 


mentof Life, wholly co nverſantabout the Souls of men, 


andafſſures a Bleſſedneſs infinitely more excellent than 
was 
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Thap. 21, Was ever thought of by chem, it might. have been ex- 
ou. pedted that thoſe who in regard of Morality ſeemed 
moſt to approach to it, and whoſe profeſt deſign was 
to ſearch atter Happineſs, ſhould have readily entertain- 
ed and uſed their beft endeavours to have drawn others 
to embrace it, But if we conſider things aright, our 
wonder will vaniſh : for their Knowledg and Morality 
which in themſelves were Preparatives, yet accidental- 
ly hindred their ſubmiſſion to the Geſpe/,and cauſed the 
moſt potent prejudiccs againſt it ; and that upon a dou- 
account : 
Firſt, Of Pride, Secondly, Of Satisfaction in their 
Own way. 
Mundi Philo. _ T+ Pride was their Univerſal Diſeaſe : they had a li- 
ſophus eſt glo- beral eſteem of themſelves as raiſed above the common 
riz animal * rank of Men, and were lovers of Glory more than of 
Nenummo- Wiſdom, And becauſe Philoſophy had inſtructed them 
I in ſome truths, they believed its falſe as well as true 
Hier,  Aidtates, andconcluded all things impoſſible that did 
not concur with their old Tenents: they admitted no 
higher Principle than natural Reaſon, and utrerly rejc- 
ed Divine Revelation ; which was as unreaſonable as if 
one that-never ſaw but the light of a Candle, ſhould con- 
tend there was no other light in the World. Now a per- 
* ſon thatdoth not believe Divine Revelation, is wholly 
unqualified to judge of ſupernatural Myfteries.For till 
the Authority of the Revealer is ſubmitted to, he can- 
not truly conſider their Cauſe and their End. Beſides, 
they lookt on it as a reproach, that any ſecret ſhould be 
revealed to others and not to them. It ſeemed to darken 
their Glory,that any School ſhould be more knowin 
than theirs, Therefore they choſe tobe Inſtructors >? 
Error, rather th2n Diſciples to the Truth. Add further, 
| they thought their honour concerned to defend the 
Principles they had once eſpouſed, From hence aroſe 
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the great canteftations between chemſelyes, - accompa- Chap,z 1, 
nied with Invettives and Satyrs, being very jealous tor LAN 


their.Opinions, and paſſionate for the intereſt of their 
Sets. Now the Goſpel was in ſome things contrary to 
all of them, ſo that being imperious and impatient of 
contradiction and toucht in their tenderelt part,no won- 
der they were ſo violent againſt ir. They were unwil- 
ling to receive aDoctrine that diſcovered their errours, 8 
leflened their eſteem, Our Saviour asks the Jews, How 
can ye believe which receive honour one from axother, and 
and ſeek not the honour which comes from God only ? He pro- 
pounds it as an impoſſible thing. The Goſpel would (trip 
them of all their pretended excellencies, and deveſt them 
of many vain Conceptions adorned with ſo much art,and 
commanded as its firſtArticle,they ſhould humbly reſign 
their underſtandings toDivineRevelation;this they lookc 
on as a ſubmiſſion unworthy of their refined ſtrongSpirits. 
2, They had ſatisfaQtion in their own imperfect 
Vertues. Becauſe they did ſome things to recover the 
Humane Nature from its degenerate ſtate, they were 
more confirmed in their Infidelity than the groſleſt Ido- 
laters and the moſt vicious Perſons. For the more pro- 
bable Arguments they had to obtain Happineſs in their 
own way, the more obſtinately they retuſed any other, 
They thought there was no need of Supernatural Re- 
velation to dire&, nor of Supernatural Grace to aſſiſt 
them; but without the Interceſſion of a Saviour, and 
the power of the Holy Spirit, they had ſelt-ſufficicncy 
to obtain perfection and *elicity, Like fooliſh Chymifts 
that have melted away a great part of their Eſtates in 
vain,and little remaining to ſupport their wretched lives; 
yet in expetation of the great E/zxtr create in their fan- 
cics-treaſures of Gold,and inrich themaſclves.So the Phi- 
loſophers who waſted their time and ſpirits tn ſearching 
after Happineſs to little purpoſe, although the delt of 
Ggg their 
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T1577, theirPrinciples andthe height of their Vertue,were in- 

go ' ſufficient to ſupport them under any preſſing Affliction; 

yet they had vain hopes of obtaining perfect Tranquil- 

lity and Content by them, Now the Goſpel com- 

manding an inrire renouncing of our ſelves, to embrace 

the ſole Goodneſs and Will vf God, it was hard for 

thoſe who were ſo fall of pride and vanity to reliſh-a 

Dodrine ſo contrary to them, Intruth, whatever the 

Philoſophers pretended concerning the incredibility that 

the Son of God ſhould ſuffer Death, yet it was not ſo 

much the Croſs to which Chriſt was nailed by his Enc- 

PO "SOR; > EEE PI mies that made them reject the Goſ- 

ws Dis & perzcruumorium, & quan» PEl, As theother Croſs to which Fe- 

dam ex arroganva autoritatem 2 24nt- [16s would faſten them, 4. 6. the ſtrict 

2 ane -— whoa wongy in. and holy Diſcipline to which he 

rexcu:ibus ipſi vixiis madentes, 2-vc. commands them to ſubmit, A Dif 

—_ cipline that condemns their vain boa- 

ſting of Wiſdom & Vertue, that mortifies ſenſual plea- 

ſures, which many of the Philoſophers indulged them- 

felves in ,notwithſtanding all their diſcourſes of the pur- 

gative and illuminative lite, And that this was the real 

Cauſe of their rejeQing a crucified Saviour is evident: : 

For they knew that Sufferings of the worſt kind'are not 

always infamous, but muſt be eſteemed according to the 

quality of their Cauſes and Ends, Thoſe who tor pub- 

lick good generouſly expoſe themſelves to diſgrace and 

miſery, are honoured for their heroic courage as Patri- 

. - ,...; Ots of the nobleſt ſtrain. And 'tis not unuſual for pers 

ans 2 4x52 Tons of extraordinary Wiſdom and Vertue to ſuffer in 

verry, the World, Their preſence andexample- upbraid the 

OS: vitious and wound their Spirits,as a great Light diſtem- 

xv240:74 7% pered-and ſore eyes.. And ſome of them acknowledged 

Pen a. the Wiſdom of Providence in permitting this for an ex- 

anne -=- cellent end, that Vertue tried in the fire might be more 
” At mt, 


X.\.2.derepub, TEſplendent, * P/atoan eminent Phuloſopher deſcribes a 
| | mary. 
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man truly juſt,by this proof of his Integrity,that he ſhall 
ſuffer the loſs of eſtate and honour, be ſcourged, rackt, 
bound, and have his eyes pluckt out, and atter the en- 
during all miſeries, at laſt be crucified. Socrates ſo admi- 
red by them, was ſo _— by che malice of his Enc- 
mies, that he was con ed to die by Poiſon: Yet 
this was ſo far from obſcuring his Reputation, that his 
ſuffering Death was eſteemed the moſt noble effect of 
his Courage,and the moſt excellent proof of his Vertue. 
Why then ſhould they make a contrary judgment of 
our Redeemer's Sufferings z whoſe Innocence was per- 
tet, and whoſe Patience was ſo Holy and Divine, that 
in the midſt of His torments he prayed for his Murde- 
rers ? No reaſon can be juſtly alledged, bur ſome dar- 
ling luſt ſpiritual or fleſhly which they were reſolved to 
cheriſh. The light that comes from above illuminates 
the humble, and dazles the proud. The | proemh cay 
of their own knowledg, was the cauſe of their pro- 
digious ſtupidity. Simple ignorance is not ſo dange- 
rous as errour : a falſe light that deceives and leads to 
precipices, is worſe than darkneſs. We find therefore 
that none were fiercer enemies to the Goſpel than the 
Philoſophers. 


The ſacred ſtory tells us, that when the Apoſtle 
preachr at Arhens, that was as much the ſeat of vSu- 
perſtition as of Sciences : the Epicureans and Stoicks 
though moſt oppolite in their Principles, yet con- 
ſpired to encounter him ; they entertained him with 
ſcorn, what will this Babler ſay * and his ſucceſs was 
but ſmall there, He that filht with a net in other 
places, and-brought great numbers to Baptiſm, did 
there only. with an angle, and caught but ove or two 
Souls. And in the progreſs of the Goſpe/they perſiſted 
in their oppoſition, The moſt grave and vertuous a- 
Ggg 2 mong 
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Ch35 IT, among them cenſur'd'the Martyrs as foolhardy ia their 
A. generous Sufferings! for the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, A»- 
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zoninus accuſed the Chriſtizns of 
obſtinacy in their readineſs to eadure 
Torments. Arria»w repreſents their 
Courage as proceeding from a cuſto- 
mary contempt of Death, which he 
oppoles ro Judgment and Reaſon. 
Creſcens the Cynick was the Perſecu- 
tor of Juſtin Martyr. In all Ages 


the Goſpel felt the ſharp points of their malicious Wits, 
They deſpiſcd it as an ill-contrived Fable, as the enter- 


Nemo accedat cruditus, nemo ſapiens, 
neme prudens, arcemus enim tales: 
Quid fi quis eſt indoQus,. infipiens -zin- 
fans, fidenter veniat.. Hoc padto ſatis 
apparet, quod ſolos faruos, 1g nares, 


tainment of ſmall Underſtandings; 
and Faith, as the Prefidium of the 
weak and illiterate, who were inca- 
pable of conſideration.. Now when 


ſbolidos, mancipla, - np ow Tx thoſe who were in higheſt reputation 
70s ent iciant, MAX 1708, 37 Ae . . - . 
davanh in Boift, ad Se. Augsft, —FTOx their Morality and Learning, diſ- 


Joh. 7.48. 


countenanced Chriſtianity, it was a 
ſtrong Argument to-move the vulgar :Heathens to-judg 
of it as a meer deluſion. In our Saviour's time 'twas 
urged-as a ſufficient reaſon againſt the receiving of Him 
as ſent from God, Becauſe none of the Phariſees, the moi 
learned and moſt likely to underſtand thePropheſies con-- 
cerning the M-ſrah; believed ox-him. 

2. The Heathen Prieſts vehemently obſtructed the re- 
ception of the Goſpel ;; for: their Intereſt was ſpecially 
concern'd upon'the account of their reputation & gain. 
With greatArt they had kept 'thePeople-in Ignorance 
for along time: They perſwaded them that their Idolas 
trousCeremonles,Sactifices andFeſtivals made the gods 
favourable,and were the ſupreme-cauſes: of theirProſpe- 
rity; and that ill ſucceſs-in War, publick difaſters;great 


eontagions'werefent for the neglect of theirService:From 
- this Fountainall:Superſtitionwas deriv'd, Now'if the 


Doctrine: 


_ of oo "A bids the Worſhi #2 
| Dodtine of Chit (cat feifly forbids he Works —_ 
of Idols) were received, who would attend to their old —_— 
Lies « Who would purchaſe their deceitful Promiſes * 
Who would maintain them with prodigal Donatives * 
Who would eſteem them divine men £ They muſt loſe 
their honour and ſupport, and for their Fables be the 
fcorn of the Multitude. 'Tis no wonder then that their 
Paſſions ſhould be cdged, and their Endeavours furious 
in oppaling the Truth. And ſince the People had a 
reverend regard for their Office, and a high opinion of 
their Wiſdom, Authoricy and Sanity, they readily 
joined with themin their oppoſition. 

3. Princes who were ador'd by the People, thought 
themſelves,obliged to prevent the introduction of a new Vulgaria lo- 
Religion, leſt their Empire (bould be in hazard, or the So 

. Majelty agd Greatneſs of it leſſen'd, For Religion be- non habendos, 
ing the true Foundation of publick Peace,every change ©2956 
in it is ſuſpected as dangerous, and likely to bring ſome 
eminent alteration in the State.. St. Paul was accuſed At. 16. 21; 
for teaching Cuſtoms which were not lawful for them 
to obſerve being Romans, And in after-times Chriſti- 

.4#5 were condemn'd as ſeditious and mutinous, and 
their Aſſembly as riotous and unlawful... And 'tis ob-- 
ſervable that there never was a leſs favourable conſticu- 
tion of time, than. when. the Goſpel was firſt preacht, 

For T;beriws was extremely cruel and extremely jealous 

of all novelty that might diſturb his repoſe.. And ers gm 6. 
the bloodieſt Tyrant that eyer ſat on theRoman Throze, *m Roma 

.endeavour'd toſtrangle Chriſtianity inthe Cradle, | pms rage 

Befides,.the Doctrine of Chriſt was not only new and Ter-. Scorp,. 

ſtrange, but ſevere ; for it gives no diſpenſation for 

Perſons of the. higheſt rank from univerſal duty. Tis 

'the Law-of God, to whom all are equally ſubje, and. 

muſt be equally obedicnt, It gives rules without ex- 


ception,to the Court as well as the Cottage ; to thoſe 
cloath'd: 
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cloath'd inPurple and thoſe inSackcloth:it condemns the 
greateſt for Delinquents and guilty of Erernal Death, 
if they do not abandon thoſe pleaſures to which cor- 
rupt Nature and many morg Temptations violently in- 
cline them. Now the Heathen Princes who were prof. 
perous ahd vicious, could not reliſh/a m_ that re- 
trencht their exorbitant deſires, and ſtritly forbade 
their unconfin'd enjoyment of ſenſual dehghts,which they 
eſteem'd thePrerogative annext to theirfupremeDignity; 
and the minds of Subjects are tainted with dependance 
on the powerful. From what hath been diſcours'd, we 
may judg how great reſiſtance the Goſpel met with in 
its firſt publication, For all things that can make an 
enterpriſe impoſſible, were united together againſt it, 
Wiom and Power, the pleaſures of Sin and zeal for 
Religion, the Underſtandings and Wills of Men were 
combin'd in oppoſition to its progreſs; the Learned and 
Ignorant, Magiſtrates and People,Men andDevils joyn'd 
ro ſuppreſs it. Hell was in a Commotion, and the 
Prince of Darkneſs in Arms, not to ſuffer the Crowns 
of ſo many Kingdoms to fall from his Head, which for 
ſo many ages he had kept : He was enrag'd to loſe the 
Homage and Service, eſpecially of the more knowing 
Nations, as the Grecians and Romans , who, by how 
much the more capable of truth, with ſo much the more 
art to the diſhonour of God for a long time had been 
kept under his Deceit. 

2, If we conſider the means by which the Goſpel was 
conveyed, it will be more evident that Omnipotence a- 
lone made it ſucceſsful. When Chriſt came from Hea- 
ven to convert the World, it had been according to the 
Law of reaſon more ſuitable to his Purpoſe, to have been 
born at Rowe the ſeat of the Empire, wherein the con- 
fluence of all Nations met, than in an obſcure-corner, 
So when the Apoſtles were firſt ſent forth to popes 

the 
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the Goſpel, humane prudence would judg, that they Chap. 21. 
ſhould have been aſſiſted either with Authority and WV 


Power, or with Learning and Eloquence, to compel or 
perſwade to a ſubmiſſion to it. But if there had been. 
any proportion between the quality of the inſtruments 
and the effects produced, the Goſpel had. been eſteemed 
a Dodtrine purely Humane, The immediate Agents. 
had been inticuled to all the honour by the ſuffrage of the 
Senſes;and their proper ſufficiency would have obſcured 
the Vertue of Chriſt that wrought in 


Elegit humiliter notos, inhonoratos, 
them. Therefore God choſe the weak ia—es, ut quicquid magnum efſenr 


things of the world,toconfound the migh.. Sfacerens, ipſe. incis efſer & faceret. , 
Amuge deCrvit. Dev. lib. 18. C 49+ 


ty; and baſe things of the World, and 


things which are deſpiſed hath God choſen : Yea and things * <1 7: 


that are not tobring to nought things that are, that his 
Glorious Power may be fully manife:d . Chriſtianity (like 
its Author) ſprang as 4 root out of a dry ground, and yu 
into a fair ſtrong Tree,,not by humane planting and wa- 
tering but the miraculous influences of Heaven, 

The perſons employed were a few fſbermen, with a 
Publican and. a Tent-maker, without Authority and 
Power to force Mex to obedience, and without the 
charms of Eloquence to infinuate the belief of the Do- 
drines they delivered. And with. theſe diſadvantages 
they could never have conceived a thought, much leſs 
had Courage to attempt the great impoſhbility of Con- 
verting the whole World to Chriſt, and ſubjeQing the 
heads of Princes,and the learned and wiſe, to the foot of 
a.crucified Perſon, without the Divine aſliſtance.. 

I, They were without Authority and Power, O- 
ther Religions were eſtabliſhed in ſeveral Nations, by 
perſons of the greateſt Eminency 8& Credit among them. 
That of the Perſians by Zoroattresgthat of the Egyptians 
by Hermes, that of the Grecians by Orphexs, that of the 
Romans by Numa, all Kings, or of great Reputation for 


their: 
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Chap, 2 1 their Wiſdom and Vertne; and they were received with- 
LY NJ out contradiftion. For being correſpondent to the cor- 


rupt inclinations of M-», it was not ſtrange that the 
Princes had either capacity to invent them, or power to 
plant them. Andin later times Mahomet opened a way 
for his Religion by his ſword, and advanced it by his 
Conqueſt, Now 'tis no wonder that a Religion ſo plea- 
Gng to the lower appetites, that gives licence to all cor- 
rupt affe&ions in the preſent Lite, and promiſes a ſen- 
ſual Paradiſe ſuitable to beaſts in the future, ſhould be 
.embraced by thoſe who were ſubject to his arms. - Bur 
the Apoſtles were meanly born and educated, withour 
credit and reputation, deſtitute of all humane ſtrength, 
and had only a Crucified Perſon for their leader, Chri- 
ſKianity was expoſed naked in the day of its birth, with- 
out any ſhelcer from ſecular Powers. 

2. They had not the advantage of Art and Eloquence 
to commend their Religion, There is a kind of charm 
in Rhetorick that makes things appear otherwiſe than 
they are: the beſt cauſe it ruins, the worſt it confirms, 
Truth, though in it ſelf invincible, yet by it ſeems to be 
overcome; and Errour obtains a falſe triumph, We have 
2 viſible proof of this in the Writings of Celſus,Symma- 
chus, Cecilizs and others for Paganifm againſt Chriſti- 
anity. What a vaſt Jifference is there between the lyes 
and filthineſs of the one, and the Truth and Santtity of 
the other ? Yet with what admirable addreſs did they 
manage that infamous Subje&t ? Although it ſeemed 
incapable of any defence, yet they gave ſuch'coloursto 
it, by the beauty of their exprefſions,and thfir apparent 
reaſons,that it ſeemed plautiblez and Chriſtianity not- 
withſtanding its brightneſs” and purity was made odious 

to the people. But the Apoſtles were'moſt of chem wholly 
unlearned. St, Paul himfelf acknowledges that he *was 


2.Cor.2.4. weak in preſence, and his Specch was mit with the entice- 
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ing words of Mans Wiſdom, A crucified Chriſt was all 
their Rhetorick, Now theſe impotent deſpicable 
Perſons, were imployed to ſubdue the World to the 
Croſs of Chriſt ; and in that ſeaſon, when the Roman 
Empire was at its height, when the moſt rigorous Seve- 
rities were uſed againſt all Innovations, when Philoſo- 

hy and Eloquence were in their flower and vigour ; fo 
that Truth unleſs adorned with the dreſs and artifice of 
falſhood was deſpiſed, and a Meſſage from God himſelf, 
unleſs eloquently conveyed, had no force to perſwade. 
Therefore the Apoſtles debaſed themſelves in the ſenſe 


of their own weakneſs, We have this treaſure in earthen , cg, _ 


veſſels, that the Excellency of the power may be of God,and 
not of us. Twas from diſtruſt of themſelves, their true 
confidence in- God proceeded. They were only fo far 
powerful as he enabled them: like inſtruments in which 
there is not Virtue ſufficient for the carving of a Statue, 
if they do not reccive it impreſt from the Artificer that 
uſes them. Briefly, as God the Author of Wonders 
uſes that which is weak in Nature, to conquer the moſt 
rebellious parts of it ; He makes the weak ſand a more 
powerful bridle to the impetuous Element of Waters, 
than the ſtrongeſt banks raiſed by the induſtry of Me», 

and ——_— of the moſt ſolid materials: fo he was 

leaſed by a few artleſs impotent perſons to confound 

the Wiſdom, and overcome the Power of the World. 

3. The great ſudden and laſting Change that was 
made in the World by the Preaching of the Goſpel,is a 
certain Argument of the Divine Power that animated 
thoſe mean appearances, and that no inſtrument is weak 
in God's hands, 

1. The greatneſs of the Change is ſuch that it was 
only poſſible-to Divine Power.. 'Tis a great Miracle to 
render ſight to the Blind, but 'tis more miraculous to in- 
lighten the Dark mind, to ſee the truth and beauty of 

Hhh SupeT- 
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The Harmony of the Divine Attribukes 
Cupernatural Myſteries; when'they are diſguis'd under 
reproach and ſad repreſentations, and effeftually to be- 
lieve them ; eſpecially when the' inferiour appetite is 
ſo contrary toFaith,” *Tis a prodigy to raiſe the Dead, 
but 'tis more admirable to fanRtifte an habituated fin- 
ner. For in comparing the quality of thoſe Miracles, 
that is the greateſt, in the performing whercof 
God is diſcover'd ro. be the abſolute Lord of the greater 
Naure : Now tne intellefual Nature is ſapertour to 
the corporeal, Beftdes, there is no contradiction from 
a Dad body againſt the Divine Power in raiſing it , on 
the contrary, it any Senſe were remainingzit would ar- 
dently defire to be reſtar'd'to the full enjoyment of Life: 
but corrupt Nature is molt oppolite to renewing Grace, 
And in this/ſence ourSaviour's promiſe to the Diſciples 
was principally accompliſhed ; Fertly I ſay unto you, He 
that believes on me, the works that I do ſhall he do alſo, 
and greater works than theſe ſhalt he do, becauſe I,go to the. 
father. | For the ſtr2ni5e Converſion of the Gentiles by 
the preaching of the Goſpel, was the moſt divine and: 
powerful work of our Saviour in Glory, after his ſend- 
ing the Holy Ghoſt, and exceeded all the miraculous 
operations ' performed: by him on the Earth. The. 
glofious light of Truth ſcattered the thick and ter- 
rible darkneſs of Ignorance and Errour, that was 
ſo univerſal, The Goſpel in its power andthe quality 
of its effe&ts, was like thoſe words, Let there be Light, 
which the Eternal Word pronounced upon the confuſed 
Chaos, and infuſed a Soul and Life into the World. 
The clear knowledg of God in his Nature,and Glorious 
Works of Creation and Redemption, of the duty of 
Man,of the future tate, was communicated to the mean- 
eſt underſtandings. And-in proportion ro the Light of 
Faith, ſuch was the meaſure of Piety and Holineſs. 
1dolatry that had Number, Antiquity, Authority of 


it's 
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"its fide, was intirely aboliſhe. The falſe Deities were Ghz. rx. 
caſt out of the Temple ; and the Croſs of Chriſt was , Ay 
planted in the Hearts of Men, The pure beams of the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs quickly extinguiſht the fires ot 
the Devil s Altars,and the real Miracles pertormed by 
theDivinePower expos'd his lying wonders to contempt. 
Accordingly the Apoſtle tells the Theſſalonians; For 
they themſelves ſhew of us, what manner of entring in we 
had unto you, and how ye turned to God from Idols, to ſerve 
the Living and true God, and to wait for his Son from Hea- 
ven, whom he raiſed from the Dead, even Feſus which de- 
livered us from the wrath to come, Innumerable from 
ſecret Atheiſm and publick Gentiliſm were converted to 
acknowledg and accept of the Redeemer tor their Lord. 
What could produce ſuch a marvelous change in the 
World but an Almighty Power ? How ſeemingly im- 
poſſible was it to —_— many, who were proud 1n their 
natures, perverſe in their cuſtoms, and indub'tably af- 
ſenting to their falſe. Religions, from ſuch a diſtance 
as the Worſhip of innumerable Deities, to adore a Cru- 
cified God 2 *Twas admirable that Alexander broke the 
Perfian Empire with an Army of Thirty Thouſand: but 
what is there comparable in that Conqueſt; to the Acts 
of the Apoſtles How much leſs difficult is-it for ſome 
Nations to change theirKings, than for all to chan 
their Gods * How far more eahie is it to overcome Z 
Bodies of Men, than ſubduc their - Souls. © Upon 
the moſt exat inquiry, [there will never be found 
in humane nature any .cauſe capable ro produce ſuch 
an effect, nor in the Records of all Ages any example 
like it, 

- Add to this the excellent Reformation in the hearts 
and lives of Men. "As their underſtandings, ſo their 
wills and affections, the ſources of action,were miracu- 
louſly alter'd, What the Sages of che World could not 
Hhh 2 _- 
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Chap. 21, fe in afew ſele& Perſons, the Goſpel hath done in 
SY great numbers; nay raiſ'd them above all their feigned L 
deas, above'the higheſt pitch of their Proud Philoſophy. 
Thoſe ſtrong and Drank. pafſions, which Natural Rea- 
ſon was as unable to reſtrain as a threed of 61k is to go- 
vern a fierce beat, the Goſpel hath tamed and brought 
into order : It hath executed what Ph:/oſophy durſt ne- 
ver enterpriſe deſpairing of ſucceſs. The Goſpel over- 
came all thoſe carnal reluancies that ſeem'd infupara- 
ble: it made the Wiſe-men of the World reſign their 
Reaſon to Faith , it perſwaded Carnal Men to mortity 
the Flcſh, the Ambitious to deſpiſe ſecular Honours, the 
Voluptuous to renounce their Pleaſures,theCovetous to 
diſtribute their Goods to the Poor, the Injur'd and In- 
cenſed to forgive their Enemies, and all this for Love 
to God,an affeftion unknown to all other Laws and [n- 
ſtitutions, Where-ever it came it miraculouſly tranſ- 
form'd Pagans into Chriſtians, which was as truly Won- 
derful as tor the Bafilisk to part with its Poiſon, for a 
Wolf to be chang'd into a Lamb, nay, for Dogs, (ſuch 
were the Gentiles in our Saviour's Language ) to be 
chang d into Angels of /;ght and purity. An eminent in- 
ſtance we have of its efficacy in the Corinthians, who in 
their Heathen ftate were guilty of the vileſt enormities : 
But after their receiving the Goſpel, the Apoſtle teſti- 
2Cor . 6.1011 fies,they were waſbed, Santtified,& Fuſtified in the name of 
the Lord Feſws,and by the Spirit of ourGod, Fuftin Mar- 
zyr tells Triphon, that thoſe who had been ſtain'd with all 
De filchinefs, and enſlav'd by charming —_ luſts, 
mpeauc xai> Yet becoming Chriſtians, they were purified and freed 
emi, 1519) 8&7 delighted in thoſe Vertues that were moſt contrary to 
 «er=24u;.. their former Vices. ; This Alteration was ſo viſible,that 
jo, In Apo!- the lives of the firſt Chriftians were an-' Apology for 
* their Faith, And 'tis ſtrongly urged by Origen, Tertut- 
lian, Laitantins and others, as a conviticing proof - 
tne 
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the Divinity of the Chriſtian Doctrine, that it made Thap, 21, 
the Profeſſors of it Divine in their converſations. The CY 
Creation of Grace was like the Creation of Nature, 
when trees ſprang up in an inſtant laden with fruits; ſo 
in the converted,all the bleſſed fruits of che Spirit, Love, 
Joy, Peace, Long ſuffering, Gentlezeſs,Gooaneſs, Faith, 
Meekneſs, Temperance abounded, ' his teſtimony even 
a Pagan Yerſecutor gives the common ſort of Chriſti- 
ats, That they aſſembled to fing Hymns to Chriſt, that 
they obliged themſc]ves ſolemnly to injure no Verion, 
to deceiv< none, to preſerve faithfully what was com- 
mitted to them, to be always true, And as in obedi- 
ence to the Goſpel, they gave a divorce to all the fin- 
ful delights of Senſe ; ſo,which was incomparably more 
difficult,they embraccd thoſe things which Nature doth 
moſt abhor. No Religion.in the World ever expoſed its 
followers to ſuch Sufferings, nor inſpired them with 
ſuch reſolution to ſuſtain them, All other Religions 
were productions of the fleſh, and being allyed together, 
if any time jealouſy cauſed a diſcord between them, yer 
an open Perſecution was unuſual, Bur when Chriſti- 
anity firſt appeared, they all turned their Hatred and 
Violence againſt it, asa foreigner of a different extra- *Ulpian wrore 
Riov, How many living Martyrs were Exiles for the ere he ” 
Faith,and deprived of all ; 90.4 conſolation ? yet they Yariety of Tor- 
eſteemed themſelves more bleſſed in their Miſeries than C4,,s; = 
others in their Pleaſures. How many thouſands were /«ff*red. Ti- 
put to Death for the honour of our Redeemer * yet IS 
the leaſt thing is the number, in compariſon of the man- gravem,& cru- 
ner of their Sufferings. If they had ſuffered-a mild (7 55enhams 
Martyrdom,an ealte and ſudden Death, wherein theCom- fiarum, & | 
bate and Victory had been finiſht at a Blow, their Love — 
and Courage had not been ſo admirable : but they en- o=ne Carnifi- 
dured torments ſo # various and terrible, that bad they j, 7%. 
not been practiſed upon them by their enemies it were _ ad Mar - 
InCre- 


_— 
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Chap. 21. incredible that ever Malice ſhould be ſo ingenious to in- 
wW Wm vent, or Cruelty ſo hardened to inflit them, It all the 
Furies of Hell had come forth to ſuggeſt new Tortures, 

they could not have deviſed worſe. Neicher was their 

mere ſuffering ſuch Torments ſo aſtoniſhing, as their 

readineſs to encounter them, and their behaviour un- 

der them. They maintained their Faith in the preſence 

genius: Jags of the moſt formidable Princes. Some who might by 
|  foadine favour, were afraid to eſcape the common Perſecution, 
hm from ſ#f- eſteeming no Death precious bur Martyrdom, They 
fornge 5 =o. contended earneſtly to ſuffer, and envicd others the ho- 
li, quid mibi nourable Ignominy and happy Torments that were en- 
poſit go '2: Jurcd for their beloved Redeemer, We have an inſtance 
Script, of their Courage in Tiburtizs, who thus ſpake to his 
Ec1eſ-/fs Judges: Bind meto Racks and Wheels, condemn me, 
baniſh me, load me with Chains, burn me, tear me, 0- 

mit no kind of Torment, If you baniſh me, the ſmal- 

leſt corner of the Earth ſhall be tome as the whole 

World, becauſe I ſhall find my God there: If you kill 

me, by the ſame act you will give me the happy Liberty 

I ſigh after, and dcliver me from a Priſon on Earth to 

reign in Heaven : If you condemn me to the fire,l have 

quencht other flames in reſiſting Concupiſcence : Or» 

 dain what Torment you pleaſe, it ſhall not trouble me, 

ſince my Heart is filled with Love to ſuffer and delire it. 

Ince eſt quo They were thankful to thoſe who condemned them, 
:iis retris gra- and regarded their Executioners with the ſame eye, as 
riasagimus- St, Petey did the Angel that brake off his Fetters to 
_ reſtore him to Freedom. They chearfully received 
them, as thoſe who brought the keys of Paradiſe in the 

ſame hands wherewith they brought their Swords, They 

cntred into the Fire with joy, and were nor only patient 

but triumphant in their Sufferings ; as if they had been 

glorified in their Souls, and impaſſible to the Suffer- 

ings oftheir Bodies, I have ſeen, ſaith Euſebins, the 

| Execu- 
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Executioners tired with tormenting them, lie down Chap. 21. 
panting and breathing, and others not leſs fierce, but _,C,FO[Yey 
more freſh, ſuceed in their cruel Service : But Inever,,. . ... 
ſaw the Martyrs w of Sufferings, nor heard them 1icoriz no- 
deſire a Truce, much leſs Deliverance from them, 1f *=, _ 
the Judges were ſoftned with their Blood, and by the |; cururrium- 
force of Nature were compelled to be compaſſionate, ſo phms. 7w- 
as to offer them a releaſe if they would but feign to de- minem animus 
ny Chriſt ; They were filled with indignation, eſteem. circumtert, & 
ing it the worſt injury, that their Perſecutors expected « ke woo] 
they would be guilty of but the ſhadow of Infidelity to #-l 2d Marr. 
their dear Saviour, They were ambitious of the longeſt 
[and moſt terrible Sufferings, for his ſake to be Martyrs 
in every member. They ſang the Praiſes of Chriſt 
(their Tongues being harmonious with the affetions of 
their Heatts) 'in the Flames, they preached Him from 
the Croſſes, their rejoiced in him as their only Good, in 


the midſt of devouring Beaſts. Briefly, They preſerved 
an inviola$1s Faith to Him, notwithſtanding the moſt 


furious Batteries againſt them, The barbarous Enemy 
might tear their Hearts from their Breaſts, but never 
Chriſt from their Hearts, to whom they were inſe- 
parably united by Love, ſtronger than the moſt cruel 
Death. | 
Now, whart leſs than the Divine Power could ſupport 
them'under thoſe Torments, which *tis almoſt incre- 
dible that Bodies made of fleſh could endure - I will not 
Diſpute whether it exceeds atural force to ſuffer 
ſuch, from a vicious affe@i ride or Obſtinacy : 
but the frequency of ir exceeds All Natural Poſſibility, 
"Twas not impoſſible for Mutins Scevola one of the Ro- 
—_ tranſported with indignation for miſſing his 
deſign,to hold his right hand unmoved in the fire,(more 
teved at the errour than the burning of it) to- extin- 
guiſh in the King their Enemy all hopes of drawing _ 


Chap. 21. 
i i. 


Latrones &ro- 
buſti corporis 
yiri cjuſmodi 

. Lacerationes 
perferre ne- 
queunty cxcla- 
mant & gemi- 
tus edunt, quia 
eceſt illis in- 
ſpirata paticn- 
tia. Nojtri au- 
tem,ut de viris 
raceam, pueri 
& mulicrculz 
tortores ſuos 
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telt. Laitan, 
Lib. 5.C. 13. 
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ble Compaſſion- to their Enemies, as perſwaded fome 


him the ſecret of his Country by the force of torments: 
But though it were but the ſuffering of one part, and for 
a ſhort time, yet it was not poſſible that many thouſands 
ſuch ſhould have been infRowme. Forthen that ſingle Ex- 
ample had not been ſo wonderfulin all Antiquity g. But 
the Noble Army of Martyrs who overcame in the moſt 
bloody battels,was numerous beyond account ; and com- 
pos'd of all ſorts of Perſons, of the aged and infirm, of 
tender Youths, of delicate Women, of the honourable 
and obſcure ; Yet in that difference of Ages,and Sexes, 
and States, there appeared ſuch an equality of Vertue, 
that it was viſible, the ſame Heavenly Spirit inſpired 
themall with Courage,and by aſſuring them of Eternal 
Life made them deſpiſe preſent Death,. Such heroical 
and frequent Conſtancy \muſt be aſcribed tothe Breſt- 


plate of Faith and Love, of a Caeleſtial temper, where- 


with the Almighty had arm'd them; | 

If it be ſaid that ſome have died for a falſe Religion,ſo 
that the extraordinary aſſiſtance of Heaven was nat ne- 
cellary to encourage the Chriſtian Martyrs: the Anſwer 


racire vincunt, js clear ; Thercis a vaſt difference berweers the number 


of the Sufferers, and manner of their Sufferings, 

I, Some few moved by Vanity and Melancholy, or 
compell'd, have ſuffered for a falſe Religion, that was 
authoriſed by the Cuſtom of their Country for manyA- 
ges: But innumerable Chriſtians animated by the exam- 
ple of their Crucified King, freely ſacrificed-themſelves 


for the teſtimony tne upon the firſt Revelation 


of it, before any þ eſpedts gave colour to it. 

2. In thoſe whoſuffFed tor a falſe Religion were vi- 
ſible cither Fear gr Vain-glory, Stubbornneſs or Rage 3 
but the Chriſtiaxs in their greateſt Sufferings exprelt 
Magnanimiry without Pride, Conſtancy without Fierce; 
neſs,, Patience without Stupidity, 'and ſuch. an admira- 


of 
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of their Tormentors to be companions with them in Chap.21. 
OWN 


Martyrdom. 

2. The ſuddenneſs and univerſality of theChange et- 
feced'by the Goſpel, is a fignal evidence of the Divine 
Power:that attended it. The Apoſtle declares the admi- 
rable progreſs of it x all the world, during his time, In 
a few-years with incredible ſwiftneſs it paſt m— 
Fudes, Samaria, Syria, Greece, and all the parts of the 
known habitable World.” Tacitus acknowledges that 
in the eleventh year .of Nero,great numbers ofChriſtians 
were at Rowe, at a great diſtance from the place where 
the Goſpel was firſt preach'd. It appears from the Wri- 
tings of thePrimitiveChriſtians, that in the Second Cex- 
turyaftcr theDeath of Chriſt,the Roman Empire was fil- 
led: with Ghriſtian Churches. The World was peopled 
with a new Generation, Now,what Secret Power pro- 
duced that ſudden and univerſal Change « How came 
it to paſs that the Goſpel, contrary to the order of new 
Things, ſhould be ſo readily receiv'd,and in thoſe places 
where the moſt inſuperable obſtacles oppos'd it? In Co- 
rinth the Seat of Luxury and Voluptuouſneſs;-in Ephe- 
ſ#s where Idolatry had its Throne ; in Rome it ſelf where 
Honours, Riches, Pleaſures were ador'd. Moſes with 
all his great Miracles never conquer'd one Nation to 


the true God. The Phariſees compaſt Sea and Land tomy. :;. 


make a Proſelyte : But the Goſpel in a little time con- 
verted many Nations from their Opinions and Manners 
whercin they had been inſtructed and educated, to thoſe 
that were not only different: but contrary, The won- 
der in Eſay was exceeded, That a Nation was born in 4 
day: Forthe World was renewed as it were in a mo- 
ment. Such a quickening univerſal Efhcacy was joyn'd 
with-the Preaching of the Goſpel, that the Power of God 
was never more viſibly manifeſted in any work. 'There- 
fore the Apoſtle mentions it as one part of the great 

| Iti Mylitery 
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Clio zi Myſtery of Godlinefs, that Chriſt was believed on in the 
FA World. There is nothing but Supernatural, as. in the 
2 Tims 3. 16. hjrth, fo in the progreſs of Chriſtianicy. 
Ergo vincimus 3+ The laſting Change made by the Goſpel is the 
cum occidi- effect of Infinite Power. Philoſophy though maintain'd 
——— by the ſucceſfive force of RO Wits, yet declin'd 
ries metimur a and came to nothing. Bur Chriſtianity attended only 
- yo og by its own Authority,cſtablithe its Dominion, and rais'd 
Chriltiano- an Eternal Empire of Truth and Holineſs in the World. 
m.76r/4l- The Reaſon of Man cannot inſpire into its Productions 
| a Principle of Life, only that Power which conveys to 
ara] Man an immortal Soul, can derive to its Inftitutions a 
Maximinia- Spirit to animate and preſerve them. And this vieo- 
pref og rious permanent Virtue of the Goſpel is more admira- 
Lugups. Am- ble, in regard it prevail'd without the affiſtance, and 
plikcaro Pr, againſt the oppolition of all. Nothing could effecual- 
Occidentem ly refiſt the ſacred force of naked Truth. The more it 
ampero a” Was oppreſt the more it proſper'd. It gain'd Credit and 
mine Chrift- Diſciples by Contradidtion and Perſecution ; . it was 
4ver. qui .,. Multiplied by the Deaths of its followers.” ' The Cloud 
debane extin- of Witneſſes diſlolving in a ſhower of Blood, made the 
ao. Church Fruicftal. For many ſpedtatours that faw the 
Chriſtian Faith ſo fiercely perſecuted, from a defire to 
know the cauſe that made it ſo hateful, by ſearching 
for its ſuppoſed guilt found its reat innocence, 
thus to difcover the Truth, the tempeſts it ſuffer'd were 
more ſerviceable than the calm ir enjoyed. Although 
ſome Perſecutors have boaſted of their utter aboliſhing 
the Chriſtian Name in all parts of the Empire ; yer 
thoſe Inſcriptions are the proud Monuments of their 
Vanity, not Victory, T are periſht, but Truth 
remains for ever. By which 'tis evident, that as the 
Goſpel had a higher Principle than whac is from below, 
ſo it was. aſſiſted with more than Humane Power. To 
ſum up in ſhort what hath been amplified ; How glori- 


ouſly 
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ouſly was the Arm of the Lord revealed in raifing the 
World that for four thouſand years lay inWickednefs * 
What leſs than a Divine Power could ſoften ſuch an 
obſtinate hardneſs as long cuſtom in Sin brings © What 
could pluck upErrours that had taken fuch deep root in 
the Spirits of Men, and were naturaliz'd to them, and 
plant aDiſcipline ſo auſtere & thorny toSenſe? Who but 
the Almighty could caſt out the Devil from his Empire 
fo: univerſally and long uſurpt, and withdraw his Sub- 
jects that were captivated by the terrour of Laws, and 
by the delights of theFle(ſh ? What invitiblePower made 
innumerable of the tender ſex, who were not by temper 
couragious, nor by obſtinacy inflexible, nay, who were 
ſo fearful that they could not ſee a drawn Sword with- 
out afrightment, yet ſo reſolute, as to deſpiſe all the 
inſtruments of Cruelty * What is more aſtoniſhing 
than to ſee a lock of Sheep encounter and overcome an 
Arwy of Lyons * This was theLord's doing, and ought 
to. be marvelous in our Eyes. Briefly, the making a 
Crucified Perſon to reign in the midſt of his Enemies, 
and to give Laws to the whole Earth, is a Victory wor- 
thy the Lord-of Hoſts. The Converfion of the W orld to 
Chriſtianity was the cifect of infiniteMercy, and equal 
Power. 

Laſtly, the Divine Power ſhall be gloriouſly mani- 
feſted in the compleat Salvation of the Church at the 
end of the World. Jeſus Chriſt as Mediatour is inveſt- 
ed with Sovereign Power in Heaven and Earth: and in 
that quality he thall exerciſe it, rtill our Salvation is fi- 
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niſht, For he muſt reign till he hath put all Enemies un 1Cor. 15. 1g; 
der his feet, But we ſee "—_ all things put under him, Hv.2. 3. 


Although thoſe Perſons and Things that never degene- 
rated from their Original, are intirely ſubje&t to him ; 
the Angels obey his Will, univerſal Nature is govern'd 
by his Providence ; The Heavens, theEarth, the Wa- 


Iil 2 ters, 
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Chap: 21. Waters, and all things produced from them, never re- 


UYWNg 


Rom, 8. 


ſiſt the Direction of his hand ; yet there are others that 
tell from their Integrity, and ſome things conſequent 
ro Man's Rebellion, which either oppoſe the Power of 
Chriſt,or are not yet actually ſubdued: and they are the 
Enemies of our Salvation, Satan, Sin,and Death. Now 
the perfe& Freedom of the Church from all theſe, will 
be the laſt glorious Act of Chriſt's Regal Office, - And 
'tis obſervable, the Day of Judgment is called the Day 
of Redemption,with reſpect to the final accompliſhment 
of our Felicity, that was purchaſed by the infinite 
Price of his Sufferings. The day of Chriſt's Death was 
the Day ot Redemption, as to our Right and Title, for 
then our Ranſom was fully paid, and *tis by the im- 
mortal efficacy of his Blood that we partake of the Glo- 
rious Liberty of the Sons of God : but the actual en- . 
joyment of it ſhall be at the laſt day, Therefore the 
perfeCtion of all our Spiritual Priviledges is referred © 
to that time, when Death our laſt . Enemy ſhall be over- 
come. The Apoſtle ſaith, 4d ot only they,but our ſelves 
alſo, which have the firſt-fruits of the Spirit, even we our 
ſelves, groan within our ſelves, waiting for the Adoption ; 
zo wit,the Redemption of our Boaies, © During the preſent 
Life, we are taken into God's Family, in the quality of 
his Children ; but the moſt ſolemn A of our Adopti- 
on ſhall beat the laſt day. In this there is a ſimilitude 
between Chriſt and his Members: for although he was 
the Son: of God by .his marvelous Conception, and 
owned by him while he performed his Miniſtry upon the 
Earth ; yet all the Teſtimonies of God's Favour to him, 
were not.comparable to the Declaration of it in raifi 
him from the Grave : Then in the face of Heaven ey. 
"Earth, He ſaid, 'Thow art my Son, this Day have. I be- 
gotten thee. So in this Lite God acknowledges and 
-treats us as his Children, he cloaths us with the Righte- 
| | ouineſs 


in ContrivingMan's Redemption. 
oufneſs of his Son, feeds us with his Word, defends us 
from our Spiritual Enemies ; but the mo.t Publick De- 
claratiowm of his Favour ſhall be in the next Life, when 
all the Children of the Reſurreition ſhall be born ina 
Day. Add further : although the Souls of Belieyers 
immediately upon their Separation are received into 
Heaven, and during the ſleep of Death enjoy admirable 
Viſions of Glory ; yet their Bleſſedneſs is imperfe, in 
compariſon of that excellent degree which ſhallbe enjoy- 
&d at the Reſurrection, As the Roman Generals after 
a compleat Conqueſt, firſt entered the. City privately, 
and having obtained Licenſe of the Senate, made their 
triumphant Entry with all the magnificence and ſplen- 
dour becoming the Greatnefs of their Victories: So af- 
ter a faithful Chriſtian hath fought the good Fight, and is 
come off wore than a Conquerer, he enters privately in- 
to the Celeſtial City; but when the Body is raiſed to Im- 
. mortality, he ſhall then, in the company and with the 
acclamations of the Holy Angels, have a glorious En- 
try into it. I will briefly conſider why the Bodies of the 
Saints ſhall be raiſed, and how the Divine Power will be 
manifeſted in that laſt AR, 

r. The general reaſon is from-God's Juſtice.. As 
the Oeconomy of Divine Providence requires ' there 
muſt be a Future State, when God ſhall fit upon a judi- 
cial Throne to weigh the Actions of all Men, and render 
to every one according to their . quality ; ſo 'tis as ne- 
ceſlary that the Perſon be Judge , and not one Part a- 
lone. -. The Law commands the entire Man compoſed 
of kis Eſſential Parts the Soul and Body : And 'tis 0- 
beyed or. violated by both of them. Although the Guilt 
or Moral Goodneſs of Ations is chiefly attributed to 
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the Soul, becauſe 'tis the Principle of them, yet the A- A,;m; imper; 


Rions are imputed to the whole Man. 


Guide, the Body the Inſtrument: 'tis reaſonable there- 
OTE 


The Soul is the Corporis fer. 


vitio magis Us 
timur, Sl. 
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Chap. 2x: fore that both ſhould receive their recomperice, We 
WWNg 


P. 21. 


ſee the Example of this in Humane Juſtice, which is a 
copy of the Divine., The whole Man is puniſh or xe- 
warded, 'The Soul is punitht with Diſprace and infa- 
my, the Body with Pains: che Soul is rewarded with 
Eſteem and Honour, the Body with external marks of 
Dignity. Thus the Divine Juſtice will render to 
—_— ng to the things done i# the Bodly, whether God 
or Bivil, + 211% | : 
2. The ſpecial reaſon. ofthe Saints Reſurretion' is 
their Ulnion with Chriſt : forhe is not only our Redee- 
mer and Prince, but our ſecond Adam.theſame in Grace 
25 the firſt was in Nature. Now as/from the firſt the 
Soul was deſtroyed by Sin, and the Body:by'Death:s fo 
the ſecond teſtores them both to their Primitive ſtate ; 
the one by Grace, the other þy a Glorious ReſurreRi- 
1 Cor. 15. 1, On, Accordingly the Apoſtle ſaith, that by Man came 
Death, and by Mar came the Reſurrection from the Dead, 
Chriſt removed the Moral and Natural mnpoſkbilicy of 
ourGlorious Reſurreion: the Moral, by the infinite 
that otherwiſe would not permit the guilty tobe reſto- 
red to Eternal Life: -and the Natural,by his rifing from 
the Grave toa glorious Immortality, For his Infinice 
Power can do the ſame in all Believers, *Tis obſerva- 
ble, the Apoſtle infers the ReſurceRion of Believers 
fromthat of Chriſt, not only as the Cauſe bur the O- 
iginal Example;' -For'the Members muſt'be 'conform- 
ed to the Head; the Children to their Father, the youn- 
PEEL the or Brother, Ce BEk, he is called che 
1 fruitsof themthat ſleep : and the otten of the Dead. 
= Je Chat Refioreion —_— ſo fally adred, . that 
the event is infallible, Now no leſs than Infioite 
| Power is requiſite to raiſe the Bodies of the Saints _ 
t 
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the Quſt, and to trans5oam then into-the ſunilitude of Coty” 

Chiif's. s ta Wore 1 
1. To raiſe them. | Nothing is more aſtoniſhing to 

Nature, than that the Bodies which atter ſo many Ages 

in the perpetual circulation of the. Elements have paſt Inperfetx in 

into a thouſand different Forms, one part of them being hwine natu- 

reſolved into Water, another evaporated into Air,ano- ts 

ther turned into Nuſt, ſhould be reſtored to their firſt item poiſe 

State. What Wiſdom is requiſite to ſeparate the Parts fi poet nord 

ſo mixt. and confounded * | what: Power to: recompoſe 'm conſciſce- 

them ? what Virtue to reinfpire them wich new Life * van 1” 

It may ſcemmore difficule than to revive a Dead Bady 141% necrevo. 

whoſe Organs and matter isnot changed, of which we my 

have pres yr in the Scripture. When the Spirit of the 

Lord Ezetiel in the mid{t ofa Valley cover'd 

with bones, and cauſed him toconſider attentively theic 

Number which was very great, and their extreme dry- 

neſs,. he askt him,. whether theſe hones could live > upon E:ck.37.4-5,6 

which. av one divided and between the ſeem- 

ing Impoſſibility of the thing in it ſelf, and the confide- 

ration of the Divine Power to which nothing is impoſ- 

ſible, he anſwered, Lord thou kroweſs, Upon this God 

commanded him, to Prophefic xpors thoſe bones, and ſpeak 

to thems,, as if they had been-endued with Senſe - 

derſtanding. Q ye dry Bones, bear the Word of the Lord: 

Thus faith the Lord. God unto theſe Bones, Behold I will 

canſe breath to enter into you, and ye ſhall live, And 1 

will lay finews upon yau, and will my in fleſb upon you, 

aud crver you mith kin, aud put breath in au, aud ye ſhall 

live, axd ye ſhall know that Þ am the Lord. And imme- 

diately there was a general commotion ——— 

they joyned- together, the finews and fleth came 

upon them, - and. the skin covered them. And up- 

a ſecondProphelſy they were all inſpired with the Breath 

of Life, and ſtood up an exceeding great Army. Now 


whether 
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Chap. 37. whether this was really repreſented to his outward Sen- 
Ng Tes, oronly by the efficacy of the Spirit ro his imagina” 
tion, nv doubt ſo ſtrange a SpeQtacle. vehemently affer 
Red him ; as with Joy in hope of the miraculousReſto- 
Tuperire Deo ation of Iſrael, which that Viſion foretold, ſo with ad- 
credis ſiquido- miration of the Divine Power. But when the Trum 
beribus ſubtra. Of the Arch-Angel - ſhall ſound the univerſal Fbilee, 
hitur. Corpus and call forth the Dead from all their Receptacles,when 
cit iop-lverem, the Elements as faithful Depoſitories ſhall effectively 
live 1m humo- reſtore what was committed” to. them, How admirable 
tel in cinerem Will the Power of God appear ?. 
comprimitur, 2, No leſs than Infinite Power is able to change the 
tenuaturs C:b. Taiſed Bodies into the likeneſs. of Chriſt's; The Apoſtle 
ducirur novis, ſpeaks with an exaggeration of it : | For our Gonver ſation 
ſed Det is in Heaven, from whence alſo we look for the Saviour the 
ſtodia reſerva- Lord Feſus Ghriſt, who ſhall change - our Vile Body, that 
cut £106.95: 7t may be faſhioned like unto his Glorious Body, according to 
the working whereby he is able to ſubdue all things to. him- 
ſelf. -This' reſemblance w#4/ be only in the Perſon of Be- 
lievers, All Men ſhall riſe to be judged, but not all ro 
betransformed. There is a ReſurreQion to Death. as 
wellas to Life, Unhappy ReſurreRion'! Which only 
ſerves tomake the Body the food of eternal Death; But 
the Saints who endeavour to.be like toChriſt in purity, 
ſhall then have a perfect conforthity'to him in Glory and 
Immortality. How glorious the Body of Chrift ts, 'we 
may.conjecture in part by.what the Apoſtle relates to 
Agrippa: At mid-day, O'King,l ſaw inthe way a light from 
Heaven above the brightneſs of the $ unybining round: about 
me; which* was. no other butthe Light ot'the Face'of 
Chriſt that ſtruck him with Blindneſs. One Ray of this 
refleting. upon the firſt Martyr Saint Stephen in his Suf- 
ferings;. gave: an'Angelical Glory to his :countenance. 
And Saint Fohy tells us, when he appears, we ſhall be like 
him, He alludes to the riſing of the Sun, but with this: 
dif- 


\in-Conttiving Pan's Redemption. —=43; 
difference : when the Sun appears in the a" the Chap.21, 
Stars are made inviſible; 6 the Budies of the Saints WW 
ſhall be cloathed with a Sur-like luſtre, and ſhine in the 
midſt of Chriſt's Glory. Omnipotency alone that ſub- 
dues all things, - can raiſe and refine them from their 
Droſs unto ſuch an admirable Brightneſs, The Angels 
will be ſurpriz'd with wonder to ſee Millions of Stars 
ſpring out of the Duſt. The Lord Feſw Chriſt will be ad- , Tree. x. 10. 
mir'd x all them that believe, 

2, Their Bodies ſhall be raiſed to a glorious Immor- 

rality, Inthis the General Reſurrection is different 
from that which was Particular, as of Lazarus. By the 
one Death was overcome and put to flight,only for ſome 
time; for his ſecond life 'was no more exempt from 
Death than his firſt:But by the other, Death ſhell be ſwat , 4.15. 54. 
lowed up in Vidtory,and loſe its force for ever, Then ſhall 
our true Foſhua be magnified in the ſight of the whole 
World, and the glorious number of Saints ſhall caſt 
theirCrowns at his Feet,and the Triumphant Song, 

Thow ha#t redeem'd #s to God by thy Blood, and reſcued us 
by thy Power from all our Enerties, and art worthy of 
Honour and Glory and Bleſſing for ever. 


Chap. 22: 
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CHAP. XXI,. 


Inference. The extraordinary working of the Davine Pow- 


er is a convincing proof” of the Verity of the Chriſtian 
Gochghs: The internal Excellencies of it are clear 


marks of its Divinity, to the purified Mind, The ex- 


ternal Operations of God's Power were requiſite fo cOn- 
vince men in their corrupt ſtate, that the Dottrine of 
the Goſpel came from G'd. The miraculous owning of 
Chriſt by the whole D ivinity from Heaven, The Re 
ſurreition of Chriſt the moſt important Article of the 
Goſpel, and the demonſtration of all the reſt, How va- 
luable the Teſtimony of the Apoſtles is concerning it. 
That *twas impoſſible they ſhould deceive, or be decetued, 
The quality of the Witneſſes conſidered, There cannog 
be the leaſt reaſonable ſuſpicion of them, *Tis utterly in- 
credible that any ham ane temporal reſpects moved them 
tofeignth: Reſurrection of Chriſt. The nature of the Te- 


ftimony conſidered. It was of a matter of fait, andve- 


rified to all their Senſes, The Unitormity of it ſecures 
us there was no corruption inthe Witneſſes, and that it 
was no illuſion. They ſealed the truth of it with their 
Blood, The Miracles the Apoſtles did in the Name of 
Chriſt, a ſtrong demwnſtration that he was raiſed to a 
glorious life, That Power was continued in the Church 
for a time.The Concluſion how reeſonable it is to LUC an 
entire Aſſont tothe truth of Chriſtianity,” Tis deſperate 
Infidelity not to believe it ; and the higheſt Maapeſs te 
pretend to believe it, and to live in diſobedjence to it. 


' Pn what hath been diſcourſed concerning the 


extraordinary working of the Divine Power, we 


have a moſt convincing proof of the Verity of the Ghri. 


ſtiar 


fian Religion. For ſince God hath by ſo many miracu- 
lous Effe&s, the infallible indications of His Favour to 
the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, juſtified his Do@rine, no rea- 
ſonable doubt can remain concerning it,* Indeed the 
internal Excc!lencies of it which are vilible to the purg- 
ed Eye of the Soul, are clear marks of its Divinity. 
The Myſtery of our Redemption is made up of various 
parts, in the Union of which ſuch an evident Wiſdom 
appears, that the rational Mind, unlcſs enſlaved by pre- 
judice, muſt be raviſht into a compliance, Even that 
which moſt offends Senſe, the Meartneſs of our Savi- 
our's condition in the World, and the miſeries to which 
He was expos'd, do ſo perfely correſpond with his 
great deſign ro make Men holy and heavenly, that it 
appears to be the effet of moſt wiſeCounſel: His 
Death on theCroſs is ſo much not unbecoming God,as 
an infinite Love and unconceivable Compaſſion is be- 
coming him. And ſuch a Beauty of Holineſs ſhines in 
the Moral part,as-clearly proves God to be ics Author. 
Ie denounzes War againſt all Vices, and commands 
every Vertue, All that is excellent in human: Inſti- 
tutions it delivers with infinite more authority and effi- 
eacy : And what natural Reaſon did nat reach to, it fal- 
ly deſcribes in order to the Glory of God and the Hap. 
ines of Man. Now-as God, the Author of Nature, 
hath by Taſtes and Smells and other ſenfible qualities, 
diſtingutth'd things wholeſom from noxious,even to the 
loweſt living. Creatures ; ſo He hath. much more di- 
ſtinguith'd bieas that are ſaving trom deatlly, thar is, 
the true Religion fromthe falſe;by undoubted evidences 
to-any. who. will exerciſe their Spiritual Senſes, and 
ſincerely defire to know and obey it, Andthatall the 
- wiſe and holy embraced it in the face of the greatelt 
- diſcoura ats, 'is/an*unanfwerable Argument ithat 
-*tis plealing to God, For how is it -olfble that che 
Kkk2 Good 
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Chap. 23. 


3-John.1. 5s. 


Mat, 3. 17. 


AR, 9. 4 


Rev. I» 39- 


Good God ſhould ſuffer thofe - to fall 'into 19722 Pr- 
rour, who from an ardent Aﬀection to Him deſpis'd 
whatever is amiable or terriblein the World £ How is 
it poſſible He ſhould deny the Knowledg of Himſelf 
to thoſe,to whom He gave ſuch a pure Love to Him- 
ſelf? 

But the hymazeNature inits corrupted ſtate is con- 
trary both to che Do&trine of the Goſpel,that propounds 
Supernatural Verities hard to believe, and to the Com- 
mands of it. that enjoyns _ hard todo: For this 
reaſon 'twas necefſary that God by ſome external Ope- 


rations,. the undeniable effe&ts of His Power, ſhould. 


diſcover to the World his approbation of it., 

Now that Chriſt is the Son of God .and-Redeemer-of 
the World, was miraculouſly. declared: from-Heaven by 
the whole Divinity : There are three that bear Record in 
Heaven, the Father, and the. Word, and the Hely Ghoſt, 
and theſe three are One. The Eather teſtified by a Voice 
as loud as thunder at his Baptiſm:and Transfigutation; 
Thou art my beloved Son, in whim I am well pleaſed. The 
Son by his glorious apparition ta Pa/, when He ſtruck 
himto the carth with theſe words, Why perſecuteſt thou 
me ?* The-Light was ſo radiant, the Voiceſo,firong, the 
impreſſion. it made ſo: deep-andfſcnſible, that' he knew 
it came from God. And He manifeſted Himſelf to St, 


John with that brightneſs, That he fell at his feet as dead, . 


till in compaſſon He reviv'd him, and faid, 1 am He that 
liveth aud was. dead, and behold. I ans. alive or .evermore. 
And the Holy Spirit. by. his miraculous; difcent in -the 
thapeoft a Dove npon Him, and in fiery Tongues up 
the Apoſtles, gave a vitible reſtimony' that Feſws Chrif 
was ſent from God to fave the World, ; I will. particu- 
larly confider-one Effect of the Divine Power;.the Re- 
ſarreRion of Chriſt, this being::the moſt important Ax- 
ticle of the: Goſpe),. and the demonſtratien' of all the 
| reſt, 
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reſt, For *tis not conceivable that God would by hisAl-Chzp.22, 
mighty Power have rais'dHim from the Grave to a glori- cu 
ousLife,(and it is impoſſibleHe ſhould be otherwiſe)it He 
had taken the Name of the Son of God in vain, and ar- 
rogated to himſelf Divine Honour, and only. pretended 
that he was ſent from Him : By the Reſurreion Hey , 
was declar'd to be the Son of God with Power. For that 
being the. proof of his, M:fſion, juſtifies the truth of his 
Doctrine, and particularly of the quality of , God's Son 
which He always attributed to Himſelf, Now if Infi- 
dclity objeR, that we who live in the preſent Age have 
no ſenlible teſtimony that Chriſt is riſen, and what aſſu- 
rance is there, that the 4pofttes who reported it were not 
Deceiyers or deceived ? In Anfwer to this, I will brief- 
ly ſhew how valuable che Teſtimony of the: Apoſtles is, 
and worthy of all acceptation , and that 'twas equally 
impoſſible they ſhould be deceived;or intend to deceive, 

\., Hlis Death is atteſted by his Enemies. Tacitws a Pa- 

24 relates that He Suffered under .Poxtins Pilate. And 

the Fews to this day are ſo unhappy as to boaſt of their 

being the.cauſes of his Crucifixion, and-ca!l him by a 

name that is the mark of his Puniſhment. . Buc his Re- 

ſurreQion they peremptorily. deny. . Now che Apoſtles 

being ſent to Convert = World, were to lay this down 

as the foundation of their Preaching, that Jeſas Chriſt 

was rais'd from the dead, that all might yield Faich 

and Obedience to Hun, This was their ipecial charge, 

as St. Peter declares. Wherefore of the/e pc which have 

companied with ti hy fie that the Lird Jeſizs went 71 Act. 2.1. 20, 

out among us, beginning {rom the Bat it{in of John, WH - 19. 41» 

to the [arzc. day chat be wes taken i [1012 they 4je Ge one © FR 

ordained to be. witneſt of his; Ke (+15 eprav. Thy, were 

torciifie caugy roing His Do&: (go and Hite, His Mira: 

cles ay Suftexin > DEEPLincy ly 0:45 ; R-f aircon; 

For. this reaſon Tel Paul, who was extravi Lazrily 
apnoea,  "admicted 


examinanda 
eſt. 


Rom. z- 8. 
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Chap.22. admitted into their Order,” had a miraculous Sight of 


In teſtimoniis Me ore 
digniras, fides, the leaſt reaſonable Suſpicion, In C7vi/ Cauſes of the 


mores, gravitas 


Chriſt from Heaven (Loft of all he was ſeen of me) to te- 


x Cor. 15.8: ſtifie it tothe World, Now for our full conviction, 'tis 


the nature of their Teſtimony. . 
1. The Witneſſes were ſuch of whom there cannot be 


neceſſary ta conſider the quality of the Witneſſes, and 


oreateſt "moment; ' the Teſtimony'of 'the Hotourable 
and the Rich are acconnted valuable; *becatſe "they are 
not eaſily corrupred:: 'one*of ' 4 Tow degree may from 
baſeneſs of Spirit,through Cowardize and Fear be tempt- 
ed to deny th Truth; 'one' in a poor condition may be 
ſo dazled with the laftre of Gold, when he'confiders the 
price of Perjuty;."4s'to'be induced-to affert a' falſhood, 
But who is more incorruptible, the Noble that from: a 
ſenſe of Honour abhor a Lie, or thoſe who by their Di- 
vine Birth and Qualities did ſo deteſt it,that they would 
not tell a Lie for the Glory of God 2 Who is mvre wor- 
thy of Credit, the Rich whoſe Riches ſometimes ex- 
cites their deſires after more, or thoſe who by a gene- 
rons diſdain deſpiſed all things * Befides, Perſons of 
known Integrity whom the different images of hopes 
and fears cannot probably enclineto evil, are admitted 
to decide the weightieſt Cauſes : Now the Apoſtles 
were ſo innocent, ſober, honeſt and unblameable in the 
whole tenour of their Converſations, that their moſt 
malignant Adverſaries could never faſten an accuſation 


| upon them. Indeed if their carnal Intereſts had been 
concerned, there might have been ſdme coloured Obje- 


Rions againſt their Teſtimony : But if we'duely conſider 
things, it will appearutterly mcredible that any deceit 
couldbe.in it; For as all the attiotivof RR 
procecd from'Reaſon ſolid or apparent;' ſo partjedlarly 
Impoſture and Fiction are never withour fome*Motive 
and Deſign : Forbeing contrary to Nature, there muſt 

inter- 
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intervene 2 foreign Candderation. for their contri- TRI. 


vance. Now the univerſal Motives to invent Fables are 
Honour, Riches,or Pleaſure. But none of theſe cawld. 
poſſibly move the Apoſtles to teign the . ReſurreRion of 
. Chriſt. | Not to infiſt on the Meanneſs of their Extra- 
Rion and Education, who had only ſeen Boats and 
Nets, and convers'd with Lakes and Fiſhes, whereas Am- 
bition uſually ſprings vp in Perſons of high birth and 
breeding z 'tis evident that no reſpeR to humane Praiſe 
excited them, fince they attributed the Doctrine of the 
Goſpel, that ſhould give them reputation in the World, 
to the Holy Spirit, and aſcribed the Glory of their 
miraculous Aions - entirely to the Divine Power. 


When the People of Lyra would have given Divine ** 3: 12-13: 


Honour tb St. Paul, he diſclaimed it with abhorrency : 


And preſently atter, thoſe who would have adored & 4. to. 


him as a God, ſtoned him as aMaletacor ; he choſe ra- 
ther to be their Sacrifice than their Idol. Belides, how 
could they expect to be great or rich by declaring, that, 
One-who came to fuch a Tragica/ End.in the face of the 
World was raiſed to Lite, when the hands of the Fews 
were ſtill bloody with the Wounds of their Maſter, and 
their hearts ſo-cnraged againſt all that honoured his. 
Name, as to excommunicate -thern-for execrable Per- 
ſons. Ithad'beenas extravagantito have defigned the 
acquiring of Reputation or Riches by their Preaching, 
as for one to throw himſelf into.a flaming Fuxnace to 
be cooled and refreſhed. Andithat Pleafure canld; not 
be their Aim is manifeſt : For-they :met wich nothi 
but Poverty and Pexſeeutiong with Derilton and Dil- 
ace, with Hardſhips and all the effe&s of Fury, which 
Jer willingly endured-rather than ceaſe from Preach- 
ing or deny what they had Preached, ' Their unheard- 
efolutionto forſake their 'Natwve Country, and. tra- 
vel toall the known pares- ofthe Earth, to convey the 
| Doctrine 
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Chap. 22, Dofrine of Feſw Chriſt, is a ſtrong Demonſtration that 


1 Joly. 1. 1: 


'-they believed it to be true and of infinite moment, moſt 
worthy of all the dangers to which they voluntarily ex- 
poſed themſelves. - Never did Ambition or Avarice,the 
moſt aive Paſſions,cauſe men to be more diligent, than, 
they were to communicate the Knowledg of our Savi- 
our to all Nations. Now what greater aſſurance can 
we poſſibly receive that they were ſincere in their Re- 

rt* | 

© Secondly, The nature of the Teſtimony makes jt very 
credible. 

1. It was of a matter of Fat, Tf it had been ſome 
high Speculation of univerſal Things adſtracted from 
Matter, .and above the cognizance of-the Senſes, -there 
might be ſome pretence to objet, That the Diſciples 
unexerciſed in Sciexces, were deceived by the Subtlety 
of their Maſter : But'tis a ſingular Thing of which the 
Senſes are the moſt faithful Informers, and competent 
Judges. | 

| s It was an ocular Teſtimony, which as it makes 
the ſtrongeſt impreſſion upon the Spectator, ſo upon the 
Belief of others. Thus St. Fohn, That which we have ſeen 
with our eyes, which we have looked on, declare we unto 
you, And that they were not deceived we have great cer- 
tainty.; For 'Jeſus had converſed a long time with them 
before his Death, and their Reſpe& and Love to Him, 
and after, their Compaſſon had deeply engraved the 
lineaments of his Viſage in their memories; and He pre- 
ſented himſcit not many years, but three days after his 
abſence; ſo that ic was impoſſible they ſhould have for- 
got his Countenance, He appeared to them not oxce 
or twice, but many times, and not ſuddenly as a flaſh 
of Lightning that preſently vaniſheth, butconverſt with 
them. familiarlyfor forty days, And 'tis obſervable;the 
Hpeſtles themſelves were not ealily wrought on n be- 
4 | ieve 
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tieve this Truth, When the Teſtimony of the Angels Chap. 22, 
aſſured them that He was riſen, they received it with CW 
doubting wonder and troubled joy, and were ſuſpend- 
ed between Hopes and Fears : and at his firf Appear- 
ance they were vehemently ſurpriz'd. They ſaw Him 
die on the Croſs three dayes betore, and their Memories 
were ({ill filled with the « _ images of his Suffer- 
ings, ſo tha they were ballanced berween the preſent; ,,...,. 
tcitimony of Senſe, and the freſh remembrance ot what 43. 
they had ſcen. Therefore He juſtified the truth of his 
Reſurre&ion to all their Senſes. He diſcourſed- with 
them, made them feel his Wounds, eat and drink with : Joh. r. r. 
them, ſo that 'rwas impoſſible they ſhould be deceived 
unleſs willingly.. Thus by the wiſe diſpenſation of Gud, 
their doubting. hath confirmed our Faith. 

Thirdly, The Unitormity of the Teſtimony makes it 
valuable upon a double account, FirFt, as it ſecures us, 
there was no corruption in the Witneſſes. Secondly, 
That it was no 1lluſton, 

I, That there was no Corruption in the Witnefles. 
The moſt prudent way to diſcover the falſity of a Teſti- 
mony, is to interrogate the Witneſſes ſeverally, to ſee 
if their be any contradiction berween them. Bur if chey 
concur not only as tothe Subſtance but Circumſtances, 
their Depoſition is very credible, Now the Apoſtles 
exactly agreed in their Teſtimony, as appears by the ſe- 
veral Goſpels, in which,although wrote in divers times 
and places, yet there is an admirable Harmony not only. 
as to the Fact it (clf,. but the leaſt particularities. 

2. The Agreement of ſo many. proves it was no 111u-- 
fionthat, depended on fancy for its- exiſtence, for de- 
ceptions. of the Brain are.not common to .many at once 
as viſible bodies are, but ſingular, becauſe of the vari-: 
ety of fancies, It He had only appeared to ſome: per-- 
fons ſeparately, carnal _— which is ingenious oy 


LYN 
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Chap. 22 "deceive it ſelf, might object that it was only the effect of 


a diſtempered fancy,and no real object of Senſe.But atter 
He had ſhewn Himſelf to ſome of the Diſciples apart, 
and that holy Company was met together, uniting the 
ſeveral ſparks, to encourage their hopes of his Reſurre- 
ion, He came tothem all together, and for many 
days converſed with them. Now who can believe that 
ſo many ſhould be obſtruted with Melancholy for ſo long 
time, ſo as conſtantly to remain under the power of a 
Deluſion? Beſides, He afterwards appeared to frue 
hundredat once: and how could ſuch a number of dif- 
ferent Ages, Sexes, Temperaments be at the ſame time 
ſtruck with the ſame Imagination * 

Add further, If a ſtrong Imagination had deceived 
them by Me/archoly, there would have been ſome diſco- 
veries of that Humour in their Ations, For 'tis im- 
poſlible that the Mind ſo indiſpoſed, ſhould for a long 
time a& regularly, But in the whole courſe of theur 
Livesnot the leaſt extravagancy appears. Their Zeal 
was tempered with os. art their Innocence was 
without Folly, their Converſation was becoming their 
great Office, Andof this we have unqueſtionable Evi- 
dence : :For .otherwiſe ſo many Perſons of excellent 
Wiſdom had never been perſwaded by them to embrace 
Chriſtianity ; neither had their Enemies ſo furiouſly per- 
ſecuted them : For *tis beyond belict that they had ſo 
far extinguiſhed the Sentiments of Humanity, as:to 
treat the Apoſtles as the moſt;guilty Criminals, whom 
they knew to be diſtracted,and therefore worthy of Com- 
paſſion rather than Hatred. | 

But if it be objected, that it might be a Phantafor, or 
ſolid:Body formed:according tothe Likeneſs of Chriſt, 
that abuſed the Apoſtles, andatter ſome time withdrew 
it ſelf, The vanity of the Objeion is very apparent : 
For ſuch an effe& could not be without the operation.of 

a 
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2 Spiritual Cauſe; Now the good Angels cannot be Cing. mg 


guilty of falſhood, of which they had been in that re- 
preſentation : for He that appear'd declar'd' himſelf ro 
be Feſiw that ſuffer'd ; neither would the evil uſt ſuch an 
Arrifice, The old S-rpent was too wile to promote the 
belief of Chrſt's Reſurrection, which is the- Foundation 
of Chriſtianity : an Inſtitation moſt holy, that would 
deſtroy his Altars, diſcredit his Oracles, bring Glory to 
God, and Happmeſs to Man, to both which he is eter- 
nally oppoſite, By all which it appears there was-no de- 
cet in the ſubject nor object. 

4. They ſeal'd ic: with their Blood: This laſtproof 
confirms all the other.. 1f a perſon-of clear fame afſert 
a thing, which he is ready to maintain with the loſs of 
his Life, there is no reaſon to doubt of the rruth of his 
Depoſition. *Tis no wonder that Ph:/oftrarres, a bold 
Grecian, to thew his Art, painted Apollonius Tyanems as a 
Demi-God,exempted from death,and cloathed with im- 
mortality. But if he: had been drawn from his Study, 
where he dreſt that Idol of Iniquity, to appear before the 
Magiſtrates to give an account of the truth of his Rela- 
tion, he certainly would have renounced his pretended 
Hero rather than have given his Life for a Lie, Now 
the Apoſtles-endur'd the moſt cruel Deaths to confirm 
the truth of their Teſtimony. And: what conld poſſi- 
bly iFduce them to it, if they had not been certain of 
his Reſurretion ? Could love to their dead Maſter ani-- 
mate them to ſuffer for the honour of his name * This 
is inconceivable : For He promis'd that He would riſe 
the Third Day, and aſcendto Heaven, and make them 
partakers of his Glory : So that if He had lain in the 
rottenneſs of the Grave, What charm, what ſtupidity 
was able to make them preſerve ſo high a Veneration 
for a Deceiver « Nothing could remain in them but 
the memory and 4 of his Impoſture, Now: 

2. , 
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— if it be the diFate of natural Reaſon, that the concur- 


rent Teſtimony of #wo or three credible Perſons, not 
weaken'd by any exception, is ſufficient to decide any 
Cauſe of the greateſt moment, that reſpects Life, Ho- 
nour and Eſtate, how much more ſhould the atteſtation 
of the Apoſtles put this great Truth beyond all doubr, 
lince they parted with their Lives, the moſt precious 
poſſeſſion in this World, for it? and which is infinite- 
ly more, if Deceivers, they would certainly be depriv- 
ed of Eternal Life in thenext. In ſhort, Since the Cre- 
ation never was a Teſtimony ſo clear and authentich, 
the Divine Providence ſo ordering the circumſtances, 
that the Evidence ſhould be above all Suſpicion. Nei- 
therdid it ever happen, that any thing affirm'd by ſo 
many and ſuch worthy perſons, was ever ſuſpected, 
much leſs found to be falſe. *'Tis the moſt unreaſo- 
nable ſtikneſs not to yield an intire Aſſent to it, For 
there would be no ſecure Foundation of determining 
innumerable weighty Caſes, if we ſhould doubt of 
things reported by the moſt credible circumſpect Per- 
ſons, ſince we can be certified by our own Senſes but 
of a few Objecs. 

I ſhall only add, That the Apoſles did many and 
great Miracles in the Name of Ghrift, which was the 
itrongeſt demonſtration that He was rais'd to a glorious 
Life. They were inveſted by the Spirit with the $abits 
of various Tongues. This kind of Miracle was neceſ- 
ſary for the univerſal Preaching of the Goſpel : For 
how difficult and obſtructive had it been to their Work, 
if they muft have return'd to their Intant-ſtate, to learn 
the fignification of forreign Languages, to pronounce 
the words in their original Sound, and the Accents pro- 
per to their Country * Theretore the Holy Spirit, ac- 
cording to the promiſe of Chriſt, deſcended upon them, 
and became their Maſter, and in a moment impreſt on 
their 
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their Memories the forms of diſcourſing, and on their Chap. 22. 
Tongues the manner of expreſſing them. Where-ever 
the Doctrine of Jeſus was preach d, God bare them wit- He. »- 4 


neſs both with Signs and Wonders, and with divers Mi- 
racles and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, according to his own will. 
When St, FPeter paſs'd through the ſtreets, fill'd with 
perſons diſeaſed and halfe dead, he cauſed an uni- 
verſalReſurretion by touching them with his reviving 
ſhadow, They tamed Serpents, and quencht the ma- 
lignity of their Poiſon ; they commanded Death to 
leave its prey,and Life to return to its manſion that was 
not habitable for it. And that miraculous Power con- 
tinued in their Succeſſours ſo long as was requilite for 
the conviction of the World. Fuitin Martyr, Ireneus, 
Tertullian, Origen, Cyprian, mention divers Miracles 
perform'd by Chriſtians in thoſe times. Tertwliar of- 
ters to the Emperour, to whom he addreſt his admirable 
Apology, to compel the Devils that poſleſt Humane Bo- 
dies to confeſs themſelyes to be evil Spirits,and thereby 
' conſtrain the Prince of darkneſs to enlighten his own 
Slaves. AndCypriaz aſſures the Governour of Africa 
that he would force theDevils to come out of theBodies 
they tormented,lamenting their ejection. * Now we can- 
not imagine they would ſo far diſcredit their Doctrine 
- and Reputation, as to pretend to ſuch a Power without 

they had it, In ſhort, To deny the Miracles wrought 
by the Primitive Chriſtians, were as great raſhneſs, as 
to deny that Ceſar conquer'd Pompey, or that Titus 
ſucceeded Feſpaſian. For we have the concurrent Te- 
ſtimony of the graveſt and beſt Men, of Underſtanding 
and Conſcience, who were Eye-witneſſes, and which 
was not contradicted by thoſe of the ſame Age. Brief- 
ly, There are ſuch clear charaFers ofthe Divine Hand 
ro render the Goſpe/ authentick,that to deny it to be true, 


is to make God a {yar ; 
The 
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The Concluſion is this, We ſce how reaſonable it is to 
give an entire aſſent to the truth of Chriſtianiry, The 
Nature of the Dottrine that is perfely Divine,declares 
its Original.” Tis confirmed by Supernatural Teſtimoni- 
es. The Doctrine diſtinguiſhes the Miracles from all falſe 
wonders,the illaſions of Satan,and the Miracles confirm 
the Dorine, What doubt can there be after the full 
depoſition of the Spirit inraifing Chriſt from the Grave, 
in qualifying the Apoſtles, who were rude andignoraut, 
with Knowledg, Zeal, Courage, Charity,and all Graces 
requiſire for their great enterpriſe, and in converting 
the World by their Miniſtry and Miracles? It we be- 
lieve not ſoclear a Revelation, our Infidelity is deſpe- 
rate, When our Saviour was upon the Earth, the 
Meanneſs and Poverty of his appearance leſſened their 
Crime, who did not acknowledg and honour him in the 
diſguiſe of a Servant : Therefore they were capable of 
favour. Many of his bloody Perſecutors were conver- 
ted and ſaved by the Preaching of the Apoſtles. But fince- 
the Holy Ghoſt hath convinced/the World by ſo ſtrong 
a Light of Sin, Righteouſneſs and Judgment; vis. 
That Feſus whom the Fews moſt unworthily Crucified: 
was the Son of God, that in dying He purchaſed the 
Pardon of Sin ; ſince He is riſen- and received:to Glory, 
That all power in Heaven and Earth is given to Him, the- 
effect of which is moſt vilible ;- For Foiriual Wicked- 
neſſes trembled at his Name, were expelled from their 
Dominions, and: ſent to their old'Priſon to ſuffer the 
Chains and Flames due to them : To: refuſe his Teſti- 

mony, is a degree of Obſtinacy not far diſtant from 

the Malice of the Devils, and-puts Men without the re- 

ſerves of pardoning Mercy. And-tis not a flight, ſu- 

perficial Belief of this great Truth that is ſuffictent, but 

that which 1s powerful in making us univerſally obedi- 

ent to our Glurified Redeemer, who- will diſtribute 
Crowns 
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Crowns to all his faithful Servants. We cannot true- Fr—— 
ly believe his ReſurreRion, without believing his Do- gy 2 - 
rine, nor believe his Dodrine without unfeigned 
Delires after the eternal Felicity it promiſes, nor de- 
fire that Felicity without a fincere compliance to his 
Commands in order to the obtaining it. I» ſborz, 

'Tis Infidelity approaching Madneſs, not to believe the 
Truth of theGoſpel ; but 'tis Madneſs of an higher 
kind and more prodigious, to pretend to believe it, and 
yet to live in diſobelience toits Precepts, in contempt 


of its Promiſes and Threatnings, as if it were a meer 
Fable, 
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Chap. 23. oy 
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CHAP. XXIILI. 


The Honour of God s Truth with reſpeit to the Legal Threat- 


ning, was preſerved in the Death of Chriſt, The Di- 
vine Truth with reſpect to the Promiſes and Types of 
Chriſt under the Law, was juſtified in his Coming, and 
the accompliſhment of our Redemption by him. Some ſpe- 
cial Predictions. conſidered that reſpect the time of his 
Coming. The particular Circumſtances that reſpett the 
Mcſſiah are verified in Jeſus Chriſt, The Conſequents 
of the Meſſiah's Coming, foretold by the Prophets, are all 
come topaſs. The Types of the Law are compleated in 
Chrizt. A particular Conſideration of Manna, the 
Rock, and the brazen Serpent, as they referred to him. 

The Paſchal Lamb conſidered. A ſhort Parallel between 


. Melchiſcdec aud Chriſt, The Divinity of the Goſpel, 


proved by comparing the ancient Figures with the pre- 
ſent Truth, and Predictions with the Events, The Hap- 
p ineſs of Chriſtians above the Jews,in the clear revela- 
tion of our Saviour to them, From the accompliſhment. 
of Prophecies concerning the firſt Coming of Chriſt, our 


* Faith ſhould be confirmed in the Promiſes of his ſecond. 
== Original Lawgiven to Man in Paradiſe had a ſe- 


vere Penalty annext, that upon the fr breach of 


it he ſhould die. The end of the Threatning was to pre- 
ſerve in him a conſtant reverence of the Command. AE 
ter his Diſobedience, the honour of the Divine Truth 
was concerned as to the inflicting the puniſhment, For 
alrhough the Supreme Lawgiver hath power over the 
Law to relax the Puniſhment as to particular perſons ; 
yet having declared. that accoxding to that Rule He 


would 


in Contriving Pan's Redemption. 

would proceed in judgment with Man, the Perfection of 
his Truth required, that Sin ſhould be puniſhed in ſuch 
a manner,that hisRighteouſneſs andHolineſs might emi- 
nently appear,and the reaſonableCreature for ever fear 
to offend Him, ' Now theGcd of Truth hath by theDeath 
of his only Son ſo compleatly anſwered: the Ends of the 
legal Threatning, that the glory of that Attribute is 
broke forth like the Sun through all che Clouds that 
ſeemed to obſcure it, Mercy and Truth meet together, 
Righteouſneſs and Peace kiſs each other, Of this I have 
ſo largely treated before, that I ſhall add nothing more 
concerning it. There is a Secondary reſpect whercin 
the truth of God is concerned, as to the accompliſhing 
our Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, which I will briefly 


4.49 


Chap. 22». 


explicate, God having decreed the ſending of his Son 


in the quality of Mediator to purchaſe our Salvation, 
was pleaſed by ſeveral Promiſes to declare his merciful 
purpoſe,and by various T ypes to ſhew the deſign of that 
glorious Work, before the exhibition of it; This was the 
effect of his Supreme Wiſdomand Goodneſs: } +: 
* Firſt, To comply with the weakneſs of the Church, 
when 'twas newly ſeparated fromthe World. . For: as 
a ſudden ſtrong git overpowers the.Eye that hath beeh 
long in the'dark, ſo the full bright Revelation of 'the 
Goſpel had been above the capacity of the Church, 
when 'twas firſt freed froma ſtate of Ignorance : _ 
mixt with Shadows was proportionable to their Sight, 
Therefore.he was pleaſcd by: ſeveral Reprefentations 
and Predictions. to -exerciſe the. Faith, entertain- the 
Hope, and excite the Deſires of his People before the 
accompliſhment of our Salvation by his Son, 

Secondly,” To render the belief of it eafie and certain 
afterwards, - .Now for the honour of his Truth he was 
engaged to make-good: his word-: For although pure 
Love and Mercy is the Original of all Gods Promiſes to 
M mm Man, 
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Chap 22, Man, yethis Truth and Fidelity are the reaſons of his- 
UYY fulfilling them. Not that Gods under the obligation. 

ofa Law, but his own Righteous' Nature is the in- 
violable Ruleof his a&ions.. Accordingly the Apoſtle 
Tit. 1.2. lays it as the foundation ot our Hopes ;.. That God who- 
cannot lie hath promiſed eternal Life; The Divine De- 

cree alone concerning. our Salvation by Chriſt, is-a ſure 

' Foundation: For God'is as unchangeable in his Will as 

Jam. 1.17- his Nature. In Him:there is wo variableneſs, nor ſhadow 
of turning.. But the Promiſe determines the Will of 

God to perform it upon another account : For 'tis not 
ſingle Inconſtancy but Falſhood, not to perform. 

what is promiſed, from both which He is infinitely di- 

ſtant. St. Paul alledges this for the reaſon why the 
Covenant of Grace is unchangeable and of cycrlaſting 

Efficacy, in that the counſel of God was by his Promiſe 

and Oath confirmed, That by two immutable things, in: 

Heb. 6. 1718. hich it was: impoſſuble for God to lye,we might have ſtrong 
conſolation. - Bor the Promiſe gives arightfil claim to 

the Creature, andthe fulfilling of it is the juſtification 
Job. 1. 77 of God's Fidelity.. In this Sence 'tis ſaid, The Luw- 
wasgiven.by Moſes, but Grace and Truth came by Feſus- 
_ # e.. the Grace _—_— Lis the wy ry 
co accompliſhment b Types and Promi- 

ſes 9a pomp not enter mai the diſcuſſion . 
of all the Prophecies concerning the Mefi2h in the Old 
Teftament, to ſhew howthey are verified in Jefus Chriſt; 
- But:briefly conſider ſome ſpecial Predictions .that con-- 
cern'the time of the M:ſi4's Coming, . his Perſon - 

and Offices. 

I. The Prophecy of dying: Facah.. The. Sceprer ſhall 
not depart from Judah, nor « Lawgiver fron ketween his 
feet, till. Shiloh come. By the Scepter- and Lawgiver 

 are-meant divers Forms of Government: the firſt being 
e 


the. mark of Regal Power, the other title xeſpefts my 
who 


Gen. 49. 1. 


4 
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whoſe Power ſucceeded thar of their Kings, in the per- Chgg7>” 
ſon of Zerobabel and his Succeſſors. Facob propheti- SHS 
cally declares wo things ; their eſtabliſhment in Fudah, 
and their continuance till the coming of Sh;/oh. This 
Oracle doth not preciſely reſpe& the perſon of Fudah, 
for he never aſcended the Throne, nor poſſeſt the Em- 
pire over his Brethren z nor folely his Poſterity as a 
Tribe diſtinguiſht trom the reſt, although it had ſpecial 
advantages from that time: For the Banner of Fudah Nun. zz, 
led the Camp in their march through the wilderneſs : 

That Tribe had the firſt pofſeffion of the land of Cana- 
4; theſe were the beginnings of its future Glory, And 
from David to the Captivity, that Tribe pofleſt the 
Kingdom; bur the glory of his Scepter was loſt in the 
perſon of Zedekiah: Therefore the full meaning of the 
Prophecy regurds the People of Iſrael, in the.relation 
they had tothe Tribe of Fudh : For that Tribe alone 
returnedentire' from the Captivity with ſome re- 
liques of L-v;jand Benjawnir; fothat the Nation from 
that time was diſtinguiſhe by the title of the Fews in 
relation to it; and the'Right'to diſpoſe of the Scepter 
was always in the Tribe of Fudah : For the Levites 
that ruled after the Captivity received their Power from 
them. Ti Shilols come, that is, the M:/iah, as the 
Chaldee Paraphraſe, and the antient Fewiſh Interpre- 
ters expound, ſo that the intent of the Oracle is, ' 
that after the eſtabliſhment of the Supreme Power in 
the Family of F«dah, it ſhould not paſs into the hands of 
Strangers, but as & certain Preſage, and immediate 
Fore-runner of the coming of Shiloh, And this was 
fully accompliſh't. For in the Captivity there was an 
interruption rather than extin@ion of theirGovernment; 
their Return was promiſed at the time they were carri- 
ed Captives to Baby/onw, But at the coming of Chnit, 
Fades was a Province of the Roman Empire, Herod an 
Mmmz2 Edomite 
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CST Edomite ſate on the Throne, and as the Tribe of Fu- 


4] dab in general, ſo the Family of David in particular 
was in ſuch a low ſtate, that Foſeph and Mary that 
were deſcended from him, were conſtrain'd to lods in 
a ſtable at Bethlehem, And ſince the bleſſed Peace- 
maker hath appear'd on the Earth, the Fews have loſt 
all Authority : their Civil and Eccleſiaſtical State is 
utterly ruin'd, and they bear the viſible marks of infa- 
mous Servitude, 

2. The Second famous Prediction is by an Angel to 

Dan. 9+ 25- Daniel, when he was lamenting the ruine of Feruſalem, 
who comforted him with an aſſurance that the City 
ſhould be rebuilt : And further told him, That from the 

Numerus iſle gozzg forth of the C ommanament to reſtore and to build 

ry = _ Jeruſalem,»zto theMeſhah the Prince, ſhall be ſeven weeks, 

nos captivira- ayd threeſcore and two weeks the ſtreets ſhall be built again, 


inon fine 124 the wall even in troubleſome times, And after three- 
my{terio 1ntra 


ſe occulter & ſcore and two weeks ſhall the Meſſiah be cut off, but not for 


femira5, X at- =; ;rpſelf,end the People of the Prince that ſhall come ſhall de- 


nos Jubilzos 


preciſe exhau- ſtroy theGity andSanituary,and the end thereof ſhall be with. 
riat 70 cn, food,ard to the end of the war dtſolations are determined. 


Hebdomadz _ , 4 yp 
ſun toridem The clear intent of the Angels Meſlage is, That within 
ſemitz, & 0 the ſpace of ſeventyProphetical Weeks(that is four hun- 


nos continent 


Jubilzos. Jam Ared &rinety years according to theExpoſition of theRab- 


quia annus þzz5 themſelves) after the iſſuing forth the order for the 


$45bataiits 


5 Zbilew rebuilding Feruſalem, the Meftiah ſhould come, and be 


Re. PIE ©O Death for the fins of Men, which was exactly 
unt Car - = R 

16s C hronolo- fulfil'd.. 

giz ſacrx, ex — w 

11 certa potelt pcti ratio conneendi 70. Hebdomadas cum anhis Mundi. Euit enim annus 
ſecundus D4r14 Sabbararius & Jubilzus : Rurſus annus precedens excidium Hyeroſolymormum & 
ipſe Sabbatarius fuit & Jubilzus poſtremus z inter quos velut terminos 70 Hades de- 
Currunt, Vid. Helvic, Diatrib. de Hebdom, Danicl. 


3. The time of.the manifeſtation .of the Me/5atr is 
evidently ſet down. in Haggai 2. 6, 7, 8, 9, 1 wil 


ſhake allNations, and the deſire of all Nations ſhall come, 
and 
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The Silver is mine and the Gold is mine, ſaith the Lord of 
Hoſts. The Glory of the latter ſhall be greater than that 
of the former, ſaith the Lord of Heſts, and in this place 
will I give peace. The Prophet to encourage the Fews in 
building tne Temple afſurd them that it ſhould have a 
ſurpaſſing Glory by the preſence of the Me/iah, who is 
call d the Delire of all Nations; and being the Prince 
of Peace his coming is deſcribed by that bleſſed effect, 
And in this place will I give Peace, ſuith th: Lord of 
Hoſt s. 

Ni ſecond Temple was much inferiour to Solomons 
as in Magnificence and external Ornaments, ſo eſpecial- 
ly becauſe deteive in thoſe Excellencies that were 
peculiar to the firſt, They were the Ark of the Cove- 
nant, and the —_—_ of Glory between the Chery- 
bims, the fire trom Heaven to conſume the Sacrifices, 
the Urim and Thummin, and the Holy Ghoſt who in- 
ſpir'd the Prophets, But when the Lord came to his Tem- 
ple, and perform'd many of his Miracles there, this 
brought a Glory to it infinitely exceeding that of the 
former. For what compariſon is there between the 
ſhadowy preſence of God between the Cherubims, and 
his real preſence in the humane Nature of Chriſt, in 
whom the tulneſs of the God-head dwelt bodily 2 How 
much inferiour were the Prieſts and Prophets to him, 
who came from Heaven, and had the Spirit without 
meaſure, to reveal the Counſel of God for the Salvation 
of the World ? 


453 
axd I will fill this houſe with Glory, ſaith the Lord of hoſts. T hap. 22, | 


WWW No 


2. The particularCircumſtances foretold concerning x(:y 40; 
che Meſh, are all verified. in Jeſus Chriſt, It was Mal: 3. 1,7: 


foretold that the M-/7ah ſhould have a fore-runner,. to $ 


la. 14- 
am, 12. 7. 


prepare his way by preaching the DoQrine of Repen. PLul. 11. g.. 


tance ; that he ſhould be born of a V7rgiz, and of the 


Micha. I, 
Hoſ 11, 1c. 


Family of David and in the Town of Bethlehem; that he 16. 9. x. 


ſhould *** 
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Chap. 22. 
Iſa, 3- 3- 4, 55 
Ia. g. 6- 

Iſa, 3. T- 

Iſa. 56. 6, 7+ 
Zech. 11.12. 
Pſal. 22- Tz 4+ 
15,16. 
Plal. 69. 22. 
Pſal. 22. 19. 
Pſal. 16, 18. 
Pſal. 65. 9. 
Pal, 119. Is 
Ita. $3- 
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ſhould go into Egypr, and be called forth from thence by 
God ; that his chief reſidence ſhould be in Galilee, the 
region of Zebulon and Neprhali, that he ſhould be poor 
and humble, and enter into Hieryſalemon the Fole of 
an Aſs; that he ſhould;pertorm greatMiracles in reſto- 
ring the Blind, the Lame, the Deaf and Dumb; that he 
ſhould ſuffer many Aﬀictions,Contempr, Scorn,Stripes, 
be ſpit on, ſcourged, betrayed by his familiar Friend, 
ſold for a ſordid Price; that he ſhould be put to Death) 
that his hands and feet ſhould be bored,and his fidepier- 
ced , that he ſhould dy between twoThieves; that in his 
Paſſion he ſhould taſte vinegar and gall ; that his gar- 
ments ſhould be divided and Lots he caſt for his Coar; 
that he ſhould be buried, and his Body not ſee corrup- 
tion but riſe again the third day; that he ſhould aſcend 
toHeaven and fit at the right hand of God: and all theſe 
Predi&ions are exactly tulfild in the Lord Chriſt, 

3. The conſequents of his Coming are foretold. 

I, That the Jews ſhould reje&t him becauſe of the 
meanneſs of his appearance, They neither underſtood 
the Greatneſs and Majeſty, nor the Abaſement of the 
Mefſj;ah deſcribed in their Propheſies : not his Greatneſs, 
that the Son of David was his Lord, that he was before 
Abrahamwho rejoyced to ſee hisDay : for they did not 
believe the Eternity of his Divine Nature, they did not 
underſtand his humiliation to Death : Therefore 'twas 
objected by them that the Mz/iah remains for ever, and 
this Perſon ſaith he ſhall dy, They fancied'a carnal 
Me7iah ſhining with Worldly pomp,accompanicd with 
thundring legions, to deliver them from Temporal Ser- 
vitude; ſo that when they ſaw hins without form and come- 
lineſs, and that no Beauty was in him to make him defire- 
able, they hid their Faces from him, they deſpiſed and e- 
ſeemed him not, Thus by their obſtinate refuſal! of the 

Meſfiah, 
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Meſſiah, they really and viſibly fulfilled the Prophecies go T5 
concerning him, oY 

2. That the Levitical Ceremonies and Sacrifices a 
ſhould ceaſe upon the Death of the Me/{ah, and the = : _ = 
Jewith Nation be diſſolved, Although the legal Ser- 
vice was eſtabliſhc with great ſolemnity, yet there was 
always a ſufficien: indication that it ſhould not be 
perpetual, Moſes who delivered the Law told them, 
that God would raiſe another Prophet whom they muſt Pla. 110. 3. 
hear. And David compoſed a Plalmto be ſung in the 
Temple, containing the eſtabliſhment of a Pneſt, not 
according to- the order of Lev: but Melchiſcdec, who 
ſhould bring in a Worthip Spiritual and Divine. And 
we ſee this accompliſhe : all the Ceremonies were buried 
in his grave,and the Sacrifices for above ſixteen hundred 
years are cealt, Belides the deſtruction of the Holy 
City and Sanctuary, the Jews are ſcattered in all parts, 
and in their dreadful diſperſion ſuffer the juſt puniſhment 
of their Infidelity. 

3, It was propheſied that in the time of the Meſſiah 
Idols ſhould be ruined, and Idolaters converted to the {f: *: = 
knowledg of the true. God : That he ſhould be a Light to Gen. 49. 10. 
the Gentiles, and to him the gathering of the People ſhould 
be,. Andthis is ſoviſibly accomplitht in the converſion 
of the World to Chriſtianity, that not one jot or title 
of GodsWord hath failed ; ſo that beſides theGlory due 
to his Power and Mercy, we are obliged to honour him 
as the Fountain of Truth, 

I will now make ſome ſhort refletions upon the Types 
of the Law,to ſhow how they are compleated in Chriſt, 
The Moſaic Diſpenſation was ſo contrived as to bear a , , 
reſemblance of the Mzfpah in all irs parts. The Lew” 


| badaſbadow of goed things to come : Chriſt was the end of 


the Law ; the ſubſtance of thoſe ſhadows. 


The main delign of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews is to 
. : {hew;, 
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Clips, ſhew, that in the ancient Tabernacle there were models 


Tal..78. 24 
Joh. 6. 32- 


of the Heavenly things revealed in the Goſpel, The 
great number of Types declares the variety of the Di- 
vine Wiſdom, and the admirable ftulneſs of Chriſt in 
whom they are verified, Thyece ſorts were inſtituted, 

I. Some were things without Lite, whoſe qualities 
and effets ſhadowed torth his Vertues and Benefits, 2. 
Things endued with Life and Senſe. 3. Reaſonable 
Perſons that either in their offices, ations, or the me- 
morable accidents that befel them, repreſented the Meſ- 
fiah. Ofthe firſt ſort I will briefly conſider the Manna 
that miraculouſly fell from Heaven,the Rock that by its 
ſtream retreſht the Iſraelites in their Journey to Canaan, 
and the Braſen Serpent: premiling two things. 1, That 
in comparing them with the Truth we are to obſerve 
the deſign of God, and not to ſeek for Myſteries in eve- 
ry thing. Asin Pictures ſome ſtrokes of the Pencil are 
only for ornament, others for fignification, Beſides, 
when Superlative things are ſpoken of them exceeding 
their Nature,and that cannot be applied to then wichour 
a violent figure,the full and entire Truth is only found 
in Jeſus Chriſt. 

1, Manna was an eminent Type of him. According- 
ly the Apoſtle declares of the Iſ-ae/:tes, they did all eat 
the ſame Spiritual meat, not in reſpect of its Material hut 
Symbolical Nature, The expreſs Analogy between 
Manna and Chriſt, is viſiblein reſpe& of its marvelous 
production, The Moſaical Manna was not the fruit of 
the Earth procured by humane induſtry, but formed by 
the Divine Power, andrained down upon them : there- 
fore 'tis called theCorn of Heaven. This typified the cx- 
leſtial original of ourRedeemer, He is the true bread foo 
Heaven, given by the Father." * He is called the gift of 
God eminently, being the richeſt and freeft without any 
merit or endeayour of Men to procure it, And we may 


obſery8 


LIM 
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obſerve the Truth infinitely exceeded the Type ; for Chap.23+ 
Manna deſcended only trom the Clouds, therefore our = 
Saviour tells the Fews, Moſes gave ye not that bread from 

Heaven, But he really came trom Heaven, where the 

great and glorious Preſence of God is manifeſted, and 

appeared under a viſible torm in the World, Manna 

was only ſtiled the Bread of Angels, to lignify its excel- 

lency above common food ; but the bread of God is he 

which cometh down from Heaven, 

2. Manna was diſpenſt to all the Iſraelites equally ; 
not as the delicious fruits of the Earth that are the por- 
tion of a few, but as the light and influences of the 
Heavens that are common to all : and herein 'twas a re- 
preſentation of Chriſt who is offered to all without di- 
ſtin&ion of Nations, to the Fews and Gerti/es, to the 
Grecians and Barbarians , and without the diſtin&tion 
of quality, to the Honourable and Mean, the Rich and 
the Poor,the Learned and Ignorant, And here we may 
obſerve the excellency of theSpiritual Manna above the 
Moſaical : for that ted but one Nation, but the bread 
of God gives life to the World ; his infinite Merit is 
ſufficient for the Salvation of all. 

3. Manna was a delicious food : theTaſte of it is de- 
ſcribed to be like wafers mixt with honey that have a 
pure chaſt ſweetneſs. This typified the Love of Chriſt 
thed abroad in the hearts of Believers, Such an exalted 
raviſhing pleaſure proceeds from it, that the Pſalmiſt 
breaks forth in an extaſy, Taſte and ſee how Good the ha 
Lord is. 

4. Manna was their only ſupport in the Wilderneſs ; 
ſtrengthning them to vanquiſh their Encmies, and en- 
dure the hardſhips to which they were incident in their 
paſſage to Canaan. In this regard 'twas a liyely inage 
of Chriſt who is our Spiritual food, whiles we are in the 
deſert of the lower World,the place of our trial,expoſed 

Nnn to 
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Chap. 22, 


os 


Joh. 6.61. 


2: Cor. 10. 4+ 


Exod. 17. 6. 


todangers, By him alone we ſhall be finally victorious 
over the Enemies of our Salvation, And in this alſo the 
Truth is infinitely above the Type that prefigured ir. 
For Mina could only preſerve the Natural Lite for 
a time. As our Saviour tells the Fews, your Fathers 
eat Maznain the Wilderneſs, and are dead. Burt Jeſus 
Chriſt is the living bread that came down from Heaven, 
and hath a Supernatural Virtue,to convey a Life incom- 
parably more noble,and anſwerable to the quality of his 
Original, *'Tis incorruptible as Heaven from whence 
He came. If any man eat of this Bread, he ſhall live for 
ever. Death is ſo far from extinguiſhing, that it ad- 
vances the Spiritual Life to its perfeQion. 

2. The Apoſtle teſtifies that the Iſraelites drank of 
that Spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was. 
Chrift, That the Miracle was myſterious is evident 
from the circumſtances related of it, When the Iſra- 
elites were in great diſtreſs for water, The Lord. ſaid to 
Moſes, I will ftand before thee there upon the Rock in Ho- 
reb, «xd thou ſbelt ſmite the Rock; and there (ball come 
water ont of it,. that the People may drink, If there had 
been no other deſign bees | 
that might have been ſupplied by rain from Heaven or 
if only to give a viſible effect of the Divine Power, that 
had been diſcovered in cauſing new Springs to riſe from 
the Earth, or the Command of God had been ſufficient 
to ſtrike theRock: But he went tot to ſignifie the reſpect 
it had to himſelf. He was the Son. of God that ſpake to 
Moſes, and conducted the People : For this reaſon He 
is ſtiled the Angel of God's preſence,not with reſpe& to 
his Nature, but Offices, 

I will briefly obſerve the parallel between the Rock 
and Chriſt. | 

I. A Rock is the ordinary Title of God in Scripture, 


. bo repreſent his unchangeable Nature and infinite 


Power, 


e relieving their neceſlity,. 


Power, whereby He upholds the World : And in a ſpe- 
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cial manner it reſembles the M:fiah, He is called The (= 


Stone which the builders refuſed, that was made the head of 


the corner, He is the Rock upon which the Church is built, p11. +. 42. 
and ſecured againſt the violence of Hell, Now Iſrael PGl-15. 22. 
was not ſupplied from the Clouds or the Vallies,bur the * #8 


Rock ; to ſhew that the »yſfica/ Rock, the Son of God, 
can only refreſh the Spiritual Iſ-ae/ with Jiving Wa- 
ter. 

2, The quality of the Rock hath a proper Significa- 
tion : For although it had in its Veins a rich abundance 
of Waters, yet to appearance nothing was more dry 
and hard. In this it was a Figure of the Spiritual Rock : 
The effects have diſcovered in him unfathomable depths 
of Righteouſneſs, Grace and Salvation ; yet at the firſt 
view we had no hopes. For if we confider him as God, 
He is infinitely Holy and Juſt, encompaſt with everlaſt- 
ing flames againſt Sin, and how can we expe any cool- 
ing ſtreams from Him ? If we conſider him as Man, he 


is reſembled to 4 root ont of a dry ground, The Juſtice of Iſai. 53; 


the Divine and the infirmity of the Humane Nature did 
not promiſe any comfort to us. But what cannot infi- 
nite Love united to infinite Power perform ? Divine 
Goodneſs hath changed the Laws of Nature in our fa- 
your, and by an admirable at opened the Rock to re- 
freſh us. 

3. The Rock was ſtruck with the Rod of Moſes a 
Type of the Law, before it ſent forth its ſtreams: Thus |. 
our Spiritual Rock was wound:d for our Tranſoreſſions, 
bruiſed for our Iniquities,e»d then opened all his treaſures 
tous. Being conſecrated by Sufferings, he is the Author of 
Eternal Satvation, In this reſpe the Gofpel proponnds 
him for the objett of faving Faith. I determined to know 
nothing emong you but Feſus Chri# and him Grucifeed, 
The Sacraments, the Seals of the New Covenant, 

Nna 2 have 
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have a ſpecial reference to his Death the Foundation of 


Chap.22, 7 

NE 4. The Miraculous Waters followed the Iſraeizes in 
their Journey, without which they had peritht in the 
Wilderneſs, This repreſents the Indeficiency of the 
Grace of Chrift, A Sovereign ſtream flows from him ro 
ſatisfy all Believers, He tells us, Whoſoever drinketh 

_ the Water that I ſhall give him, ſhall never thirſt , but 


Joh. 4. 14 the Water that Iſhall give him, ſhall be in him a Well of 
Water ſpringing up unto Everlaſting Life. 

3. The Braſcn Serpezt ſenſibly expreſt the manner of 
his Death and theBenefits derived from it. Theretore. 
Feſws,being the Miniſter of the Circumcifion,choſe this 
Figure for the Inſtruction of the Fews, As Moſes lifted 

nn 3- up the Serpent in the Wilderneſs, even ſo muſt the Son of 
OMEN Man be lifted up: that whoſoever believes in him ſhould 
pot periſh, but have Eternal Life. The Sacred Story re- 
lates, that the Iſ/rq#lites by. theit rebellious murmuring. 
provoked God to ſend.Serpents among them, whoſe Poi- 
ſon was ſo fiery and mortal, that it brought rhe moſt 
painful Death. In this affliction they addreſt themſelves 
to the Father of Mercies, who moved by their. Repen- 
tance,. commanded Mſes to make a Serpent of. Braſs, 
anderc& it on a Pole in the viewof the whole Camp, 
that whoſoever lookt on it ſhould be healed. By this 
account from Scripture we may clearly underſtand 
ſomething of greateſt conſequence was repreſented by 
it: For the only Wiſe God ordains nothing without juſt 
reaſon, Why muft a Serpent of Braſs be elevated on a 
Pole? could not the Divine Power recover them with- 
out it ? Why muſt they look towards it ?. could not a 
healing virtue be conveyed. to their wounds but through 
their eyes? All this had'a dire reference to the My- 
ſtery of Chriſt. For the biting of the Iſraelites by the 
fiery Serpents, doth naturally repreſent the cffects of 


Sin, 
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Sin, that torments the Conſcience, and inflames the Chap. 22 
Soul with the apprehenſions of Future Judgment, And CL 
the eretinga Braſen Serpent upon a Pole, that had the 
Figure not the Poiſon of thoſe Serpents, doth in a live- 
ly manner ſet forth the lifting up of Jeſus Chriſt on the 
Croſs, who only had the Gmifirade of ſinful fleſh. The 
looking towards the Braſen Serpent is a fit reſemblance 
of Believing in: Chriſt Crucified for Salvation, The 
Sight of the eye was the only mzans toderive virtue 
from it,and the Faith of the heart is the means by which 
the Sovereign efficacy of our Redeemer is conveyed. 

This is the will of him that ſent me.ſaith our Saviour, that 
every one which ſeeth the Son and belizveib on him, 'may 
have Eternal Life. As in the camp of Iſ;ae!, "whoever 
lookt rowards the Braſen Serpent, whatever his wounds 
were or the weakneſs of his ſight, had a preſent remedy ; 
ſo how numerous and grievous ſoever our Sins be, how 
infirm our Faith, . yet it we {incerely regard-the Son of 
God ſuffering, he will preſerve us from Death; Por this 
end he is preſented in the Goſpel as crucified before the. 


eyes of all Perſons, 


2, Things endued with Life and Senſe prefigured the 
Meſſiah. | 
I ſhall particularly conſider the Paſchal Lamb, 
an iltuſtrious Type of him.Chriſt.our Paſſcover. was ſacri- 
ficed for us, The whole fcene, as it is laid down inthe 
I ou of Exoaus,ſhows an admirable agreemetit' between 
tnem, | | 

1.. A Lambin reſpeR. of its natural innocency and 
meekneſs, that ſuffers without reſiſtance was a fit emblem 
of our Saviour; whoſe voice was not heard in the ſtreet,who 
did not break the bruiſed Reed, nor quench- the ſmoaking 
Flax, He was oppreſſed and he was afflitted, yet he open- 


ed.not his Mouth, He is brought as a Lamb to the flaugh- 
fer 
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Chap.a 2, '*7; andas a ſoeep before the ſhearers is dumb, ſo he open- 
WY NY £th not his Month. 

2. The Lamb was to be without Spot, to ſignify his 
abſolute perteftion, We are Redeemed with the precious 
Blood of Chriſt, as of a Lamb without blemiſh and without 

ot 

3- The Lamb was to be ſeparated from the Flock 
four days: the Lord Jeſus was ſeparated from Men, and 
conſecrated to be the Sacrifice for the World, after three 
or four years ſpent in his Miniſterial office, preparing 
himſelf for that great Work, 

4+. The Paſchal Lamb was ſacrificed and ſubſtituted 
in the place of the firſt-Born, The Levitical Prieſthood 
not being inſtituted at their going forth from Egypr, e- 
veryMaſter of a Family had a right to exerciſe it in his 
own Houſe, Our Redeemer ſuffered in our ſtead, to 
propitiate Gods Juſtice towards us, 

5. The Blood was to be ſprinkled upon the Poſts of 
the door, that Death might not enter into their Houſes. 
That ſacred —_—_ was typical : for the ſign it ſelf 
had noreſemblance ot ſparing, and certainly the Angel 

could diſtinguiſh between the [/raelitesand the Eg yptians 
without the bloody mark of God's Favour : but it had a 
final reſpec to.Chriſt., We are ſecured from deftru- 
Rion by the blood of ſprinkling. They were to eat the 
whole Fleſh of the Lamb, to ſignify our intire taking of 
Chriſt upon the terns of the Gofpel to be our Prince 
and Saviour, | Jn 

6. The effects attributed to the Paſchal Lamb, wiz. 
Redewption from Death and Bondage, clearly repre- 

ſent the glorious Benefits we enjoy by Jeſus Chriſt. 
The deſtroying Angel palt qver their hquſes,and cauſed 
the Egypriqns to -reſtore them"to full liberty, + That 
which the dreadful figns wrought by. Moſes, could not 
do,was cfteted by the Paſfeover ; that —_ 
u — 


x Pcre1. 17,18, 
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fubbornneſs of Pharaoh, and inſpired the [/rae/ites with Chap: 22. 


eourage to undertake their journey to the promiſed 
Land. Thus we paſs from Death to Life, and from 
Bondage tothe gloriousLiberty of the Sons of God, by 
virtue of Chriſt's Blood. 

3- Reaſonable Perſons repreſented our Saviour ei- 
ther in their Offices, actions, or the memorable acci- 
dents that befel them. Foſeph the beloved of his Father, 
fent by him to viſit his Brethren, by them unworthily 
fold ro ſtrangers, and thereby raiſed to be theirLord and 
Saviour, was a livelyType of him. Foxah three days 
and nightsin the Whales belly, and miraculouſly re- 
ſtored, was aType of his lying in the Grave and Reſur- 
retion. Moſes in his Propherical, David in his Kingly 
Office prefigured him. The Prieftly Office being the 
Foundation of the other two, and that upon which Our 
Salvation principally depends, was illuitrated by two 
glorious Types; Melchiſedec and Aaron. The one the 
High-prieſt in ordinary,the other the Prieft of God by 
extraordinary deſignation. I will briefly touch upon 
the reſemblance between him and Chriſt. Although 
Sacrifices were offered from the Beginning z; yet he is 
the firſt to whom that Title 1s given, as called to that 
Office in a ſpecial manner. The Divinity of Chriſt's 
Perſon,. the Eternity of his Office, and the Infinite Va- 
lue of his Oblation. were ſhadowed forth by him. Me/- 
chiſedec is introduced into the Sacred tory as one de- 
fcending from Heaven and aſcending thither, without a- 
ny account of his Birth or Death. The filence of the- 
Scripture is Myſterious: for the Spirit conducted Holy. 
Men in their Writings, The Levitical Prieſts deſcend- 
ed by Natural Generation from their predeceſſors, and. 
had ſucceſſors in their Office, which was annext to the 
race of Levi, But Melchiſedec is repreſented without 
Father and Mother, without Beginning and End of — 
WAGIK- 


& VV od 
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Chap. 22, whoſe Prieſthood was permanent in himſelf. 'ForThings 
LY and Perſons have a double” being, real in themſelves, 

and notional as they exiſt in the mind;; ſo that no men- 
tion. being made of his coming into the World or leav- 
Ing it, the ſilence of the Scripture is equivalent to his 
continual duration, Now in this was an adumbration 
of Chriſt who was the Eternal Son of God, and really 
came from Heaven to execute his Office and aſcended 
thicher. And although hisOblation was finiſht on the 
Earth, and his Intercefſion ſhall ceaſe in Heaven ; yet 
the effeQts of it ſha)l be eternal in his People, and the 
Glory of it in himſelf. The Apoſtle obſerves another 
reſemblance between the Supreme Quality of Melchiſe- 
dec King of Salem and Jeſus Chriſt : He was King of 
Righteouſneſs and Peace, He governed his Subjects in 
Righteouſneſs, and never ſtained thoſe hands with hu- 
mane Blood that were employed in the ſacred Office of 
the Prieſthood. And by thoſe glorious Titles are ig- 
nified the benefits our Saviour conveys to. his People. He 
is the true King of Righteouſneſs : By which is not in- 
tended the Righteouſneſs that juſtifies before God, in 
which reſpect he is called the Lord our Righteouſneſs,and 
is ſaid to have brought in Eternal Righteouſueſs,tor that 
reſpedts his Prieſtly Office ; in that quality he acquired 
it, But that Title ſignifies his giving moſt Righteous 
Laws for the Government of the Church, and- his diſ- 
penſing Righteous Rewards and Puniſhments, E- 
ternal Life and Death, by which he preſerves the Ma- 
jeſty of his Laws, and ſecures the obedience of his Sub- 
jets, And he is Kzzg of Peace, by which we are not 
to underſtand his Temper and Diſpoſition,nor our Peace 
with God, for Reconciliation is grounded on his Sacri- 
fice,, nor Peace with Conſcience the effe of the other; 
but that which depends on his. Royalty. As the King 
of Peace he keeps his Subjects in a calm and quiet Obe- 
Ience z 
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dience; all their Thoughts and Paſſions are regulated FF> = 
by his- Will. ' The oy ſecular Kings are —_ Ex= be 
poſed to the eyes, or proclaimed to the ears of their 
Subjes ; but His are engraven in their hearts, By the 
inward and almighty efficacy of his Spirit he inclines 
them to their Univerſal Duty ; and will bring them to 
Eternal Peace in his Glorious Kingdom, 

Firft, From hence we have an irrefragable Argument ;,..e,ce, 

of the Truth and Divinity of the Goſpel : For 'ris evi- 
dent by comparing the ancient Figures with the preſent 
Truth, the Copies with the Original, the Pictures with 
the Life, that Eternal Wiſdom contrived them. For 
no created Underſtanding could frame-ſo various Re- 
I of Chriſt, and all exactly agreeing with 

im at ſuch a diſtance before His appearance. And if 
we compare the Predictions with the Events, 'tis moſt 
clear that only the Divine Knowledg could reveal them. 
For otherwiſe how was it poſſible, that the Prophets, ſo 
many Ages before the Coming of Chriſt ſhould predict 
thoſe things concerning Him, that exceeded the fore- 
fight of all the Angels of Light 2 What intelligence 
could there be between Myſes and David and Iſaiah, that 
lived ſuch a diſtance of time from one another, to deli- 
ver ſuch thingsas meet in him as- their Centre * And 
theſe Pzophecies are conveyed: to us by the Fews, the 
moſt obſtinate Enemies of Chriſtianity, who — 
they reverence the Letter, yet abhor the accomplith- 
ment of them ; So that there can be ao poſhble As 1a 
on that they are feigned, and of a later Date than their 
ticles declare. Their ſucceſſive tulfilling is a perpetu- 
al Miracle to juſtifie the. truth of our Religion, Our 
Saviour uſed this Method for the inftrucion of his Diſ- 
ciples. Theſe are the words which. I ſpake unto you, that 
all things muſt be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Lu 24: 44. 
Moſes, «ndir the Prophets aud in the Plalms concerning  . ha 

J Qoo me, 
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me. As by diſſeQing a dead body we ſee the order and 


we poſition of parts in the living, fo by ſearching into the 


legal Types we may diſcover the truth of Evangelical 

yſteries. Accordingly St. Pawl fram'd a powerful 
Demonſtration from the Scriptures, to - prove that 
Feſws was the Chriſt, In his Writings he deciphers 
the riddles of the Law, and removes the Veil to 
diſcover the Face of Chriſt engrayen by the Divine 
Artificer. Briefly, by ſhewing the conſent between the 
two Teſtaments, he illuſtrates the O/d by the New, and 
confirms the New by the O/d., Now what Religion is 
there in the World, whoſe Myſteries were foretold by 
the Oracles of God, and d by his Inſtitutions a- 
bove two thouſand Years betore 'twas exhibited ? Whoſe 
Doerine perfely accords with the moſt ancient, vene- 
rable and Divine Writings > Can that Religion be any 
other than Divine, which God did ſo expreſly predi#, 
and portray in ſuch various manner, for the receivi 
whereof He made ſuch early Preparations in theWorld? 
Certainly without offering the greateſt violence to our 
rational Faculties,none can disbelieve it, He degrades 
himſelf fromthe dignity of being a Man, that refuſes 
to be a Chriſtian. 

2. From hence we may underſtand the excellent 
priviledges of (hriftians, not only abovethe Heathens 
who by Divine Deſertion were wholly S#-angers to the 
Covenant of Mercy, but above God's peculiar People. 
The M-fiah was the expeQation and deſire of Heaven 
and Earth. Before his Coming the Saints had ſome 
glimmerings of Light, which made them inwardly- lan- 
ouiſh after the bleffed Manifeſtation of it : But that 
was reſerved for Believers in the laſt Ages of the World. 
That ancient Promiſe (the Morning-bluſh of the Goſpel- 
Day ) That the Seedof the Woman ſhould break thr head of 
the Serpent, and the Serpent bruiſe bis heel, _ _ 

y 
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bloody Victory. the Mefi«b thould obtain over Satan , Chap.23, 
but how little of it was underſtood £ One may as well (5 I 
from the ſight of the Root foretel the dimenſions of a 
Tree, the colour, figure, and taſte of its Fruits,as from 
that PrediQtion have diſcover'd all the parts of our Mc- 
diator's Office, and the excellent benefits reſulting 
from it, The Incarnation, Crucifixion, ReſurreRion, 
andAſcenfion of Chriſt,are in theTypes 8& Prophecies of 
the Old Teſtament, as Corporeat __ are in the dark- 
neſs of the Night ; they have a real exiſtence, but no 
Eye is ſoclear as to enlighten the obſcurity. The moſt 
ſharplighted Seer might ſay, I ball ſee him, but not now, 
The Miniſtry of the Law is compar'd to the Light of 4 
Candle 3 that is ſhadowy, and confin'd to a ſmall place: » Pct. i. 12; 
That of the Goſpel is like the Sw in its ſtrength, that 
enlightens the World, The Prophets who were near- 
$eComi of Chriſt had clearer Revelatians,but did 
not bring perte&t Day: As ſome »ew Stars appearing 
in. the Firmament, increaſe; but do not change the na- 
ture of the Light. Iſ:4h who is ſo exaGt in deſcribing 
all the - circumſtances of our Saviour's Death, and his 
Innocence, Humility, and Patience, that he ſeems to 
be an Evaergelift rather than a Prophet ; yer the Erhio- 
pian Proſelyte,who certainly was a proficient in the 
Fewiſh Religion, underſtood not of whom the Prophet 
ſpake. We ſee what they were ignorant of, not that 
our ſight is ſtronger, but our light is more clear, The 
docrine of the Meſſiah ſaved them, but 'twas then ſeen 
at a diſtance, and under a Veil of Ceremonies after the 
Jewiſh faſhion, that concealed its native beauty. The 
manifeſtation of it is more evident in the Accompliſh- 
ment,than whiles the objec of future Expectation. The 
Paſſover had reſpe& to their deliverance from Egypt 
that was paſt, and therefore calily apprehenſible , but 
it wasalſo a Typeof the lamb of God that was to take 
Ood2 away 


Chap.23. 
I kd. 
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away the Sins of the World, and in this relation not ſo 
clearly underſtood. Our Sacraments have a relation to 
what is paſt, and excite the memory by a clear fignifi- 
cation of his Sufferings. The full diſcovery of theſe My- 
ſteries was reſerved as an honour tor our Saviour's Com- 
ing.He expounded the ſilent types and ſpeakingOracles 
by an actual Accompliſhment,and real Comment in his 
Perſon, Life and Death. Heis the Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs, and ſheds abroad a Light that excels that of 
all the Prophets in brightneſs, as well as his Perſon 
tranſcends their's in dignity. And how ſhould the E- 
waxgelical Light warmour hearts with thankfulneſs to 
God for this admirable Priviledg> The dim fore6ght of 
the Meſſiah two thouſand years before his Coming, put 
Abraham in an extaſie of Joy, how ſhould the full Reve- 
lation of Him affe& us 2 Many holy Prophets and 
Kings deſired to ſee the things that we ſee. They ems- 
braced the Promiſes, we have the bleſſed Effets ; They 
had the Shadows, we have the Light. They only ſaw 


. the veiled face of Moſes, We all with. open face as in a 


glaſs ſee the Glory of the Loxd, Now what is our Duty 
becoming this Priviledg, But to be transform'd into the 
ſame Image from Glory to Glory, as by the Spirit of the 
Lord? The Life of every Chriſtian ſhould be a ſhining 
Repreſentation of the Graces and Vertues of Chriſt that 


are ſoviſible in the Goſpe/, . Their Holineſs and. Hea- 


venlineſs, their Hopes and Joy ſhould as much exceed 
the Graces and Comforts of Believers under the Legal 
Diſpenſation, as their Knowledg is incomparably more 
clear and perfect, 

To conclude ; From the Accompliſhment of the an- 
cient Prophecies in the firſ# Coming of the Mefjiah, we 
may confirm our Faith in thoſe glorious Promiſes that 
are to be fulfill'd at his ſecond, For 'tis the ſame Di- 
vine Goodneſs, the ſame Fidelity, the ſame Power ſtill, 


upon 
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-, Tovrgy we are to build our hopes. And the Con- IR 
eration, that the Perteion of —— is aids. Chap.22, 


ed till that time, ſhould enflame our deſires after it. 

*T was the charatFexotBelievers of the Ol/dTeſtament, 
They waited for the _—_— of Iſrael: *Tis the deſcrip- 
tion of the Saints in the Mew,zhey love the Appearance of 
Chrift, If they long'd for his Coming in the Fleſh, 
though it was attended with all the circumſtances of 
Mecanneſs and Diſhonour, the effe&s of our Sins ; with 
what ardent and impatient Deſires ſhould we haſten 
His Coming in Glory, when He ſhall appear the Second Heb. g. 28; 
time > them that look for him, without Siz,unto Satuation * 
Then He will put an end to all the diſorders of the 
World, and begin the Glorious State, wherein Ho- 
lineſs'and Righteouſneſs ſhall be crown'd and reign 
for'ever; The Chriſtian Church joyns in that ardent | 
Addreſs"to our Saviour ; Oh that thou wouldF# rent the 46: >= 
Heavens and wouldit come down, thad the mountains might 
flow down at thy Preſence! As when the melting fire 
burneth, the Fire cauſeth the waters to boile : to jay - thy 
Name known to thine adverſaries, that the Nations may 
tremble at thy Preſence. Although the Beauty and Frame 
of this viſible World ſhall be deſtroyed, yet that dread- 
ful Day ſhall be joyful to the Saints : Foy then all the 
Preparations of Infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſt ; The things 
that Eye hath wot ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither have enter. ® 
ed into the heart of man, ſhall be the everlaſting portion 
of theſe who loveG1d, Come Lord Feſue, _ 
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